TODAY'S NEWS 


ENG LAN D/ ITALY 


Ince leads the team 
against his Italian friends 

A nafinn uni^ ■ . 


° r K ,cast ^ ^ half of the nation! 
As B«W» fens prepare for tonight’s decisive World 

^ in Rom ^ the burden 
• aptal l ! lnS ^*e team went co Paul Ince. something of 
an^ony. he only returned to England this summer 

afer a spell with the Italian dub ImemazionaJe of 
Milan. 

Full World Cup preview, including Scotiand- 
Latvia, in Time Off, pages 24-6 


British science for sale 


In a Nineties version of the brain drain, British scien- 
tists are having to sell their expertise abroad in an ef- 
fort to keep their research departments properly 
funded. The scientists say it is necessary because the 
new Government - which many of them voted for - 
have not provided any new money for research. The 
real problem, though, lies In the unwillingness of 
British companies to back home grown science and 
technology. Page 3 


Hague begins fightback 


The Labour Government lacks the core values ofTo- 
ryism and "don’t believe in anything except.thdr own 
political success," William Hague told the Conserve- ’ ■ 
live conference at Blackpool. The new leader’s speech 
mingled apologies with expressions of pride about the 
Tory heritage and was enthusiastically applauded by 
representatives. Page II 


‘Straights’ face ban 


Discrimination is alive and kicking in Clubland - but 
now it is directed against heterosexuals. Bar-owners 
in parts of Manchester are employing drag queens and 
gay doormen co cum away straight night-clubbers. The 
dubs claim they are simply trying to preserve their 
authentic gay atmosphere. But is this positive dbcrimi- 
• nation or the rise of ‘heterophobia’? Page 9 


The Balmoral republic 


»» A “Boer Republic” is being established this weekend 
ff .just 50 miles east of Pretoria. Its founders - 200 
^ Afrikaner families - say it is theh- right to gp it alone 
> and they have chosen a former British concentration 
f camp, where thousands died at the banning of the 
century, as the site. Its name is Balmoral. The blacks 
" they evicted are bitter. Mary Braid reports on page 


Rory’s African diary 


^^dr.-foreign aid prefects in Africa are threatening the 
^Survival of animals and people, the comedian Rory 
:Br»nrHsr discovered during his latest trip to Kenya and 
Tanzania. But he came upon many extraordinary 

baboons and snakes- to Martin Clunes. 

eRis diary can be found on page 19 


SEEN AND HEARD 

k.i_i i Uonro nrT7p! Er - make 


rftisft scientist wins Nobel Peace prize! Er - wake that 
Nobel prize. HaroW Hillman, of the University of 
ine^JjTbeen awarded the IgNobe! Peace Pnze, 

^Ltfbr h.s research report 

During Execution by Drfferent Methods, 
journal Perception IWTheJg Nobj 
Brfs ^juesemed annually In front of a thaoticand 
adly ^^ciative paper airplane-throwing audience 
rTcWelnenes which “cannot, or should not, be 
A rather hurt Prohor H.*n 

he was trying to provide a soentrfic 
^ arainst the electric chair. 
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Nobel prize for landmine 
heroes and heroines 






-The Nobd Comiitittee yesterday 
awarded thePeacePrfzeto 
campaigners fora, ban oh ■ 
landmfries. The award is a tribute 
to the success of the campaign so 
for- where Diana, Princess of .... 
Wales, played a key role. Steve 
Crawshow says it shows how a • 
popular cause can triumph over 
governments, arms 
manufacturers and the military. 


Yesterday’s award is a triumph for those 
who believe in winning mnrimiable victo- 
ries. In the worts of the Ndbel committee’s 
citation, it honours “a process which in the 
sjpaceof a fwyeara changed a ban on anti- 
personnel mines from a vision to a feasi- 
ble reality”. Those wtiojost a few years ago 
were portrayed by leading .politicians as 
.■ nawe dreamers caia celebrate. 

At ber home m \fennool, Jody Williams, 
coordinator of thr. Inte rnational Campaign 
to Ban Landmines, was “a little stunned” 
by the news. Ms WiUiains is joint reapi- 
em together with the Campaign, of the 
£60O,0OQprize. In London, the Mines Ad- . 
visOiy Groiq), cme of six co-fouDders of the 
campaign in 1992, was “very, wry hon- 
oured”. 


Aa important figurehead for the cam- 
paign was Diana, Princess of Wales, whose 
• family said that they were delighted. Her 
visit tp Angola on behalf of the British Red 
Cross thrust the issue into the public eye 
as never before. Photographs of Diana’s fa- 
mous walk through an Angolan minefield 
dominated front pages around the world 
in Jasoaty- and became even more famois. 
after ber death. As the Red noted yes- 

terday, her visit was “a mming point". There 


were even suggestions that she should be 
awarded a posthumous peace prize (an im- 
possibility under Nobel rules). 

But the Nobel committee was keen yes- 
terday to emphasise that the was not just 
a posthumous award for Diana: “There 
were very many people involved.” 

The first initiative for the Campaign be- 
gan just six years ago. In 1991, the New 
York-based Human Rights Watch pub- 
lished 2V Ccwa7drB^,callmg fc^ a wori(^ 
wide ban on landmines. Two months later, 
Ms Williams - who had always been “the 
classic good tdd”, in her own phrase - 
agreed to spearhead the campaign. 

For Ms Williams, who celebrated her 
47th birthday on Thursday, the news came 
as “a hell of a birthday present”. She start- 
ed her life in campaigning work 15 years 
ago, when she was handed a leaflet as she 
grit out of the subway in WashingtOn.She 
became involved in pressure groups criti- 
cal of US policy in central America. 
Through that work, she met leaders of the 
Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation 
who were helping landmine victims obtain 
artificial limbs. That, in turn, led to the re- 
alisation that “just putting limbs on peo- 
ple was [ineffective] if you don’t goto the 
heart of the problem". The coalition be-' 
gan humbly, with one office in Washing- 
ton and one in Europe (“so we could call 
it the international campaign.)'* 

In Britain, the Tbty government was 
less than enthusiastic about- a ban, saying 
that - landmines were . “legitimate’ 
defensive weapons”. Michael JbrtiUo, the 
former defence secretary, ntefiiUy ac- 
knowledged this week that the government 
had sometimes seemed “indifferent to 
moral arguments”, and ihat was certainly true 
of landmines. When Diana visited Angola, 
junior defence minist er Earl Howe de- 
scribed her as a “loose cannon”. Peter Vig- 


gers, a member of the Commons defence 

sdectcceimifttee,dedared 

comes to mind is Brigitte Bardot and cats.” 

But die politicians' contempt backfired, 
as the campaign gained momentum. It 
worked with many people at local level all 
over the world; and it had an issue that 
seized the popular imagination, as direct 
and easily soluble. It was also adept at us- 
ing the media. 

The draft version of the landmine 
treaty, to be signed in Ottawa in Decem- 
ber, was finally agreed by 90 countries at 
a three-week conference in Oslo last 
month.' . 

The knock-on effects of yesterday’s his- 
toric announcement are likely to be con- 
. siderable. 'Within hours. President Boris 
Eltsin declared that a previously reluctant 
Russia was ready to sign. For the moment, 
'.the United States remains in the odious 
company of China, North Korea, and Iraq 
in opposing the terms of the ban. V&sb- 
iogton yesterday expressed its admiration 
for Ms WflHams. But President Clinton was 
said to be “rock-solid confident” that the 
US should not sign up for foe Ottawa treaty. 
Washington argues that aban would force 
it to defiise minefields along the border be- 
tween North and South Korea, thus weak- 
ening the safety of US-troops. • 

Ms Williams said she would telephone 
President Clinton to press the case, and ex- 
pressed the hope- that those countries which 
have not yet agreed to sign the treaty would 
now do so. "This is what humanity is call- 
ing for.” she said. 

She remains tough tm the US president 
- embarrassingly, for the would-be moral 
White House. “The US continues to try to 
mai ntain the fiction that it is a leader on 
the issue of eliminating land mines ... How 
can you be a leader if you are not part of 
the process?” 


INSIDE TODAY: 
THE MEZZO 
COOKBOOK 


okbook 



Get part 3 of 
our exclusive 
serialisation 
inside ISM 


THE NEW 
INDEPENDENT 


‘Independent* sales up 


The Independent has had a remarkable month. Our 
ABC sales for September were 288,000. nearly 12 per 
cent up the previous month, die highest percentage 
rise of any rational paper, broadsheet or tabloid. Our 
market share is the highest since July 1996 and, year on 
year, our September rise outshone rivals such as the 
Times and the Guardian. Liam Heaiy, chairman of 
Newspaper Publishing, said yesterday that the share- 
holders were very encouraged and were “totally com- 
mitted” co die long-term development of The 
Independent and our Sunday sister, whose sales are up 
by B percent. 
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Noble causer Nobel-Prize: Jody WpBarm, co-ordinator of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) with 
a grbup of supporters in Oslo, during the conference which finalised the global treaty Photograph: Eric johansen/Reuters 


I.Q. Of 145 
and Can’t 
Remember? 


A FAMOUS international publisher reports that 
there is, a simple technique for acquiring a pow- 
erful memory which can pay you real dividends 
in both business and 


social advancement. It 
works like magic to 
give you added poise, 
self-confidence and 
greater popularity. 

The details of this method 
are described in his fascinat- 
ing booklet, “Adventures in 
Memory”, sent free on 
request 

According to this publish- 
er, many people do not 
realise how much they can 
influence others simply by 
remembering accurately 
everything they see, .hear or 
read. Whether in bumness, 
at social functions, or even in 
casual conversation with 
new acquaintances, there are 
ways in which yon can domi- 
nate each situation simply 
by your ability to remember. 

For example, you need 
never forget another 
appointment — ever! You 
can learn names, faces, facts, 
figures and foreign lan- 
guages faster than yon ever 
thought possible. Whole 
books and plays can be 
indelibly imprinted on your 
memory after a single read- 
ing. You could be more suc- 
cessful in your studies and 
examinations. At parties and 
dinners you may never a gain 
be at a loss for appropriate 
words or entertaining sto- 
ries. In fact, you could be 



Forget facts, figures? 

more poised and self-confi- 
dent in everything you say 
and do. These are only a few 
of Ihe ways in winch you can 
benefit by possessing a 
framed memory. 

To acq uaint all readers of 
The Independent with the 
easy-to-follow rules for devel- 
oping in remembering, 
we, the publishers, have 
printed frill details of this 
interesting self-training 
method in a fascinating 
booklet, “Adventures in 
Memory”, sent free on 
request. No obligation. No 
salesman wfil calL Just fill in 
and return the coupon on 
Page 6 (you don’t even 
need to stamp your enve- 
lope), or write to: Memory 
and Concentration Stud ies, 
(Dept. IDM57), FREEPOST 
198, Manchester M60 3DL. 
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COL UMN ONE PEOPLE 

No sugar for Tories in 
spin doctors' medicine 


Forget the victories of Greg Rusedski or the award of the Nobel prize 
for Literature to iconoclast Dario Fo, the b igges t winners this week have 
been the Labour party’s spin doctors. 

In the seven days earmarked for the birth of a new Tbry party and t be 
coronation of its leader, William Hague, the papers instead have been 
pre-occupied with a plethora of Labour wheezes and stunts. 

Take Monday. Just another 24 hours for Tony Blair, the Prune Min- 
ister, who managed to meet Russian President Boris Yeltsin, take a trip 
on the Moscow underground and squeeze in a guest appearance on Rus- 
sia s top soap House 7, Entrance 4. All guaranteed to bearhug the head- 
lines while the lories were making their way up to Blackpool. 

Not content with meeting the world's second most powerful man, Mr 
Blair was then visited 24 hours later by the world’s richest man. Bill Gates 
was there to “pledge his support", but not his cash, to the Government's 
obsession with wiring up the nation’s schools to the internet Then those 
ubiquitous “senior Labour sources” popped up to reveal that the party was 
assembling a secret dossier on lories who bad been, allegedly, chanting 
sexual abuse at the new intake of women MFs. No proof was offered, and 
□one was needed as the media happily swallowed the spin doctor's medicine. 

Did anything else happen of note? Oh yes, William Hague’s far reach- 
ing reforms of the Toty party were approved by its membership. But the 
Conservatives’ constitutional earthquake was hardly the stuff that news- 
desks dream of and, besides, Mr Hague only got 36 pjer cent of the vote 
whereas the Prime Minister, according to those Labour sources again, 
had a 93 per cent approval rating. 

Wednesday. Labour lands another punch and the Conservatives are 
busy battering themselves to death. Lord Tebbil unhelpfully and hyster- 
ically warned that a mix of cultures could turn Britain into “another Yu- 
goslavia” only to be slapped down by the leadership hours later. Labour 
meanwhile decide it's time to stop teachers helping pupils to cheat, al- 
legedly, in national curriculum tests and that the world needs to know 
that Greg Dyke - an FOB (Friend of Blair's) and creator of Roland Rat 
- wilj produce a nerw charter for the NHS- Neither had a pressing need 
for announcements now as both are stories for next summer, but they 
stole the thunder from the Tories. 

And if you bave got it, flaunt it. For the Labour press team the fun is 
not in retailing the news, but in manufacturing it This was amply demon- 
strated by Charlie Whelan, the Chancellor’s mouthpiece, on a fly-in-the- 
corridore-of-power piece of television shown earlier this week which showed 
the spin doctor predicting the London Evening Standard's front-page splash 
and then minutes later brandishing it like a trophy won in the war of words. 

And it is not just the big Cabinet players who are courting the media 
lenses. Anne Taylor, leader of the House, was touring coffee houses in 
Holland - where marijuana can be freely purchased and smoked - on a 
fact-finding mission. Of course, Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, would 
never contemplate such a progressive measure but it belps to witness what 
ministers are missing and gets you onto the news. 

William Hague on the other band appears to be re-reading a speech 
made earlier by another dashing, right-winger and possible Conservative 
prime minister Michael PortQlo - albeit to the whole conference - just 
in case anyone missed it the first time round 

Professionally one can only applaud the creaseless art of Labour's spin 
doctors; but if this carries on it may soon be time to cut out the middle 
man of the media and simply print the party press release. 

— Rcndeep Ramesh 


UPDATE 



MEDICINE 


NHS defuses Millennium Bornb; ';^ •' 

Measures to tackle the so-called Millennium Bomb which is expected, to play: 
havoc with computers on the cusp of the year 2000 were announced yester- 
day by the NHS Executive. ■ V - " 

By the end of 1998 the NHS must be fully prepared. Chief Executive of 
the NHS, Alan Langlands, said. A letter from Mr Langiands to. NHS man- : 

199s! chLfereauives will^^uic that all critical systems are reajtySSS 
ly tested to cope. Where systems or equipment cannot be repaired orieplajed 
in time, they should ensure that comprehensive action plans are in place. 

Tbe NHS Executive will provide a one-stop help desk service to answer 
queries and give practical assistance to assist the NHS. Mr Langlands.said; 
“‘Preparing for the year 2000 is now the highest non-dimcal priority ip ife: ■- 
NHS. As Health Service managers our duty is to patients; and our compe- 
tence is demonstrated by ensuring that we continue to provide hfgh quality 
services. The Year 2000 is just such a challenge. “Steps have already beea 
taken to raise awareness of this problem, but now is the time for 'firm and ' 
visible action. This issue will be given priority by Chief Executives and sei- 
□ior clinicians in every part of the NHS.” - . . 


Diving in: David Bellamy is drawing attention to the plight of reef environments 

Bellamy swims with sharks to save coral seas 


David Bellamy, the naturalist and broadcaster, dived 
into shark-infested waters yesterday evening to warn 
of the dangers facing the species due to the de- 
struction of coral reefs. 

The environmentalist swamwi th brown and. tiger 
sharks in a tank at the London Aquarium to high- 
light a global survey which records widespread dam- 
age across the world to the living ecosystems. 

Over 200 teams of divers in more than 40 coun- 
tries took part in the survey to obtain the first-ever 
snapshot of the state of the world’s reefs, studying 
environmentally fragile areas including Malaysia, 
the Red Sea and the Caribbean. 

The findings highlight an alarming range of 
threats, including anchor damage, overfishing of 
commercial species, pollution and damaging dyn- 
amite fishing. 

It is feared that 10 per cent of the world’s reefs 
have already been degraded beyond recovery and 
that another 30 per cent are rapidly beading that 
way. Only 1 per cent have any official protection. 

“If you need.proof of the plunder of our coral 


reels and the need for an International Year of the 
Reef, ask yourselves where all the sharks have gone," 
Professor Bellamy said. 

“More and more shark species are appearing in 
the red data book of endangered species, a sure sign 
that the natural balance of reefs is in danger. 

“Once these large predators have gone to fuel 
the demand for shark-fin soup and shark steaks, 
populations of other fish and invertebrates explode, 
speeding the destruction of coral reefs. 

“Of the 109 countries with reefs, over 85 per cent 
bave suffered some kind of damage from our care- 
less actions and in some cases the environmental 
and economic consequences have been disastrous. 

“This destruction simply has to stop, otherwise 
within 40 years over half our planet’s coral reefs will 
have vanished." 

Xlastair Harbome, UK Reef Greek Co-ordinator 
said; “Reef Check clearly shows that if nothing is 
done now to save these rainforests of the seas, we 
risk losing some of the most beautiful, diverse and 
important habitats on earth." 


LIFESTYLE ’ rt/V;. 

Women complain of sex hangovers 

Almost 40 per cent of young women have had sex they later regretted be-" 
cause they were drunk, it was revealed yesterday. 

The survey of 200 16-20 year-old girls also found that 55 per cent had start- 
ed drinking by the time they were 14. Almost half of those questioned said 
spirits were their favourite tipple. _ " ' 

Lee Kynasron, editor of teenage magazine 19, which carried out the study, 
said; “While it’s dear from tbe survey findings that sex and alcohol don’t mis, 
the most dangerous aspect of this is the implications this has for safe sex. 

“Under the influence of drink, young women are likely to forgp the. use 
of condoms and this can lead to unwanted pregnancy, sexually transmitted; 
diseases and the danger of being infected with the Aids virus. Our message 
is to think before you drink and make sure tbe sex you do have is the kind 
you don’t want to forget." > - '*■ 

NATURE ... ‘L' V ; " 

Crime is in the air for wild birds 






Haughey’s fib comes home to roost 
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Charles Haughey. the former 
Taoiseach, faces a humiliating 
sale of family salver in order to pay 
a crippling bill for legal costs lat- 
er this month arising from his ad- 
mission that he misled a judicial 
tribunal. 

Assets said to be on offer to 
private bidders include In- 
ishvickfllaune, his private Atlantic 
island with its own nature reserve, 
and Abbeville, his Georgian state- 
ly home at Kinsealy. outside 
Dublin, with its large wooded 
estate, lake, racehorses and deer. 

An executive in Mr Haughey's 
former accountancy firm is ex- 
ploring how sales could realise 
funds to meet the legal costs. Dis- 
creet soundings are reportedly 
already being made among po- 
tential foreign buyers for the 
rocky island in the Bluskcls off 
County Kerry. 

In the early Eighties Mr 
Haughey, 72. built a substantial 
stone holiday home there where 
guests included his friend Fra net) is 
Mitterrand, the French president. 

Mr Haughey recently made re- 
dundant half the staff al the 2S0- 
aerc Kinsealy estate, some with 27 
years service. Such prime devel- 
opment land would command 
well over £10m. but may not be 
sold in its entirety. Parts of the 
land belong to Mr Haughey’s 



sons, who have built homes there. 

Mr Haughey’s financial prob- 
lems go beyond the expected six- 
figure bill from own tribunal legal 
team. When the McCracken in- 
quire into payments to politi- 
cians holds its final session later 
this month to fix costs, senior 
sources say the retired politician 
will face a huge additional demand 
incurred by his own failure to tell 
the truth. That, in turn, forced tri- 
bunal officials to mount expensive 
international investigations l» 
trace bank transactions arranged 
to conceal the destination of the 
Dunne gifts. 

In a moment of high drama, Mr 
Haughey (above), four-time Irish 
prime minister, accepted in July he 
received tl_>m from supermarket 


chief Ben Dunne, a confessional 
U-turn followed by an admission 
that he had misled the tribunal and 
his legal team. 

Earlier he flatly denied re- 
ceiving the funds. Mr Haughey 
also faces rigorous tax inquiries 
from the Revenue Commission- 
ers. themselves under crit icism for 
failures to venTy how Mr Haugh- 
ey funded a lifestyle costing, the 
tribunal heard, more than three 
times his salaried income. 

Mr Haughey himself was dis- 
missive of such detail. “1 just 
want to say that l did not have a 
veiy lavish lifestyle, my work was 
niv lifestyle. I never had to con- 
cern myself about my personal fi- 
nances" he told the Tribunal. 

— Akin Murdoch 


Crime against wild birds is still rife, despite interest in the enyirqrtihaltat 
’“an all-time high,” a leading conservationist body warned yesterday^ 
Shooting, poisoning and egg-collection increased last year, althoogh the 
total number of ail offences reported was the lowest since 1990; according 
to the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. [-V 

Apart from birds of prey, at least 70 birds were illegally 
cormorant, grey heron, mute and Berwick's swans. Kingfisher andeveh black- 
bird. Nests of non-birds-of-prey robbed included nationally rare fewds such- 
as black-throated diver, roseate tem and chough. Fifty-one prosecutions came 
to court in 1996, 42 successfully, with fines totalling £26,295 and costs £1^330. 

Graham Wynne, conservation director of the RSPB, said; “At a time when 
life interest in birds and their environment is at an all-time high, it is a dis-; 
grace that the law is so widely flouted." The figures were published as the 
UK Conference of Police Wildlife Liaison Officers opened in Cdhuarthen. 

TRADITION 

Axe hangs over ancient village fair 

Villagers are going to the polls to decide whether a historic 650-year-old fair 
should be scrapped - because it causes an annual crime-wave. 

The 300 residents of (he picturesque Priddy. in the Mendips, are fed up with 
crowds of up to 10,000 people descending on the village every summer, 
are holding a referendum to decide whether to abandon the fair which has 
held on the village green since the Black Death in the 14lh century. Villagers- 
say the event which for centuries centred on a sheep market has spiralled out 
of control, attracting people from ail over the country and leading to a spate 
of thefts, drunkenness and violence every time the fair is held. Village post- 
master Jim FinJayson. who has lived at Priddy for 40 years, said; “Last year 
somebody stole all the gas cylinders from the village hail and left us with arblll 
for £500." Villagers have until 3 1 October to complete their poll forms. 

HEALTH 

Secret illness of the unhappy worker 

Most people who think they are suffering from stress at work are in fact de- 
pressed. a psychiatrist claims. Dr David Baldwin, consultant psychiatrist at the ; “ 
Royal South Hampshire Hospital, Southampton, said: “Sometimes people are 
not w ell matched to their jobs or have been promoted above a level they fosE" 
happy with ... or they are frustrated or bored." The symptoms of stres*£j~ 
semble those of depression, and. if left untreated, can lead to a worsening 
the problem. The key is to seek help early, he said. ~ r ~ 

— Jeremy Lauranee 

• "Coping with stress at work”, an audio programme of D1Y strategies produced 
by the Hryal College of Psychiatrists, is awi/able from Talking Life, PO Bax 1, 
H'imif. L47 70 D. £13.9 9. 




Spoon fa c e 

STEINBERG 

and other plays 


Gossip lands 
Dempster in 
hot water 


7.30 FOR 8 



A wealthy aristocrat went in the 
High Court yesterday in a hid to 
have gossip columnist Nigel 
Dempster jailed for allegedly re- 
pealing a libellous claim that he 
failed to make proper financial 
provision for his ex-wife. 

Baron Steven Bcniinck is also 
seeking to sequester the assets of 
Associated Newspapers, the pub- 
lishers of (he Daily Mail. He 
brought contempt proceedings 
against them over an item which 
appeared in the newspaper in 
August which, he claimed, meant 
he was extremely mean towards his 
wife Nora (above) at the end or 
their nine-year marriage. His 
counsel denied this, saying the 
baron had made substantial pro- 
vision for his former wife. 

Andrew Caldecott OC, for the 
newspaper, argued that no breach 
of its undertaking had occurred. 
The judge said he would give his 
ruling on Monday. 
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British scientists are 

preparing to sell their 

world-beating expertise 
abroad, discouraged by 
the new Government’s 
a W»rent reluctance to 
fund research. 

The Government says 
the money isn’t there. 
But, says Giortes Arthur, 
Sc *^ nce Editor, the true 
fault Res elsewhere. 


David Payne boarded a plane 
back from the US yesterday 
feeling pleased. He may have 
secured the funding for the Uni- 
versity of Southampton's Op- 
toelectronics Research Centre 
(ORC) to continue its 30 years 
Of ground-breaking research 
into optical systems, now one of 
the most important modern 
technologies. 


birds 


■r ft 



iltagefe* 


J 


ipp> 


ilC* 



Sir Harold Kroto: refused 
project funding 

Professor Payne's solution is 
simple: sell the expertise of 
the 120 staff at the ORC to the 
University of Connecticut, lock, 
stock and baneL Why would be 
do that? Because from 1999, 
half of the ORC’s funding, a 
£2m grant from the UK’s En- 
gineering and Physical Science 
Research Council (EPSRC) is 
being cut. Only short-term pro- 
jects - a couple of years - will 
be considered. 

As an innovator who has 
made many contributions to the 
development of fibre-optics, 
which can cany thousands of 
channels on glass fibres, Pro- 
fessor Payne’s response might 
seem like pique. But he is mak- 
ing a scientific choice - between 
a country which seems to val- 
ue his work, and Britain. 

This is not an isolated case. 
All over Britain, scientists who 
voted in May for Labour (and 
marry did) in the hope that it 
would mean a vote for better 
and more long-term funding, 
have found that the economic 
strictures adopted by the party 
leave no room for maneouyre. 
Some are taking direct action, 
like Professor Payne. 

The EPSRC insists that the 
cuts have been planned for 
some time, and points oot that 
the ORC is already receiving 
strong industry support, work- 
ing with 70 companies. 

Professor Payne is less hap- 
py, even about the radical so- 
lution he is co asidering. “The 
consequence would be that the 
intellectual property of any- 


thing that we invent and patent 
would go overseas,” he said yes- 
terday. “I don’t think the EP- 
SRC has thought this through.” 

Other scientists already 
know the feeling. Last year Sir 
Harold Kroto, of the Unversi- 
ty of Sussex, won the Nobel 
Prize for Chemistry — hours af- 
ter he was turned down by the 
EPSRC for funding of a three- 
year project into fullerenes, 
the molecules which won Him 
the prize. 

Yesterday he said, “I would 
Uke to see the Government ap- 
proach the 21st century under- 
standing that science is the 
dominant culture of this cen- 
tury, and will be even more 
dominant in die next. You need 
to understand it to survive. 

“Anybody who doesn't think 
that science and technology have 
freed us from the caves should 
try a simple experiment Go 
home and turn the electricity off 
for a day. See what it’s like.” 

At the core of this debaters 
the question: how much should 
the Government fund scientif- 
ic research? Two definitions 
are usually offered for labora- 
tory work: “baric” (or “blue- 
sly”) and "applied”. Baric 
research asks questions such as 
“what would happen if you got 
ail the atoms in a solid to vibrate 
in step?” and produces the 
laser. Applied research takes 
that and puts it in compact disc 
players, missile- aiming systems, 
accurate range-finders and new 
communications devices. Gen- 
erally, people argue that gov- 
ernment should- fund basic 
research, and industry, pay for 
applied research. . . V 
But the nature of science' 
means that basic research is 
published and available world- 
wide. Finns in other countries 
can apply concepts developed 
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Sweet words The ingredients of British chocolate face criticism in Europe that may result in bars of the confectionery being labelled 
'chocolate with a. high milk content*. Unfortunately, m France, this means “household chocolate’ Photograph: Peter Macdhrmid 
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INDEPENDENT 
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DEBORAH ROSS 
INTERVIEW 
Where’s a right 
winger to turn when 
even the Tories talk 
tolerance? To Piers 
Paul Read, champion 
of family values 

MEDIA 



Oliver Stone makes 
a Natural Bom Killer 
attack on the 
American media 

STYLE 

Po-faced designer 
shops -what’s the 
alternative? 

SPORT ► 

Gerry Francis in the 
Tottenham hot seat 


taxpayers’ money. In fact, a All because the lady 

TaAonarii orwiAwimAnl rhiriii " . 

loves vegetable fat... 


Japanese government study 
found that more than half of the 
concepts and discoveries that its 
companies were exploiting had 
originated in the UK. ■ \ ' 

So should the Government 
abandon baric research fond- 
ing? Ibday John Battle, the in- 
dustry minister . . with 
responsibility for science and 
technology, is meetingtbe pres- 
sure group Save British Science 
in Leeds. Denis Noble, SBS's 
secretary, said: “Wfe are specif- 
ically going to follow up on a 
comment be made last week, 
that he is “very worried ^ whether 
there will be enough seedcacn 
for the future’. The first issue is 
how he’s going to deliver on 
that.” Mr Battle has made what 
scientists regard as encouraging 
noises about funding. Bat they 
prefer to judge on actions. 

Sir Harold points oat that 
the lesson to be drawn frcsa foe 
Japanese study .is no i {jhhe- 
what it seems. “It suggeststhat. 
we’re doing realty well at jiro- 


Britahtfs chocolate is 
onder threat from rival 
confectioners on the 
Continent who argue 
that our product is hot 
pure enough to merit 
the name. As the British 
scored-an important 
victory this week, 
AmondaKdfy tries to 
discover what makes a 
‘reaJ’ bar of chocolate. 


ijfhe la^ thiBgon the minds of 
BU^I4sbdp(riiohcs as they bite 
in&thefr favourite brand is the 
exacrperventage and makc-ap 
of tile ingredients. But it seems 
would be so keen 

■ A£lhi£heart of the debate re- 


ducing and funding baric fe-.- vofrnmg around a proposed 
search here,” he said. “Bui it 1 . “Chocolate Directive” lies the 


points the finger at industry/ 
Why isn’t industry taking, up 
these ideas?” . 


question of when a bar of 
IfrecafatjB stops being a bar of 
chocolate- aad.beoomes some- 


t The real trouble 
with funding 


While Britain and six other 


The troabte wifl* science frmd- 
ingmBrtodaes^liew* 80 - 
enlists, orfhe Government. - 
Earlier thhweek Microsoft an- 


mous problems setting light to 
British industry. After two re- 
cessions, British companies are 
distrustful of science (and, to 
some extent, techDology),xulcd 
by accountants , and firm ly fixed 
_ . on the short term. 

**** Nortel an- industry complains that the 

"^SSSS^SS^ prcssurefor prefitsisioo great 
nounced the fru^of t^wo« work. But 

0 f Ian V&noe-* Britan woolgathering turned out nice- 

figured oirf^ to ^XSstsattheRoslhi 

netcomuniUK^UKms over mams . ^s^te andpFLTherapeutics, 


- mit up td S jpex cent vegetable 
fat, the res«rfthcEU requires 
chocolate & be made with co- 
coa butler jPiKists argue that foe 
use of vegetable fat means the 
product is not realty chocolate 
and they say the lower content 
of cocoa in British chocolate 
makes ft inferior. The makers 
of finish chocolate say these ar- 
gum ents are “ridfcnlons”. " 

’ Cadbury's spokesman Tbuy 
Bfisbdrough said: “Simply 


cbocolatey. It just makes it dif- 
ferent And the reason why we 
use vegetable fat is to give it a 
nice gloss and a nice snap when 
you break off your chunk of 
chocolate.” 

This week the European 
Parliament environment com- 
mittee rejected calfrfrom Boro 
MBs to make British confec- 
tioners change the name of 
thrir product They also reject- 
ed demands that British choco- 
late be called “chocolate with 
vegetable fro”. But, as they vot- 
ed on European Commission 
proposals to streamline EU 
food laws in the interests of the 
single market, they recom- 
mended that bars such as Cad- 
bury’s Dairy MSk should be 
labelled “chocolate with a hjgb 
milk content”. 

Panl Kirkwood, spokesman 
for Nes&£Rqwntree said: “Ws 
are very pleased to be able to 
continue catting it chocolate 
because that is what ft is ... 
British chocolate is every bit as 
good as on the Continent.” - 

The matter wfll betaken up 
again in a full session of the par- 
liament, On 22 October, when 
ministers wfll tiy to resolve 
theft divisions. 

John Newman, director of 
the Biscuit, Cake, Chocolate 
and Confectionery Alliance; 


[fife doesn’t make it any more 


said: “We are hoping that the 
Emopempatirarn^ 
die proposal that we should la- 
bel all m&djocolate ‘chocolate 
wrtfa a high aiflkdiocalate’. One 
of the mam problems with this 
that when the phrase is trans- 
lated info French it means 
“household chocolate’.” 


' WHAT'S IN A BAR OF CHOCOLATE? 


electric cables. 

A Southampton scientist 
prepares to move his centre to 
Connecticut to keep it going. 
Cambridge-based Imutran, 
which is developing * w# 

poito^totr^ 

Sto humans, ^to^ekv«i- 


who produced Dolly the doned 
sheep earlier tins year. . The 
Labour message is, surprising- 
ty, correett: industry should 
take up where a government- 
corseted by imtasable voters 
cannot Industry should start 


/ Fresh liquid foil-cream rnffle. . 

Sugar. 

■ Cocoa mass - the basis’ of atf chocolate produces, consisting or 
roa sted cocoa beans that hare been ground into liquid. 

Cm butter -the fa famoocMbm 

Vegetable fat - similar in nature to cocoa butter and coming 
raying fi, r scientific research, from African shea. Ind^ ^ and Malaysian palm 
iurtcapit^.fen^ *0®ir S wile.’ Because Bffl Gates ,&™kHter--afiqmdn^ 

US. Britain o&n of anmmte " Kaaicaao[asdct ; AedKXotoe. j x L 

vto ^ keen to est person in the world. Why v ' E«2 - ammonium phoq*arides which act as a stab3izec 

cries that SouWnTheorshebeBrifii? ' .Havourlngs - such as vanffia. are added to enhance the taste. 

^^/wsfeceenor- 
tnese 
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Tough. Guard against disappointment 
by insuring your life and ensuring your 
family's future. £50,000 of cover 
could cost you less than £10 a monthf 


direct 


0345 900 900 

Open seven days a week from Sam to fOpm 


Virgin Direct Personal financial Service Ltd is regulated by the Persona) Investment Authority. For your security, all calls to Virgin Direct 
will be recorded and randomly monltoredAMale non-smoker, age 3S next birthday, 10 yeqr period of cover, costs from £6.78. 
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Third expert casts 
doubt on nanny case 


For the second day running, 
medical experts have given 
evidence which contradicts the 
prosecution case against Louise 
Woodward, the British nanny 
accused of murdering her 
young American charge. 


The massive brain injuries from which 
baby Manhew Eappen died could have 
been caused up to two days before he 
was allegedly murdered by the nanny 
Louise Woodward, a pathologist 
told her trial in the United States yes- 
terday. 

Dr Umberto De Girolmi was the 
third prosecution medical witness to ad- 
mit that the nine-month-old baby's 
brain haemorrhage could have been suf- 
fered before the day he was admitted 
to Boston Children's Hospital in an 
irreversible coma. 

The doctor also said there was too 
much brain damage to find evidence to 
support the prosecution’s claim that the 
baby hud been shaken violently before 
be died. 

A consultant neuropathologist. Dr 
De Girolmi had looked for signs of aid 
injury or disease when he microscopi- 
cally examined the baby's brain, he told 
the Middlesex Superior Court in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. 

He had found none - but it was im- 
possible to be more precise about when 
the fatal injury happened other than that 
ii was within a week of Matthew's death. 

“The changes to the brain were with- 
in a week, they are not older than a 
week,” said the doctor. 

The baby died five days after his ad- 
mission to hospital on 4 February this 
year. 

The defence claims his brain injury 
could have happened earlier and gone 
undetected before it started re-bleed- 
ing either spontaneously or because of 
mild jarring. 

Dr De Girolmi told defence lawyer 
Barry Scheck that the injury could 
date back to February 2 - two days be- 
fore Miss Woodward, 19. called emer- 
gency services in panic to say Matthew 
was barely breathing. 

The prosecution alleges that Wood- 
ward. of Elton, near Chester, shook him 
violently and slammed his head against 
a hand surface in a bitter, frustrated rage 
because of his crying and her unhap- 
piness with her job with his parents Deb- 



Louise Woodward: Injuries may 
have been caused two days before 


crah and Sunil Eappen in Newton, near 
Boston. 

Woodward denies first degree mur- 
der which carries a sentence of life with- 
out parole. 

The pathologist who carried out the 
post-mortem exa mi nation on Matthew 
said yesterday he did not believe the 
baby had been violently shaken because 
of the lack of haemorrhage in the aeck 
muscles and the fact there were no bruis- 
es on his neck and ribs to show he had 
been grabbed. 

Mr Scheck asked Dr De Girolmi 
whether too much of the brain had been 
destroyed to find the shearing of the 
brain tissue which would indicate shak- 
ing. 

The pathologist replied: “I agree with 
you.” 

Shortly before the start of yesterday's 
hearing Woodward was in tears in the 
courtroom. 

She had to be comforted by her de- 
fence lawyers but quickly regained her 
composure before the start of the pro- 
ceedings. 


England fans arrive in Rome 
amid tight security 


A tight but low-key security ring greeted the first several hundred 
England football fans to arrive in Rome for todays decisive World 
Cup match against Italy. With Italian police on full alert, backed 
by British colleagues from the National Criminal Intelligence Ser- 
vice, the first waves of flights and trains passed oft without inci- 
dent yesterday. 

Fins arriving at Ciampino airport had their bags meticulously 
searched, causing some delays when charter planes arrived dose 
together and provoking some mutters of irritation. From there, there 
were specially laid-on taxis to take Ihe fans to their hotels. 

Smaller clusters of fans turned up at Termini. Rome's main rail- 
way station. Many of them bad accommodation arranged nearby 
and spent the afternoon sitting quietly in the neighbourhood's rather 
dingy bars. No major problems were reported. The one concern 
focused on fans buying tickets for areas of the Olympic Stadium 
where Italian fans will be sitting. — Andrew G umbel 


Canberra’ will be scrapped 


The much-loved cruise liner Canberra is to end her life in a scrap- 
yard in Pakistan, it was announced yesterday. The 45,000-toone ves- 
sel. which was used as a troop-canying ship in Lbe Falkland campaign, 
left Southampton last nigbt for Pakistan, P&O Cruises said. 

I -lunched in 1961 , Canberra completed ber final 20- night Mediter- 
ranean cruise voyage on 30 September ending a career which saw 
her safl about three million miles and carry one million passengers. 


Son freed over mercy killing 


A devoted son who helped his elderly mother commit suicide to 
end her life of pain walked free from court yesterday. 

Peter Pitman, 46. was initially charged with murder after the body 
of his 75-year-old mother Janet Pitman was found in a field with 
a gunshot wound to the head. 

Pi tman, a farmworker, denied murder and was given a nine-month 
prison sentence suspended for two years after pleading guilty to 
aiding and abetting his mother's suicide in a mercy killing. 

Bristol Crown Court heard how Mrs Pitman had endured 40 years 
of agony after being struck down with arthritis. She moved to live 
with ber son at Charlton MackreU, Somerset, 15 years ago but con- 
tinued to suffer from the crippling disease. The court was told Mrs 
Pitman was determined to kill herself because of her poor quality 
of life and had been screaming with pain the night before her death. 


Dickinson DNA tests extended 


Police yesterday began taking genetic samples from 170 French vil- 
lagers as part of the 15-month hunt for the killer of British school- 
girl Caroline Dickinson. 

She was raped and murdered in a shared dormitory in a youth 
hostel in t he Brittany village of Pleine Fougeres while on a trip with 
Launceston community college. Cornwall. 

French investigators began DNA-testing males aged between 15 
and 35 on a voluntary basis in the village where Caroline was killed 
in July last year. John Dickinson, her father, who has fought since 
Caroline's death for a more thorough approach to police inquiries, 
welcomed the move. He said: “This is something I have campaigned 
for very hard and I think it is a very important avenue to be gone 
down. If it does not lead to Caroline's killer being found, then we 
will try other avenues." 


Blair sets out his plans 
for Bill of Rights 


Historic legislation 
giving British citizens a 
bill of rights will be put 
before the House of 
Commons by the end of 
the month. 

Katherine Butler reports 
from Strasbourg. 


In Strasbourg for a gathering of 
40 European leaders, including 
the Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and Germany's Helmut 
Kohl, Mr Blair committed the 
Government to early incorpo- 
ration of the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights into 
British law. He promised a 
White Paper setting out the me- 
chanics of this move in 10 days’ 
time and publication of a Bill 
shortly afterwards. 

The move, importing a vast 
body of European human 
rights case law directly into 
British law, should give indi- 
viduals easier access to arbi- 
tration. 

British rather than Euro- 
pean judges will be entitled to 
rule on whether a person's 
fundamantal rights under the 
European Convention - the 
right to life, to privacy and to 


a fair friaL for example - have 
been violated and citizens will 
no longer have to take their 
^ a |ipng fis directly to Stras- 
bourg, where the Human 
Rights court sits. 

“I want the British people to 
be able to secure their human 
rights, not only from the Eu- 
ropean Court but also at home 
from their own judges. They 
should not have to go through 
the lengthy and often expensive 
process of appealing direct to 
the Commission and Court 
here in Strasbourg,” said Mr 
Blair. 

Britain was one of the 
founders of the Council of Eu- 
rope and signed the Human 
Rights Convention in 1950, 
but the failure to enshrine its 
provisions in domestic law has 
meant thai British cases appear 
before the Strasbourg court 
more than any others and 
Britons have generated the 
court's most high-profile rul- 
ings. In the 1970s it forced the 
criminal isation of homosexu- 
ality in Northern Ireland to be 
overturned, and outlawed 
birching in the Isle of Man. A 
ruling in a case brought by two 
Scottish teachers in 19S2 led to 
the eading of corporal punish- 
ment in British schools and in 


1995 the court condemned the 
British army for the “deaiboa 
the rockf killings of three IRA 
suspects in Gibraltar.- ■ 

Reforms to the European 
Court launched by leadersyes- 
terday will speed' foe proce- 
dures and cut the waiting time 
for rulings, which can take up 
to three years. A single court 
will sit in permanent session 
from next year, assessing ap- 
plications, and the present two- 
tier structure will be scrapped. 
British citizens wfll still be able 
to appeal to the Strasbourg 
' judges. 

Mr Blair also gave Britain's 
backing yesterday to a decla- 
ration committing governments 
to move towards the abolition 
of the death penalty. Officials 
stressed that a decision bn. 
abolishing capital punishment, 
still technically on the statute 

books for treason, still lay in the 
hands of parliament. 

0 Mr Blair joined 39 European 
leaders in sig nin g a commit- 
ment to ban human cloning. 
Chancellor Kohl also commit- 
ted Germany to a national ban. 
“Looking back to a dark page 
of our history where barbarity 
ruled, during the Nazi period, 
Germans take this issue very se- 
riously,’’ he said. 


Killer’s transfer to Ulster jail to be reviewed 


The controversial derision to 
transfer convicted killer Jason 
Campbell from Scotland to the 
Maze prison in Northern Ire- 
land is to be reviewed by the 
Secretary of State for Scotland, 
Donald Dewar. 

Campbell, a Protestant 
whose father was convicted of 
planting a bomb in two Roman 
Catholic pubs in Glasgow, was 
jailed for life for the murder of 
1 6-year-old Mark Scott as he 
made his way home from a foot- 
ball match in the city in 1995. 
Mark, who was wearing a Celtic 
top. had bis throat slashed in an 
apparently random attack. 

In a radio interview. Mr 


Dewar said be wanted to be sat- 
isfied that the proper criteria for 
Campbell’s transfer had been 
met before it took place. He in- 
sisted that the final decision on 
the move rested with him, not 
with his home affairs minister, 
Henry McLeish.who has found 
himself at the centre of foe 
growing row. Mr Dewar told 
BBC Radio Scotland: “This is 
a very tragic and very difficult 
and very complex case.” 

The move comes following 
a storm of political protest and 
criticism. Mr Dewarsaid he did 
not want to prejudge the case 
as it had to be decided on the 
evidence and the facts. 


Michael Ancram, the former 
Northern Ireland Minister, crit- 
icised foe Government's han- 
dling of the case and said it 
might put . a question mark 
over Mr McLeish's future, “ft’s 
quite astounding that a trans- 
fer of this sort in a very sensi- 
tive area bas taken place 
without the Secretary of State 
knowing the fullfacts." 

The loyalist politician whose 
paiiy requested foe transfer on 
behalf of tbe uyFparamili- 
taries said today that he-had 
made mistakes. Progressive 
Unionist Party leader David 
Ervine said: “He (Jason Camp- 
bell) is not.a political prisoner." 
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1997 Top Direct Lender Over Iwo Years’ - What Mortgage Magazine. 



The Chancellor can’t 
lower your mortgage rate, 
but Direct Line can. 


repayable over 25 years (300 monthly payments). 


tLendeir. 

APR 

Monthly Repayments 

. Monthly saving 

Total Payable 


(Variable) 

(after tax relief) ; 

with Direct Line 

(gross) 

WOOLWICH 

9.0% 

£617.80 - 

£49.33 

£195^86 

HALIFAX 

9.0% 

£617.01 . 

£4*54 _ 

£195.521 

J: ALUANOt& LEICESTER 9.0% . 

£617.01- 

£4fL54 . 

£195,372 

: ; DIRECT LINE * • 

7,8% . 

£568.47 / . 

/ V * - • '' 

£178,258 


■APRS based on Standard Variable Race Repayment mortgagee, cotreccat 29tfa September 1997. Source: Monoyfacts 
WStAS has been calculated under current tax legislation Which may. alter. ’ 


Now char the Bank of England sets interest rates rhe Chancellor can’r reduce your monthly mortgage 
repayments. But Direct Line can. 

As the cable shows our variable rate mortgage could save you almost £50* per monrh. 

No legal fees if you transfer your mortgage without moving houset 
We refund your valuation costs. 

No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity tees. 

You can borrow up to 9 0% of the value of your home.. 

We guarantee to save you 20". ’.ft on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

Don c let interesr rate rises get the better of you. For a cheaper 
mortgage call Direct Line. 



0181 649 9099 


0161 831 9099 


(BIRECTliy) 

0141 221 9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. 1ND149 
www.directline.co.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 


/Ofreec -Utw- FiBaftdftl S«r»tCM UmtoA ZSO Su Vincent C2 5SHi Mortgages from CUAOt to €300,000 waBAie 

j&faject to statu* forap to 90% of th ejiroperty rahadon or parefa?s» price* whichever b the lower. Appficano must be aged -Hi co 62. 
Seaatty «Ut« form of a first Legal ChwBefStamhrr! Secure, oeer tfM property Ml be requlred-Tbe s tand ar d valuation foe wftt-be 
refunded zo dw borrower once the mortgage is set up (for the txairfh quoted tbe fee y6t*6 be OI9). ^Direct Una will p ay ywir legal 
fees prodded yomowipte«ethe «rawfcf afyouriw ax^a on yoar etisfing hctnewSiig per toaritars padotge. M you dedde to ate your 
- Own' soffdtor to .carry out the uorfc Imtiwi bi die your ( I W nlgag e and the tees amount to more than £300, Direct tine WrB 

pajutie difference jqr to aroaxVrjum of £2B0.Th» is a Emlted oOer and may be w ith dr a wn «t wy timo without notice. Written quotations 
oh request Some ii wT g P i* * require payment of a fee to the aartoqg lender whenbtirn transferred frrhe guaranteed Insurance 

■wing -only bppBe* If V"* current Insurance fc amhgpd by yaw Tender aid Ts- suHectJa our n ormaS und erwriti n g criteria and 
corrwhndme Intis of cow. Cafe may be recorded and randomly monitored, YOUR -HOME « AT MSK IF YOU DO MOT KEEP 
UP REPAYMENT^ ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED -ON. It DheeC'lme and Che rad telephone on wheels 
are the trademarks of Direct. Linrlnstmee pie end used wM» a* permtsdoh, 


The CCDPERAITVE BANK 


Great 


77 1C COOPERATIVE RANK 


summer 



i.r v*. . . V , The COOPERATIVE BANK 
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Still 

paying 

for it? 




VISA 




UK’s lowest 
standard rate 



APR 


Guaranteed 


until April ’98 


No annual fee 


Just 10. 9% APR variable 
.-. from April ‘98 


Keepcyour credit limit 


No need to bank with us 


If you carry over a credit card balance 
each month, you should seriously think 
about applying for a Co-operative Bank 
Advantage Visa credit card or gold card. 
Transfer your balance and you'll pay just 
7.9% APR (that's 0.64% a. month) on 
what you owe now and on all purchases 
undl April ‘98. 


Thereafter, the rate reverts to 1 0.9% 
APR variable - currently the UK’s 
lowest standard rate*. On top of this . ' 
there's no annual fee, you can keep your 
existing credit limit and you don't have 
to bank with us. What’s more, foe 
phone call is free and foe lines are open 
24 hours. So what are you waiting for? 
•ww.eo-operadvetaikmufc 



MHIII 


Cv-operaowo Bank FREEPOST (Mft8 » 92), Mmdiestp- Ml 9A2 or phone 0800 00 79 79 
p4 houry a daji 7 day- a weel ). Bease ujc block captals. 


00 79 79 


Fidl name .. . 


Address 


?.:«** r S ft-««. c 29-? i; 


_ Postcode 

Credit faeilid*, arc sij^eci to status and not avaiiaMc co minor: Written quotaaorj jro amiable 


Phone number 


agtnc, lor cm dir assessment .1 ol the enquiry nay be rciamed. Pa, me™ K lnfon ™“ n pr ^ cd ^ ** W a crod* mfaraflW 

' Co-op™* b» n* =*= , Mm APR to* no I’X.Sfc*. 


♦ 




TF.r 










••••••• W - - 


"govjf 


5/CULTURE 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
II OCTOBER 1997 


Note of discord as 
pop stars sing in 
tune with politics 


The British music 

industry is endangering 

itself by cosying up to 

.0 th * Government 
according to former rock 
stof and agit-prop artist 
Bill Drummond. Pbuf 
McCann asks if there are 
really no more rebels 
any more. 


It is difficult to imagine the Spe- 
cial AKA singing “Stand Down 
Tony" or Elvis Costello wanti- 
ng to “Tramp the dirt down" on 
this Prime Minister’s grave as 
he did with Mis Thatcher. 

In fact it is so difficult to 
imagine a rock *n' roll opposi- 
tion to a Prime Minister who 
has Noel Gallagher round for 
drinks that one erstwhile rock 
star has called for a halt on the 
^ music industry’s pally attitude 
♦ to Labour. 

Bill Drummond, part of the 
art pranksters, the K Founda- 
tion, formerly known as the 
groups Justified Ancients of Mu 
Mu and the KLF, has attacked 
Alan McGee, head of Oasis's 
record company. Creation, for 
joining the Government’s task 
force on the arts. 

“I*m getting very fright- 
ened," Drummond said yes- 
terday. “It seems that the 


establishment has pulled the 
arts to its bosom, but it is the 
job of the arts to stand outside 
the establishment. As soon as 
you start becoming part of the 
PR of a government you are 
getting into a dangerous area." 

Mr McGcc maintained on 
the BBC’s Today programme 
that he was not a rebel which 
is why he is on the Govern- 
ment’s Arts Task Force: “It’s to 
... make h easier for people in 
the industry" he said. “The 
management of bands is cur- 
rently very inexperienced, there 
is no training. With government 
assistance the music industry 
can be juicer." 

The Government has dedi- 
cated itself to assisting the “cre- 
ative" industries such as film, 
music and design, which it secs 
as areas of future economic 
growth. It even sent a minister. 
Mark Fisher, to the muddy 
fields of Glastonbury this year 
to address the an audience 
waiting for The Prodigy. 

But Drummond is con- 
cerned that rock music will be 
damaged by government in- 
tervention and that opposition 
to the Government will be lim- 
ited: “At the moment there is 
no cultural opposition." 

Despite a proud history of 
a musical opposition to the rul- 
ing establishment, going back 
to Bob Dylan’s protest songs. 


the trend has petered out since 
the street-fighting days of high 
Thatcherism. 

From the class war of The 
Jam's “Eton Rifles" to UB40 
singing “I am a One in Ten", 
every band worth their salt in 
the Eighties lined up to oppose 
the government of the day. 
Even Bruce Springsteen sang 
Woody Guthrie's "This Land is 
Your Land", anthem, of the 
International Trade Union 
Movement, in stadia full of 
Reagan-voting yuppies. In the 
Nineties, opposition rock has 
been championed by anarcho- 
crusty bands like The Lev- 
ellers, with their support for 
environmental causes such as 
the Newbury bypass protests. 

For Drummond, who’s op- 
positional antics have included 
taking a dead sheep to the Brit 
awards, hijacking the Turner 
Prize and burning £lm of his 
own money, believes the rock 
world's fraternisation with 
Labour in opposition should 
stop now it is in power. 

He is taking a stand against 
Labour by setting up a campaign 
to U F* *k the Millennium". The 
K Foundation took out adver- 
tisements in the national press 
this week to ask people. to 
phone in and say whether they 
want the K Foundation to “F* *k 
the Millennium". How he plans 
to cany this out is not known. 
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Schmoozing; Liam Gallagher, of Oasis, and his wife Meg get together with Tony Blah- over drinks at No 10 in July 
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The MP who didn’t inhale 


Just because she went into a 
coffee shop it doesn't mean 
she inhaled. That was the 
message yesterday from Ann 
Taylor's office, after it 
emerged that the Leader of 
the Commons had popped in 
to one of Amsterdam's infa- 
mous establishments where 
Moroccan black is as readily 
available as cafe latte. 

"People seem to be taking 
two and two and making five," 
said a spokeswoman for Ms 
Taylor, after details of the 
visit emerged. "This should 
not be seen as an indication 
that the Government is going 
to legalise cannabis.” 

Indeed it shouldn’t The 
visit to Amsterdam, earlier this 
week, was part of a three-day 
fact-finding mission to Hol- 


land and France, intended to 
familiar ise Ms Tkylor with the 
drugs policies of other coun- 
tries. As chair of the Cabinet 
sub-committee on drug mis- 
use. she has travelled far and 
wide to gather information. 

No details were forthcom- 
ing as to which coffee shop 
proprietor played host and of- 
ficials refused to say what 
was discussed or - perhaps - 
handled. “It was a private 
visit. The minister simply, 
wanted to familiarise herself 
with the issues,” said the 
spokeswoman. 

It was a surreal end to a 
week in which Lord Bing- 
ham, the Lord Chief Justice 
had expressed support for 
“detached, objective, inde- 
pendent consideration of de- 


crimmalisation" of soft drugs. 
And it followed on the heels 
of expressions of determina- 
tion by Jack Straw, die Home 
Secretary, that he would nev- 
er bow to pressure to let up on 
the fight against drugs. 

However, Frank Dobson, 
the Secretary of State for 
H ealth told a televiaon stndfo 
audience' on Thursday night 
that he would consider mak- 
ing cannabis legal for suffer- 
ers of multiple sclerosis, 
making it available on pre- 
scription on medical grounds . 

Heart week ministers are ex- 
pected to announce the name 

of the person chosen tobe the 

. new “drugs tsar” who. will co- 
ordinate efforts across White- 
hall to combat drug abuse. 

— Sieve Bdggan 



KICKING 


Staccv lives life lo the full thanks 
to Sense. For ov er 40 Years Sense 
has helped children who are deaf 
and blind to make the most of 
(heir lives. 

Help us reach thousands more 
like Stacey who desperately need 
special support by completing 
the coupon below. Thank you. 


5 helps children who <ue dent and bhnd 


Address 


| Name- — Postcode , — _ 

| — — . . ' r£ ~~ fPfease make dteqoeS^I orders payable to Sense; 

! Here * my donation ^ ~^~ / Amex j CAFCharityGutf fPtexedeteex applioabhi 
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Army rape charges dismissed 


Six Army officers accused of gang- 
raping a 24-year-old woman walked 
free from court after their trial was 
halted yesterday. A judge at Oxford 
Crown Court decided there was not 
enough consistent evidence to convict 

the men, and directed the juiy to return 

verdicts of “not guDty”. 

The six - captains Philip Bates, 26, 
Darren Bartlett, 24, and Ian Barlow! 
29, Lieutenant Matthew Tup ling, 24! 
and officer cadets Nicholas Oettinger! 
20. and Andrew Stout. 20 - hadde- 
nied raping the woman at the Royal 
Military College of Science in Shriven- 
ham, Oxfordshire, on 27 May last year. 

The jury at Oxford Crown Court 
had heard that the woman, who can- 
not be named for legal reasons 
claimed the men assaulted her in a beck 
room at the college after a drunken 
day out at a nearby fete. The officers 
said she had consented to having sex. 

The following day the men sent the 
woman a bunch of flowers with the 
message “Sorry about the misunder- 


standing. Please accept apologies 
from all involved.’' 

During the trial a friend of the 
victim told the jury that she bad twice 
spoken with her on the telephone in 
the week leading upto the alleged as- 
sault The friend said she was pestered 
to join in a group sex session with the 
woman and a group of Army officers. 

The court also heard that 10 days 
before the alleged attack, the woman 
had had sex with Oettinger and an- 
other man at the college while Bates 
lay beside them in a drunken stupor. 

When the woman reported the al- 
leged rape (o police six months later, 
she failed to mention the earlier 
group sex session. She also failed to 
tell police that she had had sex with 
another of the men. Stout, just hours 
before the alleged rape. 

Judge Julian Hall decided that in- 
consistencies in her evidence made it 
unsafe to allow a jury to reach verdicts. 

He said the defence's attacks on the 
woman at the centre of the case were 


not “attacks on her morals or on her 
way of life, they arc attacks on her 
credibility or reliability as a witness in 
this case". He was conscious that it was 
normally for the jury to decide the- bets 
of the case, but he had acted as a fil- 
ter in this case to ensure a fair trial. 
However, he added,. “If six men think 
it’s a good idea to have sex with one 
woman, they run the risk of being 
accused of rape. I think they have 
brought this prosecution on them- 
selves." 

He said the six realised they bad 
gone too far after the girt was obviously 
upset - the episode was “almost 
bound to end in tears”. The judge went 
om “It was ill thought through by every- 
body and it does no one any credit." 

He ordered that the six men's 
costs should be paid in full. 

A spokeswoman for the Army 
said; “The Army authorities will now 
consider what action would be ap- 
propriate. Until that consideration is 
complete we are unable to comment." 





Passing the baton: Shana Roberts, an American on the Sacred Run, a “spiritual relay' around the worid led by Native 
Americans and which this week reached Aberfeldy in Tayside. She is carrying a “dream catcher*, part of the tradition^ : 
of the 19-year-old run which takes a message of peace from village to village Photograph; Jeremy Sutton-Riroert . 





WASHING MACHINES 


non* 


<9MfS3 M31234T 
12 DD apttfl ill load 

ISn mgan anss 

fi-steEaSSSS . smrtiOt 279a 

■K^AVaai.WOOspn 
ly IT in>«ainadii pBjyaimas 

p®HUdy£3SiS9. sMtr70E28fh 
i mmihb Hi ue r niia» iww 

BOOTY DUX CAWiOTO 

iC OO gteiCto w ash toad TRUE# 

. S MEttlO (3 39* 

fl—TWlSgTHn UMOW 

nt.SJ. mtxn 

MOO sai'iib waited 

«C^S?...8 WEe 80 (349* 

BWIW 11HBT HU Ul ' 11 1— 


I R.1085. 500-1000 varatt spin 
Mbuaftted MEW 

norm's. s wee120 (379* 

i ttmuimi HBinm 

HcuEvauaiunu 


‘wwa 11003*1 
iSwtrtteMquate mow 

SAKttOOcttta 

■nninriKimN 

■flbfeoW MTCUhia 
t 2)0 iwsh ted 
ttdgncan WOE# 

normaMB49^9 . s wtl5Q t499i9 

auunnuurHuwuiaiM 
BOSCH TORWB 
MOO apm lb wash toed ONE# 

%S. w: 1IOi499jt 

QMIHMIRBiarnBimMH 


WASHER DRYERS 


HVDG1295, 1203 3*1 
it# *39i tefsanteia 

e 349j9 

nmwaiBBtHEiniiiiN 
HOOTER PETS* 

HOOson/lOb nodi tad HMDEN 

roiS?PBg . S WE [160 ( 389* 

aswwregrHBCFTo m 
Hotpolat wQ8iR50an 100 3*1 sped 
iQbwdited 

«*sss5a... .s wEdtQe449ja 

■unwnB»mKvmw 


TUMBLE DRYERS 


CfHkder 37317. OEb 4y ted 

HotpalnC TL51P 

lit &l tecs tJWi kvpsAn&ma# 

ncr^^SS® . . SAEt30 £169.9* 

CTElb 37743 

lit Oy taWterae urtta asta 

99 . SWEtSO ( 189* 

J«*TW*TffleTpeCPTWW 

2ISBS TC470 Ccntaser 

11b Ay ted HNS# 

KKVt13flt279i» 


:7: SAVE il £130 ON 
■M DISHWASHERS 


+ UP TO 20IN STORE 


Wt6# 

s»ee80e219^9 


"WfiaCOWOK 
I2i*aaaa»ei 

rlp/ngama; 
namely 093.99. 

aHKSDwwr 

I209castttfig» WOE# 

nan8r«»® . &sie?13Q (299.99 

o rams user RSomsM 
aKHoeraiMunvA 

ACPSEtt iZufcceiMhas 


BOSCH SSS53T 

Uptte goin gs WIDE# 

. s«jj ) ( 399x9 

B*amginaoTw a o P B« M 


*2 

SAVE £ £200 


ON COOKING 

vm 

UP TD 130 « STORE 


BUILT-IN COOKING 


^EOaSOWHWtt Beane 

’GCOrwnUh 



iiauwanuBrneopnoNH 

Hsu auuaE ■ pouffl mte 


FREE STANDING COOKERS 


. CTFwffli Osarmiiflfta 
v*‘* Y-iy aj>irn wSTiH&s daa 
QmMnBdownandjS 
vmCtSia «uao* 

SME £110(169* 

. -j. «KJ 7SW5S)CyFanbrawi 

WHO aanc Stem oom 
S3wa*9*SnU«i|*BS «J0S* 

E&.pdlOt®# 

. ftyjn 314 Eton: 

1 socnnwan inns* 


imnHsinaBrREcmaH 

FKESKBCaKRKXlM 

Sttam*® . . .Tz" 

KSS'eShHSS 

lyansinBBvnEtinDM 


■ CannonB- HJISGGkbi Gas 
r# fia>m wtdifi TTOCS* 

rt^CSEiB . S«t2M ( 699a 

tUOTBSIflBeTHEOPnO*** 

umcmnaaaacmMEi 
unity sac i x 

Anfraati CSBOOi ftrun Etonc 
gJOan t»gn[outfc fyyi .MW,. 
iflaS®S. .SSK£dW(WW9 
m HansirensrRE oram 


iRsrjroaa HQGrean 
Gas Range, iNttianodn 
Awttfc ri Rady Own. Qmt 
aRojfaiajBinacftraolgas. ME# 
LPlaoteorawnc* iwi.Uflfl 
nam^C1699 . SMtAUUlPUra 
ttWroBwaBr n ii umiw 



(4711 ME# 

Lee L-flD60L Later Fniga TINE# 

S^rVt20d69* 

■HatpabT FiU3Pla*rRrtge ME# 

SS®?^m®e239j9 

unnwKmr nc. ji inm 
9Sandn«a lf88DUteR«ga 

S'SS ! “ , &(80 I 299* 

aaMPaiiiHBt ma i n ni— 


FRIDGE FREEZERS 


■WjZ?, ARTtGI 
j7- r Si' 


52.nSoi.ti 


ME# 


sweeJI 0c^9m 

n*>£3£ CCB334. 4S3.T TRUE# 

SSc^swEtlOO (229^9 

»WIWBtlBPW1BPTH B IFBW W 

monrima btbx 

0c259j* 

«wuBBtu«MoiBenBinnn 

Lee RD9W 

4 0/43 cut jnts cawceicn .40fl 
urn £33959 . SWEtOU U09J9 
11 — i n ew i w 

■ flpmbad GFFM&.495.3 ol11 

(319j» 

■ unnaiBBi m mam 


noiarnff 
FkehfiwAMfiOif ME# 

OTEtH)^ 
ennumHmrmi 
■fhpnu RR3P. 5014a CU.D ME# 

8Wt100[399j9 

imnnweBT MUnmw 
■AbvmhrraaSPifem 

FnH-Rwr72''4£cu.fi 
gras* 
rerotj 

« WHM MSCT RCE OFIOM 


ME# 

9B swei13Q{599m 


UPRIGHT FREEZERS 


«rai 


TREE# 


w e40rf49j» 

ME# 


nilcuB 

nom*£1Sf99 MIE 
Lee U-RC3BJ 

ssissaruDdiifl 

Mwledw hODtiy 
Frao-Fra WE# 

awmstimsimomm 
CScOKklDKlL^) TWE# 

s “^r&!70c349a 


lUirtA i 


iWM&vnBcnmmim 


CHEST FREEZERS 


reoAnrcRK 


injos* 
swec60e99j9 

Sandnom CFSC 

jsssr^rfDrfaob 


jacunBcxapim 
nomaSyflMSS 
TffllMlCIEW 



PteffaBl BCD' 'asm Cvra 
1 0D0 cars Dwp.'CcnWE RXSB* 
^ SWE mol . AA .. 

h-as5[4}99 oraOUTOPPUS 


ARIOIlCOCArxSf 
TlOPnXEPOiW 

Cn4rarT'30ls .CO „ 

'Fa dedaj infcaic» . . • tWJS 

HOQVBt UIKt 1 UP5U 
an'.'dCBCJiip 

Quoad iccb JBI.70*, 
£i?).S9 SMErOUtlifM 

Electrolux uj-iitapf 
1 100 -.^jns nsw UnrrsK. 

2SS** swee40(H9a9 

yiw Six 3-n-i Ctenaradrtrftj 
1 rna pc«r "Rr Sj.V ME# 
onw-sisn^ssn 

nemvi, riw® SAVEtOU EHsfl 

■ Vmfcn i>3 CAftU 

lew «3B5 -aatts BSM 

SSP . %:100e159^ 

□ *#on kxi r-yr Chro? 

gC* 

■.200 jm 

u#uaiges»0!n (WJ X 

air anwiKj/M matt 

^ (229^ 

■••wwiiiimBiaBt; 



YOU CAN’T BUY BETTER 

The Comet Price Index is your authoritative guide to the lowest prices around, 
We can say that with confidence because our prices are checked every single day 
to make sure they match or beat everyone else’s. 

Indeed we're so confident our prices can't be beaten that we offer the 
Comet Price Promise guarantee. 

The Comet Price Index - look out for it in your paper even/ Saturday and updated 
daily on Teletext Channel 4 p425. You can't buy better - and that's a fact 


LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED 

The Comet Rice Promeh guarantees thai,.rfyDu buy any pmducf then within 14 days 
find the sameoffer on sale locally at a tower price, we'll willingly refund the difference, 
PLUS 10% OFTHATOIFTEHBVCE. Ask in store for fell detafls.- 

AWARD WINNING PRODUCTS 

'HhWB Mil 

kfek jf RFffiPR Products cfisptayedwrth R denote award 
winning products and p denote 
. highly recommended products. 
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Vetting measures to 
check corrupt police 


Strict vetting measures to 
prevent corrupt and second- 
rate police officers joining 
tbe new National Crime 
Squad are to be introduced, 
the head of the force re- 
vealed yesterday. 

Roy Penrose, director- 
general of tbe squad, which 
comes into power in April 
with a workforce of about 
1,700, is concerned that be- 
cause his new team will be 
dealing with top-level crim- 
inals and offences involving 
huge sums of money it could 
act as a honey pot to corrupt 
officers. 

As tbe current co-ordi- 
nator of the regional crime 
squads, Mr Penrose said that 
he was aware of former of- 
ficers offering bribes to serv- 
ing detectives for help and 
information and of some 
forces giving exaggerated 
recommendations to get rid 
of incompetent staff “There 
are some very ingeriious of- 
ficers and criminals.” he 
warned. 

He said that to try to weed 
out any officers intent on 
wrong doing he would be us- 
ing a number of measures, in- 
cluding double checking 
some references, having a 
tougher vetting procedure 


for all recruits, and installing 
a confidential telephone sysL 
tem to enable officers to in-; 
form anonymously ; On 
suspected colleagues. 

He said that he would 
be “ruthless" in throwing 
out arty police officers who 
did not meet the highest of 
standards. 

The problem of corrup 1 " 
lion was highlighted last year 
in the case of John Donald,, 
a senior Metropolitan police 
drugs squad detective sec- 
onded to the south-east re- 
gional crime squad, who was 
jailed for 1 1 years for selling 
information to criminals. 

Tbe National Crime 
Squad, which has a budget of 
£95m and is made up of the 
old regional crime squads, 
will work alongside the Na- 
tional Criminal Intelligence 
Service in targeting the couth 
iry's most- senior gangsters. 

, .Mr Penrose said tte lack 
of officers tom ethnfclTack- 
grounds made it hard to in- 
filtrate some of the criminal 
gangs, such as Jamaican 
“yardies", Chinese Triads, 
Turkish heroin families 
based in London, and Russ- 
ian money launderers. 

— Jason Bennetto, 
Ciime Correspondent 
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Barra tt Browning’s love poem 
reaches most hearts 

Elizabeth Barra ti Browning has been hailed as the writer of the 
finest love poem in the English language for her heartfelt son- 
net which begins “How do I love thee? Let me count the ways." 
“How Do I Love Thee", which the Victorian poet wrote for her 
husband and fellow poet Robert Browning, with whom she eloped 
at the age of 40, was “a clear winner” of the Nation’s Favourite 
Love Poem voted by BBC1 viewers ahead of works by Shake- { i 
speare. Yea is. Robert Bums and others. Programme editor Daisy r 
Goodwin said she was “delighted but not surprised". “When it ; 
comes to love, women are streets ahead, poetically at least!” 

It is the second year lhal a woman has lopped the annual BBC1 
Bookworm poetry poll, which follows celebrations for National 
Pueuy Day on Thursday. Last year’s award for the favourite post- 
war poem was won by Jenny Joseph’s “Warning”. 

Medway laps at priory walls 

More than half a million pounds is needed to turn back the Riv- 
er Medway River in Kent and save the 13th-centuiy Aylesford .. - 
Priory — one of county's oldest buildings, home to a community., 
of working Carmelite friars and once a hospice for p ilgrims on- 
their way to the shrine of Si Thomas & Becket in Canterbury. . .. 
Rising river and tide levels risk a unique part of Britain’s. her-, 
ilage being swept away. The outside walls of the priory’s Pilgrim’s . 
Hall form part of the flood defences. But they are bulging oiit*j gA 
wards and are in urgent need of repair. The Environment Agtjn^ V^ 
has drawn up plans for a Jl 573,000 scheme to strengthen thawlls V 
and raise embankments. It is hoped lottery money will be on* ." 
vided for other vital restoration work. - Stephen GoaMf ■* 

£500,000 fines for digger deaths 

Two plant hire companies were ordered to pay £500,000 ixLfines, 
and costs following a road crash in which the arm of a digger aboard 

a low loader swung out and killed five people in approaching tarn 

m December 1995. Bazeley Plant Hire Ltd of St Colornb, Corn^ .' ' 
wall, and Chepstow Plant Hire Ltd of Gwent were found guilty . 
at Truro Crown Court of failing to ensure the vehicle was not a. . 
rwk to safety. They employed the driver of the low loader, Made 
Wade. 31, of Fraddon. Cornwall, who was found guilty of caus- 
ing the deaths of five people by dangerous driving. Judge Gra- 
ham Cottle adjourned sentence on Wbde. 
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Echoes of Dick Francis as arsonist stalksNewmarket 
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Racing uncertainty: Newmarket's close-knit community has drawn dose in the face of a succession of unrelated incursions from the world of drugs and violence 


An arsonist is believed to be 
stalking the stables of some of 
Britain's most expensive 
racehorses. 

It is the latest drama to grip 
the racing community in 
Newmarket where, Ian Burnell 
reports, police have recently been 
called to investigate armed 
robbery, drugs smuggling and 
murder. 


As the siren from the first fire engine cut 
through the Suffolk night air, Luca Cumahi 
was already in the stable yard leading his 
horses away from the flames of the burn- 
ing building. One of Britain’s leading 
trainers, he has been entrusted with the care 
of horses owned by some of the world's 
richest men; Sheikh Mohammed, the Aga 
Khan, Michael Ihbor. 

It was nearly 230am when he received 
a telephone call from a neighbour, telling 
him that the stable buildings at his Krem- 

lin Stud Yard we re ablaze. But Mr Cumani 

might have been forgiven for sleeping with 
one eye open. Only 17 hours earlier another 
fire had mysteriously broken out at his 
neighbouring stables at Bedford House, 
causing severe damage. 

Not only was Mr Cumani the victim in 


both instances, hut also each blaze began 
in similar circumstances, in the second- 
storey lofts of the stables. 

Police were last night questioning a 28- 
ycar-old mnn in connection with the fires. 

Meanwhile fire officers warned the 
Newmarket racing community to step up 
security amid fears of further attacks. 

Divisional fire officer Michael Jackson 
said: “They should make sure they know 
who is coming in and out of their yards and 
make sure they establish a routine. It is very 
difficult to protect properties like stables 
because of the way they are laid out, but 
owners must be on their guard.’’ 

Much-kwed in the racing fraternity, Iial- 
ian-born Mr Cumani, 48, is known for be- 
ing a mentor to Frankie Dettori, the 
country’s outstanding flat racing jockey. The 


trainer has been based in Newmarket for 
more than 20 years and the pinnacle of his 
career so far was his Derby win with 
Kahyasi in 1988. 

The first fire was started when the race- 
horses were on the gallops and the re- 
maining four horses were quickly led to 
safety. 

Bui yesterday’s attack was on a stable 
housings dozen racehorses, which narrowly 
escaped as flames ripped through the roof 
of the building. 

After yesterday’s fire, Mr Cumani said: 
“We led the horses into the other yards, 
by which time the firemen had got the fire 
und er control. Thank God no staff or hors- 
es were injured in either blaze.” 

He praised other leading trainers, Sean 
Woods, William Haggas and William 


Jarvis, who rushed to the scene to give help. 
Their reactions were unsurpriang given that 
the Newmarket racing community has 
drawn closer together in recent months in 
the face of a succession of unwanted, 
though probably unrelated, incursions 
from the worlds of drugs and violence. 

Earlier this summer, Kamil Mahdi, 48, 

a new trainer on the Newmarket scene, was 
the victim of a violent armed robbery at 
his yard. 

Mr Mahdi, along with his fiancee and 
a business associate, were tied up and 
threatened with a hand gun by two smart- 
ly-dressed men posing as racehorse own- 
ers. The men escaped with jewellery and 
cash worth £2,000. 

In July, Roger Hams, another New- 
market-based trainer, and two other men. 


were arrested after customs officials seized 
cannabis resin worth £3.5m in a horsebox. 
And the town has still not recovered from 
the murder of trainer Alex Scott, 34, who 
was shot in the back during an argument 
with an employee at his stable yard. 

The murder trial at Norwich Crcwn 
Court in 1995, at which stud groom 
William “Gem” O’Brien, 58, was jailed for 
life, gave an insight into the simmering ten- 
sions which sometimes exist behind the 
serene public image of the sport of kings. 
The jury heard that he opened fire on the 
millionaire trainer, shouting; “This is for 
you, you bastard." 

Yesterday as Mr Cumani prepared his 
horses for a meeting at Ascot, detectives 
were seeking to establish whether anyone 
might have a grudge against him. 
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October Oth. kinious day ill 

Luropcan Luxury .Motoring Hisrory. 

,| K day. at the London Motor Show. Hal! 1- 
CiitilUc will unveil the all- new Seville. Ana 
verv chortle America’ 1 ; top selling luxury 
debut in England in right- l,,nd dnvc v e rs loo 
h's a), pan of the American Challenge. 


The new Cadillac Seville sets new standards 
in styling' technical innovation and perform- 
ance. And offers more features (as standard) 
than any comparable car. 1 his full list will 
impress you - as it will astound our most distin- 
guished European competitors. The Cadillac 
Seville right-hand drive, Maoe in America, but 
designed for the United Kingdom. Are you 
read v to meet the American Challenger 


It's all happening at the London 
Motor Show, Hall 1- 
Should vou not be able to join us on our 
show stand, call Ov45 — 66 11 04. 

We would be delighted to supply any 
further information on the all-new 
Cadillac Seville. 

http://wwvv.cadiliaceurope.com 
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Scots lose out 
in football 
monopoly 


The toy maker Waddingtons 
courted controversy on the 
eve of the weekend's decisive 
World Cup qualifying match- 
es by consigning Scotland to 
the cheapest property in a 
footballing remake of Mo- 
nopoly. 

Scotland are almost cer- 
tain to make the finals if they 
beat Latvia at Parkhead to- 
morrow. 

But a new World Cup 
France 98 Edition of the 
London property game puts 
the Scots on the lowest-rank- 
ing square on the board, on a 
par with Switzerland and be- 
low Romania. 

While Brazil are top dogs 
on swanky Mayfair and Eng- 
land enjoy expensive Regent 
Street, Scotland languish on 
Old Kent Road - traditional- 
ly one of the shabbier streets 
in London. 

The Scottish football 
legend Denis Law was out- 
raged by the move. He said: 
“We have done extremely 
well. We will still qualify 
again and considering the 
size of the country that is not 
bad going. We should do bet- 
ter than the Old Kent Road.” 


Chaplin 
family refuse 
to be made 
Charlies over 
the euro 

What does Charlie 
Chaplin make you think 
of? Comic calamities, 
an unsteady gait, a 
bumbling persona - 
perhaps the qualities of 
an ideal candidate to 
promote the European 
currency. But, as Gore 
Gamer heard, his family 
have reservations. 


Plans are afoot to employ the 
late Sir Charlie Chaplin to 
carry the world into the 21 st 
century by extolling the virtues 
of European monetarism. 

A French advertising com- 
pany believes that the Little 
Tramp's silent humour will 
be the perfect way to promote 
the birth of the euro for a pro- 
ject sponsored by the Euro- 
pean Parliament. But though 
four of Chaplin’s eight children 
voted in favour, three were 
against and one abstained. 

Christopher Chaplin, 35, 
the youngest, who lives in 
London, cannot bear the 




Spanner In the works: Some of Chaplinas family are opposing the use of his memory to sell the euro 


prospect of his father’s cre- 
ation being put to such use. 
“God help us if it catches 
on," he exclaimed yesterday. 
“Imagine Budget Day, or the 
announcement of another in- 
terest rate rise from the Bank 
of England . Up pops that ’little 
fellow' we will have come to 
hate and dread." 

He also worries about what 
such a campaign would say 
about society. “How stupid 


have we become," he asks, if 
every piece of mildly compli- 
cated legislation needs to be 
explained by the “sicklysweet 
animated figures of our best 
known heroes"? 

But Egon EUenberg, of 
FR1 Communications in Pam, 
can think of no one better than 
Charlie Chaplin to put across 
the Eurocurrency message. “ 
He’s from nowhere and he’s 
from everywhere." 
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Mr EUenberg hopes to 
make a. series of 15 animated 
films, each 26 minutes in 
length and representing a dif- 
ferent European country. The 
cost would be $7m, paid forty 
the European ftriiainenL The 
actors Peter Ustinoff and 
Sophia Loren have agreed to 
do the voice-overs, to “trans- 
late between the man in the 
street, ie Charlie Chaplin, and 
the Establishment". Although 




be has a majority vote from the 
family, he must wait untD 1 
January for the final go-ahead. 

As the stream of requests 
continues - a Chaplin cartoon 
and a Chaplin theme park are 
already in the pipeline - 
Christopher Chaplin wili try to 
be faithful to his father’s mem- 
ory. “1 feel we should con- 
centrate on safeguarding the 
films. It’s quite a heritage ... 
We should treat it carefully." 
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NEW GAME PACK 


FLIGHT SIMULATOR 98 
+ LOGIC 3 INVADER 
JOYSTICK 




The leader in flight simulation 
for the PC pushes technology 
and realism beyond 
the horizon. 

Total Separate 
Selling Price £69.98. 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
SEPARATELY - 
Flight Simulator 98 
Currys Price £39.99 
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ENCARTA DELUXE A 

On 3 CDs the ultimate learning 
resource for anyone who wants 
to keep learning through life. 

More interactivities, more 360“ 
views, more videos, photos 
and illustrations. 

CURRYS PRICE 
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ENCARTA ► 

98 STANDARD 

Full Colour 
The world’s best-selling 
Multimedia Encyclopedia 
CURRYS PRICE 
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AUTOROUTE EXPRESS 98 GB 
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NICKELODEON 

3-D MOVE MAKER 
Urea you- awn movies using your 
fcvMttt 3-0 MckaMeon dwwen. 
Lawk of sou-td effects. falcgiiK 
camera main and special effects. 


ENCARTA 98 ► 

WORLD 

ATLAS 

The most comprehensive World 
Atlas ever created - contains 
4 times the detail of any others. 
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BRITAIN'S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL STORES 


Children 
risk of at 


at 


* Ministers have 

■ summoned leaders of a , 
local council after a 

■ report revealed nearly - 
200 children were being; 
(eft at risk of abuse. 

Qenda Cooper, Social 
Affairs Correspondent, 
examines concerns that 
Sefton council has failed 
its most vulnerable 
residents. 

“Misdirected" resources and 
“inadequate" services have left 
both children and the elderly at 
ride, according to a major review 
into Sefton social sendees by the 
Audit Commission and the So- 
cial Services Inspectorate: 

Nearly 200 children in ur- - 
gent need of help and protec- 
tion did not have a social 
worker and had not had a care 
plan drawn tip. Children’s 
homes in the Merseyside bor- 
ough were also not being in- 
spected as regularly that they 
should be, the review found. 

Old people were also being 
put at risk - eight of the coun- 
cil's homes for the elderly did 
not meet health and safety 
standards. Nearly 300 assessed 
as first-priority cases were wait- 
ing for assessments or services. 

The review estimated that it 
would take at least £2 .5m to 
bring the homes up to scratch. 
At the same rime they were 
dogged by high costs. While pri- 


vately run or vohBrta^^fe, 
cost on average 
Seftainfe were costmj^|f|ter 
•week. The 
around £3m;if wa* 

- This is not; tbe r 
Sefton bas come dskfijR®^- 
Earfierthis week. Age Gdweti- 
accused the coim^-of a^jng 
like a buQy by refusing fob§p 
•withresidentffllcareiK^^^d ■ 
.person has less 
ihe price of a funeral. r 


carried out reports on : lQ a»- -I 


... where the locaI«'dhcgity fc; V 
not serving well theneedsefthe' . 
local community,^ SirHefoeif; 


.SSL said. “Resources arebtang-:- : 
misdirected and semcesare^ 
adequate. Social services ' 
Kttie prospect ofbeing rearmed 1 
unless theiMimcdl’s leadership : 
takes robust and swift aefioh."- . 

The health inmistw. 
Boateng said that Lie has hh- ■ 
sisted council leaders see Mjar A:- 
uext week with an action plait _ ; • 
Iftbeyfail to cotoeup 


mem has the power to inqx^e‘ 
someone on file de^jartmeat j. ;' 

Steve Wilds, Sefton’s 
appointed director of socral... 
services welcomed the report - 
“It gives a dear agenda fifrt&f 
way forward," he said. “...lam 
0 ptimisticab 6 utthefutuieJ.be- s 
lieve the peopile of Seftoncan.; 
kxik forward totheserviccsth^ 
n^bitly deserve from SefionlsSo-V - 
cial Semoes DepartmeaL” 


National Front election 
candidate is jailed 


A former National Front by- 
election candidate who 
planned to “tear down the 
fabric of society" with a “vile 
and evil” racist .magazine'' 
responsible for a bate cam- 
paign against Frank Bruno’s 
mother, was jailed fbr X 8 '^ 
months yesterday. 

Robin Gray, 35, was 
caught with hundreds of 
copies of Sionner, a publi- 
cation produced by the far- 
right Combat 18 group. 

The boxer Frank Bruno’s 
mother, Lynette, received 
death threats and was forced 
to move house after her ad- 
dress and telephone number 
were published. The £1-50 
periodical, which preaches 
violence and death towards 
Jews, blacks and left-wingers, 


has carried similar details . 
about other high-profile per- 
sonalities. Among them are 
tfieTibefa! Demdjbratleader 
Paddy Ashdd^.tbenews- 


'and 

England footballer. 

• Andamong photographs 
of former’ Third Reich - 
leaders wereinstructibns for 
making lethal car bombs.-/ 
Sentencing Gray ; at 
Southwark Crown Court, 
Judge George Bathurst- 
Norman fold him: “In nearly 
37 years in the law l thought 
I had seen ^everything - but 
I have never seen material 
like this, so designed to stir 
up hatred against individuals 
and against groups.” 


current accounts 
aren't in the habit 
of giving you 

£30 


NO AVERAGE 


current account 


Open an Alliance Account before ; 3fl October 1997 and We*B - 
add £30 to your balance. ; . . ' 

But that's not the only feature that sets us apart from the rest." ’ 

• 24 hour telephone banking, 365 days a year . • V’ • 

• Credit interest of up to 3.0% gross p.a. 

• Low overdraft rates with, no monthly fee or set up, charge . 

• Access to cash via around 350 branches, 20,000 Post Offices • 

and almost 12,000 LINK cash machines . . 

We will also help you switch your account. To applyorfbr . . 1 . 
more information, just call us on the number below.- 


£30 ADDED 
TO YOUR BALANCE 

when you apply before 
31 October 1997 


■ ALLIANCE 
a LEICESTER fa , 

No ordinary cu/reritikcou/rf: ' • ‘ 


Call FREE 0500 95 95 95 
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■ CtKOpcnduc Bank Adwrna*c Visa cn?drt cant at IO.YXATH nsw nt> inw<m nn ik.wu.imiu,, , 


m 




op 












9/GAY BRITAIN 



the indepen dent 

SATURDAY mj 
11 OCTOBER 1997 AY 



Immigration rules to 
cover same-sex couples 


The Government yesterday announced 


relating to unmarried couples - includ- 
ing same-sex couples. Immigration min- 
ister Mike O’Brien said that the rules 
Labour had inherited from the previous 
BOvernment were “unsustainable and may 
have breached hu man rights law”. 

A new concession relating on admit- 
ting partners in co mm on law and same- 
sex relationships will take effect from 
Monday. Bat Mr O’Brien said the criteria 
applied to them would be “much tighter 
than for those who can marry”, thus re- 
taining the “special position of marriage”. 

Under the new rules, a couple will 
have to show that they have been living 
together for four years or more and in- 
tend to continue to live together per- 
manently. Once admitted, they will have 
to show that the relationship has con- 
tinued for a further year before being 
allowed to settle in the United kingdom. 


In a statement, Mr O’Brien said 
Labour had always supported the fun- 
damental principle of immigration rules, 
that someone already settled in the UK 
- such as a British citizen - could bring 
their spouse to join them, provided they 
met tests on the genuineness of the mar- 
riage and financial self-sufficiency. 

Tb ensure good administration of the 
immigration system, “legal marriage 
must be the key to entry for the partner 
who is not British or not settled here”, 
said Mr O’Brien. However, some couples 
were barred by law from marrying, either 
because one partner could not remarry 
or because they were of the same sex. 

The new proposals were criticised by 
former Tory Home Office minister Ann 
Widdecombe, who said: “It undermines 
marriage and secondly it undermines im- 
migration control. So the Labour Party 
have managed to deal a severe blow at 
both in one fell swoop.” 
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Manchester 
club scene 
turns against 
heteros 


The bars and dubs of 
the Canal Street area in 
Manchester, feeling 
threatened by the 
popularity of gay culture 

among the North-west’s 

revellers, are turning 
straight men and 
women away. 

Paul McCann asks if this 
is heterophobia or 
positive discrimination- 

The attempt by the Conserva- 
tive Parly to reposition itself as 

gay-friendly is probably the 
last piece of news the Man- 
chester gay village needs. 

Bars and clubs have started 

turning away straight easterners 
in what some have described as 
/e of “Heterophobia”, but 

vdtich the dubs see as essential 

to the survival of the gay com- 
munity, according to a docu- 
mentary to be screened by 
Channel 5 tomorrow night 
Clubs like the Paradise Fac- 

J <nu1 Hare litre 


admitted. “Rosie, who does 
the vetting on the door, is a gay 

person who spends a lot of time 
in gay dubs and bars and just 

gets to know the faces. And 
there are people we turn away 
who start to get abusive - 
shouting “faggots” and 
“queers" - so you knowyouVe : 
made the right decision.” 

The attraction for straight 
men and women is that the gay 

dubs offer a less threatening at- 
mosphere than heterosexual 

venoes. “They know it is a nice- 

easy-going atmosphere and its 

a place where they can just drill 

out,” Gordon Edwards, a door- 
man at the Paradise Factory 
told Channel 5. “You don't 

gpt the normal, how can you say 

it, idiot blokes, like you’d nor- 
mally get in a straight dub. 

Mr Edwards even believes 
some straight men come to gay 
dubs looking for women- “The 

nicer gjds who narmaDy get has- 
sled all night, they come here 
knowing they're not going to gpt 

« i i notadraivhtla 1 




Manto now employ drag 

queens and gay doormen to de- 
cide whether customers trying 
to gain entry really are gay- 
“We’re not anti-straight,” 
ys Andrew O’Dwyer, man- 
-er of the Paradise Factory, 
which turns away 400 people 
,ery weekend. “They can 
come in as long as they come 

with gay friends. But vriiat hap- 
pens is if you get too many 
straight people in you get a 
change in atmosphere, the vibe 
changes. 

“It also means you could 
spend the whole night chatting 
someone up only to discover at 
the end of the night that you’re 
not going to get anywhere. 

*^\Ve get accused of dis- 
crimination, but it ispasiSve dfe- 
crimination, to try to maintain 
the atmosphere that attracts 
people in the first place. 

John Hamilton, manager of 

Poptastic, says its easy to tell 

. . un. .V. .mifllM, 9TP 


dressed, by the way they ad, 
their mannerisms and asking 
them who they kiss and where 

tbeygp" . .. 

Mr O’Dwyer insists that tus 

door policy doesn’t mean that 
only gay “clones” can be 



A bar in Canal 

Street, the heart 
of the Manchester 
gay scene, where 
the success of the 


Manchester Mardi 
Gras has been 
blamed for 

attracting 

inquisitive 

heterosexual ti 

customers to the u 

area ^ 
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Resort stabbing 


A Spanish man was due to be 
questioned today in connection 
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who uses his head a bit and 
comes here.” 

Mr O’Dwyer is also con 
ceraed about the kind of 
straight men he lets in - in case 
they take offence at being ap- 
proached by gay men. “If a 
woman gets her bum touched 
by a man she's offended. If a 
straight man has his bum 
touched by another man it 
an cause quite a bit of of- 
fence.” . 

Mr O’Dwyer blames the 
success of the annual Man- 
chester gay Mardi Gras, which 
this year attracted 130,000 peo- 
ple to the gay village, and 
means there is now a rash of 
bars opening or planned that 
will not be strictly gay. 

“There are people opening 
bars here who are almost ho- 
mophobic, they are just cash- 
ing in. Some of the breweries 
are making an effort to main- 
tain a gay atmosphere, but 
f they’re still just interested in 
l money” 

. “Then there are restaurants 
’ jibe the Mash and Air, which is 
»• very nice, but is attracting the 
I , yuppie Cheshire set who would 

never have been seen here 

s before”. _ - .> 

lt • Whm’s Vie Story? Channel?, 

e Sunday 7pm. 
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idaymaker who was found 
stabbed to death on a toun^ 
beach. The body of 50 -year-old 
Peter Simms was found on the 

beach at Sitges, a popular re- 
sort south of Barcelona, on 
Wednesday. 

A local man had been ar- 
rested in connection with Mr 
Simms’ murder and was to be 
interviewed by the examining 

magistrate investigating foe 
■ _ u .i,«m9n ni tne 


a mobile phone company 
Coventry, and was thought to 

have been fflngje, was due to re- 
turn home to Northampton 
tomorrow,' after a two-week 
h oliday with a friend. His broth- 
er and mother were too upset 


. i :• 

¥ 







itish consulate 

Mr Simms, who worked for 


In line with Spanish police 

practice, the suspect, a 44- 
year-old local man, was named 
only by his initials of JOM. A 
judge is to decide in the next 
few days whether to release bnn 

on bail or keep him in custody. 

JOM, who was continuing to be 
questioned by officers, has not 
admitted murdering Mr Simms- 
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10/TORY CONFERENCE 


gj^g KPQQL SKETCH: DAVID AAR ONOVITCH 

Rapture as William passes the Dunrulin test 


The ball at the Dunrulin Nursing Horae 
^-Uefolk was bothpacked 
d " d h | h d ' f° w u P° n row of residents. 

suits, filled the 

S w e ' m a P la “ of promi- 
nem,e. sal Mjss Evadne Trott of the local 

ThoTh a ^ r ' Ph r ical proofof the success 
ihai bad attended William's conference 

ihc ftitme drMd ,UdSC ° f ^ for 

first figure to appear on the 
small stage not, however, William 
himself. After much consultation the 
Outlaws had decided that the occasion 
required a build-up. 

Eventually trial by combat had resulted 
m a decision that priority should be given 
to the young, the female and the essnic 
(Temur being a misininslaiion 
by William from Violet Hizabeth’s lisp- 
ing plea for diversity). 

So it was that the day's proceedings 
commenced with a spirited, incongruous 
burst of “I've Got A Lovely Bunch of Co- 
coanuts", played by Cecil on the electric 
organ, followed by a muddy, happy Violet 
Elizabeth, who launched into an enthus- 
iastic, if unstructured, commendation of 


her “leader and belhi friend, William 
Hague!” 

And then, on cue, William himself ap- 
peared. He was immaculate. Every part 
of his visible physiognomy - ears, knees, 
neck, forehead and crown - had been 
scrubbed to a marvellous shine. His de 
was straight, his shorts were clean. He was 
a credit to his mother. 

William paused, glanced at Evadne 
Trott. and began. “This conference has 
been jolly good, an' we’ve all been fresh!" 
He paused again, and his audience oblig- 
ed him by clapping, “We've been a lot 
fresher *n those Tony BJairites.” Once 
again he was clapped. William looked 
belligerently from side to side, and went 
on. “That Tony Blair is nothin' but a rot- 
ten of cheat anyway, what steals all his 
pol’cies from us. Whenever we have a 
pol’qy they go an’ steal iL S’no wonder we 
haven't got any pol'cies left. What’s the 
point of havin’ pol'cies, when other folks 
jus' keep on slealin’ 'em?" 

William felt that he had struck a rich 
vein of indignation, and that it was - even 
yet - not entirely exhausted. Mindful of 
Violet Elizabeth's injunctions on the 



Qvb Pnealey 


subject of compassion, be now raised his 
voice. “An* what about carin’? They say 
we don’t care. Well we jolly well do care! 
If I see an ol' lady at the side of the road, 
I jolly well grab her arm an’ drag her 
across, no matter how much traffic is 


cornin’. We care more ’n anyone, ac- 
shualiy. It's jus' we don’ always go Idlin' 
people how much wc care.” 

In this confessional mood, William now 
moved on to the subject of past errors. 
“An’ we made mistakes,” he admitted. “A' 
course we made mistakes. Its only yuman 
to make mistakes. An’mals might not 
make mistakes, an' l s'posc robots might 
not make mistakes. But yumans do. and 
I am ayuman!” Here William paused for 
effect, and achieved assem from all 
around the hall that he was. indeed, a yu- 
man. “Mind you.” WDliam continued, 
“apart from thaL catapult gain' wrong and 
breakin* a window at the cottage hospital 
- and that wun’t really my fault, 'cos it was 
a rotten catapult- apart from that I can't 
acshually think of a mistake, but Tm sure 
we made 'em, ’cos we’re yuman." 

With this flourish William had at last 
reached the end of his speech, and of the 
conference. As Dunrulin erupted into a 
restrained frenzy of brittle applause. 
William gave a high whistle, and his faith- 
ful Welsh collie, Jenkins, leapt into his 
arms, licking his face joyfully. It was, . 
William though L his happiest moment. 
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you need NOW 
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Amcor H200 
Dehumidifier 

1 speed Ian. 
tollable humidity 
control. 5 Hire water 
container capacity. 
Suitable (bra 2/3 
bedroom house. 
Was £149.99 
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Gainsborough mm 

»c££8 4'" 

Also available 

8.5k W. (Nat ahowri.) XYO.99 
Was £119.99 L#7 




“This garden vacuum 
makes collecting leaves 
quick and easy ” 


DARREN HAMMOCK 
Garden Centre Sales Supervisor 
B&Q GRAVESEND 


Al-ko Classic 
‘New Tec 1 1300 
Garden Compost 
Shredder 
1400 watt motor. 
Reversible cutter 
blades and safety 
features. 
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Gainsborough 
Energy 3000X 
Qecrnc Shower 
10.6kW. 

Was £149 

£119 
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Splash 
Bathroom Carpet 

1.52 x 1.83m. 
Available In pink, 
blue, cream 
or green. 


Bosch Garden Vacuum AVS1 

1100 watt motor. Blow and suction action without 
complicated changing of tubes. 

Collection bag with zip for easy 
emptying. Weight 4.8kg and i A 

includes 12m cable. B ■ 


Oxford 

Outdoor Lantern 
Cast Aluminium. 
60W. Available In 
black or white. 


action without 

£69 
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(Excludes bulb.) 
Vtos £16.99 

£122 


Pine Comer Shelf 
200mm. Was £2.19 

300mm. Was £2.75 

400mm. Was £3 .19 


£t 69 
£1" 
£ 2 69 
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Standard Cooker 
Hood and 
Gas Hob 

With standard wall mounted 
hood and gas hob. In brown or white. 
Oven features: Four-flaw cooking 
system, variable griH, 60 minute 
minder, integrated cooling fan 
system, double 

97 LXW Teach 






compost and 28 
assorted bulbs 
grown from 
cultivated stock. 
(5 tulips. 3 pink 
pearl hyacinths. 
10 narcissi. 10 
blue anemones.) 



Dutux Vinyl Matt 
or Silk Emulsion 
Pure Brilliant White. 
5 litres. 

Was £11.99 




Florence Vhrianf 
Ceramic Wan Tiles 
Box of 27. Available 
in grey or peach. 
Plain, border or inset. 
20cm x 1 5cm approx. 
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Covemaster 


Superior Coving i 
100mm x 2m lengths. 

Pack of 6. Was £13.99 

£ 102 tfT 


t Dulux Once One Coat 
I Vinyl Bolt Sheen Emulsion 
L Pure Brilliant ^ - 

7 White. < 

4.5 litres. #■ 

Was £18.49 kill 



Matt or Silk 
Emutsion 
Available in 
various colours. 


Was £16.99 
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The new tolerance 
fails to extend to 
consent for gays 


John Redwood yesterday 
said he would vote for 
the age of consent for 
gays to be increased to 
21. Colin Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
finds that the Tory party 
supports William 
Hague's revolution on 
family values, but only 
up to a point. 

Some Tory traditionalists were 
ready to accept the need for tol- 
erance towards gays, single par- 
ents. and the changing British 
family. But tolerance did not ex- 
tend to reducing the age of con- 
sent for gays from IS to 16. 

“i believe in the institution 
of marriage.” said Stanley Ren- 
dali, a grandfather and chair- 
man of the Norwich North 
association. “However we 
would rather not have had all 
the changes we have had. we 
have to be tolerant We must ac- 
cept there is a lot of change in 
the world." The change should 
not extend to legalising gay sex 
at 16, he said. 

Carrying a Union flag and 
a St George’s flag, Brenda 
Collins, 62. returned to South 
Holland and the Deepings in 
Lincolnshire uplifted by 
William Hague’s speech. Like 
many traditional Tory activists, 
she said the trend away from 
married life was “unfortunate- 
ly a sign of the times”. 

She added: “T m not against 
gay people. In fact, some of them 
are really nice but they should 


Sam, friendly face of the 
party, gets the sack 


The Tories called for 
‘compassion’ at the 
seaside. But Colin Brown 
discovers that at home 
it is sacking its own 
office staff . 


Sam Anderson was answering 
the telephones in the press of- 
fice at Conservative Central 
Office yesterday, minding 
the shop while the staff were 
in Blackpool for the party's 
annua! conference. 

Mr Anderson, 50, will be 
out of a job by the end of the 
month. He is one of more 
than 50 party workers who are 
being made redundant or giv- 
en early retirement to cut 
costs at the party’s head- 
quarters in Smith Square and 
regional offices. 

As a messenger who car- 
ried press releases to the 
Commons. Mr Anderson is 
angry ahout being made re- 
dundant from his£15.000-a- 
vear jnh after 12 years with 
ihe Tory parLv. “I was always 
invited to Christmas cocktails 
when Maggie was in office. 1 
presented her with a blue car- 
nation when she won the 
election in 1983. I feel very 
sad about being made re- 
dundant.” he said. 

The clear-out of staff has 
been carried out by Lord 
Parkinson, the parly chair- 
man. and his deputy. Archie 
Norman, the Asda super- 
market boss, to shakc-up the 
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party machine. Lord Parkin- 
sou told staff last week that 
the party headquarters cost 
£10.5ra a year and would go 
bankrupt if it continued 
spending at that rate. 

Some of those who are go- 
ing are baffled by the cuts, 
which include two officials 
who acted as the link to eth- 
nic groups. Conservative 
trade unionists and Tory 
graduates. One insider said: 
“William Hague has devoted 
part of his agenda to devel- 
oping the voluntary wing, 
and reaching out to young 
people, and ethnic groups, 
and yet they make these cuts. 
It doesn't make sense." 

There are about 40 re- 
dundancies and early retire- 
ments in the regions, with a 
further 20 jobs cut in Central 
Office, including research 
staff and press officers who 
were in the front line at the 
election, and were on duty 
this week in Blackpool at 
the party conference. 


never have children.” She was 
also opposed to reducingrheag? 
of consent to 16. “No way - and 
1 don't like paedophiles. They 
should lock them up arid throw- 
away the key.” 

John Redwood, the leading' 
right-wing voice in Mr Hague’s 
Shadow Cabinet, was relieved 
that the passage in the leader's 
speech on the family was not as 
liberal as had been Mled in some 
newspapers. He said Mr Hague •: 
bad reinforced support for the 
family, not undermined it by sbp^ 
port for gay relationships, “if - 
they are not breaking the law, 
that’s fine by me," he said about", 
gays. “I would go for the high- 
er age of consenL I voted for 21 
and I would do that again, but ~ 
that is a free vote matter. I don’t 
go round campaigning on it” 

Iain Duo can-Smith, social 
security spokesman, said the 
family had to be supported 
through lax and benefits. “I am 
simply saying we believe in the 
traditional family, ” he said. 

Shadow Home Secretary, Sir 
Brian Mawhinncy reflected the 
mood of many traditionalfcts 
when he said the Tbries had to 
accept that the traditional fam- 
ily was changing, through divorce 
and life-style. “I thought his 
[Hague’s] explanation was ex- 
actly right. We have spent so 
much dme defending the con- 
cept of Conservative values that 
impressions were created that 
didn’t accurately reflect the Con- 
servative F^rty... we created the 
impression that if you weren't in 
a traditional nuclear family, we 
weren’t interested in you. I don't 
think that was ever true.” 
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Hague offers 
balance of 
apology and 
pride 


William Hague 
yesterday began the 
long-haul task of 
rebuilding the fighting 
spirit of his crushed 
party* Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, analyses 
the leader’s wind-up 
speech. 


Conservative representatives 
in Blackpool gave their leader 
a standing ovation for a skilled 
and accomplished performance 
in which he tried to bury the 
May defeat and make his party 
fit for government once more. 

In a key passage. Mr Hague 
said: “1 want to tell you about 
a changing Conservatism that 
acknowledges its mistakes. But 
I also want to tell you about a 
proud Conservatism that has 
served this nation well and will 
do so again.” 

There were fewer apolo- 
gies than Michael Portillo made 
in his conference fringe speech 
on Thursday night- Nothing 
was said of the higher tax bur- 
den and the imposition of 
value-added tax on fuel; or for 
the scapegoating of single 
mothers, rises in hospital wait- 
ing lists, crime rates, unemploy- 
ment, inner city riots or poor 
educational standards. While 
Mr Hague appealed for toler- 
ance, he also expressed an un- 
shakable belief in the values of 
traditional family life. 

His big apology was for the 
1990 decision - with Margaret 
Thatcher as prime minister 
and John Major as chancellor 
of the exchequer - to take 
sterling into the European ex- 
change rate mechanism. 

Yet Mr Hague was quick to 


point out that almost everyone 
in the countiy had backed the 
decision at the time. 

As for the euro. Mr Hague 
stuck to the Shadow Cabinet 
compromise formula, saying 
the Tories would not favour 
abolishing the pound for the 
foreseeable future. 

But, using a phrase that will 
disturb the party's diehard 
Euro-sceptics - those who be- 
lieve that too much power has 
alreadv been ceded to Brussels 
- Mr Hague, on the subject of 
European integration, said: ■‘In 
my opinion, we are near that 
limit now." 

The strongest passages of 
the speech were reserved for 
Labour, although the spin- 
doctors' promised attack on Mr 
Blair's “bossiness" did not ap- 
pear in the final version. 

One word Mr Hague 
repeated a number of times was 
“community” - one of the basic 
words in Tony Blair s new 
Labour vocabulary. 

The Conservative analysis, 
confirmed by the leader, is 
that Labour lacks core values, 
and their deep-seated cynicism 
will eventually generate public 
contempt. Mr Hague said he 
hoped for success in the local 
elections in May, where Labour 
would be defending a record of 
poor services and high taxes - 
the test on which the Conser- 
vatives suffered a landslide de- 
feat in the general election. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, commented: 
“No matter how hard William 
Hague tries, he cannot dis- 
guise two fundamental prob- 
lems. Their policies were wrong 
and remain wrong. And their 
claims of unity are utteriy 
bogus, as the continuing conflict 
over Europe shows. 



The freshest and most 

exciting occasion for 

years, says leader 




In a speech which «* cen “!“? 

— 
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leader. 
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oldest political party into a 
equipfwd for the 21st centtny. hesrnd- 
^months from now. * ^ 
the foundation of a new, ^d, • 

Hague said the Tories' first job would be 
lorin back council seats in c>ccn°K next 
May. “At best. Labour m local governmen t 

is about failing schools. poor it s 

tered sLrecls and high taxes. Atworalil.s 
about cronyism, corruption and abuse : of 
power. It stinks, and it is tune for the Con- 
servative Party to clean it up, be Mid. 

Mr Hague outlined his own brand of 
conservatism, describing it .m 
compassionate, tolerant and forward-look 
in « WhSe respecting traditional values. 
"Labour might espouse such values but 

rststesss 
“ssaasasssqg 

political success. As Labour admitted last 
week, for them the prime goal of govern- 
ment is to secure their own re-election. 
™ e _ . . a mmicisrn ID 


' » Jm WmSm ment is to secure their own 

Labour bad introduced a cynicism into 

f Hope and Glory* 


push-over. He’s been ™ ra P e ^^“h<: 
Seldng out his pohuol 

“tlSouideueourage^opie. 

ancient human instinct of all- 
must continue to work to 
ihev already did quietly through voluntary 
groups and charities all over ^ecou"^; 
“Doift tell me the Conseivative W * n 
a caring party. I want ^eryonu to uoder 

Stand ihis: core ... 

tra to conservatism- It s at iu> vc * J 

“When Labour talk about society, they 

mea^hes,a t ,WhenU,ey«uUhe . 

community, they mean P°hu^-J^„ 

when they talk about 

a cheque drawn on someone else s account 
But for Conservatives. wmpas*n d«™ 1 
end when you've sent off your tax cheque. 
"Tories believed in Pj-W-J ™d ( 
thev believed in the United Kingdom. IX ' 
Sn ^uld destroy that “Wb have <*cry . 

ngh^o be proud. Ours is a naUo„_wfoch 
his shaped the civUised world ... To lead 
Ite people into the casual destroctmn o 
rnir constitution and leave them with dis- 
iUusionroent and instability intheyears to 
come is an abdicauon of leadership. 

Conservatives believed in a stron Hu 
rope but in a Europe of nation states. . 1 
have to Lell you. there is a limit to Euro- 
pe^ integration. And I must say, m my 
opinion, we are near that Umrt new. The 
great danger is not that Britain will be eft 
behind in Europe, but that Europe will be 
left behind in the world," he said. 

Acknowledging the difference which sUD 
existed in the party over the abolition of 
the pound, he underlined his promise to 
give MPs a free vote on the issue. 
"Britain still needed the Tory Party, b - 
concluded. “The family that works hard 
saves hard, tries to be independent of 
state and believes in their countiy needs 

the Conservative Party. We shall speak for 

them. We will always be on their side. 
-We leave here this week with our hopes 

restored, our heliefe reaffirmed, our faith 
. .,i > — nurtv n*ndv IO cam 


irary 


restored, our heliets reamnneu. 
renewed. We leave as a party ready to cam 
once more the trust of the nation we love. 
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special low 

introductory rate, 

it isn’t. 


Introducing the Bank 
of Scotland Visa Card. If 
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million people who don’t 
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credit cards each month 
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Papon allowed to be 
free during trial 


Maurice Papon, the Vichy of- 
ficial on trial in Bordeaux for 
‘’crimes against humanity'', may 
never serve another day in jalL 
even if he is convicted. The 
court decided yesterday that Mr 
Papon, 87, should be freed 
during his trial, in deference to 
his advanced age and medical 
condition. Under French law. 
this ruling will also apply if he 
is convicted and sentenced to 
prison but lodges an immedi- 
ate appeal. Such an appeal 
could last for several years. It 
took 16 years to bring the pre- 
sent trial to caurt- 

Relatives of some of the 
1.558 Jews who were arrested 
on Papon's orders, and died in 
Nazi concentration camps. 


protested bitterly against the 
court judgment yesterday. At 
their lawyers’ demand, the tri- 
al was suspended until Monday. 
Rend Jacob, one of several 
people who have starteddvil ac- 
tions against P&pon, said: “The 
worst of ah is that whatever the 
court finally derides, if Maurice 
Papon takes the case to appeal, 
he will probably die peacefully 
at home ... There is nothing 
more to be done. I'm going 
home to send back my military 
papers. As of tonight. I am no 
longer Jewish nor French.’' 

During his third night in jail 
on Thursday, Mr Papon was tak- 
en iD with suspected heart trou- 
ble. He was moved to a hospital 
but was well enough to appear 


in court yesterday. The presid- 
ing judge, to general surprise, 
announced yesterday afternoon 
that he bad rejected medical ad- 
vice that Mr Papon should re- 
main in custody, but in hospital, 
until the trial ended in De- 
cember. The court decided in- 
stead to accept the demands of 
Mr Papon's lawyers that be be 
freed unconditionally. 

The court said it had taken 
the decision because there was 
“no risk of flight* 1 , no chance 
that Papon would pressurise 
witnesses (most of whom are 
dead) and because of his great 
age and medical condition. Pa- 
pon. who went on after the war 
to become Paris police chief 
and French budget minister, is 



Maurice Papon: Age and health mean he may never 
spend another night in jail, even if he is found guilty 


suffering from acute angina. 

One of Papon's lawyers, 
Marcel Rouxel, said that, if he 
had had to sleep in a prison cell, 
he was “super-sure" he would 
have died during the trial 
Michel Slitinsky, the son of 
one of the Jews arrested on Pa- 


pon’s orders and the man who 
dug up the evidence incrimi- 
nating him in 1981, comment- 
ed: “They say he is a very old 
man. In the deportation con- 
voys, there were very young 
children." 

— John Lichfield, Paris 


Jospin to pay firms that cut 
week to 35 hours 



The French government plans to subsidise 
companies which move rapidly to a short- 
er working week, so long as they create new 


rapid move to a 35-hour week. The prime 
minister said yesterday that he would de- : 
ride how to square this circle after he bad~~ 


The Prime Minister, Lionel Jospin, 
made this promise yesterday in an attempt 
to extricate himself from an earlier 

promise: that he will impose a 35- hour week 

within the next five years. 

He was speaking at the start of a con- 
ference of government, employers and 
unions on unemployment at the official 
prime minis terial residence in Paris. 

Employers’ federations have rejected 
the Socialists' original campaign promise 
- a reduction in statutory working hours 
from 39 hours to 35 without loss of pay - 
as economically suicidal. Mr Jospin, in gov- 
ernment, has come around to their point 
of view. 

But the main union federations went to 


yesterday’s meeting still insisting on the spir- 
it, if not the letter, of Mr Jospin’s election 
pledge. Left-wing elements of his own coali- 
tion government are also insisting on a 


said that he intended to bring forward a 
framework law which would “launch the 
movement" towards a shorter . workrag r 
week. 

However, be hinted that this would, at ' 
least at first, be voluntaiy.Those compa- 
nies which took the lead, and created new ^ 
jobs, would be eligtbfle for “financial aid ; 
tO diminis h labour costs” . 

The economics of this new idea ap- .. 
peared strange, tossy the least. Even left- . ' 
leaning French economists -and.’ 
commentators have poured cold waiei on " 
the original su gg estion that a shorter., 
working week will create jobs. Now Mr 
Jospin seemed to be saying that public fi- 
nances, already under great pressure to _ 
meet the guidelines for a single currency,’ 
would be used to “buy” reduced working 
hours. 

—John Lichfield 
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Italy's caretaker Prime Minister Romano Prodi reacted coolly 
to a hardline Communist proposal for a one-year coalition, say- 
ing this must be discussed seriously and not through the media. 
Mr Prodi told journalists that he was not prepared to discuss any 
proposals still based on the strong stand the hardline Commu- 
nist Re foundation took against his austerity budget which led to 
his government’s fell. 


Serb nationalists win Brcko 


Bosnian Serb nationalists won local elections in the fiercely con- 
tested town of Brcko, defeating Moslem and Croat parties sup- 
ported by refugees expelled from the area in wartime. The 
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
mission, which organised municipal elections in Bosnia last month, 
said three Serb parties won a majority of 30 seats on the 56-mem- 
ber town council. Five parties from the Moslem- Croat federa- 
tion secured 26 seats on the counciL 


IMF loans for Croatia 


The International Monetary Fund released almost $80m in loans 
for Croatia. The United Stales, the IMF's largest shareholder, had 
led complaints that the former Yugoslav republic was not meet- 
ing the terms of the 1995 Dayton peace accord which ended the 
Bosnia war. The deadlock was broken this week when Zagreb hand- 
ed over 10 suspects to the war crimes tribunal in The Hague. - 


American runs for Lithuania 


A court cleared the way for a Lithuanian-American to run for 
president of the Baltic country, finding that he bad met the res- 
idency requirement Valdas Adamkus, 70, who recently retired 
as regional manager for the US Environmental Protection Agency 
in Chicago, has been considered a front-runner for the 21 De- 
cember elections. But the electoral commission had refused ear- 
lier this month to issue Adamkus the necessary voter petitions 
on the grounds that he bad not lived in Lithuania for three years. 


Ecstasy racket broken 


Military police in the Netherlands have busted a large-scale drug 
ring tbat made millions of ecstasy piDs and sold 5,000 to 10,000 
per week to two officers, one based in Utrecht, and the other in 
Munster, north-west Germany. It said the pair were arrested with 
four other people who ran an operation capable of manufacturing 
up to 50,000 ecstasy pills per hour. Authorities in Gouda said 
the officer in Germany bad operated on his own, and that Ger- 
man officials did not plan to investigate further. 


Britain snubbed 
in Euro-summit 


Russia, Germany and France 
will hold annual summits to co- 
ordinate policies on common 
problems challenging them, 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
announced yesterday. 

The decision is a huge snub 
to Britain, which is not appar- 
ently not considered to be in the 
from rank of European powers. 

With French President 
Jacques Chirac at his side dur- 
ing a break in a Council of Eu- 
rope summit, Mr Yeltsin said 
that the three countries faced 
similar problems and should 
work together to solve them. 

France and Germany al- 
ready hold summits every six 
months to co-ordinate Euro- 
pean policy, and the trilateral 
summit — the first joining coun- 
tries from across the former 
Cold War divide - marked a 
further step in Russia's reinte- 
gration into Europe. 

“All three have common 
problems." said Mr Yeltsin, 
who. in recent weeks, has been 
urging Europeans to unite more 
against outside interference, a 
veiled criticism of the United 
States and the plan to expand 
the Nato alliance eastwards. 

"We have agreed to meet to- 
gether every year," he said. “We 
have agreed this was indis- 
pensable for the creation of a 
Grand Europe which includes 
Russia." Mr Chirac said he 


was very pleased with the de- 
cision and added: “I think this 




represents an important Euro- 
pean force and a necessary el- 
ement to further assure peace." 

Mr Yeltsin, looking fit after 
his heart surgery last year, said 
that the time and place of the 
first trilateral summit had not 
yet been decided. 

“I’ll go where Jacques tells 
me to go and if Helmut invites 
us. IH accept his invitation," he 
said. “I’d like to invite them 
too." Chirac promptly sug- 
gested the first meeting could 
be in Sverdlovsk, Mr Yeltsin’s 
political power base in Siberia. 

While most summit partici- 
pants have limited themselves 
to urging the Council to do 
more to protect human rights, 
Mr Yeltsin has come to the sum- 
mit to claim a central role for 

Russia in a new united Europe. 

Left out of the European 
Union and Nato, he would like 
to see die Council play a larg- 
er role in European" affairs 
alongside the Organisation 
for Security and Co-operation 
in Europe (OSCE). “A Eu- 
rope without Russia is no 
Europe." he said last week. 

Recognised as a key figure 
in ending the Cold \far, the 
Kremlin chief has a warm re- 
ception from summit host Mr 
Chirac. 

— Agendes 
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Bitter Afrikaners go 
north to set up 
white-only territory 


A ‘Boer Republic* „ 

being established this 
weekend just 50 miles 
east of Pretoria. Its 
founders - 200 Afrikaner 


intends to buy more land later. 

And land is the thorny issue. 
Fbr the new republic has al- 
ready evicted local black peo- 
ple. According to Mr Campher, 

r tw till* 


come that whiles prefer to 
clean their own streets. 

Balmoral is the most bizarre 
exercise in Afrikaner exdusiv- 

itv so far. For these trekkers - mwi-u-s *« ™ * 

founders - 200 Afrikaner shareholders in the new Boere farm workere employed by the 

families - say it is their Republick Kooperatief Be perk previous owner were told that 

right to go it alone. The (Boer Republic Co-operative their labour was no longer 

blacks they evicted Ud > ~ have b ^ ely ! eft Ihe 

V1 mainstream to circle the wag- 

sagree. Now, the ons . The republic - 470 acres 


beleaguered whites 
once again circle the 
wagon trains. 


Wind and heavy drizzle batter 
the headstone in the middle of 
the cemetery. In Afrikaans, 


of farmland -lies just off a main 
motorway. 50 miles east of 
Pretoria. 

It is apt that the graveyard 
should lie at its centre, for 
once ag ain Afrikaners feel vic- 
timised and under attack. “The 
intention of this regime is to de- 
stroy us,” said Andries Cara- 



one of the founders. “We just 
want to survive financially as a 

group, with our own identity still 


cember 1901 in the concentra- 
tion camp at Balmoral.” 

Around Ella’s tiny grave 
are hundreds of others - most- 
ly without stones - for the 
women and children who per- 
ished in the camp set up by the 
British during the Boer war just 
beyond the dirt road More 
than 26.000 Afrikaners, main- 
ly women and children, per- 
ished in such camps. 

Apart from Ella, the bodies 
and names are largely un- 
matched and victims share the 
memorial engraved with their 
names at the entrance gale. The 
least fortunate are piled in 
mass graves at the far corner of 
the cemetery; history will nev- 
er remember their names. 

The concentration camps 
are etched on the consciousness men own 
of every Afrikaner, marking an ness ^ homcsaD ? SC *S??: 
episode of appalling victimisa- govern once agam. albeit m 
lion of a people who would lat- minialure kingdom. 

erb^omTracial oppressors. Hopes have evaporated tto 

This weekend the grave- the South African government 
yard finds itself at the 

\ r 


BY MARY 
BRAID 


intact" The alternative, he in- 
sists. is annihilation. 

Mr Campher complains 
about affir mative action for 
blacks and rising white unem- 
ployment Christian values, he 
says, are being eroded in 
schools where educational stan- 
dards are plummeting and 


their labour was no longer 
needed. He claims they hung 
around for a while but eventu- 
ally disappeared. 

Blacks have told another 
sLory. One weeping woman 
says that the Boers conducted 
a campaign of terror and in- 
timidation, forcing her off the 
land she was born on. 

“That's rubbish." said Mr 
Campher. “They just moved on. 

I never spoke to them person- 
ally. They were nothing to me 
then and they are nothing to me 
now " New legislation which 
would have strengthened black 
workers’ rights to tenure does 
not come into effect for another 
few months. In recent months 
fanners all over South Africa 

have been evicting blacks before 

the new laws are introduced. 
Mr Campher says he was well 
aware that the legislation was 
coming. 

The African National Con- 
gress says that the Boer Re- 
public Co-operative has 
operated lawfully. But the Pan 
Afr icanis t Congress says the 

ANC is failing to grasp the land 

issue and is allowing Afrikan- 
ers to grab land as if it was still 

the 19th century. 

Fritz Meyer, another “re- 
public” founder, insists that 



Bitter memory: 


of British f— pounding up Bo« for conc^on ~npsin «• 


Mary Evans Picture Library 


ASSESS ,SS3«2»s 

their own communities, busi- pty setting up a ^ 


0 


heart of a new “Boer 
Republic” on land 
jointly purchased by 
200 Afrikaner fami- 
lies from which blade 
people will be 
banned. It will be 
governed by the old, 
austere. Calvinist 
principles which in 
the 19th centuiy sent 
the fiercely inde- 
pendent Afrikaners 
trekking in wagon 
trains from the Cape 
into the wild interi- 
or to escape British 
rule. 

Since the coming 
of black majority 
rule in 1994, de- 


that racism plays no part. But 
the founders dearly feel they 
are the true defenders of the 
P et *" 

{'^British High Com- 
” rnssionftt Pretoria for 
thecon- 


— — — •• ,W^^»aapcai®r»rt3iecon- 

E RROR 1 N POPUL ATION ' s^fe^B^^^camp 

— — ' — r— — ' ' ' ' : v deaths; The vast, ma- 


Three months ago South Africa was 
discover res population was only 38 m'lrion.W 
million less than previously thought Calculations 
were apparently confused by the previous regmes 
over-estimate of Wade fertility rates. 

Of the 38 million, 77 per cent are classified 
black. 12 per cent white. 9 per cam 
(mixed race) and 2 per cerrcAs^R^J® 
per cent - 2.6 million - of white South Afocans 
are Afrikaners, though there buiguage Afrikaam 
is the third most spoken in the country after Zulu 

m per cent) and Xhosa (18 per cent). 

Afrikaans is also far more common than Eng- 
lish as a second language yet ” 

ire of Afrikaners, Is increasingly being 
the official “neutral” language of new South Africa. 


jorily of Afrikaners 
who are trying to find 
their place inside, not 
outside, the new South 

Africa are seen by 
some as traitors. 

As Mr Campher 
"conducted a tour of 

the cemetery, two mid- 
dle-aged Afrikaners 
from nearby Witbank 

looked on. One rolled 

his eyes in disbelief. 
TTiis republic is just 
not viable,” he said. 
His friend says the new 

"South Africa is cer- 
tainly tougher. Before 
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rule in 1994, de- ^handover land for a Volk- 

posed Afrikaners have beg^mto you are er out of work. He hasjust spent 

irek again, heading staat ^ the Bal- six months 

Malawi. Zambia and Mozara “renublkf^ offers democr But he has an interesting 

bique, setting up farms and Every investor owns the take on the 

Boer-only comsnunities- A J^Sareandhasanequalsay metaphor. 

home, 600 have trekked into the ^^^^L'AMwiSnotaD iffliearenpulhng thewagon^ 

northern Karoo to found Ora- f ^^O^estors wHl live on in oppo^e &redM M. heMJd. 

nia. whose patron ^t*Hen- ^ ^ ^ )ay . 

drik Verwoerd, the revi le ° _ foundations for new gether now. shrugg a, 

architect of apartheid, and group without a hmt of bitterness. 

where blacks are so unwei- . . . 
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Short leaps to defence of Rwanda 


Clare Short has backed the 
Rwandan government, which 
has been criticised for human 
rights abuses. The British 
Cabinet minister said the 
country was the victim of 
genocide. Amelia French reports 
from Kigali. 


Truce heralds peace in 
Papua New Guinea 


MS 


Ms Short dismissed accusations that pris- 
oners in Rwanda are held in app alling 
overcrowded conditions, and claims of 
human rights abuses. 

“You can't just denounce the fact that 
there's lots of people in prison. They’re 
charged with genocide,” Ms Short said. 
She was speaking during a visit yesterday 
to Gikondo prison, just outside the 
Rwandan capital, Kigali. 

More than 1 20,000 people are believed 
to be held in prisons and makeshift jails 


awaiting trial for the 1994 genocide in 
which members of the country’s Hutu 
majority killed 800,000 TUtsis and Hutu 
opponents to the former regime. In some 
jails, prisoners barely have room to move. 

“We have to give support that will help 
them to get people to trial, and other ways 
of helping to rebuild the country, but pre- 
tending that genocide didn’t happen and 
certainly turning on the government of 
Rwanda because there are too many 
people in prison is the international 
community once again not accepting its 
responsibilities. Denouncing Rwanda is 
a disgrace,” she said. She said the whole 
international community was guilty of 
what happened in Rwanda. 

During her tour, Ms Short spoke 
briefly to prisoners. Perched on raised 
shelves to create more space, inmates 
looked at the visitors with weary curiosity. 

Ms Short questioned a gynaecologist 
in charge of Aids patients. Dr Cyridian 
Ukulikiyimfura was wearing the regula- 
tion pink prison uniform. “So you’re ac- 


cused of being involved in the genocide? 
A doctor?” she said. He nodded. 

“So let me ask you - you're an edu- 
cated man - why did the genocide hap- 
pen in Rwanda?” she asked. 

“It was bad education for the popul- 
ation since the Sixties. There were deep 
divisions within the society,” Dr Uku- 
likjyimfura said. “It’s not your size or the 
shape of your nose or whatever that al- 
lows to divide ourselves. We have the same 
language and the same culture.” 

Ms Short dismissed recent reports crit- 
icising the Rwandan army for killing un- 
armed civilians during operations against 
Hutu rebels in north-west Rwanda. 

A recent report by Amnesty Interna- 
tional alleged that 6,000 people, most of 
them unarmed civilians, were killed in 
Rwanda between January and August this 
year, mainly by the Rwandan army. 

Ms Short was on the second of a two- 
day visit to Rwanda. The money pledged 
to Rwanda is to be spent on education, 
justice and revenue collection. 



Short: the whole international 
community is guifty over Rwanda 


Japan’s youth told to shape 
up and get fit 


Japan's Education Ministry had a message for the country's youth 
on the national sports day holiday - “shape up and get fit, you're 
failing behind’. 

According to a ministry survey, today’s teenagers are less fit 
and athletic than their predecessors of a decade ago. The min- 
istry said today's teens scored lower in physical fitness and ath- 
letic ability than those who took the test in 19S6. The biggest decline 
was among IS-year-oId boys and girls. 


Los Angeles editor resigns 


Shelby Coffey m resigned after nine years as editor of the Las 
Angeles Times and was replaced by managing editor Michael Parks 
in a makeover that included a major reorganisation of news and 
business operations. The changes were announced by the news- 
paper as pan of a campaign by publisher Mark H Willes to boost 
circulation by 50 per cent to 1.5 million. 


Surprise leader for Kazakhstan 


Oil-rich Kazakhstan's market reforms were thrown into doubt 
yesterday bv the surprise appointment of the state oil boss as prime 
minister. Diplomats and investors in Kazakhstan had already fac- 
tored in the departure of its embattled reformist prime minis- 
ter, Akezban Kazhegeldin, But his replacement, Nurlan 
Balgimbayev, the head of state oil company KazakhoCL, took them 
by surprise. 


Church watches over Africa 


African church leaders ended a six-day assembly in the Ethiopi- 
an capital, pledging to speak out against human rights abuses on 
the world's poorest continent The clerics, meeting under the aus- 
pices of the All-Africa Council of Churches (AACCk and presided 
over by Nobel peace laureate, Desmond Tutu, of South Africa, 
gave notice to African leaders that their a dminis trations would 
come under close scrutiny. 


US has field day with com crop 


As the harvest gets into full swing, estimates for this year's Unit- 
ed States com crop rose slightly to 931 billion bushels -the third- 
largest crop in history, the Agriculture Department reported. The 
October com projection is 44 million bushels higher than last 
month's forecast and 18 million bushels more than the 1996 crop. 
This year’s crop, if realised, will trail only the 1992 and 1994 com 
harvests in size. 


Clinton curbs tax 
agency power 


President Bill Clinton 
yesterday announced 
plans to 'reinvent' the 
tax agency and rein in 
overzealous revenue 
collectors. As Mary 
Dejevsky reports, he was 
trying to quell a growing 
public outcry against the 
most feared and 
detested institution In 
the United States. 


This was one of the veiy few oc- 
casions in Bill Clinton's presi- 
dency when he was late - and 
he knew it. Normally a con- 
summate judge of the popular 
mood, he had spent the past 
two weeks seeming lo protect 
the Internal revenue Service 
(IRS) from charges that it was 

callous, malicious and out of 
control. Yesterday, he said he 
was introducing a package of 
200 measures to make the IRS 
more accountable and respon- 
sive to taxpayers* complaints. 

The measures include the 
abolition of targets for the 
amount of tax to be collected 
by individual IRS offices, an ex- 
tension of payment deadlines 
for people with health prob- 
lems, the formation of local ap- 
peals boards, and a new board 
of trustees with a private sec- 
tor majoritv to “ensure service 


every bit os good as in the pri- 
vate sector". 

Mr Clinton said, somewhat 
defenavdy, that he believed this 
was “the right way" to reform 
the agency, his only allusion to 
calls for die abolition of the ERS 
following revelations of abus- 
es at recent congressional hear- 
ings. The three-day hearings 
had produced a torrent of bit- 
ter complaints from small busi- 
nesses and families about what 
they saw as vindictive and even 
unlawful treatment by the IRS. 

The IRS is one of Lhe few in- 
stitutions in the United States 
which can cow the most rights- 
consdous Americans. Those 
testifying at the hearings spoke 
of an agency with “unbridled 
power’ that behaved as “judge, 
jure and executioner”. Some 
broke down as they told of fam- 
ilies ruined by “the one court 
in the land where you are guilty 

until proven innocent". 

While acknowledging the 
justice of many complaints. Mr 
Clinton had initially defended 
the overall integrity of the ser- 
vice - a move that allowed ex- 
ultant Republicans to call for 
the wholesale overhaul, if not 
abolition, of the IRS and the 
present tax code. 

The changes announced by 
Mr Ginton yesterday - for a 
modest reform of the status quo 
coupled with enhanced tax- 
payers' rights - were dismissed 
by Republicans as inadequate. 


Wining factions ou the Papua New Guinea 
island of Bougainville signed a truce yes- 
terday but said a lasting agreement lay in 
the hands of political leaders. 

“A momentum for peace is already un- 
der way." said the Prime Minister, Bill 
Skate, in a statement released in Port 
Moresby welcoming lhe signing of the peace 
accord. 

The so-called Burnham Truce was 
reached after 10 days of talks at the Burn- 
ham army camp, near New Zealand's 
South Island city of Christchurch. 

The conflict, which has claimed thou- 
sands of lives and displaced many into care 
centres, began when landowners revolted 
in 1988 over damage caused by the huge 
Panguna copper mine and the royalties they 
received from it. 

Bougainville has been a huge political 
headache for Papua New Guinea, and the 
former prime minister Sir Julius Chan this 
year provoked the country’s biggest crisis 
since independence in 1975 by trying to 
bring in Anglo-South African mercenaries 


to put down the rebellion around the mine: 

The mine now dosed, is owned by an axm 
of the Angto-Austrafian giant Rio .Unto lid. .li® 
The interim truce agreement outlined ***■■■***• 
immediate measures to stop fig btmgpentfo 
ing a formal meeting of leaders, hopeful-; 
ly by the end of January. v . 

Signatories were represents tivesdf the 
Papua New Guinea government the 5 
Bougainville Transitional Government f: 
which it backs, the rebel Bougainville In- “ 
terim Government and its associate die 
Bougainville Revolutionary Army, as well 
as Papua New Guinea security forces and 
resistance commanders. 

The truce said its signatories agreed to 
what it called “immediate interim mea- 
sures” including refraining from acts of. 
armed confrontation. , 

The various factions also pledged to re- gR* 
sped human rights, promote peace and rec- 
onciliation in the community and Oft all 
restrictions to restore freedom of movement 
to islanders, subject to “appropriate clear- 


NATIVE TO THE NORTH AMERICAN PACIFIC COAST, Oncorhynchiis Mykiss, tfc 


Steelhead Trout, migrates upstream from the sea to spawn. Sometimes reaching nearly 8,000ft above sea level. The sort if.; 


altitude where you'll also come across something else in its natural habitat: the jeep Grand Cherokee. A Grand Cherokee; 


will take you into the wildest terrain, whilst its anti lock discs are there to stop you (literally) bumping into any 


grizzlies. Along with a muscular 2.5 litre turbo diesel or 4.0 litre petrol engine, the Grand Cherokee Laredo's extensive [ f 
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Killer floods cause 
havoc in Acapulco 


El Nino, the climatic 
phenomenon that 

distorts weather the 

world over, is reaping a 

bitter harvest in Mexico. 
Floods in Acapulco have 
killed over a hundred. 


r.Hold- 

eral children in pyjamas or 

^^ r ^A^pul«> 


She disappeared as quickly as 
she lud^e but I®* Madcaos 

and foreign tourists mastate 
of shock. No one will forget the 
day Pauline came to Acapulco. 

As the hurricane windsdieo 
u> an eerie whisper yesterday, 
residents of the popular Facmc 
resort faced the gruesome task 

of trying to And the bodies of 

missing relatives among the 
hundreds of corpses recovered 


4 

stereo. But for really taking the rough »i«h the smooth, 

; includes air conditioning and a powerful stx-speaker . q.jq mp h 

a P all its rugged ability, the 4.0 litre Limited can reach 

yOUr binOCU ' arS °" the Grand Cher ° k “ L,n, '“ ' ° t r rol ABS and a sumptuous leather interior that includes power 

-uner 10 seconds. And boasts automatic climate con.ro , ^ ^ g >0 „ 0f „ 0nly lf y „n also own a private 
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for the Grand Cherokee range start a, *16,495 on the -ad. ] 
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at SHi dead, mc«0y in 

^pulcaAlsoba^brrwem 

the rest of ibe stale of GuOTero 

and the neighbouring state of 

than 250 werem- 
juxed and dozens w* stfll 
missing. One report spoke of 
three German tourists missing 
from a nudist beach resort at 

^’Meteorologists warned that 
although Pauline had faded 
from a Category 3 hurricane to 
a mere tropical depression yes- 
terday over southern 
sheowldstagparewalfer^ 
north, closer to die US border, 

over the weekend. . 

Experts at the National 
Hurricane Centre in Miami 
said the suddenness and unex- 
pected fury of Pauline, as well 

Ss the speed with which the hur- 
ricane dissipated, appearwl to . 

be the result of the so-called tj 
Nino" (The Christ Child) 
weather phenomenon. Under 
the phenomenon, warm Pacific 
currents off the west coast of 
South America are pushing 

farther north than usuaL chang- 
ing weather patterns along the 
coast. 

“It’s a normal hurricane 
season in the eastern Pacific. 
WeVe had 16 named storms, 
eight of which developed into 
hurricanes," said Frank Lepore, 
a National Hurricane Centre 
, spokesman- “But typically, if 
1 they start off Mexico, they 
head west-north-west out into 
the open ocean. With the 
warmer waters, they are now 
• tending to go north and north- 
east on to land, including the 
south-western United States. 

That is what happened last 
month when Hurricane Unda 
- the most intense hurricane 
ever recorded, while it was 
over the eastern Pacific - 
caused widespread flooding in 
south-west Arizona. Hurricane 
Nora also dumped unprece- 
dented rainfalls on Arizona. 

El Nino has also been 
blamed for recent floods in 
Peru, off whose coast the phe- 
nomenon originates, and Chile, 
where tens of thousands of 
people have lost their homes 
and floodwatere have brought 
a worrying upsurge in the virus- 

spreading rat population. 

The Hurricane Centre in 
Miami expressed surprise that 
El Nino, which bad not been ex- 
pected to reveal major effects 
until around Christmas, had 
shown itself so early. They raid 
the phenomenon could be fol- 
lowed by the reverse effect- 

dubbed La Nina (The Little 


Girl) - as the warm ***?!? 
that had moved north shift 
back southwards. That oo 
bring serious drought 
ico and the southern US, they 

said. . j 

In Acapulco, a partying an 
gambling mecca for theHouy- 
wood stais of the Ftorfa® 

Fifties, and more recently a 
haven for Mexican pognoans 
and millionaires, the effects or 
Hurricane Pauline served as a 
reminder of Mexico's wealth 
gap. The American-style high- 
rise chain hotels along toe 
beach emerged unscathed but 
for eroded beaches and flooded 

cellars, while the shanty towns 
above, on the 3,000-ft ridge be- 
hind the city, were devastated 
by landslides. 

Mexican peasants from in- 
land Guerrero or other states 
flock to Acapulco and bmW 
simple homes while looking 

for work as waiters or maids, or 

other jobs serving those who sip 
pina coladas in the hotels or 

night-clubs below. 

Most of the dead were 
swept away, many while soil in 
their wooden homes, as driving 


BY 

PHIL 

DAVISON 


rains turned normally dry river 
beds into raging torrents 3nd 
mudslides. Boulders the size of 
ears were swept downhill, 
crushing homes. Horrified 
neighbours watched as one 
stone house plunged downhill 
as though it were a raft nego- 
tiating rapids. Bodies could be 
seen protruding from mud, 
arms outstretched as though 
they had been desperately Hy- 
ing to grab something solid. 

-We were asleep when the 
water came smashing through 
our living-room. We all got 
out alive except for my sister, 
Rafael Diaz Servin, a 35-year- 
old waiter, told a Reuters re- 
porter as he stood over his sister 

Laura, covered by a sheet of 
blue plastic, in the morgue. 

Cars and bodies littered 
Acapulco Bay. ever knownas 
the world’s cleanest zone. The 
citv had been trying to clean up 
the bay, traditionally polluted 
by direct sewage from theetty, 
but most tourists preferred to 
stick to their seafront hotel 
swimming pools. In the newer 
tourist resort of Huatulco, the 
Sheraton hotel appeared to 
have lost its entire beach yes- 
terday. And in Puerto Escon- 
dido. where surfers from 

around the world flock to nde 

a breaker known as The 
Tube,” beachfront restaurants 

and bars were swept away. 


Danger beetle 
sneaks in 


A highly destructive 
pest of commercial 
timber woodlands has 
been imported into 
Britain using 
deception. Oliver TtckeH 
reports on a beetWs 
threat to our forestry 
plantations. 

A chance inspection at 
Dover docks has led to the 

discovery of Britain’s worst 

ever infestation of spruce 

bark beetles. 

“This is more than 

enough to start an outbreak 

in our woodlands,'’ said 


health division. 

The commission gpt on 
the beetle trail when in- 
specting a 20-totme ship- 
ment of wood from the 
Czech Republic. The wood 
concealed within the packs 
still bad its bark on and was 
riddled with spruce bark 
beetles. The inspector no- 
ticed the rough-sawn wood 
had been misdeclarcd to 
customs as “planed timber , 
thus escaping the usual plant 
health inspection, as spruce 


MT 

AY 
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bark beetles live only under 
the bark, not in the wood. 

The commission then 
traced five similar shipments 
to the West London Timber 
Company's yard in Woking, 
Surrey. On removing apiece 
of bark at random, it found 

19 spruce bark beetles. 

Mr Burgess said; ‘This is 
a straight case of deception. 
The timber was deliberately 
assembled so as to conceal 
the horrors inside ... It was 
only through sheer luck that 

this came to light- 

The beetle is a major 
cause of tree death in Con- 
tinental Europe, tough 
British forests have so far es- 
caped its ravages. But m 
August the Forestry Com- 
mission found beetles near 
British-gnawn logs at a P 0 P er 

mill in north Wales, suggest- 
ing that they might have Kh 

taMished a British colony. Mr 

Burgess saysit is unlikely that 
the north Wiles and Woking 
incidents are connected. 

The commission is now 
inspecting all timber imports 
from the Czech Republic 
and is installing beetle traps, 
using a powerful sex hor- 
mone altractant, in the Wbk- 
ing area to see whether any 
beetles have escaped. 
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Low-voltage tour plugs into 

Pakistan’s gloomy mood 


The Queen has used her visit to 
Pakistan to underline the links 
that exist with Britain. But will 
Britain continue to use to its 
diplomatic weight to push for a . 
solution to the problem of 
Kashmir? 





% 
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At the press cooference in Islamabad to 
announce the details of the state visit to 
Pakistan, a local journalist suggested that 
the Queen might like to apologise for “a 
hundred years of British misrule". If the 
royal party scrutinise the Pakistani press, 
they will be gratified to find that this pro- 
posal has been treated with contempt. 

An incandescent letter in the dally Dawn 
demands whether the Queen should apol- 
ogise for “bequeathing to us, 1: the most 
distinguished civil service in the world; 
2: irrigation and railway networks which 
were the envy of the world; 3: the rule of 
law..." An essay in the same paper 
anatomises the long falling off of Pakistan 
since the Queen’s last visit, and quotes Mo- 
hammad Ah' Jinnah, founder of Pakistan, 
praising the “genius" of the “Britishers". 

In The News, another correspondent 
writes that “I am glad to hear thai Her 
Majesty will not visit Swat" [where in 1961 
she was the guest of the Wali of Swat]. 
“Swat's condition has become deplorable. 
Whoever comes to the place leaves feel- 
ing completely disgusted." It re mains only 
for someone to write a column proposing 
that Pakistan should apologise to the 
Queen for making such a hash of things. 

A lot of water has flown down the In- 
dus since 1961. When the beautiful young 
queen glided through Karachi, standing in 
the back, of a gleaming white Cadillac Pres- 
ident Ayub Khan, Pakistan's first military 
dictator, at her side, the streets were 
heaving with well-wishers. Today, her 
gloved, waving band was glimpsed through 
the tinted glass of a Range Rover by lhe 
massed students of Karachi Public School, 
the brass band of Habib Public School play- 
ing For “She’s a Jolly Good Fellow" with 
more enthusiasm than precision, the Po- 
lice Band (“Colonel Bogey") and small 
knots of idlers, drawn by the noise. Anglo- 
Pakistani intimacy persists, indeed has 
grown stronger (every second person you 
meet here has lived in Britain), but, as else- 
where, the monarchy has lost voltage. 

During her visit, the Queen has watched 
Pakistan play South Africa at cricket - the 







free entry to the ground in her honour un- 
fortunately ended in a baton charge and 
tear gas - taken delivery of a gaudily paint- 
ed model truck and an equally gaudy bed- 
spread, and been invested by President 
Farook Leghari with Pakistan’s highest 
award. She. in turn, invested the President 
with the Order of the Bath, and Prime Min- 
ister Nawaz Sharif with the Order of St 
Michael and St George. Benazir Bhutto, 


BY PETER 
POPHAM 


by contrast, gat nothing but a handshake 
and a particularly warm smile. It was Ms 
Bhutto who last year, while still prime min- 
ister, invited the Queen to Pakistan. Since 
then, however, she has been deposed for 
misgovemment, lost an election by a land- 
slide, and had bank accounts in Switzer- - 
land frozen on suspicion that they contain 
funds looted from the nation. Her ap- 
pearance at (he banquet to welcome the 
Queen - and her announcement the same 
day that she will sue her chief accuser. Sen- 
ator Saifu Rehman, in a foreign court - in- 
dicate that she plans to stand and fight. 

The Queen used the occasion of her 
speech before both houses of the Nation- 
al Assembly Islamabad on Wednesday to 
scold Pakistan and India for their failure 
to get along. “We all know _ that animosity 
retards development, that development re- 
quires trust, that lack of trust closes off op- 
portunities." she said. "Unfortunately, 
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true peace has been a stranger to South 
Asia _ There are few things that would do 
more to unleash the region's potential than 
the lifting of the barriers between its two 
largest nations." 

The word Kashmir did not figure in her 
speech - which surprised some here by its 
overtly political character -but in an obvi- 1 
ous reference to the 50-year-okl problem and 
the recent decision by the two nations to re- 
sume negotiations, she said: “It brings the 
friends of both countries only pleasure to see 
the commitment both have made this year 
to solve contentious issues through ralfai 
Britain, as a friend of both, canooty urge a 
new spirit of openness and unders tanding " 

The big question in both countries sur- 
rounding the state visit is whether Britain 
has more on its mind than merely “urging”. 
Last month in New York, the Indian 
Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral be- 
lieved he had secured, for the first time, 
United States consent to the notion that 
the Kashmir problem should be solved bi- 
laterally. India has long been wary of what 
it regards as the Labour Parly's propensi- 
ty to side with Pakistan ewer Kashmir, con- 
versely, Pakistan clearly hopes (hat the new 
Labour government will move off the fence 
in its direction. The con tinning exchanges 
of fire across Kashmir ’s “Line of Control", 
which last week claimed 47 lives, could act 
as a goad for it to do. so. 

However, the British government’s of- 
fer to use its “good offices" to resolve the 
dispute, made by Derek Rttcbett, minis- 
ter in the Foreign Office, during a visit to 
the region in the spring, was turned down 
very flat by India. It Is doubtful tire Gov- 
ernment will risk the good vibrations of a 
state visit to push the idea aery harder. 
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Robertson.vEtol there is 
' fingering unease; $refir the 
ship's return. T;' _ - ■ 

- It is not the^facr so 
mud) IhatBritaitrm win be 
, the last royal yabht that 
concerns the Roys! "Fami- 
ly; they hav&acoep fed that 
for a whfle.But, according 
..to serubrbffidals^ihere is 
apprehension thttf - this 
once -proud symbol :ef the 
monarchy could endup as 
.a hi^ingmuseumorbdng. 
hiredout for parties. . 

The Government is 
adamant that it will not 
spend £60-S0m of public 
money on a new yacht Nor 
is it preparedto spend 
1 Qm a year to keep the ship 
going in a partnership with 
private enterprise. 

Instead, the 'Miinstry 
of Defence is looking at 
options to use her for a 
range of services including 
corporate hospitality, a 
trade centre, anda floating 
museum at venues from 
her Clydeside birthplace to 
the mille nnium festival sate 
at Greenwich in London. 

The MoD is keen re 
stress that it has tightiyvet- 
ted . applications - to. pre- 
vent Britannia taming into 
a gin palace or a floating 


casino. 





Royal progr es s: The Queen meeting war hero All Haider Banghash, 80, in Islamabad this 
week. Top left, crowds-during the glittering 1961 tour Photographs: Ian Jones/Hdton Getty 


But But&ngbam Palace 
sources point out that the 
good intentions of this gov- 
ernment may sot guard 
gainst indignities rrj thefu- - 
. tore. They also say It wfll. 
be impossible to maintain 
the yacht io its pristine 
condition without a lot of 
money. .' ' . 

—Kim Sengupta 
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For the third conssecutive year the harvest in North 
Korea has been ruined by devastating floods. Many homes 
have been destroyed and millions of people face starvation. 
Already huge numbers of children are barely surviving on 
a diet of tree bark, grass and roots. The floods have also 
severely damaged the nation’s health system leaving it 
ill-equipped to deal with malnourished and suffering children. 

The people of North Korea are in desperate need. The 
Red Cross is organising emergency supplies of food to 
vulnerable groups and medical equipment to the failing 
health sector. 

Your help is vital. Just £26-00 could feed a family of four 
for two months. This money can help the Red Cross save lives. 
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Bumperjiarvest puts fair wind in 


Port producers in 
Portugal’s Douro valley 
are smiting with relief at 
the prospect of a good 
vintage, which ends in 
the next few days. While 
Spanish sherry 
flounders, port is 
Redding its fusty image 
to win new enthusiasts. 
ESzobeth Nash treads the 
grapes to investigate a 
success story. 


ome 35 of us stood in a vast 
ranite tank, thigh deep in 
lungent purple glop, rhythmi- 
ally stamping the day's cut of 
Tapes into a spongy fluid that 
tozed between our toes and 
lung to our limbs like primeval 
lime. 

T imin g is vital for making 
joit. You have less than 48 
lours before the fermentiug 
jrape juice hits its optimum bal- 
ance between alcohol and sug- 
ar, when you add brandy to stop 
jte process, and settle Lhe new 
port in vats. In that time the 
maximum colour and texture 
characteristic of Portugal's best 
known export must be extract- 
ed from the skins . And science 
has come up with no better 
method than the pressure of the 
human foot. 

“Heading is stBl the best way 
of crushing the grapes while 
leaving the pips undamaged It 
mixes up the dans with the juice 
and the body heat speeds the 
fermentation process," says 
Dominic Symington, sales di- 
rector of his family’s empire, 
that includes Graham’s, Dow’s 
and Warre’s port Only two 
fcmily firms remain in a trade 
founded by 19th century British 
merchants, now dominated by 



Photograph: Robert Harding Picture Library 

Sold (town the riven Traditions suen od - Domin ic Symington says, and increasingly in the US. 
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h*i,**xv that has survived the Nineties recession 

Sold down the riven Traditions such as ferrying port barrels have given way to a buoyant industry 
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Nineties recession with scarce- 
ly a blip - sales suffered more 
in the swinging Sixties - and 
economic revival is expected to 
encourage prosperous young- 
sters to pay the high price for 
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:tion of vintage port, wtuen r^the 

ms a fraction of the region's drop them mtoski^cn^ 
mut. The vines are perched men load on to a truck. Amid 

steep ravines of slatey soil 
it you would think too bar- 
a to support a blade of grass, 
it conditions here are perfect 
r port grapes. 

“We are sheltered by moun- 
ins from the westerly winds 
id rain, so have hot dry sum- 
ers that ripen the grapes and 
as tv winters that kill off dis- 
ises. The stony soD products 
gh sugar content and tough 
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weatherbeaten compared to 
their creamy bare legs. 

Only in the last hour - of 
“liberdade", or freedom - did 
the Headers break ranks to 
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off in slow motion to tne 
mountains of Spain. 

But the women’s clippers 
move swiftly, and they fill their 

buckets in a bBnk. The men bat- - . u«*ntr ranks to mnpnwuwia — 
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for every one ot tne 1 
ties Portugal sells each year, the 
equivalent of three must be 
kept in reserve. Government- 
backed regulatory bodies rem 
back any temptation to over- 
produce, so demand constant- 
ly outstrips supply, keeping 
prices and quality high. 

Port producers learned the 
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Sophia Bergqvist was only 28 

when she gave up a flourish- 
ing career as a business con- 
sultant in London to run a 
modest port-producing es- 
tate in Pinhao, in the Douro 
valley, that had been in her 
family for decades. 

*TThe vineyard. Quinta de 
la Rosa, had been in the 
family since the beginning of 
the century, but went bank- 
rupt in the Thirties. We con- 
tinued to produce grapes 


was provided by the sale of 
her father’s successful pulp 
factory, and Portugal’s entry 
into the European Commu- 
nity in 1986 opened the door 

10 a raft of vital subadies. The 

family invested £200,000 in 
gj earning new wine-making 
equipment and bought up 
steep terraces of land behind 
their eighteenth century 
house on the banks of the 
Douro to plant new vines. 
-My father never 
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At the court of the once and future king 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 
ROBERT HANKS 


Snoo Wilson’s ‘HRH* catches 
up with Edward and Mrs 
Simpson in the Bahamas in 
the 1940s. A two-hander for 
Corin Redgrave and Amanda 
Donohoe, It takes up the tale 
where 'Always*, the musical, 
all too suddenly left off. 


The ex- king is dead. long live the ex-kins! 
We've hardly drawn breath since con- 
ducting the funeral riles over Abmys and 
now here are the Duke of Windsor and 
Mrs Simpson experiencing a speedy the- 
atrical resurrection in Snoo Wilson's 
HRH. This iwivhander is an altogeth- 
er more astringent and blackly stylish 
piece of work than that grovelling mu- 
sical which, conveniently amnesiac about 
the Duke's FQhrer-fancying and hopes 
of making a crowned comeback m a Nazi 
Britain, despatched the lovebirds to a 


BY PAUL 
TAYLOR 


married future of unclouded happiness. 

HRH puts the record straight on that 
little fantasy. Wc meet up with the 
Windsors in 1943. when the Duke was 
Governor-General of the Bahamas. In 
the diplomatic pecking order, this is 
Siberia with add-on humidity. How it 
rankles with them, though precisely 
what higher posting a wartime govern- 
ment could have given an ex-king with 
pn>Hitler sympathies is hard to say. The 
Bahamas gig affords them lots of leisure, 
though, to pick at the scab of a seven- 
year marriage for which he had sacrificed 
a throne and she had. to ail intents and 
purposes, sacrificed the right ever to 
divorce again. 

The play is alive to the grotesque com- 
edy of the situation (the little pomo- 
nursery games the fretful, slighted couple 
play, like squirreling Queen Maiv s jew- 
els in a place that would fuze the most 
hardened Customs official). But it also 
shows that the undivine duo are in what 
might be called a tragic Windsor-knot. 


Distracting himself from the depths 
he’s too frightened to face by playing 
George Hwmby tunes on his banjo, Gorin 
Redgrave's damaged aDy-^ass Duke is like 
the little boy the couple never had. 

Amanda Donoboe’s Duchess - 
pulling her features into various DIY 
facelift poses and employing diphthongs 
that make Loyd Grossman sound like 
Dolly Parton - doesn't look too sad at 
having only one baby around the house. 
Earlier this season, there was a show 
called Women on the Verge of HRT; the 
Duchess thought she was a woman on 
the verge of HRH. But, as more recent 
history demonstrates, the Palace likes to 
be sparing where those three fetters are 
concerned. The petty snobbery of the 
Duchess is not overlooked here, but the 
play also brings home how her position 
as King-unraaker exposed her to being 
humiliated by yobs. You have only to re- 
call the mob ugliness that erupted at the 
mere mention of Camilla farker Bowles 
during that TV debate on the future of 
the monarchy to appreciate the dangers 
she mast have faced. 

The Duke's dim-wit dealings with 
shady businessmen in the Bahamas 
made those dangers worse. The play sug- 
gests that he colluded in a murder 
cover-up, causing an innocent man to be 
prosecuted so as to protect the real 
culprit, a property dealer who bad 
helped him transfer huge amounts of cur- 
rency to a Nazi-owned bank in Mexico. 
Quids in. then (or rather dollars), in the 
event of a German victory. 

Given that the piece is a two-bander, 
this quite complicated stoty has to be re- 
layed through references to a lot of off- 
stage characters, which is a drawback. In 
Simon Callow’s enjoyable production, the 
psychological advances of the narrow and 
intense focus on the couple aren't ex- 
ploited as well as they were when an ear- 
lier version of HRH was mounted at 
Theatre Clwyd. Mold, three years ago. 
There, with the pair marooned on a mir- 
rored disk in the middle of the audience, 
you got a whiff of a claustrophobic 
Sarlrean hell. Here, the set is standard- 
issue colonial, suitable for Maugham or 
Coward This funny, elegantly baleful 
plav needs .something more abstract. 

Playhouse Theatre, London IVC2 (01 71- 
839 4401). Booking to 22 Nov 



Amanda Donohoe as Mrs Simpson, the not-so-gay divorcee Photo: Nigel Norrington 


Divided by a common 
understanding 


A shocking statistic over 1,200 
Irish pubs have opened across 
Europe in the last four years, 
from Barcelona to Berlin. The 
reason it’s shocking is that, as 
Geny Anderson pointed out last 
week in Gerry’s Bar (R4, Fri), 
“the Irish pub", with its sawdust 
on the floor and strong men 
boiling over with animal spirits, 
is a fantasy. 

Irishness itself is problematic 
- national identity is rarely sim- 
ple, but Ireland’s is more hedged 
about with traps and qualifica- 
tions than most. Gerry's Bar is 
one of two series concerned with 
those difficulties. The other is 
North and South (R4, Wed), in 
which the novelist Cotm "Rubin 
is trekking along and around the 
Irish border. The four pro- 
grammes were recorded in the 
winter of 1995/6, shortly before 
the Canary Wharf bomb ended 
the peace process; and Ibibin 
was largely concerned with trac- 
ing the effects of peace, and the 
after-effects of conflict. So the 
programmes are full of hopeful 
images of the detritus of war: 
border pasts tom down, barracks 
left empty, roads reopened, 
communities meeting one an- 
other after 20 years' separation. 
The op timism sometimes makes 
you wince (if not as often as the 
corny Oirish folk soundtrack 
does), and it would be nice to 
have some footnotes on what's 
going on now, in the second. less 
cheerful ceasefire: have the 
troops returned? Are the com- 
munities estranged again? 

Borders are always a temp- 
tation to writers, zones full of res- 
onance and metaphorical 
possibility, and Ibibin is no as- 
cetic. But beneath the poetic 
manner, the series has a hard 
core of fact - everything is ob- 
served. little is asserted - and a 


tough-minded refusal to let any- 
one claim the moral high 
ground. True, there is a consia0 
sense of the irrationality of the 
ragged line between North and 
South, which you could take to 

be evidence of Republican: syut- 

pathies. But in this week's sec- 
ond programme, he consciously 
disdain ed any glamorising of 
the Republican tradition, quot- 
ing from Yeats “Ws have fed our 
hearts on fantasy, and our heart’s 
grown brutal on the fare.” (That 
could also be the motto for The 
Playboy of the Mstem FKriithis 

week’s Monday Play on Radio 
4, the tale of a setf-proclaimed 
murderer all but worshipped 
for his crime: BsterJKavanagb’s 
production rightly emphasised 
the darkness of the underlying 
emotion over the comical -ab- 
surdity of the situation.) 

The outward bluntness of 
Geny Anderson’s delivery car|| 
ouflages an underlying hazy ide- 
alism. Tm one of Anderson's 
a dmir ers, but still agnostic about 
his scripted talks - his natural 
twinkle sounds too studied. His 
habitual “We’re all mad here" 
view of Ireland seems clumsy fac- 
ade Toibin's grimmer apprecia- 
tion of insanity, too; it doesn't 
leave much room for nuance. 
Yesterday's talk ended with him 
driving from the rustic paradise 
of Donegal back to Derry: the 
first thing he saw on arriving 
home was a news item about a 
youn g man hurt in a car crash, 
and stripped of wallet, watch and 
shoes by a mob. “Home, swert 
home," Anderson concluded.*/ 
ft seemed an unimaginative 

contrast Yet the first headline on 
the next news bulletin was about 

an Ulsterman who slit a boy’s 
throat for wearing Celtic 
colours. Sometimes nuance is a 
luxury we can do without 


Dark, brutal passion - and not a poker in sight 



Oliver Hindle as the Grim Reaper in a stylish 'Edward II* Photograph: Laurie Lewis 
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Edward II 

Birmingham Hippodrome 

Ballet doesn't have to cany a 
“U" certificate - as Kenneth 
MacMillan was ever at pains to 
demonstrate - and in making a 
ballet of the torrid life and sticky 
end of Edward II, David Bint- 
ley set out lo create a dark, 
flavoursome, sugar- free enter- 
tainment. It was made in 1995 
lor Stuttgart BalJeL and with the 
help of two principals from 
that production (Sabrina Lcnzi 
and the excellent Wolfgang 
SioUwiizcr). Bintlcy has now re- 
vived it for Birmingham Royal 
Ballet, who gave its British pre- 
miere on Thursday. 

Bintlcy 's gift for story telling 
is not infallible (remember Cyra- 
no'.’) but in Edward U the nar- 
rative pace and John McCabe's 
racing strings and angry drums 
zip along so that we can cut right 
to the chase, with none of the 
expository Itmgucurs that so sti- 
fle MacMillan's MayerUng. With- 
in III minutes wc know who's 


who and what they are up to. 

The curtain rises on a mag- 
nificent funeral cortege, loom- 
ing pillars, cowled figures and 
dense fog eerily lit by Peter 
Mumford's expressive lighting. 
The monks file off, Edward is 
crowned and immediately re- 
sumes his exhilarating tours en 
lair with the mercurial Piers 
Gavcston (Andrew Murphy). 


His wife Is less than thrilled and 
soon embarks on some steamy 
pair work of her own with 
Joseph CipoUa's king-making 
Mortimer, who is quite clearly 
A Bad Thing. He and his 
Barons initiate a civil war in 
their quest for more power and 
dominate the stage in testos- 
terone- rich ensemMcs worthy of 

the Bolshoi. 


The historical narrative is 
intercut with the 14th-century 
morality tale Rtvnan de Famvl. 
in which a donkey is made 
king. This is told by a motley 
crew, including a Fool who 
sports a large foam-robber erec- 
tion that will he familiar to any- 
one who has ever tried to 
construct a giraffe with pink 
modelling balloons. 


These costumes arc designed 
by Jasper Conran. Sabrina Lenzi 
gets to model a succession of 
ravishing bias-cut devote velvet 
creations that had me dribbling 
into my programme. Never 
mind T-shirts: this ballet could 
take merchandising into an en- 
tirely different league. The 
ladies of the court wear plain 
black gowns crowned by a fan- 
tastical array of medieval funeral 
millinery ranging from wimples 
to distended mortar-boards. 

Not all of Conran’s costumes 
are this successful. The Barons 
have more studded leather cod- 
pieces than you can shake a stick 
at - if that's your idea of a good 
lime. This heavy emphasis on 
leathers is reminiscent of the 
RSC in its latc-Seventics biker 
period. 

Much of the ballet’s visual im- 
pact is thanks to Peter J Davi- 
son's mechanistically medieval 
sets. A high, wide window at the 
back slides open like a hangar 
door - a clever design that en- 
larges still further the Hippo- 
drome's handsome stage. The 


opening reveals coronations, 
sunny blue skies and advancing 
battalions of blood- thirsty 
Barons. It's a brutal ballet: Is- 
abella slaps her nurse (the ex- 
cellent Marion Tail), the nurse 
spits in Gavcston's face, Gave- 
ston is anally raped by the 
Barons and the King is peed on 
by his guards before he endures 
the final fatal humiliation. His 
assassin. Lighlbomc (Tony Nor- 
man Wright), is a skinhead 
who dances a strangely gentle 
pas tie deux with his victim be- 
fore a portcullis suddenly falls 
and a glowing brazier is 
wheeled on. Lighlborne ten- 
derly places a black bag over the 
King's head before taking care- 
ful. and terrible, aim. 

family entertainment it ain’t. 
But it's a strong (ale. (old with 
conviction, danced with passion 
and staged with the greatest 
possible style. Definitely wi >rth 
.shelling out for a babysitter. 

To Tutw (booking. : 0121-622 
748ft i; then on tour 

Louise Levene 


In the Eye on Monday: Dominic DromgooJe pays tribute to 
P.O/ MacGregor, author of "Snat e in the Grass' and a playwright 
wVio sadly found bis voice all too late. 

Plus Robert Hants on Evans v Greening S Ball, or the breakfast- 
time battle for listeners between Virgin and Radio I 



THE WEEK IN REVIEW david benedict 


THE BALLET 

Cinderella 


THE TV SERIES 

A Dance to the Music of Time 


THE FILM 

Nil by Mouth 


Adventures in Motion Pictures present 
Prokofiev's ballet with Sarah Wildor and cx- 
Royal Ballet star Adam Cooper, directed 
and choreographed by Matthew Bourne. 
Lez Bnotherston designs. 

Piccadilh' Theatre. London If 7 ( 0/ 71-369 
1734) to Jan 10. 


Anthony Powell's 12-volume novel adapt- 
ed hy Hugh White more into four two hour 
TV films (at a cost of £10m) with a Rolls- 
Royce cast led hy Simon Russell Beale with 
Sir John Gielgud. Miranda Richardson and 
Alan Bennett plus all the usual suspects. 
Thnmdays. 9pm. Channel 4. 


Actor Gary Oldman's makes his debut as 
writer and director with a fierce and fatal- 
istic family drama set on a run-down south 
London housing estate, starring Ray Win- 
stone as a violent minor villain married to 
Kathy Burke. 

Cert IS. 120 mins, tm general release 


Long-time Bourne fan Louise Levene was 
disappointed. “Neither as dramatic nor as 
funny as most of his earlier work." 
••[BourneJ has one of the most dazzling 
theatrical imaginations in the business ... 
the one thing that’s frost ralingly lacking in 
the production is dance." agreed The 
Guardian, “As good as the notorious Snvn 
Lake ? No ... Il will make a much better 
video than stage show." declared the Tele- 
graph. “Lynn Seymour’s hilariously tipsy 
stepmother totters like a parody of Paul 
LuPbne in Sunset Boulevard ... deserves lo 
he a popular success," smiled the Mail. “Un- 
convincing." sighed the FT. “A winning for- 
mula .. . The entire cast is first-rate." sang 
77ic Times. “Complexity, subtlety and sur- 
prises," cheered the Standard. 


Rehearsals were decimated 
by ill-health. It will undoubt- 
edly deepen and strengthen. 


Thomas Sutcliffe fell “the effect is rather 
like attending a reunion party at which you 
have no share in the common history ... 
everyone around you roars with laughter, 
leaving you mildly baffled (and mildly 
bored)". “A quickstep lo the music of lime 

which tramples run only on credibility but 
on humour." frowned the New Statesman. 
“Like walking into a Brideshead Revisited 
theme park - only less convincing." grum- 
bled The Times. “An excellent cast cannot 
make up for the lack of substance," yawned 
the Mail. “Perfectly faithful, which is more 
than you can say for most of the characters." 
declared The Guardian. “After two hours 
of this luscious production. I stumbled, 
blinking, hack into the harsh reality of to- 
day." gloried the Telegraph. 


The production values urc 
high and the acting excellent 
but it's a compression loo far. 




Adam Mars-Joncs worried about the film's 
balance of sympathies hut praised it for earn- 
ing “the great, if hack-handed, compliment 
of being powerful enough lo argue with". 
“A sti»iy that could easily have got out of 
hand. An honourable film, as well as a sen- 
sational one," cried The Guardian. “Startling 
power and compassion," nodded Vie Times. 
“There's no sermonising or sentimentalis- 
ing ... Don’t miss it." marvelled Time fhu. 
“Harrowinglv brilliant performances ... it's 
gruelling but compulsive. Steel yourself, hut 
see il." urged lhe Telegraph. “I can't fill the 
vacuum with the slightest sympathy. Nil by 
mouth maybe, everything by foul mouth." 
snorted the Standard. "Full of the sort nr peo- 
ple you would move lo the country to avoid." 
shuddered the Mail. 


Already strewn with awards 
for acting and direction. 



A WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 

Something's rotten in the slate of theatre, at least according 
to The Surge, which this week predicts a spate of financial 
crises: a possible merger in Liverpool, possible closures 
elsewhere. Duncan Weldon, director of Chichester Festival 
Theatre, wants to shut up shop for half the year, with dark 
hints of closing altogether if more cash can’t be found. 

Talking to Weldon, I found him extremely downbeat, 
not just about Chichester but about the future of theatre 
in general. Young people, he says, are simply not going to 
the theatre. “I don't think it’s that they can’t afford it 
they can afford lo buy CDs. They just have other 
interests. We've got a serious illness in the theatre, and I 
don't know bow you solve it." Apocalyptic words. But 
Weldon is not alone in prophesying the worst. Jude Kelly, 
director of West Yorkshire Playhouse, agrees that, for 
many in their late teens and early twenties, theatre simply 
isn’t on the agenda: “It isn’t rock ’n’ roll." 

But why? No real analysis has been done. How does one 
reconcile Weldon's diagnosis of an “illness in the theatre’’ 
with the huge numbers of youngsters going to Shopping and » 
Fucking and Popcorn in the West End, ot the 88 per cent y . 

attendances, in all weathers, at Shakespeare's Globe. True, * 
Mark Ravcnhill's and Ben Elton's plays were soon seen as 
trendy, while the Globe remains a fascinating novelty. But 
there is another factor. Weldon is wrong, I believe, in 
excluding price from his analysis. I believe it weighs heavily 
with young people contemplating a night out. The Globe 
had standing and sitting at £5. And, when the BAC in south 
London introduced “pay what you can" nights, they too - 
rapidly sold ouL If West End producers really are serious *" 
ahoul bringing in a new, younger audience, why don’t they 
experiment by offering a good range of tickets at the same - 
price as cinema seats, and maybe even free admission on 
Mondays, when theatres can be aO too dismally empty? 

What a pity the ruling council of the Royal Academy had 
to signal the demise of its mercurial exhibitions secretary, 
Norman Rosenthal. Censuring him for recent remarks 
they found “unacceptable" isn't too worrying. But what 
about that vote of confidence? As football managers dowJ 
the ages. Michael Fool and various other victims of a vote' 
of confidence by their employers or colleagues could teD 
him, Norman's fate is now well and truly sealed. 


Gt's w t-n-res-r) 

, r . 



Culture secretary Chris Smith tells Music Week magaz 
what a fan he is of all the popular beat combos: “I enj 
listening lo a Pulp tape almost as much as I enjoy lisle 
to a Mahler symphony." Bui asked if he has been to a 
gigs lately, he replies: “Not since I look over response! 
for the music industry, but that's partly because I have 
had any invitations. If anyone warns to inviu: me to th; 
I would be keen to go. r There is another alternative, 
Chris, ground-breakingly radical as it must appear to 
anyone in the House of Commons. But one can aiway 
indulge one's passions by buying a ticket. 
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Delight and 

disaster in an 
African diary 


The wildlife of Africa still 
has the power to hold Its 
human observers in thrall, but, 
says Rory Sremner, who has 
visiting conservation 
projects in Tanzania and 
Kenya, ill-conceived and 
disconnected foreign aid 
projects threaten animals and 
human beings alike by causing 
avoidable ecological breakdown 


As I left home again for Africa last month, 
my thoughts were of England. The coun- 
try shifting beneath my feet, old certain- 
ties (the monarchy, the "Union) everywhere 
called into question, me starting to get my 
head round my next set of programmes for 
Channel 4, and my racehorse (or rbe leg 
of him I own) apparently now so lazy that 
ft was having Sky TV plumbed into his sta- 
ble so be could watch the Ryder Cup, with 
a direct line to the bookies should he fan- 
cy a few bob on Rocca to beat Tiger Woods 
in the singles. 

Such thoughts are left far behind as our 
Piper Aztec touches down on a dusty ter- 
racotta landing-strip in Southern Tanzania 
and Africa wraps us once again in its sweet, 
dry heat - and a cloud of dust 

It’s a break from home: but it's also a 
mission, in a way. For the second time this 
year. I’m visiting projects supported by the 
wildlife conservation charity Hisk Trust, 
whose involvement ranges from funding 
equipment and assisting African commu- 
nity projects to aiding the relocation of rhi- 
ch and other endangered species to 
V use rvan ties across Kenya. 

I first encountered wildlife during the 
1995 England Cricket Tour to South Africa 
- not amongst the players, but many miles 
away in the game reserves of Londolozi and 
Phtnda Nyala. There, at dusk one evening, 
time stood still as we waited silently, 
aware that we were not alone. In a thick- 
et in front of us, the crackling of twigs be- 
trayed the presence of an animal. After 
what seemed like an eternity, the branch- 
es parted and a lone elephant emerged and 
swayed sadly and sflendy on its way, utterly 
impervious to our presence. As we moved 
off tears were streaming down my cheeks. 

Guides will tell you that these immense 
' (features have a deep and 
compassionate gentle- 
ness. They will return 
many months later to the 
spot where a relative has 
died, flicking tenderly at 
the bones as if trying to 
nudge it back to life. A 
slightly longer tale tells of 
a drunk man falling into 
an alcoholic slumber and 
awaking to find himself 
covered in twigs, having 
been gently “buried” by an 
elephant. 

Since that first experi- 
ence, my curiosity about 
the animals and the peo- 
ple has become passion- 
( i. and I've come to love 
ilE place. Days spent dri- 
ving bumpfly across plains 
and dusty paths in a Land 



half-turns to climb the steps I see his face. 
Bloody heli, it's Martin Clunes. For some 
reason I keep bumping into him in Dean 
Street, in Soho, but Kilimanjaro airport on 
a quiet Sunday morning is stretching co- 
incidence a little further it happens he’s 
been filming the story of Nina the elephant, 
relocated through the auspices of the 
Born Free Foundation from a lonely zoo 
life to Mkomazi reserve. 

Each time I return I learn more about 
the secret life of animals and plants: how 
the whistling thorn is inhabited by ants who 
emerge if the tree is being eaten to bite the 
predator, how other acacias first grew 
thorns to deter giraffe from eating them, 
and now produce an unpalatable tannin if 
a thjek-tongued animal begins to munch 
away; not only that - this reaction is com- 
municated to all other trees in the sur- 
rounding area, forcing the predator to move 
off to another part of the bush. 

One piece of bu&b lore suggests that to 
keep baboons out of your camp, you 
should place a plastic snake in a bag near 
where they play: their curiosity will thus be 
rewarded with a nasty shock. 

A friend tried this at his camp in the Tfca- 
vo park in Kenya and found the bag at- 
tracted the attentions of a velvet monkey, 
who opened it, looked inside and prompt- 
ly fainted. Clambering back onto its feet, 
h had another look - and promptly faint- 
ed again. 

The story reminded me of the tale of 
Falklands penguins, who were so fesdnated 
by aircraft during the war that they would 
longingly watch the planes as they flew di- 
rectly over their heads, causing the on- 
fortunate creatures to topple straight over 
backwards with a slushy thud. Unable to 
right themselves (“aw, bloody, hell. I’ve 
gone again they would have to wait 
for an army patrol whose job it was to re- 
turn penguins to the upright position. 

The very first morning in Tanzania pre- 
sents a rare sighting. Drawn by a sudden 
doud of dost in the distance^ we find a herd 
of buffalo bolding two lionesses at bay. As 
we watch a buffalo is brought down. Tb all 
intents and purposes it's dead meat But 
no. Mountings final show of defiance, the 
buffalo charge the lions again, causing them 
to retreat. Amazingly, after half a minute 
of this stand-off, the stricken buffalo d am- 
bers to its feet and rejoins the herd. Lions 


When foreign aid goes wrong: helpless fish, dead and dying, below Huffman’s bridge, Ruaha National Park, Tanzania 


Photograph: Rory Bemner 



The writer with Tana the cheater in Kenya 


est camp. There is a small ranger post whiah 
they ftind a mSe or so away, but apart from 
that, nothing beside remains. 

As the stars come out on the first night 
in camp, to be joined by a glorious rising 
foil moon, we listen to stories of those who 
live here. Dismissive of the “two-year 
wonders” who come to Dai es Salaam, 
work for a western company and return 
home having learnt little and understood 
less, Geoffrey Fax is a 3&-year wonder with 
a lodge camp in Ruaha National Park. He 
will tell yon about tea-growing and bush 
lore, the old days and the new challenges. 
And still, as he did on our first morning, 
walk slap into an elephant while walking 
sleepily to breakfast, blinded by the low ear- 
ly sun. 

Thisyear his sloiy is both a tragedy and 
a scandal. 

The Ruaha river, the life-blood of 
Southern Tanzania, is drying up in the mid- 
dle of the dry season-for the fourth year 
running (or indeed not running). And, 
what’s more, it's happening a month ear- 
lier every year . 

Poor rains are partly to blame, but the 
most threatening cause lies upriver, where 
foreign-aid money is following up the cre- 
ation of two huge rice-field developments 
in the Ruaha 's catchment area with a third 
paddyfield development at Madibira, 
based on a feasibility pro- 
ject done years ago. 

The river below - and 
the wildlife living m the 
Ruaha National Park - 
depend an a swamp in fie 
river's catchment area. 
The swamp acts as a nat- 
ural dam. In the rainy 
season it absorbs water 
like a sponge and helps 
prevent flooding; in the 
dry season it gradually re- 
leases it to prevent Lhe 
river drying up. 

As water is diverted 
for the rice field project, 
the swamp has dried out 
and become compacted 
by up to 1 J million graz- 
ing cattle. The result is a 
natural catastrophe that 
has to be seen to be be- 
lieved. Fteh floods in rainy season and, last 


But there is a further twist, an economic 
irony that may yet save the river and its 
ecosystem; For downstream are the Mf era 
and Kidatu hydroelectric dams, which 
provide 80 per cent of Dares Salaam's elec- 
tricity. Already the power cuts have start- 
ed in that city and huge generators have 
had to be bought. 

Thus foreign aid money finances the rice 
paddy project upstream while crippling the 
(foreign aid financed) hydro project down- 
stream. It is a crisis conservationists in Ru- 


aha are desperate to prevent, quite liter- 
ally, come bell or high water. 

But the swamp tragedy is a metaphor 
for African politics: for everyone you 
meet who tells you one story, you will meet 
someone the next day who contradicts or 
ridicules it. In a continent whose main cur- 
rency is rumour, your brain soon be- 
comes saturated. What may be a flash flood 
of information and gossip at lower level 
soon dries to a trickle higher up as armies 


of bureaucrats grind out their patch, leav- 
ing dust and confusion in their wake. 

But this is Africa. Returning through the 
fumes and the bustle of Nairobi, I reflect 
on the contrasts and ironies that frustrate 
and bewitch me: breathtaking beauty and 
pitiful squalor, Man and Nature, life and 
death. I know HI be back. And as I observe 
Messrs Blair and Hague in their natural 
habitat, I’U think of snakes and baboons, 
lion and buffalo ... and Martin Clunes. 


— -j r— - — - an 0 Buffalo 1, and as John Motson might say, * — 

Rover, each bend pronnang an enw Qa25be undoubtedly would say, you don’t month, long before the next rains are due; 

with giraffe, impala, elephant or ^ oftea Desmond. The lionesses the pitiful sight of hippo and crocodiles 

seemingly inevitable hour tyng ^ wander off, and from a little further away — J J - “““ " r u 

the middle of every night, dry ^ fo^ small creatures bound towards 

heart pounding, listening to Uon or tyew 
in the d&teoce, both hoping and tonng 


thev might come closer: 
of dint night sky, heavy w.thatto^d 

sure and deaferongiysaent ens^to-s^P 

offish oraflutter of birdwing hredoj^dte 

stiB river’s surface, or a single distant ^ 


we see l 

them: cubs, stumbiy-pawed, tumbling and 
frolicking before nestling against their 
mothers in the shade. 


crowded in stagnant jxjoIs, while a few yards 
upstream hundreds of dead fish lie rotting 
on the surface. Countless others fight vain- 
ly for air, flapping around, open-mouthed 
and upside-down. 

These - imagine it - were the pools 
where the Foe children would fish 20 years 
ago, catching tiger-fish weighing up to 15 
pounds, retrieved by whichever brother’s 


There is no doubt that camping out in 
the bush attracts a particular type of per- 

tiu rjvci — - - — ® , • j.. Overflying Ruaha in the Thsk plane, - — *v — — ; — — - 

cnr. the sound of feh-cagles and looking for poachers, we spotted a Lan- turn it was (usually the youngest) to brave 

in the shimmering heat of an Am dnJver tent; on landing at dusk, we the crocs. 

ternoon. found a young white couple with two very _ 

_ . Kenva- small kids sitting quite happily by their tent The site is no stranger to trage^in the 

Fhing between Tanzania and wnp ^ darfcnesSf ]is ^ cr]iag f or fo e leopard mid-SOs a umber merchant called Carl 

from the Serengeti to the nrtwlingaroimdahui^redyardsaway.No Hus^nan built a bridge at the ^ot and was 

, hassle. You have to fly to a border point m w executive so pleased with the result that he unme- 

and dear customs crossing into Kenya trouser _ prej5S> DO fo^ & w diatelv drove off the side of it and drowned- 

dear customs again and head back mw Asa0B&t ^ ^ pec^e are wildlife His death is remembered sadly by the lo- 

film-maker Simon Hevor and sculptor 
Robert Glen, whose magnificent installa- 
tion of mustangs dominates the a plaza 


«**»* 

are two other planes on the 4 ^ Glen ^ a ^ a htm- 
Amongst the five people bo | dred yards from the tent of his pupa and 

Tanzania jet is one whrt* V. . it » s partner, artist Susan Slolberger, and 30 

blond mane and a sbambliBfcg« * minutes drive into the bush from the near- 

somcone I know, I joke to myselt As ne 


cals, rather less so by the crocodiles to 
whose diet be made a welcome addition. 
(Unlike Hussman, they often live beyond 
50.) 

Now the stinking pool is a sight that 
should shame those responsible for the 
Madibira rice field project. 


LAST WEEK 
THEY 
KILLED 



THIS WEEK 
THEY 

COULD SAVE 



Perverse and senseless. Attacks on 
horses are on the increase. Maiming, 
mutilating, and in some cases killing. 

At the ILPH, we find such acts 
utterly repugnant. So much so that in 
many cases, we offer substantial rewards 
for information. 

We always press relentlessly for 
prosecutions, too. And, as you would 
expect, we don’t give up easily. 

Bur there is hope as well as pain. 
In the rescue and rehabilitation of 
maltreated horses in this country and the 
world over. 

Help us in our life saving work. 
Reach for the scissors. Cut out the 
coupon and send us your donation. 

Thank you. 


Please accept my donation of £. 


.(payable to ILPH) Or charge my 


I 
I 

I ILPH 

L 


Visa/MasrerCanilSwirchlfcuriJcard/j^ex (delete as applicable) with the sum of 

Card No. ITT ED t 1 I DU T_ L llJXP 


£ 

Expiry dare L 

Signature _ 

Name 


Switch issue no - Todays date /- 
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Send ro: ILPH, Anne Galvin House. Snencnon, Norfolk, NR16 2LR 
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A little late, but welcome to the modem world, Mr Hague 
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Let’s welcome the Tbries to the modern 
world They mi ght not like it - “the 
world that is” as Michael Portillo so 
colourfuhy put it - but it seems to be the 
only one we have. It’s where the votes, the 
problems, the political opportunities are. 
It is the same world-foat-is to which 
Labour painfully had to reintroduce itself. 
There may be pociets of Surrey, Herts and 
Bucks or even function rooms in Black- 
pool that ycni can pretend are forever Eng- 
land, your England, but they are too small 
a political base for the Tbries. If they are 
ever going to grow back to potency they 
needed to make a leap out of the ghettos 
of intolerance this week. And, Norman 
Tebbit notwhhstandiig, they just about did. 
This is good news for Britain: we need a 
plural system, and that means, we need 
Tbries. 

William Hague’s speech yesterday was 
pretty potboiling stuff, addressed to the 
tribe rather than the country. Besides, the 
leader's speech was overshadowed by 
Michael Portillo’s demarche on the con- 
ference fringe. He is too resourceful and 
ambitious a politician to have stayed 
away for long but the mann er of his re- 
turn was dramatic. Personal h umilia tion 
of the kind be suffered in the early hours 
of May 2nd is clearly good for the souL 
He took centre stage with an extraordi- 


nary volte-face. The queen (Maggie and 
all her works) is dead. Long live the (lib- 
eral, tolerant, compassionate) king. Why, 
next he may be heard offering a prayer for 
Jacques Santer. 

Though Norman Ibbbit rarely shows 
much Christian charity, he would pre- 
sumably allow that his prized (mono-) cul- 
tural inheritance includes the New 
TbstamenL One of its most teasing stories, 
to non-believers and believers alike, is that 
of the prodigal son. This week the Con- 
servatives came back to the fold, and re- 
pented. There they had been for all those 
years, boozing with ideologues, stripping 
down to their economically liberal un- 
derwear. They were indeed crazy years. 
During them Lady Thatcher and John 
Major attempted to defend albryism that 
had become an unstatie permissive in mat- 
ters of business but morally censorious of 
choice in matters of sex, child-rearing and 
household formation. It was not the creed 
of modern Britons around them. 

This week reality dawned - or at least 
a glimmering of consistency. No one 
quite had the courage to point out that lib- 
eralising changes in attitude and sodal 
practice occurred while Mrs Thatcher was 
on watch, that she is “responsible” (in so 
far as politicians have anything to do with 
social change). But at least the Tbries now 



recognise what Michael Portillo coyly 
called the “new norms” are here to stay. 
Gays will not go bade into the doseL 
Women will hot be driven out of jobs nor 
will they relinquish their freedom to 
choose whether and with whom they 


have children. William Hague came near 
to accepting that freedom is indivisible. If 
you value the freedom of consumers, of 
patients and parents, you must also prize 
- however much you might regret the con- 
sequences - their freedom to divorce or 
set up with a same-sex partner. 

All this amounts to heroic redirection. 
Historically Conservatism prospered by re- 
sisting change, in postulating ideal types 
of behaviour. Often it was hypocrisy on 
stilts. Aristocrat Tories condemned in the 
working class behaviour they applauded 
in their drawing rooms- Tbiy MPs were of- 
ten the last people to observe the precepts 
they tried to legislate for others. Lately, 
the Tbries have made themselves into the 
party of an anachronistic definition of the 
family This has meant they became so- 
dal whingers, constantly complaining that 
people kept malting choices they don’t like. 
(These people of course included minis- 
ters, their ex-mistresses and prime min- 
ister’s children, which made the Ibiy 
message all the more unintelligible.) 
William Hague himself still feels the 
need to bow his knee to the approved form 
of matrimony but, intellectually and po- 
litically, he sees how his party had driven 
up a cul-de-sac. It is now on its way back 
down. And he (we assume) enjoyed some 
sex before marriage in Blackpool this week. 


But this will be a slow and difficult po- 
litical conversion. Listening to Mr Hague’s 
speech was to hear the grating sound of 
a ™an trying to play two ends against the 
middle. This was a leader prepared only 
up to a point to beckon his people back 
to the middle ground - he certainly made 
free with the tribe's totems and tokens. So 
we bad compassion and tolerance - code 
for welcoming gays - but also a paea{* if 
praise to the "traditional fa m ily”. Mr 
Hague wants more Tbiy women MPS, but 
would not forego a gratuitous assault on 
a Labour minister, Harriet Harman, 
based largely on her gender. Mr Hague 
lauds free trade but within afew sentences 
aligns hims elf with hard-line nationalism, 
the kind that wants protection. Mr Hague, 
in other words, has not yet entirety aban- 
doned the shibboleths he needs to died. 

And yet foe Conservatives deserve half 
a round of applause - by which we mean 
not foe sound of one band dapping bat 
two hands clapping, slowly. They really did 
advance this week. What next? Im ag in e 
a line-up at Brighton in 1998 of young men 
wbo had doffed their pinstripes and, 
some of them, come out; of sassy go-abead 
career women ... That would start to look 
like a Tbry party capable of giving New 
Labour a ran for its money. We'd like to 
see it happen. 


Greener than thou 

Sin It is good that the Foreign 
Office now treats impending di- 
mate change and sea-level rise 
seriously. (“The paradise isles 
on foe edge of disaster”. 10 Oc- 
tober), after decades of indif- 
ference to global environmental 
crises, such as tropical defor- 
estation, over-fishing and 
spedes extinction. 

However, foe UK is in dan- 
ger of losing influence over 
other industrial nations as its 
pronouncements on their re- 
sponsibility to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions take on an unat- 
tractive “holier than thou” time. 
The exhortation of the Foreign 
Office Minister Derek Eatchett 
that Australia, Japan and foe 
USA must agree tough reduc- 
tion targets at the crudal climate 
change summit in Kyoto in eight 
weeks time may be right, but it 
would carry far more weight if 
foe Government spent less time 
trumpeting its own (welcome) 
carbon dioxide reduction target 
of 20 per cent from 1990 levels 
by 2010 and started imple- 
menting domestic programmes 
to reach that target. 

There are a number of ini- 
tiatives that must be undertak- 
en in Britain, which would bring 
definite social and economic 
benefits, and yet none featured 
in either Labour's first Queen’s 
Speech or its first Budget 

Transport is responsible for 
over a fifth of carbon dioxide 
pollution, and emissions are 
rising rapidly as traffic levels 
soar. Why, then, no legislation 
along the lines of the Road Traf- 
fic Reduction Bill, drafted by 
Friends of the Earth, foe Green 
Party and Plaid Cymru, and 
sponsored by Cynog Dafis MP? 
Why no tougher energy-effi- 
ciency standards, for buildings 
as well as vehicles? 

A nationwide home energy 
conservation programme is an 
essential prerequisite for low- 
ering carbon emissions. And it 
would help eradicate foe scan- 
dal of fuel poverty in this coun- 
try, suffered by 15 million 
people, prevent some 30,000 
people from dying eveiy year 
because they are cold and damp 
as their homes leak energy and 
waste warmth, while creating 
between 25,000 and 5QJXX) jobs. 
Why was the windfall tax not 
used to kickstart such invest- 
ment? 

Tbe long-term funds for 
such a programme, for building 
up a modem public transport 
network and for developing 
dean renewable energy supplies 
such as offshore wind, wave and 
solar power, can easily be 
found. End company car, and 
free fuel and parking, subsidies 
worth £550m a year, along with 
the £1.5bn tax breaks given to 
ofl companies annually to find 
more oil. 

Above all, introduce a grad- 
uated carbon tax across the 
European Union so that the 

dirtiest fuels are taxed tbe most, 
and foe cleanest foe least, and 
commensurate^ reduce taxes 
on labour. Not only would car- 
bon emissions fall, but so would 

the price of employment, cre- 
ating hundreds of thousands of 
jobs across foe EU. 
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Why also does the Treasury 
resist ending the farcical anom- 
aly whereby energy-saving ma- 
terials are VAT taxed at 17.5 per 
cent whereas energy use is 
taxed at 5 per cent? 

Simply lecturing other na- 
tions about their obvious failing s 
is no way to prepare for Kyoto. 
CHARLES SECRETT 
Director 

Friends of the Earth 
London N1 

Sin Bin Quan trill (letter, 7 Oc- 
tober) is right that a tropical 
timber boycott may not be the 
best choice for the environment 
and that we should try to ensure 
that timber oomes from well- 
managed sources. 

However there is still much 
forest management that fails to 
meet even foe most basic envi- 
ronmental and social criteria. 
The not-for-profit organisation 
the Forest Stewardship Coun- 
cil now offers an international 
scheme for ensuring forest man- 
agement meets high standards 
and provides an easily recog- 
nised tick-tree logo for foe 
products. The FSC provides 
the perfect choice for people 
who want reassurance that they 
can buy wood products without 
contributing to foe sort of 
shocking disasters that we can 
now observe in Indonesia. 
STEVE HOWARD 
Senior Forests Officer 
WWF-UK 
Godaiming, Surrey 

Royal technophobia 

Sir On your centre pages (9 Oc- 
tober) you publish a major ar- 
ticle by Rupert Cornwell, a 
six-column cartoon and three 
trenchant letters all condemn- 
ing the remarks of Norman 
Tfebbil on foe subject of Britain's 
multi-ethnicity. Well done! 

Immediately above stands 
your leading article, in which 
you attack foe Queen for in- 
flexibility and a lack of “demo- 
cratic understanding” for what 
you describe as a self-depre- 
cating aside admitting her re- 
sistance to information 
technology. 

Z should have thought that 
Her Majesty’s extremely posi- 
tive endorsement of foe multi- 
ethnic, multi-faith character of 
this country - which, by happy 

coincidence was reported on the 

same day as Norman Tebbifs re- 
grettable outburst - demon- 
strates both her flexibility and 
her responsiveness to the mood 
of modern society. I also believe 
that foe Queen's views on the 
subject of race- relations are 
very much more interesting to 
most of her subjects than her 

views on information technol- 
ogy. 

JENNY BANKS 
Birmingham 

Sin Yourleaderof 90ctoberis 
wrong in stating that Qnedn 
Mary never used a telephone. 
As she herself recorded, the 
King, in London, kept her, in 
Balmoral, frilly informed by 
telephone about the govern- 
ment crisis of 1931. You also 
omitted to mention that foe 
Princess Royal's comments 
about foe use of computers in 




The Australian kangaroo - cuffed by trained shooters to spare it a worse death 


Kangaroo meat 

Sin In case your readers gain a 
false impression about the killing 
of kangaroos and foe processing 
of their meat from your report 
"Ostrich, kangaroo and other ex- 
otic meats off the menu” (9 Oc- 
tober) it is important to point out 
that the sale of kangaroo meat 


is a by-product of Australia's nec- 
essary annua l mil. 

Because of foe dramatic in- 
crease in the kangaroo popu- 
lation we need to control their 
numbers to prorect foe fragile 
environment and foe many oth- 
er native species it sustains. 

Last year 3.1 million kanga- 
roos were culled from a popu- 


lation of more than 50 million 
of foe four main species. In ad- 
dition to protecting foe envi- 
ronment, foe cull saves millions 
of kangaroos from dying from 
thirst and starvation during 
Australia's frequent droughts. 

The government cull is car- 
ried out by professional shoot- 
ers who are licensed and must 


comply with stria laws. The pro- 
cessing of the meat is subject to 
controls which are as rigorous 
and strictly policed as any of foe 
more traditional meat industries 
in Australia. 

NEIL BLEWETT 
High Commissioner 
Australian High Commission 
London WC2 


schools were endorsed by none 
other than Bill Gates. 

Technopbobia certainly does 
not, as you suggest, run in the 
Royal Family. Queen Victoria, 
in contrast to her Prime Minis- 
ter, Melbourne, was an enthu- 
siast for foe newly invented 
passenger railway, her husband, 
Albert, probably did more than 
any single person last century to 
promote innovation; and her el- 
dest son, foe Prince of Wiles, 
was quick to endorse foe mo- 
tor car. The Queen's father, lat- 
er George VL learned to fly in 
19X9, a time when it was a high- 
ly risky business. 

DONALD FOREMAN 

Secretary 

The Constitutional Monarchy 

Association 
London E4 

Sir. Jojo Mqyes, reporting the 
Queen’s speech to Pakistan’s 
parliament (9 October), sug- 
gests that foe Queen and many 
others of the not so young feel 
bewildered and even fright- 
ened by tbe fast -changing world 

we live in. 

The point is that we harbour 
a healthy scepticism towards all 
things new and a desire a prop- 
er evaluation and discussion of 
new ideas and new technologies 
before adopting them. Infor- 
mation technology is being in- 


troduced simply because it is 
there and because we must 
make sure we are not left out. 
Tb this day there has been no 
evaluation of foe costs and 
benefits. 

Why should I spend foe re- 
sources on making my home 
into a local area network (re- 
ported on foe same page) to be 
able to e-mail fiidge@home to 
see I need milk when I can just 
open foe door and ascertain that 
fact Tbe possibility is absolutely 
fascinating, but foe costs seem 
to grossly outweigh any bene- 
fits. 

KVMOLLER 
Stoke-on-Trent. Staffordshire 

Circumcision victims 

Sin It does seem ironic that foe 
foreskins of newly circumcised 
boys are being harvested by a 
commercial company and 
processed to provide skin banks 
for replacement surgery (“Sci- 
entists plan market in spare 
body parts”, 8 October), while 
at the same time a growing band 
of unhappy men are seeking to 
restore the foreskins which 
were removed without their 
consent in infancy. 

It has always been a mystery 
why rircumdsion, which, as foe 
medical profession admits, has 
no medical justification, should 
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still be so prevalent. I wonder 
how the unwilling donors will 
feel about it when they are old 
enough to know what has hap- 
pened? Does foe benefit to 
those with foot ulcers justify the 
mutilation of small boys? 

R B WAR BURTON 
Flilwick, Bedfordshire 

People vs parties 

Sin Lynne Armstrong (Letters. 
7 October) writes that the Ger- 
man electoral system, the Ad- 
ditional Member System, “can 
combine proportionality . . . with 
the constituency link”. 

This is very seductive in the- 
ory, but in practice it does not 
work. The regional lists tend to 
dilute the constituency link of 
foe constituency MPs in two 
ways. The constituencies would 
have to be much larger under 
AMS, in Germany often having 
as many as 300,000 voters each. 
Also, many constituency MPs 
are also on a regional list. 
Michael Portillo and (even 
worse) Neil Hamilton could 
have got back into Parliament 
through the back door created 
by the regional lists. It would be- 
come impossible for the elec- 
torate to kick out any MP whom 
the party wanted in Parliament. 

The system which most ef- 
fectively combines proportion- 
ality with foe constituency link 
is the system used in Ireland, the 
Single Transferable Vbie. Con- 
stituents can choose which MP 
in a multi-member constituen- 
cy they prefer to represent 
them. MPs, and candidates 



from the same party are in 
competition with each other for 
foe same votes. In the last four 
Irish general elections, two 
ihirds of foe TDs (MPs) from 
the Fianna Fail party who lost 
their seats lost to other Fianna 
Riil candidates. 

It is very difficult for the par- 
ties to control who gets elect- 
ed, as there are no safe seats. 
The people of Tattoo would not 
even have needed Martin Bell 
to remove Neil Hamilton - he 
would have been defeated by 
ofoer Tbry candidates in the 
same area. 

ALEX MACFTE 
Abergavenny. Gwem 

Lecture by Rowse 

Sir; I am sure there are many 
people with memories of A L 
Rowse (obituary, 6 October, let- 
ter. 9 October). 

My encounter with him oc- 
curred at Fetworth House in the 
early Seventies. My wife and I 
spotted him gazing earnestly at 
a Fuseli painting. Being a fellow 
Comishman, I introduced ray- 
self. He launched (I swear I saw 
a bow wave) into a very loud and 
lengthy lecture on foe wonders 
of Fuseli, interspersed with 
naughty snippets about Lord 
Egremont. 

Within five minutes foe fair ■ 
ly crowded room was empliec; 
even my wife disloyally snuck 
off. I was left stranded with him 
for a whole hour. I still have not 
quite recovered. 

PETER DRYDEN 
Brighton, East Sussex 
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LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


Last week in this space I 
asked for thoughts about the 
changing news agenda — foe 
extent to which “new” news 
about science, culture, health, 
the environment and so on, 
deserved to elbow its way to 
foe level of “old” news, of foe 
politics-plus-diplomacy sort 

The letters back were gener- 
ally subtle and thoughtful. 

Janey Huber, a former 
eye surgeon from Cambridge, 
wrote in favour of the new 
agenda: “There was a time 
when I read newspapers and 
saw only photographs of mid- 
dle-aged white men. read 
only articles written by mid- 
dle-aged white men, about foe 
power straggles of middle- 
aged men, white and other- 
wise.” There is a gender 
question here, she argues; 
“Traditional news is masculine 
and about men in power. The 
kind of news 1 want to read 
is about things that affect 
me: the survival of tbe plan- 
et. women’s success or failure 
in Equal Opportunities cases, 
the things I should feed my 
children, what’s going on in 
Europe, what will hit us next 
from the US.” 

Another reader, Clare 
Pro lit from London, agreed - 
“I’d like to support your idea 
that environmental and wider 
social issues are just as much 
news as foe sleeping mum- 
blings in the House of Lords. 
In many ways, these less 
‘hard’ items are proto-news." 

Dr Tony Daniels from 
Cleveland, while applauding 
the “clean new layout" of foe 
paper, suggested that we are 
becoming less a newspaper 
than “a daily news maga- 
zine" and adds: “You are 
heavily biased to the arts, 
fashion and foe south-east of 
England in your ‘news' cov- 
erage. Science and technolo- 
gy rarely get a look-in." 

Weil, we are upping foe 
science coverage - today’s 
page three being an example 
- but the “magazine" criticism 
came from other readers too. 
Colin Parker from Tewks- 


bury, for example, said he re- 
garded foe news items as be- 
ing “too ‘magazmey’, if I can 
invent such a word ... I get foe 
impression that some stories 
are saved for a day when a 
page can be filled with stories 
that loosely come under the. 
same heading.” Quite a ftC, 
of you agree with Mr Parker 
and Dr Daniels. 

Another London reader, 
Nicholas Maxwell, put the 
opposing view. “By present- 
ing foe information foe way 
you have chosen, you break 
down an unhelpful, and pos- 
sibly unreal, division between 
hard and soft stories. The 
grouping of pieces “gives me 
wbat I need to make the links 
between different but related 
stories and makes me think 
more about foe pieces rather 
than just reading them and 
passing on.” (/ 

That, of course, is exadL.. 
tbe intention of foe new pa- 
per, even if we don’t always 
succeed. The editorial and 
commercial dile mma is how 
to balance the traditional 
agenda with a grouping and 
choice of stories that tease out 
the new agenda while not los- 
ing too many readers on foe 
way. If there is a pattern, it is 
that the offended readers 
tend to be older and the en- 
thusiasts younger. E-mails, 
interestingly, are ru nnin g 
more heavily “pro" than 
handwritten letters. . 

When The Guardian rt,-, 
launched in 1988, it man- 
aged to lose 100,000 sales in 
a year. Amiable tho ugh our 
sbare holders are, I rather i 
suspect that I would not be 
permitted to do quite that 
badly - and so far (phew), 
sales are well above, not be- 
low, our base figures before 
the new paper. But it -fa of 
course easier to lose readers 
than to win new ones, parties 
ularty since we don’t-, have 
sugar-daddy money. So if you 
are enjoying foe paper, tell a 
friend! 

Andrew /Vlcj^r 
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I'm going to reinvigorate this party and I'm not going to be 
derailed from it by criticism from armchair generals - 
William Hague, Conservative leader 

Whatever happened to serious political thought? Surely it is 
not confined to old fogeys and matrons in sensible shoes - 
Lord Tebbit, Conservative peer 

The Tory Parliamentary Party had a collective nervous 

breakdown. There is no other way of describing it-Kenneth 
Clarke, ex-chancellor, explaining defeat “ ' 

I couldn’t cope with foe fans any more. I felt that their adu- j 

lation was misplaced. They were spending money oh expen- 
sive performances when they should have been buying j 
clothes for their backs. It made me uneasy — Dame Joan 
Sutherland, operatic singer 

Step by step Unionists are being conditioned to become a j 
customed to “Irishness" rather than “Britishness" to prepare : ' I 
them for their intended destination - Peter Robinson, deputy I 

leader of the Democratic Unionist Parly j 

Half of me is impulsive, half of me is analytical. Part of me 
is evil, part of me is good. It is a straggle every day. Maybe ■' 
il * just me - Michael Douglas, actor 
E”£*ry Government gets unpopular. When they turn on Tbny 
.'"air it will be unbelievably vicious. People wfll'be sbddred 
‘-I J ferocity of rt - Ken Livingstone, Labour MP ‘ V.' 
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How had they put up with the 
ancien regime so long? 



DAVID 

aaronovitch 

A TORY CONVERSION 


For 80 years of courtship and marriage 
John Marshall of East Kilbride believed 
that his wife, Ina, was the same age as he 
was. Now, 80 years is a long time to believe 
anything; most of us simply do not get the 
opportunity. So it can be imagined how 
bemused the 98-year-o)d Mr Marshall was, 
when - on opening birthday cards recently 
for his 98-year-old wife — he came across a 
telegram from HM the Queen, 
congratulating Mrs Marshall on reaching 
her centenary. 

Mrs Marshall was phlegmatic. During 
the First World Whr, when the Marshalls 
were engaged, it had not really been the 
thing for a wife to be older than her 
husband. So the young Ina had adjusted 
the figures. But time and fashion had 
moved on, allowing Mis Marshall to 
comment that “it doesn't really matter 
much now, does it?” John simply said that 
it was a little bard to take in. 

1 bet it was. And there are many who 
were here in Blackpool this week who 
know how John feels. On Thursday evening 
it .was Michael Portillo who played the role 
of Queen’s telegram. He stood up in the 
ornate Opera House in the Winter 
Gardens, and told his astonished audience 
that he was tolerant 

And he wasn't just a weeny bit tolerant, 
either. He was a lot tolerant He was 
tolerant of gays, he was tolerant of single 
mums, be was tolerant of unconventional 
families as long as they loved and cherished 
their kids. And he cared too. He just 
couldn't work out bow it had got around 
that he hadn't cared. It mystified him, given 
all the things that he and his colleagues had 
done. But the bottom line was that he did 
care. 

His audience might have told him how 
this strange impression had been created. 
They recalled with great clarity Mr Lflley’s 
assault on ladies who had chfldreo with 
men to whom they were not married. And 
what about all those speeches excoriating 
scroungers, “bogus” asylum seekers, or how 
the welfare state had sapped enterprise, or 
how it -was better for the wealthy to decide 
themselves how to dispose of their riches. 


rather than be forced to pay it in taxes to 
pay for the caring services? 

Like the Labour Party a decade earlier, 
the suited and grey-haired delegates 
listening to their hero were being asked to 
stand on their political heads. As socialists 
had been required to jettison the 
comforting childhood toys of penal 
taxation, collective ownership and trades 
union power, now Tories were being faced 
off with the consequences of their own 
defeat. 

Sitting there among them I saw many of 
the same variations of response that I had 
witnessed (and indeed, shared) when 
Labour was called upon to change. First 
there were the (few) people that had really 
believed in tolerance and caring all along; 
gay lories and folk like that. The mystciy 
with them was how they had put up with 
the ancien regime for so long. Then there 
were those who had bad no very strong 
conviction, probably having been relaxed 
themselves in private, who seemed relieved 
to see the intolerant past go. Both groups 
applauded. 

On the other side were men and women 
who were openly disgusted by Portillo's 
words, and felt their most cherished beliefs 
to be under assault from one they always 
considered to be their standard-bearer. 
They shifted angrily in their seals and 
muttered their dissent Slightly less angry 
were a group who felt very uncomfortable, 
but thought that if Pbrtillo said it, then at 
the least it was worth considering. 

But my favourites - at least one-third of 
the hall - were those who had vehemently 
expressed the old, authoritarian view, but - 
afforded a sudden glimpse of a different 
attractive world - jumped instantly and 
effortlessly from believing X to strongly 
endorsing the need for Y. 

Mr Portillo, of course, knew what he 
was talking about Hie juggernaut of social 
and economic change had run over some of 
the Tories’ favourite doctrines, and change 
was a necessity. But, as ever, change had to 
be consistent with principle; only Labour 
changes because of a desire to court 
popularity. So hardly had the crowd drifted 
out of the Opera House before strenuous 
efforts were being made to reconcile the 
old (pools and scroungers) with the new 
(life choices and caring). - • • 

The best of all came from the peh ofMr 
Peregrine Wbrsthome, writing in the Mail. 
Perhaps, he suggested, toleration of - say - 
■ gay marriage; would civilise homosexual 
culture, and lead to a lessening of gay 
promiscuity. Thus the original end 
(conventional morality) could be better 
served through the changed means. And it 
was not as though he didn’t have a 
respectable role model either. “This is not 
a question,” he went on, “of learning to 
love it. It is one of learning to live with it 
and make the best of it. If the Queen can 
become reconciled, however reluctantly 
and uncertainly to the modern world, who 
am I to lag behind?” 

] have to say that 1 love this process. 
While I am no fan of moral relativism, and 
dislike those who cannot behave property, I 
thoroughly approve of people changing 
their minds. And it is a testimoity to the 
human spirit that we insist that however 
much we change our minds, we remain 
ourselves unchanged. 

Anyway, Mis Marshall usually ends up 
being right when she avers that “it doesn’t 
really matter much now, does it?” 
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Watching her man: Ffion Jenkins at the Tory party conference yesterday 


Photograph; Tom Pilston 


Ffion Jenkins: a model Tory fiancee 


As the Tories struggled lo come 
to terms with their loss last 
week in Blackpool, there was 
one unmitigated good news 
story. 

“I’ve become the man who 
accompanied Ffion Jenkins to 
the Conservative Party con- 
ference,” William Hague 
remarked mock-ruefuliy as the 
photographers jostled for just 
one more shot of his glamorous 
fiancee. V bung, fresh-faced, 
full of vim and relatively photo- 
genic, the opposition leader's 
future wife is just what the 
Tories need at the moment. 
And they have milked her for 
everything she has. 

Well, perhaps not quite 
everything. Bear in mind that 
Mss Jenkins, 29, is an Oxford 
graduate who used to play clar- 
inet with the Nationaf Youth 
Orchestra of Whies and who 
wrote an MJPhil thesis, entire- 
rfy'm Welsh, on the English bard 
■Thomas Gray. Bear in mind 
also that she gave up her job as 
a top-flight civil servant after 
her engagement in March - she 
met Mr Hague when she was 
his private secretary at the 
Welsh Office - and has recently 
become director of operations 
at the Association for Business 
Sponsorship of the Arts. 

Now, though, she stands 
mute beside her man. “There 
are no words from Ffion,” ex- 
plains her friend and press min- 
der for the week, Nickie 
Durbin. Cberie Booth does not 
give interviews, she adds, so nei- 
ther does Ffion. The energies 
of the political wife, it seems, 
must be devoted entirety to the 
twin tasks of looking immacu- 
late and keeping schtmru Every 
word which passes her lips must 
be carefully vetted for the tell- 
tale traces of the “power behind 
the throne” syndrome. 

There is something slightly 
different about Ffion. though, 
lake the scene in the Imperial 


Hold, Blackpool on Tuesday 
evening. Around 8.30pm, the 
foyer filled with an array of long 
lenses and flash guns which 
would have done any Holly- 
wood star proud. 

The reason? They had been 
called upon to record the won- 
der of Ffion's new frock. It has 
to be said that this rather nat- 
ty mini-skirted black lace num- 
ber by Ned Cunningham bad 
been the cause of much spec- 
ulation over a number of days. 
It bad been rumoured - false- 
ly. according to party sources - 
to have cost £2,000. But even 
so, the event did mark a de- 
parture in political spin- 
doctoring. Cberie’s clothes may 
provoke a quite unwarranted 
amount of comment, but at 
least jherminders do not invite 
the press along specifically to 
photograph her latest outfit. 

Ffion, of course, is younger 
than any party leader’s other 
half has ever been. But still the 
occasion was a bizarre one. 
After keeping the - ' photo- 
graphers wailing for 45 minutes, 
die pair appeared on the stairs 
and stood so there so stiffly that 
onlookers would have been 
forgiven for believing that they 
had never met before. Urged on 
by the crowds, they put their 
arms shyly around one anoth- 
er, but a request for Mr Hague 
to kiss his fiancee was greeted 
by the reply. “You’ll have to 
wait until the wedding for that” 

Despite the apparent awk- 
wardness - on one of their ear- 
liest photocalls, she even had to 
guide his arm around her waist 
- the week has been a great suc- 
cess for her. As well as the 
photocall for her dress, she has 
been on show greeting Baron- 
ess Thatcher, visiting a chil- 
dren's play park and attending 
between 40 and 50 receptions 
with Mr Hague. 

But according to Miss 
Durbin, a former Conservative 
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A STAR IS BORN 
IN BLACKPOOL 


press officer and friend of Miss 
Jenkins’ from Cardiff who has 
taken on the job of temporary 
minder along with Sally 
Hendry, wife of the former 
High Peak MP Charles Hendry, 
she is enjoying the role. “Her 
priority is to back her fioned. her 
future husband," she says. ■ < 
“She's a very strong woman. 


She’s a normal person like you 
and me. Six months ago nolxxty 
knew her, and suddenly she got 
engaged to the Secretary of 
State for Wales. The sheer vol- 
ume of interest has been sur- 
prising, but I think she has 
coped admirably." 

Meanwhile, Mr Hague 
seems to have a penchant for 
saying the wrong thing where 
his fiancee is concerned. “I 
like women so much that I've 
even decided to' many one,” be 
told a meeting of Conservative 
women the other night. 

Fortunately the party faith- 
ful are nm shaken by gaffes such 
as this, and they seem to regard 
their leader's engagement as a 
wholly positive development. 
They have taken Ffion to their 
hearts, just as the press have. 
“She has been very touched by 
how people have treated her. 


Year after year, the bitter toll of fathomless deaths 



TREVOR 
g PHILLIPS 

POLICING 
THE POLICE 


If we are going to teadh ch3" 
dren of all backgrounds to 
love the historic culture of the 
British peoples, perhaps we 
need to pay very careful at- 
tention to the bit in the civics 

syllabus that deals with the glo- 
ries of the nation's criminal jus- 
* tice system. In particular, we 
need to work out how to ex- 
plain to our new Britons why 

jt is that the one thing that the 

justice system does not appear 
H to deliver injustice. 

It deals with tots of crimi- 
nals. Some of them are in uni- 
form according to the nation s 
top cop. Sir Paul Condon. It is 
a system of sorts, in that it has 
rales and a framework, ana 
moves people from onepfece 
to another. But justice? TeU 
that to the relatives of the 57 


people who died in police cus- 
tody over the 12 months to 
March 1997, according to 
Home Office figures released 
this week. Of the 29 cases 
where cause of death has been 
determined, 15 died appar- 
ently accidentally, and two by 
suicide. Depressingly, seven 
of those were black, continu- 
ing a trend of unexplained 
and inexplicable, deaths in cus- 
tody that has carried on for 
nearly three decades. 

There are too many uncer- 
tainties here. Why do they 
die? How do they die? And 
how does it come about that 
year after year, there are new 
cases, new campaigns, new 
scandals; yet there is still a real 

chance that someone arrested 
for some small offence this 
weekend can wind up dead by 
Monday morning? 

The tale of Leon Patterson, 
a young London man, stands 
for many. I &st met Patterson 
when he was 17. He was al- 
ready a small-time crook, who 
was serving his second stretch 
in a young offender institution. 

He talked like a pocket 
philosopher, holding forth on 
{he inevitability of someone of 

his background ending up in 
crime, and serving periodic 
stretches at Her Majesty's plea- 
sure- ... 

Our paths did not cross 

again until in 1992. 1 learalthat 
after some years doing exact- . 
ty as he had predicted, he had 


been found dead in a police cell 
in a small northern town, 
naked and foaming at the 
mouth. His blood was daubed 
afl over the walls of the cell and 
his skull was fractured. His fam- 
ily were more or less asked to 
believe that despite having 
spent the night in a police sta- 
tion, he was high on drags; bad 
managed to get rid of his cloth- 
ing and then beaten himself so 
badly that he died of convul- 
sions. And he did it aD so qui- 
etly that no one noticed. His 
sister Stephanie has spent sev- 
eral years at least attempting. 


teenager Stephen Lawrence 
began. The inquiry has already 
made its first effort to break 
through the wall of silence 
that protects the boys’ killers, 
by offering effective immuni- 
ty to anyone who comes for- 
ward with information. These 
are desperate measures, and 
can only really be contemplat- 
ed because the system has so 
dismally failed to deliver any- 
thing lie justice in this case. 
Initial investigations seemed to 
be directed far more at the vic- 
tim than at his most likely as- 
sailants ; later inquiries ran 


*Why do people die in custody? How 
do they die? How does it come about 
that year after year, there are new 
cases, new campaigns, new scandals?’ 


to get an explanation even 
mar ginally more credible than 
this. As far as 1 know she stiQ 
hasn’t had one, and there 
seems little pressure to estab- 
lish the truth. No one said 
Good riddance, but they might 
as well have done, so little ef- 
fort seemed to be made to un- 
cover what acrualty tookpiace. 

Of course, it is not only the 
accused who seem to suffer 
from a justice deficit. This 
week; the inquiry set up by Jack 
Straw into the death of the 


into resistance from the local 
community, who either want- 
ed to protect thekillas, or were 
too scared of them (or their big 
brothers) to tell the truth. 

The Lawrences’ own private 
attempts to force those who 
may know something to speak 
in court were blocked, and 
even the coroner failed to 
move things forward. 1 am 
sure that an inquiry is needed, 
but it is hard to see how it will 
break through the closed cul- 
ture that has frustrated the 


Lawrences at every turn. 

And then there are those 
who languish in jails, despite a 
mountain of evidence that they 
are innocent- I have recount- 
ed the story of Raphael Rowe 
before; he was convicted of as- 
sault and murder in the so- 
called M25 murders nine years 
ago. My doubts about this con- 
viction remain: inconsistent 
statements, dodgy confessions, 
flaky witnesses, and discredit- 
ed forensic evidence all play a 
part. But what is important is 
that in this case as in so many 
others, it is transparently dear 
that something stinks to high 
. heaven. Yet the process of re- 
viewing the case is compli- 
cated, bureaucratic, and 
expensive. And by past ex- 
perience, you stand little 
tihanre of getting at tbe truth. 
You could read into tire; the 
lesson that the courts and po* 
• lice are so good and thorough 
at their work that it b entirety 
understandable that protests 
against their results fafi. Per- 
haps; but if you mention Guild- 
ford, Birmingham, the Thyior 
sistere and so on, this argument 
begins to sound tike the feeble 
rubbish it is. 

So far the new Criminal 
Cases Review Commission 
looks as though it is taking its 
work seriously. Good. But does 
it have the power to investigate 
properly? Can it, as an exam- 
ining magistrate can in France, 
get into a case, order tbe po- 





lice to deliver evidence, requi- 
sition new studies, and follow 
its nose to the real answer? Not 
realty. As I understand it, the 
Co mmiss ion is limited to en- 
suring that the conduct of the 
case was correct. That's not 
enough. Someone needs to be 
able to revist tbe investigations 
and do them again if necessary. 
We need to art before our faith 
in the system fails further. 

One step is obvious, and 
widely supported. Stop the po- 
lice investigating themselves. 
No one believes their findings, 
probably unfairly, it is humiti- 
ating for decent coppers to find 
themselves forever under the 
shadow of suspicion because 
the system devised for check- 
ing their conduct Is faulty. 

Second, we need to throw 
off the historic belief that once 
a court has decided its verdict 
that should be the end of it, un- 
less a higher court decides an- 
other way. New techniques of 
investigation, new insights into 
the h itman mind are constant- 
ly offering us greater certain- 
ty. There must be new ways 
found of allowing deeper, thor- 
oughgoing reviews of the de- 
cisions of courts of all kinds. 
Perhaps it would exert a new 
discipline on all the officers of 
our courts to get it right. None 
of this can bring back tbe 
dead; but we need to bring the 
right people to book, if we are 
going to be a society at ease 
with ourselves. 


€ X 


both the representatives and tbe 
Conservative Party as a whole," 
says Nickie Durbin. 

There had been grumbling 
in some quarters about tbe 
fart that the couple were lo 
share a suite at foe Imperial 
during the conference - Lady 
Thatcher was rumoured to 
have said they should have got 
married first. But the party in 
its new liberal mode does not 
seem worried. In fact, the 
stories helped to quell tbe mal- 
icious speculation that Hague's 
unexpected engagement two 
weeks before the general elec- 
tion was announced might have 
been rather too convenient, or 
even that he was gay. 

As far as the party is con- 
cerned, Ffion is 100 per cent 
positive. “She's young and vital 
and she's just what we need," 
one Tory lady explained. “After 
all, it is 1997.” 

Tbe fact that Ibeir leader's 
partner must remain silent 
does not worry them. Ffion is 
said not lo talk about politics, 
even in private. Even Miss 
Durbin does not know her 
friend's views. “She isn't a 
political animal in the way that 
her husband-to-be is. She is 
here to support her fiance.” 
When it was rumoured that 
Ffion was at odds with Mr 
Hague on the issue of Welsh de- 
volution, he claimed they had 
not even discussed the subject. 

For someone with her back- 
ground, this seems more than 
a little strange. Her father is 
Emyr Jenkins, chief executive 
of the Arts Council of Wales, 
and her older sister. Dr Manon 


Williams, is a key member of 
the Prince of Wales's staff. As 
a sentient member of the up- 
per echelons of Welsh society, 
a former Welsh Office civil 
servant and the fiancee of a for- 
mer Secretary of State for 
Wales, Ms Jenkins might be ex- 
pected to have thought about 
devolution in recent months. 
But even if she does have 
strongly held views on political 
issues, she will be expected to 
keep them to herself in future. 

There may be differences 
between tbe publicising of 
Cherie, the high-flying QC wife 
of the Prime Minister, and 
Ffion, the potentially equalty 
high-flying fiancee of William 
Hague, but together their pack- 
aging represents a new strand 
of political culture. Just as we 
have come to accept that these 
women are likely to lead sep- 
arate lives of their own which 
arc quite unconnected to their 
partners' careers, wc arc 
diminishing their public roles. 

Glenys Kirin ock could con- 
tinue with her own political 
activities, although she was 
sometimes criticised for it. 
Denis Thatcher could make the 
odd crass remark in public and 
swill gin. Ffion Jenkins and 
Cherie Booth, meanwhile, must 
spend a fortune on haute cou- 
ture in which to pose for pic- 
tures with children and animals. 
Heaven forbid that they should 
be allowed to open theii 
mouths. After all. they mighi 
cause a scandal by saying some- 
thing sensible. Let us hope, for 
their sake*, that their men art 
worth iL 



He’S chained up throng) his sensitive nose ami made to waft on rod 
hot plates, whfist the back of Ms legs are Mt ft* time to music. 
OnkiokBrs taunt Mm amt force him to drink been. Why? Because 
they're teaching Mm to 'dance' for tourists who pay to watch his 
ugunlwng watfa. 

The World Society tor the Protection o* Animats (WSPR) rescues 
'dancing bears' and takes them to sanctuaries whew they can be 
free of pain and suffering. But we cant cany out our 6fwevtag 

work without the support of people Rke you- tour gift of Just £10, 
or whatever yon can afford, will help cut the chafers of 
Innocent animals. So please send your donation today. He's 
counting on you. 
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Michael Cummings 


Arthur Stuart Michael 
Cummings, cartoonist: bom 
Leeds I June 1919; OBE 1983; 
married (one step-son); died 
London 9 October 1997. 


“The pen is mightier than the 
sword", a cliche old but true, 
was dusted off by the late 


columnist Jean Rook when she 
did an anniversary interview 
with her fellow Daily Express 
staffer, Michael Cu mmin gs. 
This was some years ago when 
Cum mings was already on the 
way to establishing a record for 
a cartoonist’s spell with a sin- 
gle newspaper. By the time he 
officially retired from Express 


Newspapers in 1990 he had 
worked there for over 40 years, 
and after several more years of 
freelancing for both the Daily 
and the Sunday Express , it 
was not far short of the half- 
centuxy. 

Michael Cummings was 
bora in Leeds in 1919, in the af- 
termath of the Great TCtr. His 
father was AJ. Cummings, a 
political columnist of the peri- 
od who would achieve Fleet 
Street fame as the political ed- 
itor of the old News Chronicle. 
Clearly the seriousness of the 
father was a major influence on 
the growing boy, who chanced 
to have an obvious instinct to- 
ward drawing. 

The young Michael had a 
good education, starting with 
The Hall in Hampstead and 
moving on to Gresham’s School 
in Norfolk. Then he went on to 
art school, studying at the 
Chelsea School of Art for three 
years before he was called up 
into the Royal Air Force. Able 
to make use of his artistic abil- 
ity, the RAF made him a 
Draftsman and he was posted 
to the Air Ministry. Here he 
drew aeroplane parts for the 
duration, and on discharge 
promptly resumed hs arts stud- 
ies at Chelsea. 

Cummings had been aiming 




‘Get out of that ridiculous costume at once, Harold! Where cTyou think you are — in the 20th century or something?*; 2 December 1964, Daily Express 


at a career in political car- 
tooning since his school days, 
and freelanced the odd sketch- 
es here and there. His first suc- 
cess came with the left-wing 
weekly Tribune in 1939, a paper 
that reflected his own political 
leanings. He returned to the 2W- 
bune after the war where the ed- 
itor, Michael Foot, gave him 
steady work as an illustrator for 
the book review page. Now and 
then a political picture would 
get published, and it became in- 


creasingly obvious where Cum- 
mings's future lay. 

In 1948 his father encour- 
aged him to try for a cartoon- 
ing job on the Daily Express. 
where he had heard there was 
a whisper that Giles, the coun- 
try’s leading cartoonist, was 
seeking some relief from the 
day-after-day drive of turning 
out the newspaper’s regular 
editorial cartoon. Lord Beaver- 
brook, the paper’s proprietor 
and a lifelong enthusiast for car- 


toons and cartoonists, spotted 
the young artist’s potential and 
could see that Cummings’ style, 
more serious and more life-like 
than that of Giles, would make 
an interesting contrast if the two 
cartoonists were alternated. 

Unhappily for Cummings, his 
editor did not at first agree, and 
sacked the young man after a 
three month’s trial. However, 
Beaverbrook intervened and 
insisted that the newcomer was 
given another chance. He was. 


and this time won through. 

Cummings and Giles now 
drew three editorial cartoons a 
week each, with Cummings 
getting the extra one in the Sun- 
day Express. The alternation of 
Giles’ comical cartoon family 
up to their "Casey Court” ca- 
pers in very realistic settings, 
with Cummings’ hard-edged 
caricature of political person- 
alities and parties in highly 
imaginative set-ups, worked 
brilliantly, and everyone was 


satisfied from editor and pro- 
prietor down to the reader in 
the bus. 

Despite Cummings' carica- 
tures of everyone from the 
Queen on down, he was ap- 
pointed OBE in 1983, and by 
1989 bad published 5,000 car- 
toons. Many of these were rev 
published in annual album? 
which ran from 1954. The first 
was entitled These Uproarious 
Years. 

- Denis Gifford 


Professor Alexander Lutsko 


Alexander Lutsko, nuclear 
physicist: born Osipovich!, 
BeJorussia 23 January 1941; 
Professor of Nuclear Physics, 
Belarus State University 
1987-90; Rector, International 
Sakharov College of 
Radioecology, Minsk 1990-97; 
married Valeria Mamontova 
(one daughter}; died Sierra 
Nevada, Spain 4 September 
1997. 


As Founder and Rector of the 
International Sakharov Institute 
of Radioecology in Minsk, 
Alexander Lutsko showed great 
compassion to that generation 
of Belarusan children suffering 
from cancerous illnesses 
brought about by nuclear radi- 
ation following the 1986 Cher- 
nobyl disaster. The Sakharov 
Institute focuses upon research 
into ionising radiation and the 


education of specialists in ra- 
diation medicine. This is a field 
which explores the means of 
protection from radiation and 
the development of academic 
courses in biomedical sciences 
linked to nuclear physics. 

Lutsko was the personifica- 
tion of the "scientist as artist”. 
He had a vision of a new inter- 
national system of education 
across the whole former Soviet 
Union, a system which would de- 
velop the individual’s personal- 
ity; the monolithic Soviet 
university education was a lega- 
cy of Marxism be particularly de- 
spised. He was proud to be 
included with Belarusan visual 
and performing artists at the 
1995 Edinburgh Festival. The 
walls of the Sakharov Institute 
are today fortified with the 
works of Belarusan artists. “To 
be an artist,” said Kazimir Male- 


vich, "is to be a scientist” 

Elena Bonner, Andrei 
Sakharov's widow, has provided 
inspiration and support to the in- 
stitute from the day it opened its 
doors in November 1992. Its un- 
likely site is what was a subur- 
ban secondary school in an 
unnoteworthy street Dolgob- 
rodskaya, next to the enormous 
complex of the Minsk Tractor 
Factory billowing chimney 
smoke. The institute came into 
being cm the wave of the new po- 
litical ideas and initiatives sweep- 
ing Belarus when it gained 
independence from the Soviet 
Union in December 1991. 

Lutsko was bora in 1941, in 
a small town 100 kilometres 
south of Minsk. From 1978 to 
1987 he worked at the Institute 
of Biochemistry at the Acade- 
my of S deuces of the Rar East 
in Vladivostok. He was a leader 


in the Soviet Union's scientific 
explorations, voyaging through 
the Sea of Japan, Pacific and In- 
dian Oceans. The dissemination 
ofhis reports -he identified nu- 
clear activity as a result of the 
disposal of Russian submarines 
- caused surprise and unease to 



Lutsko: ‘scientist as artist 1 


Mikhail Gorbachev’s adminis- 
tration in its early years. 

From 1987 to 1990, as Pro- 
fessor of Nuclear Physics at Be- 
larus State University, Lutsko 
headed the university's Iso- 
tope Laboratory. The creation 
of the Sakharov Institute owed 
much to his friendship with his 
university colleague Stanislav 
Shushkevich. Together they 
masterminded the removal of 
all nuclear weapons from Be- 
larus territory. 

The new nation state of Be- 
larus is strategically positioned 
at the heart of the new post- 
Berlin- Wall Europe, bordering 
on Russia, Poland, Lithuania 
and the Ukraine and equal in 
size to Scotland, but with a 
population twice that of Scot- 
land. The two friends worked 
miracles within a short space of 
time; Shushkevich was seen as 


Lhe ideal political leader in his 
role as Speaker at the Belarus 
parliament. In the political up- 
heavals and unrest of the last 
three years he is now a vigorous 
member of the Opposition. 

1 was introduced to Alexan- 
der Lutsko through the work of 
my Kingston University col- 
league Alan Flowers, who was 
attracted to my work as Profes- 
sor of European Cultural Stud- 
ies and my preparedness to link 
the faculties of the arts and the 
sciences. Lutsko participated in 
a special summer school in 1995, 
"Bridging the Gap between Sci- 
ence and Art, and between East- 
ern and Western Europe”, in the 
form of an expedition through 
25 garde nscapes in England and 
Scotland leading to exhibitions 
and symposia in Edinburgh and 
St Andrews. He loved the British 
landscape. 1 shall never forget 


him in reflective mood in the gar- 
den of Combe rmere Abbey in 
Cheshire, or at St Leonard's 
School in St Andrews en mute to 
the Edinburgh Festival. 

Lutsko was fascinated by the 
direct line between creative 
genius and insanity, and it was 
at St Leonard’s, at a Demarco 
European Art Foundation sym- 
posium, that he presented his 
thesis The Theory of Abnor- 
mality, in which he suggested 
ways of narrowing the gap be- 
tween the logical and intuitive 
ways of investigating the nature 
of reality. One of his fellow 
speakers there was Vytautis 
Landsbergis. the first democ- 
ratically elected President of the 
independent state of Lithuania. 

Kingston University has giv- 
en much support to the 
Sakharov Institute, particular- 
ly in the last three years, and a 


programme of academic stud-, 
ies has developed to the mutual 
benefit of both students and 
teachers. Through this alliance 
the British Foreign Office 
“Know-How” Fund has given 
more to the Sakharov Institute 
than any other Belarusan aca- 
demic institute. 

All those who went to 
Alexander Lutsko 's apartment 
in Pushkinskaya will remember 
his extraordinary hospitality in 
his large drawing-room, its 
every inch covered in pho- 
tographs, artefacts, sea shells 
and sculpture, recording his 
love of travel and visual art. He 
regarded everyone he met as a 
potential friend. 

Lutsko died of sudden heart 
failure near the summit of a 
mountain in the Sierra Nevada 
range at a height over 9,000 feet. 

— Richard Demur 


Muqimuddin Farooqi 


Muqimuddin Farooqi, party 
activist: bora Ambetha, 

Uttar Pradesh, India 1920; 
joined Communist Party of 
India (CPI) 1940, member, 
national council 1958, central 
executive 1972, central 
secretariat 1981; married 
Vimla Kapoor (one son); died 
New Delhi 3 September 1997. 


Muqimuddin Farooqi was one of 
the last Indian Communst lead- 
ers. He championed the work- 


ing-class movement for over 
four decades, firmly believing 
that socialism would ultimately 
prevail. Although the disinte- 
gration of the Soviet Union and 
the collapse of Communism in 
Eastern Europe affected him 
deeply, he remained convinced 
that socialism was a workable sci- 
ence and "could not die”. 

As national secretary of the 
Communist Party of India 
(CPI) for 25 years, farooqi was 
respected even by his political 
adversaries for his integrity. 


Soft-spoken and always dressed 
in a white homespun pyjama 
and kurta, or long shirt, he was 
probably the most accessible 
leftist leader in New Delhi, who 
practised his ideology. Living in 
a couple of dingy, airless rooms 
above the party office in the 
heart of the city, eating frugal- 
ly and always willing to help 
anyone in trouble. 

Age did not affect his po- 
litical militancy and his last pub- 
lic speech, minutes before he 
suffered a cardiac arrest, was 


against the venality of the Con- 
gress Party which supports the 
federal 15-party United Front 
coalition government In con- 
temporary Indian politics Fa- 
rooqi was a nostalgic reminder 
that things had not always been 
so rudderless and shorn of 
principle. 

Muqimuddin Farooqi was 
bora in 1920 in Ambetha, a 
small town in Saharanpur dis- 
trict in northern Utlar Pradesh 
state, into a modest Muslim 
household and educated local- 


ly. He moved to the prestigious 
St Stephen’s College in Delhi 
for his Master's degree, became 
college president, and joined 
the Communist Party of India, 
then fighting Lhe colonial gov- 
ernment for independence. 

In 1940 he was expelled for 
successfully organising a uni- 
versity strike against the arrest 
of JawahartaJ Nehru, then a 
Congress party leader, and lat- 
er free India's first prime min- 
ister. The British university 
vice-chancellor forfeited his 


MA degree which, much to Fa- 
rooqi's delight was restored to 
him at a special convocation 49 
years later in 1989. 

Thereafter, Farooqi became 
the first general secretary of the 
All India Student’s Federation 
and was jailed three times by the 
colonial government for partic- 
ipating in the Quit India move- 
ment launched against the 
British by Mahatma Gandhi in 
1942. In 1964. however, Fa- 
rooqi opted to remain with 
the “progressive bourgeoisie” 


group, opposing the radical 
Marxists who split the CPI to 
form the Communist Party of In- 
dia (Marxist), the CPM. Soon 
after, he rose to become a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party’s 
central executive, its highest 
decision-making body. And, 
though the CPI joined the fed- 
eral coalition after general elec- 
tions last year Farooqi often 
broke with party discipline, lash- 
ing out at the government for its 
ineptitude and corruption. 

- Kuldip Singh 



Farooqi: to him, socialism 
was a workable science 


AmouncemenCi far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES A DEATH5 (Birdn, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries, 
in Memorivn) should be sent in writ- 
ing to the Gazette Editor, The Inde- 
pendent. I Canada Square, Canary 
Whirl London EH SDL, telephoned 
to 001-293 20(1 (24-hour answering ma- 
chine 0(71-293 2012) or fused to 0171- 
293 2010, and are charged at £6.50 a 
Une (VAT extra). 


Lectures 

today 

National Gallery: Rebecca Drew. 

“Cityscapes {2): Canaletto's Venice”, 
12 noon. 

Victoria and Albert Mnsenm: 
Eleanor Townsend, “The Develop- 
ment of Renaissance Maiolica”. 
2J0pm. 

British Mnsenm: Delia Pemberton, 
" ' Clothe Yourself in Fine Linen’: an- 
cient Egyptian textiles'*, 1.15pm. 
TOMORROW 

Ifcte Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Spiralling Cycles of Subjects and 
Styles”, 3pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Alfred 
Bradley, “TLF. Benson, Creator of the 
Mapp and Lucia Novels", 3pm. 


YAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Princess Royal. Raima. Minchin- 
ipion Centre for lhe Elderly, opens 
cw building at lhe centre. Wind- 
Road, MincfainhaotpitHi. Stroud, 
uceslcrihirc. 

anging of the Guard 

DAIiThc Household Cavaby Motmi- 
Rcgmcnt mounts the Ouix-n’s Life 
ird at Hoi'S* Gawds. 11am. TO- 
iRROW: The Household Cavalry 
umed Regiment mounts the Queen’-* 
Gmrdal Hot* Guards. !0jnv: 1ST 
altkin Scuts Guards mounts the 
x'fl’s Guard, at BnckloRham Palace, 
flam, band provided by the Scots 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Sir Anthony Beaumont- 
Dark, former MR 65; Miss Maria 
Buena tennis player. 5S; The Hon Sir 
Adam Butler, former MP and gov- 
ernment minister. 66; Sir Bobby 
Charlton, footballer, 60; 'Wee Admi- 
ral Sir John Coward, Lieutenant 
Governor of Guernsey, 60; Sir Tim- 
othy Daunt, former ambassador to 
TUricey. 62; Sir Michael Edwardes. 
company chairman, 67; Mr Tbny 
Evans. Head Master, King’s College 
School, Wimbledon, 52; Miss Dawn 
French, actress and comedienne, 40; 
Mr Geoffrey Haslam, insurance com- 
pany director. S3; Sir Denys Hen- 
derson, chairman. The Rank 
Organisation. 65; M r Char les Jones, 
grants administrator, QBT Education 
Services. UK, 63; Vice-Admiral Sir km 
McIntosh, 78; Mr Alan Pttscoe, for- 
mer Olympic hurdler. 50; Lord Pri- 
or. chairman. GEC 70; Mr David 
Rendall, tenor, 49; Mr Jerome Rob- 
bins, choreographer. 79; Miss Maxsha 
Singh MP. 43; Air Marshal Sir 
Michael Stear, 59; Lord Tordoft for- 
mer president of Lhe Liberal Party, 69; 
Mr Thomas Wheare. headmaster of 
Bryanston ScfaooL 53; Mr Richard 
WQson, dvil servant, 55; Mr Tony Wor- 
thington MP, Parliamentary Under- 
secretary. Northern Ireland Office, 56. 

TOMORROW: Professor Juliet 
Cheetham, sociologist 58; Dame 
Elizabeth Chesterton, architect, 82; 
Mr Jams lav Drobny, former tennis 
player, 76; Mr Anthony Figgis, am- 
bassador to Austria, 57; Mr Kenneth 
Griffith, actor, writer and docu- 
mentary film maker, 76; Mr Robert 
Heron, former director. Duke of Ed- 
inburgh s Award Scheme, 70; Mr 
Jonathon Holborow, editor, the Mail 
on Sunday. 54; Mr Magnus Mag- 
nusson, television quizmaster and 
writer, 68; Dr John Moffatt. former 
provost. The Queen’s College. Ox- 
ford, “5; Mr Rick Parfilt, guitar 
player and singer, 49; Vice-Admiral 
Sir John Parker. 82: Mr Luciano 


Pavarotti, operatic tenor. 62; Miss 
Angela Rippon, television presenter. 
53; Mr David Threlfafl. actor. 44; Mr 
Michael Verey, merchant banker. 85; 
Mr Nigel Waterson MP, 47; Sir 
David White, chairman. Nottingham 
Health Authority, 68. 

Anniversaries 

TODAVl: Births: Henry John Heinz, 
food-products magnate 1844; Anna 
Eleanor Roosevelt, writer and lec- 
turer, 1884; Richard Burton {Jenk- 
ins), actor. 1925. Deaths: Sir Thomas 
Wyatt, poet and diplomat. 1542; 
Leonard “Chico'' Man. comedian. 
1961; Jean Cocteau, poet, novelist 
and playwright 1963. On this day: 
the Older of tbe Bath was consti- 
tuted, 1399, the title “Defender of the 
Faith” was conferred on Henry VTU 
by Pope Leo X, 1521: Peter the Great 
became Tsar of Russia, 1669: the 
Apollo 7 spacecraft with a crew of 
three, was launched Tram Cape 
Kennedy. 1968. Today is the Feast 
Day of Si AgQberl, St Alexander 
SaulL St Bruno the Great of 
Cologne, St Canice or Kenneth, St 
Gummarus or Gomaire, Si Mary 
Sole dad and St Neclarius of Con- 
stantinople. Today is also Yom Kip- 
pur (the Day of Atonement). 

TOMORROW: Births: Edward VI, 
King of En gland,. 1537; James Ram- 
say MacDonald, statesman. 1866: 
Ralph Vfeughan Williams, composer. 
1872. Deaths: Piero della Francesca, 
painter, and writer, Elizabeth 
Frv (Gumey), Quaker prison re- 
former, 1845; Robert Stephenson, 
dvil engineer. JSfflS Edith Louisa 
Cavell, nurse, executed tw the Ger- 
mans. 191$. On ttis day: the first 
MonrteMinar our designed by Alec 
bsieoais was produced at Cowley. 

Own, 1948. Tbday fc lhe Feast Day 
of Si Edwin. St Elhclburca of Bark- 
inn Saints Felix and Cyprian. St Mas- 
iJSian of Loreh and St Wilfrid of 
York. 


FAITH & REASON 


Incitements to violence within sacred texts 


Over the past millennium so- 
called Christian societies have 
shamelessly used religion as an 
excuse for violence, claims a 
new book - or is it the other 
way round? John Kennedy 
examines the evidence. 

In his provocative new book, Does Chris- 
tianity Cause War?, David Martin picks 
a fight with the zoologist Richard 
Dawkins, who claims that Christian cer- 
tainty causes wan he insists that such 
infantilism is outdated, along with be- 
lief in Rather Christmas and the tooth 
fairy. Professor Martin is a celebrated 
sociologist of religion, and obviously a 
Christian believer. He dismisses 
Dawkins' views as an example of En- 
lightenment superstition. 

Many Christians will lend to side 
with Dawkins in this Holy War. But the 
evidence is misleading. Consider, for in- 
stance. the First World Wbr memorial 
to tbe Machine Gun Corps at Hyde 
PSrk Corner, ft shows a naked King 
David, whose bottom gleams up Park 
Lane. He displays bis full fronlaiity 
down Constitution Hill. He has a very 
large sword. The inscription reads 
“Saul has slain his thousands, hut 
David has slain his tens of thousands”. 


This piece of vainglorious stupidity 
mocks God and maligns the dead. But 
ii is not specially Christian, although 
thieved from our sacred texts. And 
therein lies lhe problem. Most human 
governance is ruthlessly tyrannical, 
and conscripts everything in aid of its 
projects - especially the sacred. Mar- 
tin handles this contradiction bril- 
liantly - the zesl with which rulers 
manage and deploy violence, including 
the Saviour who died by it. 

But Martin raLher avoids the in- 
citements to violence that He within 
those sacred texts, not least the geno- 
ddal conflicts of David’s time. He also 
understates one central problem of 
Christianity: the claim that its univer- 
sally relevant truth is the properly of 
an exclusive group, the Saved. 

Give those keys to the ruler of any 
worldly kingdom, and justified mayhem 
is inevitable. But it is remarkable that 
such purely religious strife arose main- 
ly in the first half of the second Chris- 
tian Millennium. Here Martin is surely 
right - but he does let the Crusaders 
off lightly. Although it Is true that they 
were mainly Gothic thugs from North- 
ern Europe, they were clearly cheered 
on by Bernard of Clairvaux and Cather- 
ine of Sicnu. He is. however, right to 
exclude the 150 years of allegedly reli- 
gious wars in Europe from ISlJU; this 



was essentially a Catholic dvil war be- 
tween Spain and France, driven by na- 
tional rather than religious identity. 

Martin explores the growing diver- 
sity of relations between church and so- 
ciety in the following centuries. That 
Catholic family quarrel war left Chris- 
tendom in ruins and a new Protestant 
ascendancy in Britain and North Amer- 
ica. These societies retained a shame- 
less capacity for self-justifying violence, 
in the British Empire and on the Amer- 
ican Frontier. Bui their churches began 
to peel apart from the body politic, and 
helped to make that body less tyranni- 
cal They begin to govern by consent 
rather than by assertion of divine righL 
Communities are given the freedom to 
choose, and tend to choose peace. The 
pattern spreads more widely, liberal 
democracies do not make war upon one 
another, and induce others to do so only 
aL the risk of angiv protest. There is a 
Christian root to this, and a Christian 
future, as suggested in the growth of 
peaceable Pentecostalism worldwide. 

Elsewhere, having given up childish 
thmgs. Europe got on with some really 
grown-up ware. Napoleon. Stalin and 
Hiller arc children of the Daw kinsinn En- 
lightcnmenL (hough they may have 
been bom on the wrong side of that blan- 
ket. It seems reasonable to argue that 
Christianity does not cause war in itself. 


and that its restraints have, for most c 
its history, avoided the horrific conflict 
that mar the post-Christendom period 

Martin regrets the inability of th< 
churches to develop some practical wis 
dom from their revealed truths. He i 
specially amused by the antics of tb< 
international Christian bureaucracy 
whose hyper-moralism displays ever 
virtue but that of utility. It’s worse that 
he imagines. The World Council o 
Churches now proclaims that tht 
Churches should renounce all theo 
logical and other justification of the ust 
of military force. In their fanatic zea 
they fail to see that such a new com- 
mandment is totalitarian rather thai 
pacifist - it simply suppresses debate. 

Martin insists that the Christian vo- 
cation in public life is inevitably engaged 
with violence, which sits uneasily witi 
Christian commitment. He the 

complex relations betveeu the experi- 
ence of the sacred, the social nature ol 
religion and the logic of politics. Be 
wants another Reinhold Nfebahr tc 
stimulate us, but in the meantime he 
is not doing badly himself. The jexteen- 
tury will be as religious and confUctoal 
as this - but not. God willing, so terri" 
blc that a zoologist is a better guide than 

an expositor of religion. 

- ‘Faith and Reason * is edited by Itatl 'K&tfy- 
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shares set the pace as takeover hopes grow 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 

STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


Financial shares, which for 
long led Footsie higher on 
technical considerations, are 
once again setting the pace - 
but this time its down to take- 
over hopes. 

Abbey National stole the 
stock market show yesterday. 
Others, like Norwich Union 
and Woolwich, also enjoyed 
the action. 

At one time Abbey was up 
42p; it closed with a 34p gain 
at 954.5p. The first building 
society to turn itself into a bank 
has already had an eventful 
year, holding talks with a num- 
ber of rivals and being linked 
with the likes of National 
Westminster. 

Now it is being suggested 
that Barclays, when it collects 
its BZW cash, could be 
templed into a bid by Abbey's 
huge mortgage book. But the 
suspicion that it could regard 
Abbey as too big to swallow 


drew attention to Woolwich, 
up 3.5p to 317.5p. It is capi- 
talised at £5bn against Abbey's 
£13bn. 

The Abbey advance was 
helped by bullish comment 
from HSBC, ahead of a trad- 
ing statement in the next two 
weeks. 

Norwich Union remained 
firm, gaining another 3-5p to 
351.5pwith NalWcsl Securities 
stHl on the buy tack. 

Other insurance groups 
made headway with specula- 
tion about corporate action 

never far away. GRE gained 7p 
to 325p; General Accident 
19p to l,085Jp and Commer- 
cial Union 9p to 806.5p- 

The feeling activity is near 
also lifted Halifax. 14.5p to 
742p; it is big enough and has 
ihe resources to mount a ma- 
jor strike and insurance is an 
obvious attraction. Lloyds 
TSB, another with insurance 


ambitions, gained 8.5p to 
791 p. 

Northern Rock, the last 
building society to convert 
into a bank, was also engulfed 
in speculation. A bid from a 
long-standing bank - Barclays, 
again, or National WjstminSer 
- was one story. An even 
more bizarre one contem- 
plated a strike from Great Uni- 
versal Stores. Such a deal 
would be the ultimate in the 
current round of bank-retailer 
links. The shares jumped 16-5p 
to a 498p peak. They ended 
their first day’s trading last 
week at 463p. 

The earlier more technical 
financial feast stemmed from 
the rush of demutalisalions, 
forcing tracker funds to adjust 
their portfolios. 

Footsie, in lacklustre trad- 
ing, manage to yawn to a 9.5 
points gain at 5,227.3. Sup- 
porting shares made headway 


with the FTSE SmaUCap in- 
dex reaching a peak. 

Lad broke’s impressive can- 
ter came to an abrupt halt as 
SBC Warburg suggested a 
270p price: it fell 5p to 293p. 

RioTinto, the resources 
giant, added 4p to 974 Jp fol- 
lowing an analysts' trip to 
Nevada but GKN dipped 7p 
(after 35p) to 1396.5p fol- 
lowing Socicle Generate 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 
800- 


700; 


Premier 

Famell 



~-l 


Strauss Turnbull caution. 

Appleyard, which has 
looked vulnerable for some 
time, motored 115p to 7 Sjp 
as Jardine International, the 

Far Eastern group, appeared 
with an 80p-a-share offer pric- 
ing the garage chain at £533m- 
Rediand hardened 175p to 
2575p as takeover rumours 
went the rounds. Last week 
chairman Rupert Agoew con- 
ceded the hard pressed build- 
ing materials group could be 
wide open to a bid. However 
some of the gain could have 
been due to the higher Ger- 
man interest rales, which 
should take some of the prcsr 
sure from Redland’s conti- 
nental operations. 

Premier Famell. the elec- 
trical equipment distributor, 
added 10.5p to 551p ahead of 
Monday’s interim figures. 
Around £74m against £63-8m 
is expected. 


AIIW 

5SS^S^ tssirateg ; c 

Distil- 

its 12 month tow of 

ss- s».* 

-SSSnn-i-^- 

is benefiting 

take over of Henon-Werke, a 
German pneumatic valves 

^NottinghM® Fbrest, the 
latest footban dub to make its 

debut.feaedtosrore.en^at 

at 35p. It and other mining 

shari in the John TeeUng 
stable are thought » have been 
depressed by a forced seller. 


TAKING STOC K 

Cortecs International, the 
biotech group, should move 
its domicile from Australia to 
Britain by late November. 

The switch should help the 
shares. They have suffered 
because some domestic fbnds 
are not allowed to invest in 

overseas stocks. Indeed, 

Cortecs was hit by sudden 
selling by a fund which ac- 
quired the shares in the mis- 
taken belief Cortecs was 
British registered. The move 
to PLC status may also make 
the shares eligible for PEPs. 
The price firmed 2p to 
175.5p. 

Vocatis, a voice recognition 
group, recorded a 12p gain to 

69jp following a £3m con- 
tract with Ericsson. It is its 
fourth deal with the Swedi sh 
group. The shares arrived 
last year at 95p and went to 
123p but, before the Ericsson 
deal, were around their low 
point 
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Davies drafts old guard 
into new City regulator 


The financial services mega- 
regulator, SuperSIB, came a step 
closer yesterday after the 
chairman, Howard Davies, named 
his key deputies. All three are 
currently with regulators. 

Tom Stevenson, Financial Editor 
reports on the creation of the 
new City watchdog. 


The new unified City regulator began to 
take shape yesterday after Howard Davies 
named three managing directors to work 
under him, drawing exclusively on existing 
regulators to fill the posts. 

He also clarified the structure of the en- 
larged financial services watchdog, con- 
firming that the system of regulation by type 
of institution was to be ditched in favour 
of supervising different functions acros s all 
types of business. 

Dubbed SuperSIB by the media and 
known as NewRO internally,, the new 
watchdog will not be named officially un- 
til the end of the month when the new or- 
ganisation will be formally launched and 
its new executives introduced. 

By opting for a fiat management struc- 
ture, with no chief executive, Mr Davies 
found senior positions in the new organi- 
sations for the key figures in the self-reg- 
ulatory organisations that will be replaced 
by SuperSIB. 

He deliberately avoided the creation of 
a chief executive's position in order to main- 
tain the loyalty of senior regulators who 
might otherwise have been unwilling to give 
up their existing fiefdoms for what they per- 
ceived to be smaller jobs. 

The only surprise omission from yes- 
terday's line-up was Securities and In- 
vestments Board chief executive Andrew 
Winckler, who leaves SIB at the end of the 
year. Like Colette Bowe, head of the Per- 
sonal Investment Authority, Mr Winckler 
decided against swapping the top job at an 
existing regulator for a second-tier role in 
the enlarged watchdog. 

The three managing directors named 
yesterday are: 

Richard Farrant, head of the Securities 
and Futures Authority, who will chair 
SuperSIB's management committee and be 


directly responsible, as chief operating of- 
ficer, for the regulator's internal operations, 
including human resources and finance. 

Michael Foot, the Bank of England ex- 
ecutive director responsible for banking su- 
pervision, who will bead up a new financial 
supervision function encompassing all 
types of institutions. 

Phillip Thorpe, who has headed die In- 
vestment Management Regulatory Organ- 
isation (Imro). He will lead an authorisation 
and enforcement division and take on re- 
sponsibility for consumer relations. 

Gordon Brown, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. and Eddie George, the Governor 
of the Bank of England, said yesterday they 
planned to make the appointments to the 
SIB board before Royal assent was given 
to the Bank of England Bill, which stripped 
from the Bank its supervisory role. 

Once that bill is passed, expected to be 
in the spring of next year, the SIB board 
will become responsible for all regulation. 
The existing self-regulatory organisations 
will, however, not be officially rolled into 
SuperSIB until a new financial services act 
is passed, which might not be until 2000. 



Top team: (clockwise from top left) 
Howard Davies has appointed Richard 
Farrant, Phillip Thorpe and Michael 
Foot to main roles at NewRO 


Mr Davies said yesterday that two-year 
transition period presented risks, but he 
said it was a better alternative to leaving 
the SROs independent. Wrapping the 
front-line regulators in informally would 
reduce the risk of staff leaving or firms drag- 
ging their feet on enforcement issues be- 
cause they felt they were dealing with a 
lame duck regulator. 

The appointments were being seen 
yesterday as a neat solution to a potentially 
difficult combination of high-profile ap- 
pointments. Observers said Mr Farrant was 
being rewarded for running arguably the 
best-managed SRO, while Mr Thorpe’s ap- 
pointment was viewed as an appropriate 
prize for his deft handling of the Peter 
Young scandal at Morgan Grenfell in 
which he ensured that thousands of in- 
vestors were promptly compensated. 

It is thought that success, together 
with a series of stiff fines for regulatozy 
transgressions, gave the 43-year-old former- 
banister from New Zealand the edge 
over Ms Bowe, whose PIA has struggled 
to enforce adequate redress for the pen- 
sions mis-selling scandal. 

As weD as running the SFA, Mr Farrant, 
52, has experience of banking supervision 
at the Bank of England and as an adviser 
to the Hong Kong Banking Commissioner 
where he handled a succession of crises at 
local banks. 

Mr Foot, 50. has been at the Bank of 
England since 1969 when he joined as an 
economist. His career has included a spell 
as head of the Bank's foreign exchange di- 
vision and as the UK’s representative at the 
IMF in Washington. 

Other appointments announced yes- 
terday included Oliver Page, a deputy di- 
rector at the Bank of England as a director 
of financial supervision. Martin Roberts 
moves from the DTI to become director of 
insurance and friendly society supervision. 

Mr Davies said yesterday: “I now have 
my top team in place. All three bring par- 
ticular strengths. But the key will be for us 
to work together as a team. Wc are frilly 
committed to doing so." 

The creation of the new vertical struc- 
ture replaces the old system in which one 
office oversaw all aspects of regulation for 
a particular type of financial business. Mr 
Davies said the new system had been ar- 
rived at after an internal study backed up 
by outside consultants from McKinsey. 
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John Leach, chief executive of Brent Walker (left), with the Close Brothers Corporate Finance executive, John 
Ueweflyn-Lloyd, who handled the sale of William Hill Photograph: FT 

End of the road for Brent Walker 


Brent Whlker looks certain to be liqui- 
dated following the sale of William Hill, 
its last remaining substantial subsidiary, 
for £700m to Nomura. The disposal 
marks the end of the leisure empire built 
up by former boxer George Walker 
which at one time owned marinas, more 
than 1,000 pubs and the bookmakers, 
which were sold yesterday. 

Completion of the sale will leave 
Brent Wdker with less than £5m of assets 
offset by more than £5 00m of debts owed 
to a consortium of banks, most of whicb 
have written off the bad loans. There will 


be no return for shareholders and its shares 
will be delisted at the end of the month. 

Nomura's acquisition of WDliam Hill's 
1.500 betting offices makes it the second- 
largest bookmaker in Britain after Lad- 
broke. It is understood to have outbid 
rival Bass, which owns the smaller Coral 
chain, as well as a venture capital- 
backed management buyout. The Japan- 
ese takeover is likely to signal the end for 
the incumbent management. 

Guy Hands, head of Nomura's prin- 
cipal finance group, said: “William Hill 
has a great future. We will create a new 


independent force hi British betting 
which will stimulate greater competition 
in the industiy.” 

Nomura has made a series of laige ac- 
quisitions in Britain recently, including 
5,400 pubs to make it the countiy's largest 
pub landlord, a train leasing company and. 
a portfolio of Ministry of Defence hous- 
ing. Its strategy in each case has been to 
use the strong cash flow from the assets 
to back bond issues ahead of a planned 
flotation of the business after between 
three and five years. 

— Tom Stevenson 




US price levels 
give markets 
another fright 


Sheaffer battle heads for US court 


STOCK MARKETS 


For the third day 
running, the financial 
markets got a bit of a 
fright. This time, reports 
Diane Coyle, Economics 
Editor, it was due to 
news of an alarming 
increase in the prices 
charged by US 
manufacturers. 


Wall Street's knee-jerk reaction 
lo the latest economic statistics 
was to mark share and bond 
prices sharply lower. Although 
they later recovered a little, 
there was little comfort for 
those who fear the long-awaited 
stock market “correction” is 
under way. 

The Dow Jones index fell 
nearly 60 points almost as soon 
as it opened, but was only 25 
points down at 8,036.37 by late 
morning. Treasuiy bonds shed 
more than a point. In London 
the FTSE 100 index ended 9.5 
points higher at 5,227.3 after 
falling as much as 31 points 
during the day. 

The 0.5 per cent rise in US 
producer prices last month was 
more than twice as much as an- 
alysts bad expected. Prices have 
stopped failing at an annual rate 
and now look to be heading 
firmly upwards. 

This appeared to put flesh on 
the bones of fears expressed on 
Wednesday by Alan Greenspan, 
the Federal Reserve chairman, 
when he warned of the danger 
of higher inflation due to the 
tight labour market and strong 
demand. 

Higher energy prices helped 
explain the price surge, the 
second monthly increase after 
seven months of decline. But 
the “core” index, excluding en- 
ergy and food, jumped by 0.4 
per cent anyway after a 0. 1 per 
cent rise in August. 

Energy costs rose 1.5 per 
cent last month after a 1.4 per 
cent gain in August- Petrol 


prices were up 2.2 per cent in 
September following a 5.9 per 
cent surge in August. 

There were other special 
factors helping explain the in- 
crease in core prices. Tobacco 
prices jumped 32 per cent be- 
cause manufacturers raised the 
price of a pack of cigarettes by 
seven cents at the start of Sep- 
tember as the industry pre- 
pared for the expected costs of 
settling lawsuits. 

In addition, new car prices 
increased by 1.4 per cent, their 
strongest gain since October 
1991. 

Some economists drew com- 
fort from these one-off effects. 
David Resler, chief economist 
at Nomura Securities in New 
York, said: “There is no dis- 
cernible change in the under- 
lying tame inflation picture.” 

But others said yesterday's 
figures suggested inflation was 
indeed on an upward trend. “It 
is likely lo affect the market's 
perception of the possibility of 
a rate hike," said Christopher 
Low of HSBC Markets. 

This week's succession of 
bad news has clearly left the 
world's stock and bond markets 
on edge. Mr Greenspan's tes- 
timony. sowing seeds of doubt 
about the US economy's 
prospects for inflation-free 
growth, was followed on Thurs- 
day by an unexpected increase 
in German and French interest 
rates. This was seen as a step to- 
wards getting European inter- 
est rates in line ahead of the 
start date for the single currency. 

A senior Bank of England 
official said yesterday that 
preparations in the City of 
London for the start of the sin- 
gle currency were well under 
way. Ian Plenderleith. executive 
director at the Bank, said: “The 
London markets will need to be 
able lo operate in the euro from 
the outset across the full range 
of iheir wholesale activities 
and practical preparations are 
now well advanced to achieve 
that by January 1999." 


The battle for Sheaffer, 
the loss-making 
American pens business, 
could come to a US 
court next week as a UK 
venture capital company 
fights it out with Bic, the 
French giant best known 
for Biros and disposable 
razors. Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports 
on a messy affair. 


Alchemy, the venture capital 
company run by Jon Moulton, 
is hoping to secure an early 
court hearing in New York to 
decide who will win control of 
Sheaffer. one of the world’s 
best-known pen makers. 

A bearing is not scheduled 
until January but Alchemy says 
Sheaffer’s finances are so pre- 


carious that a delay would 
prove damaging to the business. 
It is keen to decide the matter 
so improvements can be made 
in time for the all-important 
Christmas selling season. It is 
pushing for a hearing in the 
Appellant Court in New York 
as soon as possible. 

The court’s decision should 
end a bruising battle between 
Alchemy and Bic, both of whom 
feel they have the right to buy 
Sheaffer. Both are offering 
around $30m for the business. 

Sheaffer certainly needs 
fresh backing. Though a well- 
known name it has been loss- 
making for years and last year 
lost “several million dollars" on 
sales of around £35 m. It has suf- 
fered from lack of product in- 
novation and fierce competition 
from rivals, partk'ularty Gillette, 
the razor company which owns 
the Parker, Watermans and 
Papermale brands. 


MCI to consider bid 
from WorldCom 


The board of MCI, British 
Telecom's US partner, last 
night agreed to further evalu- 
ate the $30bn bid launched hv 
the rival US telecoms group 
WorldCom. 

This is the first time MCI has 
met formally to consider the bid 
since WorldCom stunned Wall 
Street and BT 10 days ago 
with its unsolicited offer which 
topped BF s agreed $23bn bid. 

However, MCI has not set 
a deadline for when it will de- 
cide which bid to recommend 
to shareholders. The World- 
Com offer, which is entirety in 
the form of paper, values MCI 
at $41.5 a share. BTs cash and 
shares offer values MCI at 
around S34 a share. 

MCI has appointed Lehman 
Brothers in New York to advise 
it on the WorldCom offer. It 
was already being advised on 
the BT deal by investment 
bankers from Lazard Freres. 

"They [MCI’s directors] now 


have a second adviser, and they 
will say they would like to be 
more informed,” said Steven Co- 
hen. research director at Kell- 
ner DiLeo, a New York 
arbitrage firm. “MCI is not in a 
position to turn these guys away. 
They accepted a 25 per cent re- 
duction in consideration on be- 
half of their shareholders and 
here comes someone to make 
their shareholders whole.” 

Meanwhile BT and MCI 
announced they had complet- 
ed a strategic link-up with Por- 
tugal Telecom. BT and MCI 
have paid £74m for a 1.5 per 
cent stake in Portugal Telecom. 
The Spanish telecom operator. 
Telefonica, will take a 3.5 per 
cent shareholding. 

Sir lain Vail once, BTs chair- 
man. said the shareholding un- 
derpinned the three-way 
alliance that it announced along 
with MCI and ftirtugal Telecom 
in April. 

- Michael Harrison 


The bid battle dates back to 
last year and focuses on a right 
of refusal which the Sheaffer 
management have to buy the 
company. 

Bic made an approach to 
Gcnifor. the current owners of 
Sheaffer, last year. Genifor is a 
Geneva-based, Luxembourg 
quoted company with Middle 
Eastern backing, which paid 
$135m for Sheaffer lOycaisago. 

The talks later broke down 
and the Sheaffer management, 
led by cx-POrkcr Pen executives 
Owen Jones and Shane Dniu- 
hanty. approached Alchemy for 
funding for a management buy- 
out, Alchemy then approached 
Gcnifor who rc-igniled talks 
with Bic to generate competi- 
tion. Bic later signed an agree- 
menL for around $30m. with the 
acknowledgement that man- 
agement had a right of refusal. 

Though Alchemy later said 
it would exercise that right 


Azlan launches 
£24m rescue issue 


Azlan. the computer distributor, is preparing to relist its shares 
after warning that it will go into receivership unless investors ap- 
prove a £24m rescue rights issue. The company, whose shares were 
suspended at 555p in June pending an investigation in account- 
ing irregularities, is proposing a two-for-one rights issue at 37p 
to pull it back from the brink. Barrie Morgans, who took over as 
chief executive in July, outlined an astonishing catalogue of fail- 
ures by the old management but said the problems had now been 
“cleared out". 

The investigation pointed to "serious failures of management 
and internal financial controls. . . acts of concealment and improper 
behaviour... strains arising from the rapid growth of the business” 
and “disregard of generally accepted accounting principles”. The 
failures led to the resignation of Azian's chairman, chief execu- 
tive and finance director. Nine other employees face disciplinary' 
action and six have been warned. Adjustments following the in- 
vestigation meant the company reported losses in the year to April 
of £14.1 m compared to estimates made less than six months ago 
of £14.8m profits. 

Mr Morgans called the events “really fundamental house- 
keeping errors". He said the company had grown loo quickly: “The 
expansion would have stretched a much bigger company. When 
the internal financial controls fail, they go very quickly. All this 
happened in just six months." 

He said he was surprised by the depth of the problems. How- 
ever he said the problems were limited lo the UK business, just 
one-third of the total, and Akam. the training business bought 
recently, was performing very strongly. 



and match the Bic offer, Bic 
went to court to block it, say- 
ing it was Alchemy that had 
taken up the right of refusal, not 
the management. 

Martin Bolland of Alchemy 
expressed confidence yesterday 
that a hearing would go in its 
favour. "The first hearing went 
overwhelming in our favour, 
then they appealed.” he said 

If Alchemy's management 
buy-out team wins the legal 
fight, it says it will revitalise 
Sheaffer by investing in new 
product development. 

It would be pleasing deal for 
Jon Moulton, who hacked the 
buy-out of Parker Pen from 
Manpower when he was at 
Schroder Ventures. 

Parker Pen's middle man- 
agement team then included 
Mr Jones and Mr Dolnhaniy. 
who are now respectively the 
chief executive an chief finan- 
cial officer of Sheaffer. 
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Robinson’s Granada decides against demerger 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY 
GRANADA HAS 
RULED OUT A 
DEMERGER 


Every year about this time, Granada holds 
a get together of senior executives and ad- 
visers to thrash out corporate strategy for 
the year ahead. The coming session will 
in many respects be on occasion for self 
congratulation, • for the whole group 
seems to be firing on all cylinders right 
now and the potential for improvement 
at Rarte, acquired after an acrimonious 
takeover battle last year, is exceeding 
everyone’s wildest expectations. 

Nothing is ever perfect in business, 
however, and after a spectacular run, the 
share price has been underperforming 
these past six months. In part this is be- 
cause the pace of hotel disposals has been 
much slower than was promised at the rim e 
of the Forte takeover. Some hotels that 
were ear marked for sale, might now be 
kepL 

But it is also to do with a linge ring con- 
cern over where Granada is heading. No- 
body can quarrel with performance, which 
since Gerry Robinson moved into the hot 
seat in the early 1990s. has been spec- 
tacular. Rather it is to do with the shape 
of the company. Granada is essentially a 
conglomerate of three parts - its hotel, 
catering and motorway service station in- 
terests. its TV rental interests, and its glam- 
our TV and media companies. 


Conglomerates are unfashionable these 
days and if the City has been prepared to 
turn a blind eye to the conglomerated na- 
ture of Granada thus far, nothing is for 
ever. 

Focus and consolidate; these arc the 
two great corporate mantras of the age. 
If they were followed at Granada, the 
group would be breaking itself up into at 
least two and possibly three parts. 

So could the October strategy meet- 
ing bring news of a demerger? The 
bankets and lawyers who make money out 
of these things will be disappointed to learn 
this, but there is virtually no possibility of 
it. Executives have studied the argu- 
ments and pressures for it, and conclud- 
ed that no benefit would be derived from 
going down that route. The decision lias 
yet to be taken formally, but effectively 
it has already been ruled out for the fore- 
seeable future. Should shareholders be 
concerned about this disregard for fash- 
ion, or can Mr Robinson justify his odd- 
ball combination of businesses? 

The Granada chairman is so much ad- 
mired and well liked in the City that no- 
body is seriously going to challenge his 
decision. Even so, some fund managers 
will feel uncomfortable with the situation. 
Few believe any longer in the old Han- 


son philosophy, that it is possible to ap- 
ply with success a common set of man- 
agement skills across a range of diverse 
businesses, lb the extent that this worked 
in the past, it was achieved by imposing 
rigid controls and targets across the 
group, pretty much regardless of the 
needs and long term health of its indivklual 
parts. 

In today's more competitive and glob- 
alised markets, this is generally consid- 
ered a crude and wholly inappropriate 
approach. Maintaining competitiveness 
in today’s environment requires managers 
to be highly sensitive to the long term 
needs of their businesses, and to have a 
perfect understanding of the markets in 
which they operate. Plainly a group that 
is run across a range of industries ac- 
cording to a book of numbers cannot hope 
to achieve that. 

Fund managers have also begun to de- 
mand more clarity from companies than 
can ever be achieved in a conglomerate, 
where it is often possible to hide the poor 
performance of one part of the group be- 
hind the buoyant performance of anoth- 
er. If there are decisions to be made about 
which sectors to invest in. it should be the 
fund manager who is making them, not 
the corporate executive, who by and 


large should be sticking to his knitting. 
That’s the general view, in any case. _ 

All of which raiher begs the question 
of why the City was prepared to back 
Granada in its bid for Forte when outya. 
couple of years previously the target had 
been LWT Beyond a TV in every bowl 
bedroom, the two businesses couW hard- 
ly be more unrelated. As it has lost faith, 
then, with the old conglomerates of the 
1980s - Hanson, BTR, BAT Industries - 
the Gty seems only too happy to support 
the creation of another. 

To some extent, this is explained by 
the old adage of what goes round 
comes round. By the time they begun 
the process of breaking themselves up, 
both Hanson and BTR were past their 
sell by date, mature businesses in ma- 
ture industries, some of them so unre- 
lentingly run for cash over Lhe previous 
decade that they were all but dead and 
buried. 

Granada, by contrast, is in two of 
Britain's fastest growing industries, me- 
dia and leisure, and so far it has not been 
possible to fault the way it has run either. 
Forte is aiming into a veritable goldmine, 
while the group’s successful bid for dig- 
ital terrestrial and its continued interest 
in BSkyB is transforming its media in- 


terests into some of the most valuable in 
the country. 

On the “if it ain't broke, why mend it’ 
philosophy alone, then, there is little case 
for demerging Granada. There is also 
plainly a considerable benefit to Grana- 
da in size for the sake of it. Without LWT 
. it would not have been large enough to 
do Forte. Without the critical mass 
Granada now processes in both these in- 
dustries, a whole range of higher risk in- 
vestment and business opportunities 
would be dosed off. Furthermore, it is not 
at all dear that demerger of itself does 
create shareholder value. The perfor- 
mance of Thom EMI has been little short 
of disastrous since TV rental was sepa- 
rated from music. 

Consistency never was Lhe invest- 
ment community's strong point. Eves as 
the old style conglomerate has lost its al- 
lure, there are certain other types of con- 
glomerate, notably media conglomerates 
like Lord Hollick’s United News and Me- 
dia, which have become highly fashion- 
able. A conglomerate like Granada would 
seem to be right on the cusp of the City's 
tolerance level, hut while it continues to 
pfle on value both in media and leisure 
at the present rate of knots, nobody is in 
a position to complain. 


Lenders offer unprecedented 
fixed-rate mortgage deals 


Banks and building 
societies this week 
launched a host of cheap 
fixed-rate mortgage 
deals that could save 
house buyers thousands 
of pounds. Andrew Verity 
{^examines how lenders 
are taking advantage of 
the dramatic fall in fong- 
term interest rates. 


Woolwich yesterday cut the 
interest rate it offerers bor- 
rowers for fixed mortgages 
over five years from 6.99 per 
cent to 6.79 per cent. Nation- 
wide also announced it had cut 
its five-year fixed rates by half 
a percentage point to 6.99 per 
cent. 


The cuts follow a dramatic 
drop in long-term interest rates, 
enabling mortgage providers to 
borrow cheaply and pass on the 
savings to customers. 

Earlier ra the week, Abbey 
National launched an offer of 
6.49 per cent, fixed for five 
years, and cut mortgage 
arrangement fees to £250 from 
£395. Northern Rock re- 
sponded a day later by cutting 
its rates to 6.45 per cent Un- 
til a week ago, very few 
providers offered rates of less ' 
than 7.25 per cent ra five-year 
fixed-rate mortgages.- 

Indusby observers believe 
the latest cuts create an un- 
precedented situation for new 
borrowers where fixed-rate 
mortgages are substantially 
cheaper than those with vari- 
able rates. 

Most variable mortgage 


<1 


How mortgage costs are falling 

Interest charged on fixed rate for five years 


Provider 

New rate 

Old rate 

Change % 

Woolwich 

6.79 

6.99 

02 

Nationwide 

6.99 

7.59 

0.6 

Northern Rock 

6.45 

6.89 

0.44 

Abbey National 

6.49 

6.99 

0.5 

First Mortgage 

6.69 

6.79 

0.1 


rates now hover between 8.25 
and 8.45 per cent But bor- 
rowers can now fix their pay- 
ments at a rate almost two 
percentage points below this. 
With the next move in interest 
rates expected to be up, the gap 
is likely to grow further in the 
short term. 

' Mark Chilton, a mortgage 
expert ax international property 
consultants Savflls, said “There 
is now a stunning differential 
between fixed and variable 
rates which may be unprece- 
dented. Every man. woman 
and child in the country Should 
be looking at this. 1 " 

Mortgage brokers believe 
the deals on offer may be so 
cheap that ousting borrowers . 
as well as new borrowers may 
benefit from taking them up. 
Past experience In other coun- 
tries, such as the US, indicates 
that borrowers benefit from 
switching if fixed rates are 
more than 1.25 points below 
variable rates. 

The rates may only be on 
offer for a short tnne. Mortgage 
providers set in motion the 
cheaper deals at the beginning 
of the week when they could 
borrow long-term money at a 
rate of just 6.6 per cent. Long- 
term interest rates have since 
risen to more than 6.9 per 
cent 


Who will be in EMU? The financial markets 1 view 

The closer other countries gat to the dashed baseline (Germany) 
the mere Ittsfyltwy ante join EMU. 
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TOWARDS EMU: If the Ene moves towards the German base foe it means 
toasters no longer require such a high premium for holding that counftys bonds 
compared to German ones, because they are confident fin currency wont 
devalue against the mark. In other words, ibey Blink (hat country wB tie locked Into 

a single currency with Germany in 10 years’ time. 

AWAY FROM EMU; However, if they think the country won’t be in EMU, that I wi I 
have higher Inflation, and that there is a risk ol a future devaluation against lhe 
mark, then they wiK demand an extra premium for hoMng that country’s bonds, so 
the ItoawB move away from the base. 


When will EMU start? The City Analysts’ View. 

The dependent asked analysts from; 

Mkfcn Europe, Prune Webber, ASH Amro, JP Morgan, Deutsche Morgan Etae/eS 
Salomafl Brothers, GoMmaa Sachs, H&BC James Capel, UBS 
what probdbty they placed on EMU starting on ttme. 

Probability EMU stats on time: 79% (79% last week) 

Probafiflfiy EMU is detayrct 15% (16% last week) 

Prababffity EMU never happens: 6% (5% last weak) 


Rate rise 

boosts 

chances 


The chances of EMU going 
ahead on time have on balance 
improved in the past week, ac- 
cording to our panel of experts, 
although the reaction was not 
unanimous. 

The majority view expressed 
by Julian Jessop at Nflcko Eu- 
rope is that the chances of 
EMU going ahead on time 
have increased because the 
synchronised rise in European 
interest rates on Thursday con- 
firms the increased political 
momentum towards a single 
cunency taking effect on sched- 
ule. Rate rises also improve the 
chances of the leading players 
getting budget deficits below 3 
per cent on time. 

Stephen King at James 
Capel takes a similar view. But 
Robert Lind at ABN Amro is 
concerned about the impact of 
the fall of Mr Prodi's govern- 
ment on the grounds that Italy 
is less likely to go ahead. 

However, the collapse of 
the Italian government could in- 
crease the chance of a techno- 
cratic government being formed 
which could implement the 
budget changes winch political 
parties could find impossible to 
justify to their supporters. 

- Cftfjbnj German 
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Free access to Tradepoint system Jardine buys Appleyard for £53m 


The future of Tradepoint, the elec- 
tronic rival to the London Stock Ex- 
change, looks significantly more 
assured after Royalblue, the UK's 
leading trading software provider, 
said yesterday it would offer free ac- 
cess to Tfadepoint’s order-driven trad- 
ing system along with the London 
Stock Exchange’s system. 

The agreement means traders will 

be able to access both the Ttadepoint 
; and London exchanges from the same 
? dealing screen for no extra charge. It 
should enable Tradepoint to compete 
more effectively when the London ex- 


change switches from its traditional 
market-making system to the electronic 
order-driven format on 20 October. 
Shares in struggling AIM-quoted 
Tradepoint, which was rescued from 
the brink of administration in July by 
an emergency cash injection from 
venture capitalists, jumped 12.4 per 
cent to 136_5p yesterday. 

John Hamer, chief executive of 
Royalblue, said growing customer de- 
mand for Tfadepoint had prompted it 
to develop an interface Unking Trade- 
point into its widely used software 
package, Fidessa. “This gives Trade- 


poktt more shelf space and encourages 
competition, and should mean extra 
volume for us,” said Mr Hamer. 

Royalblue will take a fee from 
Tradepoint on each transaction. Al- 
though Hadepoint offers advantages 
over the London order-driven system, 
principally that it is anonymous and 
potentially cheaper, at present traders 
have to use a separate workstation to 
access Tradepoint. 

The deal with Royalblue should 
make access easier and give Tradepoint 
wider exposure. 

— Sameena Ahmad 


Jardine Internationa] Motors yester- 
day seized control of Appleyard, the 
ailing West Yorkshire motor dealers, 
with a £53m bid. Appleyard's chairman 
and chief executive, Mike Williamson, 
has agreed to accept the deal. 

- The two businesses are roughly 
equal in size and the deal will create 
the biggest single motor dealership in 
the UK with annual sales of fUbn. 

Jardine is paying 80p a share, a pre- 
mium of 21 per cent on the market 
price of Appleyard shares on Thurs- 
day night, but well below the peak of 
92p when Appleyard first emerged as 


a bid target earlier this summer. The 
two businesses were a good fit geo- 
graphically and Appleyard's VW and 
Audi dealerships would fit well with Jar- 
dine's strength in Fords, Jardine's chief 
executive, Ester Whrd, a fanner chief ex- 
ecutive of Rolls-Royce, said yesterday. 

Mr Whrd said that JarcEne would sur- 
render Appleyard’s Scandia lorry fran- 
chise in return for a payment of £75m 
and there would be some adjustments 
in its list of dealerships, but Jardine 
would keep the Minories Vauxhall 
business and the contract hire business. 

- Gifford German 
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Tobacco companies settle 
in first passive smoking case 

Tobacco companies have settled the first passive smoking 
case to be tried in court, it was announced yesterday. The 
tobacco companies, which were being sued by 60,000 US 
based flight attendants for $5bn, agreed to pay legal costs, 
totalling $47m, and to establish a $300m fund to study the 
effects of passive smoking. The flight attendants claimed 
that passive smoking on aeroplanes had caused ailments 
such as heart disease and lung cancer Yesterday's settle- 
ment does not mean the end of the road for the tobacco 
companies. The doss action may be over, but passive smok- 
ers are still free to pursue individual claims in court. 

TV industry further in red 

Imported television programmes such as Friends and Oprah 
took Britain’s film and television industry further into the red 
on the balance of payments last year. The total shortfall of 
£191ra between £948m in receipts and just over £lbn in pay- 
ments made overseas compared with a deficit of £165m in 
1995. British film successes overseas, such as Four Weddings 
and a Funeral, brought in higher earnings from the North Amer- 
ican market The fflm industry enjoyed a balance of payments 
surplus of £91m, compared with a deficit of £!0m in 1995. 

Front-runner for Grosvenor 

The Emir of Qatar, Sbeik Hamed bin Khalifa Al Thani, has 
emerged as a front runner to buy the Grosvenor House Ho- 
tel from Granada. Though a deal is not expected for sev- 
eral weeks it is understood that Granada is negotiating with 
the Sheik and one or two corporate bidders over a deal. 
The hotel, on London's Park Lane, has a book value of 
£302m though Granada is hoping to secure up to £375m. 

Nottingham Forest slides 

Shares in Nottingham Forest, the first division football dub, 
fell from their placing price of 70p to 61p on their first day of 
dealings on the Alternative Investment Market. The float rased 
£26ro for the dub instead of the £35m originally hoped for. 

Ed Wallis 

In yesterday's paper we carried a story headlined “Power- 
Gen succession battle begins as Wallis sel lo depart". The 
headline was incorrect. As the text made clear, Mr Wallis 
has no intention of giving up his position as executive chair- 
man of PowerGen at present and we apologise to him for 
having suggested otherwise. 

Golf operator reports fall 

PGA European Tour Course, the golf course operator hit 
by a profits warning in July, reported a sharp fall in first- 
half profits to £46,000 compared to£1.7m the previous year. 
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Keats had a phrase for it: mists and mellow 
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In HatTield Forest, eLx. Photograph taken with a 55mm macrt lens at UZSOth of a second on f5.6, using BOOasa film stock. To order a print, please telephone 0171-293 2534 


TOMORROW IN THE NEW-LOOK, SEVEN-SECTION 



ON SUNDAY 



‘I had a pleasant, confessional voice when I 
began, and then terrible things happened to me, 
like 50,000 cigarettes Leonard Cohen emerges 
from his Zen retreat to give a rare interview to Tim de Lisle 

Plus 

■ Decriminalise cannabis - the latest important 
developments in our campaign to change the law 


Getting away with it all - why adultery is 
guilt-free for professional women 


Showdown in Rome - the action from England's 
crucial World Cup qualifier against Italy 



IT’S CHANGED ... HAVE YOU? 


* 


THE INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT . 


ON SUNDAY 


Enjoy Sunday lunch at Mezzo for £10 


The Independent and Independent on Sunday are 
giving you the opportunity to enjoy Sunday lunch 
at Mezzo. From just £10 you can enjoy a 2 course 
lunch, or for £1730 a 2 course dinner. Every In- 
dependent diner will also receive a complementary 
glass of Champagne- 


The Independent diner who makes the reservation, 
and all their guests will be able to choose a starter 
and main course, or main course and desert from 
the specially prepared Independent menu. Alter- 
natively, you can have a 3 course lunch for £1330 
or a three course dinner for £2130. The promotion 
is available on any Sunday until November 30th. 


HOW TO BOOK. 


Phone Mezzo Downstairs in advance onQ171 314 
4000 to make your reservation, identifying your- 
self as an Independent diner Pre-booking is es- 
sential and all bookings are subject to availability. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


1. To participate in the offer, simply telephone Mezzo 
Downstairs direct to make your table reservation, identify- 
ing yourself as an Independent diner. You must be at least 
18 years old to participate in the promotion 2. Pre - book- 
ing is essential and all bookings are subject to availability. 
3. Diners will not be entitled to participate in the offer if 
they have not made a prior reservation. 4. The lunch offer 
is valid every Sunday until November 30th at Mezzo 
Downstairs. 5. The offer entitles the Independent diner 
and all members of their booking to a 2 course lunch for 
£10 or a two course dinner for £17.50 against a specially 
prepared menu comprising of 6 starters and 6 main cours- 
es, or a 3 course lunch for £13 JO or 3 course dinner from 
£21 JO against a specially prepared menu comprising 6 
starters, 6 main courses and 6 deserts. The menu may 

change from time to time during the course of the promo- 
tion. 6. The offer entitles each person in the booking to a 
free glass of champagne. 7. The cost of the meal includes 
VAT and excludes other drinks, coffWtea. A discretionary 
service charge of 125" will be added to each fcrilL S. The 
offer is exclusive to Independent readers and this offer 
cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer and is 
non h-ansferable. 9. Mezzo restaurant trading terms and 
conditions apply. Promoter; The Independent, One Cana- 
da Square, Canary Wharf, London. E14 5DL, 


Exclusive book offer 


The Mezzo Cookbook is available to readers of the 
Independent and Independent on Sunday at the 
special price of £20 (rrp £25). 


To receive your book please call 01933 443863 with 
your credit card details, or send a cheque made 
payable to Reed Books to Conran Octopus, 27 ' . 
Sanders Road, Wellingborough, Northants, NN8 
4NL Please quote H299. P«ScP is free and books will 
normally be delivered within 28 days. 


Each reader who buys the Mezzo Cookbook will be 
entered into a prize draw in which winners will re- 
ceive one of four prizes. 


■ Dinner for 4 a t Mezzo, including Champagne on . 
arrival on New Years Eve 

■ Magnum of \feuve Clicquot 

■ Deluxe New Years Hamper 

■ Lunch for ten at Mezzo 


To get the final part of our ex- 
clusive Mezzo Cookbook serial- 
isation - Spice and Sugar see 
tomorrow's 

Independent on Sunday 



» you did not receive your a copy of the Mezzo Cookbook seriaNsadon please sand postcard ra Musing Magazines. PO Bax 40H. London, EM-SBN 1 
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The Crown’s jewels: Fiji’s islands, ranging from tiny coconut atolls to the biggest, VW Leru, at 1 00km across, this month rejoined the Commonwealth 


i Dream 
lands 


The inhabitants of Fiji’s 1 ,000 islands 
once ate visitors from the West; now 
they greet them with open smiles. 
Gina Cawen checks out the reality of 
paradise, while overleaf we take a 
tour of the other specks of land that 
dot the vast Pacific Ocean. 


f had thought Fiji was just an island in the 
South Pacific, with the kind of distant non- 
chalance that sees Thhiii as little more than 
a Gauguin painting on the wall of some 
metropolitan museum. Fiji islands num- 
ber, in fact, about 3 ,000, from tiny, coconut- 
palmed jewels set in the blue, to Viti Levu 
- big Fiji - around 100 kilometres across. 

Geographically, Fiji straddles the 180th 
meridian (as far around the globe from 
Greenwich as you’ll get); anthro- 
pologically, the islands mix Polynesia, 
Melanesia and Micronesia, and aeronaui- 
i rally, they intersect the main American- 
Australian Sight path - providing, for me, 
touchdown on a round-the-world ticket. 

But where, precisely- to go in Fiji? 
There was a daunting smorgasbord of pot- 
ential idylls - enhanced by cowrie necklaces, 
hibiscus blooms behind the ear, mile-wide 
smiles and “buhl!”, the ubiquitous, genuine 
call of welcome. The friendliness of Fijians 
is infectious. 

Odd, this, from a race of warriors once 
famous for cannibalism. But then, as Ibm 
Stoppard once put it, “Certainly a tribe 
which believes it confers honour on its el- 
ders by eating them is going to be viewed 
askance by another which prefers to put 
them in a little bungalow somewhere.” 
Know who you prefer? From the Nadi air-' 
port I shared an old Leyiand bus with some 
modern-day Fiji warriors - a rugby team. 
They dropped me at the turning to Nata- 
dola Beach Hotel. Brad, their coach, in- 
sisted it had the best beach in Fiji, and had 
booked me a room on his mobile. 

So I walked down a dirt track to a glor- 


ious sweep of white sand, empty but for a 
young village boy on a horse, galloping 
wildly bareback. A vmy private resort it was. 
too. with a shaded pool and frogs in the 
garden at night 

The next morning I took an early ride, 
cooled by a light shower of rain which cast 
a perfect rainbow in an arch across the bay. 
There were ultramarine starfish in the shal- 
low waters, and great white cumuli mass- 
ing on the flat, ocean horizon. 

Then I set om to explore the capital. Suva 
is a a appealing, old colonial city (Fiji being 
a British protectorate from 1874 to 1987 - 
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Photograph: Robert Harding 


and having very recently rejoined the Com- 
monwealth). I had been warned by a friend 
that “it psses down” there. It did. I took shel- 
ter in the local market where tables were 
laden with tropical fruits and wahcu, the dried 
roots of the pepper plant so essential to Fi- 
jian culture in the form of kava, a mildly so- 
porific drink that is shared at ceremonial 
times. It was probably drunk as an 
accompaniment to Reverend Thomas Bak- 
er, the missionary who ended up as a can- 
nibal feast 

A touching display in the Fiji museum 
in Suva shows Baker's Bible, next to the fork 
used to eat him and the bowl that served 
him up. Also on display are the remains of 
his boots - with two squashed soles. He had 
such small feet: 1 wonder who ate them. 

Levuka, the one-time capital, is a 12- 
minute flight from Suva over a luminous, 
aquatic palette and down on to a lick in the 
jungle, between volcanic peaks, on the is- 
land of Ovalau. There’s a bumpy, scenic dri- 
ve into town. The waterfront is lined with 
a string of old clapboard buildings, A tuna- 
caimi ng factory, with an ecological blind eye, 
provides the community’s main economy. 

There are myriad churches, including the 
Sacred Heart whose bright green neon cross 
guides ships into the port, and whose bells 
ring the hour twice. Levuka had a rampant 
history that is now reduced to little more 
than a few backwater ripples of gossip. A 
century ago. such was its reputation that 
ships' captains are said to have been able 
to navigate into port following rum bottles 
floating out on the tide. Now there's the fad- 
ed Ovalau Club, a Masonic lodge, a cou- 


ple of- restaurants and a few rather ram- 
shackle hotels, including the Royal. 

This is a masterpiece of unmoderoised 
bedrooms (Somerset Maugham stayed in No 
10), with an empty billiard room and a din- 
ing-room that is always laid up, but has the 
air of never really expecting to serve anyone. 

The place is magical. And the longer 
you stay (1 twice postponed my flight out), 
Lbe more little paradises you discover, such 
as Dcvokula, the dream of Jeremiah Tuku 
TUku, a Fijian of disarming simplicity. 

He returned to his native village (an hour’s 
drive out of Levuka) after working in Van- 
uatu and the Solomon Islands, because he 
had a vision - to create what is now a small 
settlement of beauty, abundance and peace. 
Devokula is a youth project that aims to pre- 
serve traditional Fijian values and 
understanding of the land for future 
generations. Set on a hillside of wDd guava 
trees running down to a black sand beach, 
it is a place where time stands still Here. Je- 
remiah believes, the world will come to rest. 

If you want a straightforward return to Fiji 
Air Not' Zealand charges £1,124 including 
tax ; for travel in October. Discount agents 
such as Trailfinders ( 0171-938 3366 ) offer 
lower fares. A better plan may be to buy a 
return ticket to New Zealand, or a round- 
the-world trip'. Gina Cowen 's high-season cir- 
cumnagh alion cost £1.085. including tax, 
through Trailfbulers. She paid FS200 (£115) 
per night at the Natadola Beach Resort near 
Nadi airport (00 679 721000); at the Roy- 
al Hotel, Levuka, Ovalau (00679440024), 
she paid FS15 (£9) for a single room. 


Arguably the best literary m agaz ine in the world. 


• • The LondonRetrinw of Books offers leading writers 
and thinkers the scope, and the space, to explore 
' the ideas that shape our world. From literature 

to politics, philosophy to poetry and from 
^ society to the Arts, little escapes its 

: : i critical attention. 

Because the magazine offers 
a wide nlatfbrm for 


S uch a wide platform for . 

. debate, it is unlikely you will 

. x- agree with everything you discover in 

’ its pages. The London Review of Boob is 

'■"-•-7 written for people who know that 


finding an argument of value and agreeing 
with it are not necessarily the same thing. 

Whether its contributors use a cold dear eye 
or favour passionate conviction, choose logical 
dissection or quick biting wit, there is one attitude 
foey all share - a commitment to the power of words. 


But don’t take onr word for ft. To receive six free 
issues and engage in the argument (with absolutely 
no obligation to continue to subscribe) simply 
complete and send the coupon. 


RbiiU contributors: 

Alan Barnett iDiaiy) 

Colra TtfiWjl (The sins of carbolic Ireland) 

Jenny Dida (Class, gender and food on the Titanic) 

Qtrisiopher Hitchens (politics as showbiz for ugly people) 
Elaine Shouatter (Feminists accused of sexual harassment) 
Edward InHuiak (Mad, drags and bird-watching in Bolivia] 
Stephen SaHey (Questioning the British constitution)" 

London Review 
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ENGAGING THE MIND 
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TRAVEL 

3/Jumbo city: 
Seattle’s Boeing 
Museum 

5/City break: 
Stockholm 

LEISURE 

12/Canyon abseiling 

SPORT 

Rome showdown: 
Glenn Moore, 

Ian Ridley, 

Guy Hodgson 
and Keith Elliott 
look forward to 
England’s big match 


Six issues free and 15% off 

Please send me six free issues of the London Review of Books and enter my onr year 
subscription of 24 foraiightfy issues at a saving of 15%. I enclose payment now but i 
understand dut if. after sis. issues, I wish to caned my subscription, 1 can do so and 
recerve a full refund. The six issues wig be nine to keep at no cost. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms /Miss 

Address 

Postcode 

Rates: 1 Year (24+6 issues) 

Q UK: £45.90 (save £8.10) Qj Europe £56,10 (save £9.901 
Q Rest of world.- £65. to (save £1 1.50) 

□ I enclose a cheque for made payable to 'LRB Ltd’. 

Q Please charge my MastarCard/Amex/Dmers Club/Visa 

No. □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

Card expiry date 1 

Signature 

* Credit card hotline: (0171) 209 1141 Fax: (0171) 209 1151 

PftSt M: London Kevin, of Kooks, Freepost, WCjgjg. LONDON WCut -EK. EW3LAND. 

(No tramp required if proud in UK.) ES| 

□ Tide ifymi do not wish to recent information on products or services 
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When a Citroen 2CV overtook the Enrostar 
train somewhere near Maidstone, the British 
contingent buried heads in newspapers and 
pretended that a woefully short-sighted 
transport policy was nothing to do with 
them. 

If you have not yet travelled on a Chan- 
nel Tunnel train from Paris to London, this 

is how it goes: Paris to Calais, 186mph all the 

way (that is not a figure you need to re- 
member, the ‘‘train captain” will remind you 
of ft in a tone only one stop short of an out- 
right gloat about French supremacy). Calais 
to Folkestone, circa lOOmph. now that the fire 

damage has been repaired. Folkestone to Lon- 
don - whatever speed Ralltrack will allow it 
to crawl through Maidstone, Otford and 
Penge on lines built 150 years ago. Don’t ex- 
pect anything in three figures. 

Aboard the 637am grande vilesse from 
Gare du Nord to Waterloo, about the only 
kind of vehicle that didn’t overtake us ou the 
British stretch was a milk float. 

This was my first trip on Eurostar, despite 
my living five minutes’ walk from the te rminal 
at Waterloo. In the three years since services 
began, I have always been able to find an air 
fine to Brussels or Paris for less than the cost 
of the train. (Since we pay the full price for 
all travel, this is an important consideration). 
But finally I bit the £119 bullet train. And a 
most pleasant journey it was, too, despite some 
imaginative prices in the buffet; not even British 
Rail dared to charge 80 pence for a packet of 
crisps. But I challenge the received wisdom that 
city-centre-to-dty-centre journeys are faster by 
train than by plane. 

I reckon ft is possible to travel from any 
point in London to any point in Riris or Brus- 
sels more quickly by air than by raH People 
who say “Oh, but Eurostar takes only three 
hours from the middle of London to the 
middle of Paris" conveniently overlook the 
fact that you have to check in for Eurostar 
at least 20 minutes ahead, and that neither 
Waterloo nor Gare du Nord could be de- 
scribed as being the centre of its respective 
capital, except by an over-enthusiastic estate 
agent 

To give Eurostar the benefit of the doubt 
though, let's assume that they are. I still reck- 
on it is possible to get from London Water- 
loo to Paris Gare du Nord by jut, using 
ordinary public transport And to back up the 
claim I’ve put Air Miles where my mouth is, 
and have bought two return tickets to Paris, 
travelling in a couple of weeks’ time. My col- 
league Harriet O’Brien will take the train. She 
has nominated the days and departure times: 
we shall depart simultaneously from the Euro- 
star terminal at Waterloo next Friday after- 
noon. The slowest one to reach the Gare du 
Nord buys dinner. 

Speed isn't everything though, and we shall 
also evaluate the quality of our journeys. So 
each of us has a checklist of things to 
achieve: go for a walk, make a friend and have 
an exotic drink. Trickiest of all, we also have 
to write our accounts of the journey in real 
time. 

The train I caught was about 10 minutes 
late, which in the operator's books makes ft 
on time. One of Eurostar’s advertising boasts 
is punctuality - that six out of seven of its ser- 
vices arrive at the appointed time. But when 
you look more dosely at the statistics, you 
learn that a train is defined as “on lime" if 
it is no more than 15 min utes late. This is the 
same definition of punctuality as used by air- 
lines , but we travellers are not allowed such 
latitude. Try turning up 15 minutes late for 
a plane or train, and see if the reciprocal rea- 
soning works. 




Drops in the ocean 


Think about the land surfaces of 
the globe added together. The 
Pacific Ocean is even b ig ger: it 
also happens to be twice the 
size of the puny Atlantic. Land 
, breaks through the deep, vast 
blue so rarely that these 
freckles seem especially 
precious, but now the Pacific 
Islands are at risk of 
disappearing. As ‘The 
Independent’ reported 
yesterday, if global wanning 
continues at the present rate 
these tiny dots could be 
swamped. Yet for the moment 
they remain idyllic, as Cathy Packe 
discovers while navigating her 
way round a short list of these 
ocean jewels. 

Tahiti 

Largest of the Windward Islands, one 
of the Society Islands, and part of 
French Polynesia. Tahiti is simply the 
best known island in the south Pacific. 
Land of Gauguin and Mutiny on the 
Bounty, it is shaped like a crepe pan with 
a stubby handle, or a flatfish with a 
blobby tail, depending on whether you 
emphasise the French or Polynesian cul- 
ture. It became a French protectorate 
in the middle of the last century', when 
Britain failed to help the formidable 
Queen Pomare. Descendants of the 
royal house still live on Tahiti us ordin- 
ary citizens. 


Once this was the land of dark-eyed 
girls in grass skirts; nowadays the “prim- 
itive simplicity" which first attracted 
Tahiti's adopted son is mainly fouad in 
the Paul Gauguin museum on the 
south-east side of the island. Down here 
is the South Pacific of legend: palm trees, 
blue water, coral reefs. And don’t miss 
the fresh fish on sale by the roadside; 
a beach barbecue beats anything you can 
eat in any of the fancy restaurants.Thc 
capital. Papeete, will appeal if you like 
France. Here the breakfast baguettes are 


Equator 


fresh, and the traffic will make you feel 
you are on the peripherique. But instead 
of Paris-Match, a black pearl makes a 
more authentic souvenir. 

Raratonga 

From the minute your jumbo jet touch- 
es down in Raratonga in the middle of 
the night, you knowyou are in paradise. 
The island's -whole population will be 
there to serenade you with local songs 
and garland you with flowers. This feels 
like the end of the world - which in a 


sense ft is; it’s only just east of the Inter- 
national Date Line, so yesterday goes on 
longer here than anywhere else. 

This is the largest of the Cook Is- 
lands; it is lush, volcanic, with brightly 
coloured birds and an overpowering 
smell of jasmine. A bus will take you 
around the island; if you want to gel into 
the interior, you can walk to a high point 
known as the Needle, which can be a 
nerve-rackiag trip, particularly after 
heavy rain. 

There are plenty of opportunities for 


i • Kiritimaii : J 

T"" - i.__ 


V KIRIBATI 


i h 




« ?, * « . 

1 ■■ t 

! ""FRENCH POLYNESIA ? 


‘ i cook is . i 

, rr *■ 1 ■ t. •* ! 

1 ‘Tahiti . ^ . 


NEW 

CALEDONIA" 


Raratonga 


I s -.! 

* * „ 


AUSTRALIA'! 


PACIFIC OCEAN 


- - . » 
.• J 

*!* . 

- 


** JttEmattoiHlf 

dateline j 


NEW ZEALAND 




1000 miles 


snorkelling and other water sports, but 
if you want to feel like a real Cook Is- In- 
lander, spend a morning at the cultural 
village. Here you will discover 101 uses- . 
for a coconut, from mosquito coDstbfish- . 
ing nets. If you want to see how to.oodk'. 
with it, though, go to the Flametcee;' 
restaurant to eat some of the most de- . 
lidous food in the Pacific. . . . ^ 

Kiribati . - ;t " . 

The local pronunciation, “Knibas", may . ; < 
tell you that this group of islandsrwas - !< 
once known as the Gilberts. This is one . * 
of the remoter parts of the world, com- 
pletely inaccessible from anywhere you- ■ 
might want to start out from. The group - 
totals 35 a tolls and islands, inducting Kir- - 
itimati or Christmas Island. The capital 
is Tarawa, a wishbone-shaped .con-jB, : 
glome ration of coral islands, threaded - 
together on the southern side by a road - 
running along the lagoon. The gaps along 
the northern shore mean that to get from 
one end to the other you mil have to get 
your feet wet. 

This is the ultimate peaceful retreat, \ 
but there is a price to pay for being far - 
from the madding crowd. The simple life ... 
can be primitive- the sun and the mos- 
quitoes are vicious. sanitation is basic, \ 
and if you get ill, don't expect to find a 
well-stocked chemist. 

The variety of fish caught around the . 
islands is magnificent, although supplies r •; 
of other food are limited. Any meal - ”• 
should be washed down with the local^ g" 
toddy - sap from the coconut palm -- 
either drunk as it comes, or boiled and 
fermented for a few days to make it re- ■ r 
assuringly alcoholic. * . 


WEATHER 




m:-. :g] 


:h:s^-'ry. 


The British Isles 


General summary and outlook 

Rain wflj already be in south-west England at 
the start of the day and this will quickly 
sweep east to affect most of England and 
Wales before the day is over. The rain will 
become heavy in many parts before easing 
everywhere during the evening. The bulk of 
northern England will miss the rain as will 
Scotland and Northern Ireland but there may 
be the odd shower in northern Scotland 
although all of these areas will sec some 
decent spells of sunshine. 

It will be a chilly day across the country with 
a brisk west to north-westerly wind making it 
feel even colder. Many parts will be dry and 
sunny to start the day and will continue to 
sec sunny spells throughout. However, there 
wilJ be showers in Scotland and these will be 
locally heavy and prolonged. By the after- 
noon a few showers may also turn up in 
northern England and Northern Ireland with 
the sunshine becoming more limited. 


Europe and yhe world 


Aberdeen C 15 
Anglesey F 15 
Ayr C 14 

Belfast F 13 
Birmingham F if 
Blackpool F 14 
Bournemouth R 16 
Brighton R 15 


59 Bristol 
M Cardiff 
57 Carlisle 
55 Dover 
63 Dublin 
57 Edinburgh 
61 Exeter 
59 Glasgow 


F 15 59 Guernsey C 

C 17 63 Inverness S 

Mi 14 57 Ipswich Stl 

C 18 64 Isles at Scilly C 

C 14 57 Liverpool n.a 

F 15 59 London C 

C 17 63 Manchester C 

3h 15 59 Newcastle F 
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London feJSP" 1 to 7fl9am 

Piiitnt Ai27om to 7-.29am 

BknWein &22ftm to l-St&m 

MaKimsf — fc23pm to 7=30sni 

^^r__S.17pni to 7:30am 

— m*-;**- 

.T7~r fe35«n to 7f47am 


Tomorrow 

6:14pm to 7:21an 

Bristol — &24pm to 7:31am 

Bwnfcttham & 20 pm to 7--29a» 

S;20pm to 732 m 

&15pm to 7 -32am 

fe24pm to 7:44am 

— •— fc33pm to 7:493m 


| Yesterday's Reading; 
I NOs 

j London Good 

I S England Good 

! Wales Good 

j C England Good 

} N England Good 

Scotland Good 

j N Ireland Good 



16 64 ! Oxford F 17 63 

14 57 Plymouth n/a 15 59 

17 53 ! RonaWsway F 14 57 

17 63 Scarborough C 15 59 

15 59 Southampton 5 h IS 64 

18 64 Southend C 19 66 

15 59 Stornoway S 12 54 

15 59 York F 15 W 
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Outlook for Today 
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AA Roadwatch 
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The Sky at Night 


Sun and Moon 


C 


Sun rises 7:17am 
Sunsets 6:16pm 

Moon rises 3:59pm 
Moon sets 12:52am 

Ftlfl Moon: October 16 


Magntude scale. 


4 3 2 1 0 
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Saturn is in the constellation Pisces and can be seen in the ‘ 

south-east during evenings this week. This chart is for Horn BST : 
tonight (11 October) 

As the Cassini/Huygens spacecraft sits e.xpeaantly on its Van 
V/Ccnlaur rocket at Cape Canaveral, ready to be hurtled into 
space next week at the start of a seven-year odyssey, its unsuspecting 
large! - the plane! Saium -stands in full view throughout the night 
Saturn was at opposition yesterday. Its position in space was di- 

rr ally opposile ^ Suns and 't lay due south at midnight 
I G MT). The current distance to Saturn is about 7S0 million miles, 
more than eight limes the distance to the Sun. Saturn will remain 
bright and well-placed for observation for some weeks to come. 
It lies in Pisces, an area of sky devoid of significantly bright slats. 
Saturn rises tonight at 6.20pm BST and sets in the morning at 
MiJam. IL will be due south at I J. 45pm. Beware confosionwith 
Jupiter, which is brighter, lower and further to the west. ' 

Jacqueline Mitton 
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The experts said 
it would never fly 


ft 


With the largest shed in 

B^^° m andadebtth « of 

BftmJs, Boeing^ staff sketched an 

0,000 engineering drawings 
«ter ... and the rest is the sort of 
history that comes to life in 
Seattle’s Museum of Flight. 

Snrmn Cakler reports. 

“These men will not be hindered from accom- 
5^°®!' [' “*"■ ^ die distance which 

r, *° 8°’ e,ther by snow or rain or heat 

nigbt ” When Herodotus wrote 
“»”* «OBC he was referring 
tothe Persian postal system. Nonetheless, the 
w^w’sbiggpst pfcne maker has pinched tbc lines 
to set the tone for its corporate history. 

7 JTL probabl y arrived in Seattle aboard a 
if 1 - homeward bound to the city of its birth, 
u you were lucky enough to secure a window 
«at, you may have noticed an extra runway. 

Busy with executive jets and planes straight off 
the production line, this is the Boeing lest fa- 
cility. Between it and the Pacific stands a big, 
bright building, as clean as a new Jumbo. Re- 
turn your seal to the upright position and stand 
py for the Museum of Flight. (That’s its offic- 
ial name, though eveiyone calls it the Boeing 
Museum. The absence of any reference to Boe- 
ing s main competitor. Airbus, emphasises that 
this is a one-company venue.) 

If any innovation has defined our epoch, it 
is surety air travel Until three years into the 20th 
century, powered flight was a dream. Yet three 
years from the end of the mille nnium , flying has 
become both humdrum and thoroughly liber- 
ator The average British worker needs to labour 
fora mere fortnight to fly dean around the world 
- an achievement which is technologically and 
socially amazing, but which has become so com- 
monplace that airlines are reduced to compet- 
ing against each other on the quality of their 
in-flight films and .the width of their stewardesses' 
smiles. The company that helped bring this about 
is based a handy 10-mmute bus ride from Seat- 
tle's international airport, With the small change 
from selling a few Jumbo jets, Boeing has helped 
to establish the Museum of Flight* 

The American brothers Orville and Wilbur 
Wright may have pioneered powered flight, but 



after their achievement at Kitty Hawk in 1903, 
Europe accelerated in the race for the skies. So 
the first tranche of the museum’s chronology 
is Eurocentric, and reveals secrets such as that 
the Dutch aircraft firm Fokker was first based 
in Schwerin, eastern Germany; it moved to Hol- 
land after the Second World War. 

US civil aviation really took off 70 years ago 
this month, with the first international flight 
by an American airiine. Pan Am took off from 
Key West, Florida, destination Havana. Amid 
the many competing aircraft manufacturers, 
Boeing made its name with the 247, and its first 
manufacturing facility was' right here, in the 
carefully preserved Red Barn. Tbday, it looks 
barely large enough to assemble an Airfixkit 

Regular, reliable transoceanic travel began 
in 1939 with scheduled transatlantic flights. 
However, the two most obvious and glamorous 
destinations, London and Paris, were not on 


the route map. Instead the flight began in Mar- 
seille, hopped down to Lisbon and then 
across to the Azores before reaching New York. 

The first commercial jet flight by a US air- 
line, Pan Am, took place 20 years later, when 
a Boeing 707 flew from New York to Paris. By 
this time Britain’s disastrous first-generation 
Comet had suffered a series of fatigue-related 
crashes. The British retired hurt from the cut- 
ting edge of aviation. 

The fickle nature of air travel was demon- 
strated when, two decades later, that same Boe- 
ing 707 was pressed into service for British 
package tourists travelling with the budget air- 
line Dan-Air. It is rumoured that Pan Am tried 
to buy the 707 back from Dan-Air to put it into 
its own museum. The British charter airline re- 
fused. Both airlines then went busL 

If you have visited the air museum in Dux- 
ford, Cambridgeshire, you will know that crawl- 
ing all over the aircraft is part of the fun. At the 
Museum of Flight, the planes are mostly kept 
at wing's length. Cold War relics such as tbc B- 
52 are fenced off. As on the average flight, the 
intention seems to be to maintain a feel-good, 
no-fear ambience. So the thousands killed in air 
crashes hardly figure, nor do the hundreds of 
thousands massacred in bombing raids. There 
is mention of a Kamikaze plane, but this one 
does not indicate suicidal tendencies when ap- 
plied to air travel. In 1937. the name (which 
translates as “Divine Wind") was applied to a 
Mitsubishi Ki-15, a civilian aircraft that flew 
from Tbkyo to London in 51 hours in 1937. 

The museum is not without humour. It re- 
veals that the first 747 simulators were mount- 
ed on top of a truck to get pilots used to the 
extra height of these revolutionary aircraft The 
most amusing relic is the Aerocar, a Fifties idea 
to make a plane that converts to a car (or vice 
versa). tail and propeller are bolted on 

to what looks strangely like an aeronautic Re- 
nault 5. It does fly, but commercially the con- 
cept never took off. 

Besides the collection of aircraft (and im- 
posters), the Museum of Flight has a livelier 
repertoire of films than any in-flight pro- 
gramme. Many of them are techy, TechniCof- 
or tearjerkers from the pull-focus school of 
dich6s; the strongest suit is devoted to the ex- 
ploration of space. ‘The dream of flight” is a 
triumphalist yet witty look at the space race, 
and touches upon the extraordinary spirit of the 
Sixties, ah era in which almost every scientist 
and engineer appears to chain-smoke. 

Early footage takes you through Sputniks to 
MuttnOcs, as the early Russian space experiments 
using dogswere called by Nasa The Soviet Union 
won the opening heats of the space race, with 
the launch of the first manned space ffijgfatml96L 
T looked and looked, but I couldn’t see God,” 
Yuri Gagarin said when he returned from his 
day trip to space. Scientists working liar Nasa were 
deeply alarm ed. “When we land on the moon, 
well have to go through Russian customs,*’ com- 
mented Wfemher von Braun. Facing headlines 
such as “Reds beat US into space”, President 
Kennedy made his reddess promise to get a man 
on the moon by the end of the decade. 

“We were hraroes because we volunteered to 
take the place of chimpanzees,” observes one 
astronaut wryfy. Tn my book that doesn't make 
me a hero.” The fact that the Apollo XI astro- 
nauts had only seven seconds of fuel in reserve 
when they landed on the moon in 1969 persuades 
you that heroism was as important as oxygen 
fertile space pioneers. • 

Shortly before Neil Armstrong took his small 
step came the first commercial flight of a 747. 
A month after the moon walk, Seattle lad Jizzzi 
Hendrix terrified the Woodstock crowd with 
a particularly angry version of “Purple Haze". 
■It’s not yet the company song at Boeing, the 
aircraft maker based in his home town, but it 
should be- if only for the perfect tag: “’Scuse 
me while I kiss the sky". 

Simon Colder paid £275 for a return flight to 
MorurealonAir Canada, booked through Quest 
Worldwide (0181-546 6000) and reached Seattle 
on a Canadian airpass, £199 from AirPass Sales 
(01737555300). The Museum of Flight (001 206 
764 5720) opens deify; admission $8 (£5), free 
on die first Thursday evening of the month. 



The gamble that shrank the world: since its inaugural flight on 30 September 1969, the Jumbo has smashed its way through the record books to 
become the greatest utilitarian aircraft of all time Photograph Jose Azel/Coplonfid 


i^‘lf a kid has a guitar in his hand, it means he don’t have a gun in his hand’ 

Tr 
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The land south of 
Memphis is at the mercy 

of a mighty river. 

Matthew Brace, continues his 
Mississippi -series with a 
visit to the birthplace of 
the Delta Blues. 

We sat out on Panfly May- 
field's porch in the warm South- 
ern evening: Joel Julian, Johm 
Miss Laura, Fanny and me. On 
a similarly fragrant night 70 
vears ago Tennessee .Williams 
‘sat here- too. He lived just up 
the street antfknew the owners, 
a ad would pop over for dinner 
and inspiradon.- 

This was Qarksdale, 
Mississippi- a small town on 
the Delta. When Southern 
folk talk about the Delta 
ibev don* 1 mean ibe area 

south of New Orleans, where 

the mighty Mtf# ■ 
empties into the Goff of 
w-jsico at die end of its 


2 ^ 00 -mile journey. Rather, 
they refer to a flat pan 
stretching south from 
Memphis, Tfennessee, to the 
Civil War battle site at 
Vicksburg. 

The Delta is the home of 
the Blues, the music that grew 
out of the slave chants in the 
cotton fields and. later 
inspired rock ’n’roli and just 
about every other kind of 
modern music. I'd broken my 
Mississippi journey and 
jumped ship to pay homage 
to the devil's music. 

I met Panny, a journalist, 
at the 20th Delta Blues 
Festival in Greenville. We 
were at the side of the stage, 
sweltering in 99 degrees of 
soupy heat, trying to 
photograph the veteran 
harmonica player Willie 
Foster, who writhed and 
twitched in his wheelchair as 
he blew for the crowd. - She 
insisted I go to Clqiksdale the v 
nexyiay to see the Delta . 


Blues Museum, and stop by - 
her house. 

We' ate beet pasta and 
qkra stew, drank dark beer 
and chatted. Miss Laura 
(Palmy’s daughter) and John - 
(the museum's curator) 
rocked, on the swing seat; Joel 
and Julian (work experience 
interns at the museum) lolled 
in their chairs. John and I 
discussed our beloved river. 
When he is not working at 
the museum, John runs 
wilderness canoe excursions 
for hardy tourists, sleeping 
and eating out on sandbars 

and islands. 

Fbr him, the Mississippi is 
a spiritual thing. “I get a 
■ Reeling of closeness to God 
and rioseness to Nature.” he 
said “It’s always articulating 
new sha pes and forming new 
meanders.” 

. Many older Delta folk 
would rather forget the river’s 
force and unpredictability. In 
1527, before embankments 


were built, the Mississippi . 
flooded spectacularly. Its 
banks burst and the flood- 
water formed an inland ' 
waterway 1,000 miles long 
and 150 miles wide. A million 
people were displaced. So 
great was the dehige, it forced 
the Ohio and Yazoo to flow 
backwards for two days. A 
12ft wave swept up the 
Yazoo, swamping all in its 
path. 

“You must respect the 
river." Those words 
resounded around Mark 
Twain’s head when he was 
training to become a 
riverboat pitot. 

Across town, Evelyn 
Turner was opening up the 
Crossroads Club for a night 
of beer and Blues. This was 
an upmarket juke jointThe 
jnkes were boozy, 
tumbledown shades where up- 
and-coming Bluesmen would 
play for free. Here, as the 
Negro legend went, you could 


sell your eternal soul to the 
devil in return for the ability 
to play faultless Blues guitar. 

But in Evelyn's club the 
jukebox worked if you 
slapped it hard enough; the 
sky-blue walls were only 
partially chipped; the 
clientele was prestigious. 
Perched at the bar was 
Michael James - “Dr Mike" - 
but tonight without his band, 
the Interns. Next to him, in 
black suit and tie, was 
Johnnie Biliington, a 
Bluesraan on a mission. “Mr 
Johnnie”, 61, now dedicates 
himself to teaching Blues 
guitar to young Delta kids. 

We cracked open oiir 
beers and he told me bis 
Blues survival plan. “A black ■ 
child growing up on ibe Delta 
feels down-sided - crushed, 
you knew. Eighty per cent of 
these kids will get in trouble 
before they get to IB. If a kid 
has a guitar in his hand it k 
means he don't bavir ji gun in 


his hand." 

The Delta is a poor, hard 
place to call home. The Blues 
are trendy fbr whites who can 
do what I was doing - cruise 
in, enjoy it, and take away a 
memory to middle-class 
suburbia. For the blacks, it is 
all they have. 

Mr Johnnie knew the 
pressures of tbe Delta, and 
how fragile the life of a young 
black can be. His mission 
began with a few kids who 
would come past his house 
and bear him playing. 
Eventually he got a band 
together and they played a gig 
downtown in CJarksdaie. That 
event grew into the Sunflower 
River Blues Festival, now a 
mainstay of the town's arts 
calendar, and saved those 
kids from an uncertain future. 

The Delta is home to 
numerous graduates from Mr 
Johnnie’s school of life. His 
current band, the 
Midmghters, tour often, > 


cramming into his ageing 
motor-home and trundling off 
all over the state. One of his 
proudest moments was when 
he was doing some music 
workshops at a predominantly 
white school in Jackson* 
Mississippi, and got an offer 
to take a young band to New 
York to perform. 

“The school thought there 
was no way it was going to 
work,” he said. “Imagine it: a 
black man, a Blues player, 
taking four little white Jtids to 
New York Gty for a week. 


Ain't no way their parents are 
going to go for that. But they 
ail did, and we went. We 
broke down a barrier that 
day." 

Mr Johnnie was due on 
stage; I was delaying the jam 
session. Dr Mike, a former 
student of Mr Johnnie’s in his 
garage classroom, pointed 
after his mentor as he walked 
away. "Now he is a real 
Bluesman. Takes bad news 
and makes it good. That's the 
Blues, right there on stage in 
the suit " 
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Clean living 



The 30 architects of Port Sunlight had a go at everything - from Tudor beams to pefabledash . Photog^ph: Craig Easton 


Until fairly recently in Port 
Sunlight, crime was someone 
stealing your roses ... 

Sophie Campbell visits the model 
village buiit for Lord Leverhulme’s 
soap factory workers. 

At night, the industrial sprawl of Ellesmere 
Port on the Wirral Peninsula seems both 
glamorous and demonic Lights in impos- 
sible numbers glitter like some sci-fi city, 
at once focusing and disorientating. Smoke 
pours out of fimnels and factory chimneys 
spout eternal flames. “Home of the Astra," 
shrieks a neon sign, as light catches the masts 
of ships moored at the Ellesmere Port Boat 
Museum and nameless bools and shunting 
sounds carry through the car windows. 

This makes it all 
Lhe more confusing to 
wake up the next day 
and find yourself in 
the cheery toytown 
surroundings of 
nearby Port Sunlight, 
where bricks and 
flagstones, leaded 
lights and porthole 
windows present a 
clean, scrubbed face 
to the world. It may 
be just five miles 
away as the crow 
flies, but it feels like 
a different planet. 

Port Sunlight is the 
village built by Lord Leverbulme in 1888 
to house workers from his soap factory. Il 
was, as its breezy, optimistic name implies, 
considered to be a model village built by 
a model employer, and today it occupies 
the middle ground between living com- 
munity and museum. 

There is usually a show home on display 
somewhere in the village. When I Iasi went 
it was in Grecndaie Road, where Judith 
Smith - representing the local estate agents 
- was doing her knitting and showing peo- 


ple around. “Actually it was sold last week," 
she said. “They'll have to find me another 
one new." She was brought up “on the vil- 
lage". in the days when everybody knew 
everybody because they all worked for Lever 
Brothers. Her father was one of the com- 
pany firemen. “The village police - they were 
paid by Levers - were two retired firemen. 
Mr Ryan and Mr Green. We were petrified 
of them. Kids these days aren't scared of 
real policemen, lei alone pensioners dressed 
up as policemen." 

That explains some of the attraction of 
Port Sunlight, both to tourists and to 
prospective buyers (.the first houses went 
on sale to non-Levers employees in 1 979). 
It creates a convincing illusion of safer, more 
certain days. It still looks like the sort of 
place where children can run around safe- 
ly and where nothing 
stays secret for long. 
If your front door 
warps or a road sign 
is broken, you still 
ring Levers’ manag- 
ing agents lo come 
and sort it ouL Until 
very recently crime in 
Port Sunlight was 
someone vandalising 
your roses, or letting 
your lyres down, and 
"Sunlighters" (the 
villagers) were happy 
to keep it that way. 

In the Heritage 
Centre, among re- 
productions of the famous Pears posters and 
a stern advertisement reading “Why Does 
A Woman Look Old Sooner Than A Man” 
0 never did find out), there were village trail 
leaflets for doing your own guided walk. I 
set off through strangely car-free streets - 
the service alleys behind die houses are wide 
enough for cars to be tucked out of sight - 
through a sampler of suburban architecture. 
The 30 architects employed by Lever- 
hulmc to realise his dream had a go at every- 
thing: Tudor beams, parget ted gables, walls 


of brick, plaster and pebble dash. Every 
street has a different look and some of the 
details - bowed front doors, for example. 
or quaintly shaped windows - are fiendish- 
ly difficult to maintain. 

Strolling past the Gladstone Theatre 
(formerly the men's dining room) and 
Hulmc Hall (formerly the womens dining 
room - and later venue for Ringo's first 
ever appearance with The Beatles). I 
found myself unable to believe how life has 
changed. Whs it truly less than a century 
ago that the male and female soap work- 
ers went to work five minutes apart, so they 
couldn't fraternise on the way. and that girls 
under 16 actually had their partners for the 
annual dance chosen by the village com- 
mittee? Could it really be such a short time 
since Lord Leverhulme's insistence un in- 
door bathrooms, front lawns and allotments 


for every house were seen as radical town 
planning? 

There were also leisure fadiities for the 
900 or so workers that lived here. There 
were bowling greens and gardens, an 
open-air swimming pool a landscaped dell 
for picnics. Port Sunlight even likes to say 
that it has its own Taj MahaL in the form 
of Lady Lever's An Gallery, built in 
memory of Leverhulme's much-loved wife. 
It stands at the end of a long vista of lawns 
and roses and houses an eclectic collection 
of paintings and decorative arts (not to 
mention a very' good restaurant), includ- 
ing the nostalgic Victorian pictures which 
were used to such effect in Lever Broth- 
ers' advertising. 

When King George V and Queen 
Mary laid the foundation stone in 1914 
(they did it by remote control, and a light 


came on saying "STONE WELL AND 
TRULY LAID") they stunned the crowd 
by passing through the harriers. “We have 
come to look at your cottage!” said Lhe 
King, to the owner of No 20, Bolton Road 
“Welcome. Your Majesty!" said the 
stunned inhabitant. There is a plaque there 
to prove it. 

Things have changed a lot since Lever- 
hu line’s death. Village houses seD on the 
open market for up to £80.000 a throw. 
Young Suolighters escape manicured lawns 
and head for naughtier suburbs like Brom- 
borough and the Croft Retail Park, with its 
multiplex cinema, bowling alleys and night- 
dubs. After a day in lhe land of the 
Women’s Helpful League and the Beys' 
Brigade, of 27,000 trees and 10,000 rose 
bushes and row after row of perfect hous- 
es. I felt rather like being naughty myself. 


Then 1 remembered Mr -Green and Mr 
Ryan, and thought .better of it. 

For more information about Port Sunlight, 
contact the Heritage Centre, 95 Greendale 
Road, Port Sunligfa Wirral, Merseyside L62 
4XE (0151 6446466). Opening hourz l Oam- 
4 pm in winter; weekdays only, and at week- 
ends as well from April to Octikvr. 

The Bridge Inn Hotel (0151 6458441) is 
the only B&B in Port Sunlight. Midweek, 
rooms cast £57.50 for a double and between 
£27.50 and £4150 for a single. On Friday, 
Saturday or Sunday nigfits, a double is £46 
and a single £27.50. 

Lady Lever's A rt Gallery (0151 478 
4136) has been recently refurbishecL Entry 
costs £3 for an adult. £1.50 for concessions, 
and includes entry to other Merseyside gal- 
leries for 12 months. 
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TEL- 0171 293 2222 


UK TVavel 


freedom 


Britain, 
& Ireland 

Huge dx*co ai railages, 
•rages. farmhouses and 
ensiles. Ideal For families 
and couples all year round. 
MANY HOLIDAYS 

ONLY £5 DEPOSIT 
BLAKES COTTAGES 

NEW BROOME CUT NOW 
L. quote rods DIB705 A 



VBEW 1998* 
BBOCKDH-OUT MOW* 


/DISCOUNTS FOR 
COUPLES 
/ PETS OO FREE 


• SciM.ltolbimkaiad.Uia).* 

• Dries, North Jerk Mean. Prato, • 
- Wales. EsstihgU, Kb*. Shssu,- 

Dxwukis Darsa, We of WijjL 

• WotCautoy* irebsd - price* * 

• le» dsn CK mated, ferry!!! * 


01756 702200 



English Country 
Cottages 

An nrreivALif o 
choice in England's 
lotclicM jir.li 
Free -I 3b pup! 
colour brochure. 
Ring 

I 04O0) sill I l 

Will LW>'‘ lNHii 


Activity Holidays 



LEARN TO SWIM 

Over 12,000 Successes 

FREEPHONE 

0800 281 372 

For FREE Colour Brochure 



Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILED TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 

01352 780503 

(NR CHESTER) FOR BROCHURE 


WALKING HOLIDAY October 18- 
25. Brecon Beacons. George How 
FBC350L 01432 030063 
ODER & WINE TASTING Weekend 
Oct 17-19 Feathers Hotel. Led- 
bury Cl 96pp. Acorn Activates. Tel 
01432 830083 

ENGLISH WANDERER New Year 
Milking Breaks A Weekends. 
Brochure. 01740653108. 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN'S BEST Se« Drive Mar- 

rowboat HoMey*. widest ehotes. 

Beginners very welcome. T« 

01905726625. 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey; 
Hants. Lux boats. (01258) 
703691. 

OCTOBER SPECIAL otters.. Slow 

down on our mart winning canal 

boats. Shon breaks a specialty 

For Brochure Tbt 10121)4452909. 


Festive Breaks 


CHRISTMAS 
& NEW YEfiR 

GUERNSEY 


□E-LUXE FESTIVE HOLIDAYS 
TO BEAUTIFUL GUERNSEY 

6 Days by a 
bon Gawd S m 

Boonmun m SySfoa 

ZZ.ZlW 

DEPARTS 23 + 28 DECSBER 
- PRICE INCLUDES - 
• Return flights 


Half 

• Gat a Dinner and Dance 

• Entertarwrent Progamrne 
Hotel limme Cl 955 -Essattl 

BOOK NOW 

or ring tor futhar bifarma&on 

0181-980 7244 

Ato aatUe ae 9i Htfsp to Aoau S 

limr Oast Hottp b Span b Ctaaas. 

f 


ACTIVITY CHRISTMAS 4 New Year 
breaks. Acom AcHvtttea. Tel. 
01432 630083. 


Cotswolds 


GREAT VALUE. OuaWy cottages. 
Over ISO in The .Cotswolds. 
01282 456729 IUC1Q2J. 


Seif Catering UK 


GUERNSEY. Charming cosy cot- 
tage. No smoking. Open ell year 
Heating Ind. Tel: 01481 46784. 


Dorset 


BARN CONVERSION. Sleeps 4M. 
both nn-suba. ETB, 4 keys com- 
mended. Stunning countryside, 
peaceful location, near coast. 
Non-smokers please, vacant for 
Christmas. Tel: (01308) 86827a 


Ireland 


LC199 


EMERALD COTTAGES 


MUZMG VALUE - 
7IIGHTFBKY• 

INCLUSIVE POCE 

IFOR NUTTY OP 2 mn BUST) 

Cork. Kerry, Griwny. Maya. Ora. 
limerick. WHcuw. Waterford, 
wnford. Tipperary. Danegd. 
sngo, ofMy > nescanunoa 
hew ms naawBE - out Mm 

k 017S6 
7022*1 

SHAMROCK Cottages, 286 BMecl 
MMduaf cottages In superb 
locations. Disc Fares AJTO. Col 
Bio 01823 681060 
CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL, Con- 
nemara. Co. CJatway. Elegant 
oasis by lhe sea. Tel: 
0035085-31001 Fax: 31077 
IRISH COUNTRY Holidays - the 
premier choice. Over 300 MdtvM- 
ual corteges, farmhouses, hotels. 
River Shannon cruising S gypsy 
caravans a8 lo highest standards. 
Many welcome pels. Cel; 01502 
560 688 (24hrs). 

STEAL AWAY AM) HIDE from the 
world: Cashel House Hold, Con- 
nemara Co. Galway. Free 
twodrt»353053TO0l 


Devon & Cornwall 


LYNDHURST 
HOTEL 
Salcombe, Devon 

Small award winning Hotel 
Close to town centre and National 
Trust coastal walks. All rooms 
en-suite. Colour TV, Car parking. 
Family rooms available. 

3 Nights BB&EM £109.00. 
Telephone to enquire about our 
Autumn break discounts 

01548 842481 


DEVON CONNECTION. Luxury 
Bams. pool. bar. Td 01 548580964 
CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 col 
togas throughout. (01752) 
260711. 

FOWEY/POLRUAN. Charming 
waterside cottages. Superb 
"torn. Central Hading. Dinghies 
available. Pots welcome. 01579 
344887 

-DEVON CONNECTION: Callages. 

boms, houaoa. tel oi 6«8 560 664 
CORNISH WELCOUE COTTAGES. 
Hut all the press now 1996 bosi 
ever colour brochure. Phone 
now" 01756 702201 
GREAT VALUE. OuaHty cottages. 
Over 43Q kt Devon. 01282 455726 
(UC101) 


East Anglia 


AMAZING VALUE fcasl Anglia cot- 
tages. 1SBB colour brochure. Pea 
welcome. T» (01756) 702205. 


Tb advertise in this 
section please 
. telephone’ the 
Travel Team on 
0171-2932222 


A FINE SELECTION o( Cottages on 
both coasts ol Cornwall and on 
5cfly. Brochure Irom Comtah ifcj. 
diOonai Callages. (0990)134907. 
7 day personal swviee 3am-9pm. 

CORNISH COUNTRY MANOR. 
Enc ha nt in g Thmar VOAay. Area ol 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Country lovers retresL Autumn 
brfcs C98 3ntS DBAB. 01B22 
B32442. 

LIZARD PENINSULA. ETB 
approved. Single storey bam 
convarsmeottages sleeping 
28 : in peaceful wooded valley 
close lo visage and sea. Good 
walking country. Pets welcome. 
01326280199. 


TRAVEL: UK 


FAX- 0171 293 2505 


Isle ofWight 


— GOLF £139— 

Luxury breaks 

FREE GOLF ■ EACH DATA NEW COURSE 
AND FREE CAR FERRY 
(2 PERSI WE HOLD UK SUNSHINE RECORD!! 
BESTPOS’N AND VIEWS + BEST FACS 
Great for non-golfing partners - heated 
indoor pool, sauna, solarium, jacuzzi, 
fitness ctr.. squash ct, t. tennis, pool and 
gans, stairs to beach and grass tennis court 
on cliff edge!! SUPERB FOOD , spacious en 
suite rooms with CTV, phones etc. 

2nts £ 139. 3nts £199, 4nts £249 
5nts £309, 6nts £369. 7nts £409 
Prices per person DB&B 

LUCCOMBE HALL HOTEL 

Shanklin. Isle of Wight, 

ETB RAC/AA+* 

Zfefc 01983 862719 NOW 


OCTOBER SPECUL 
3 NIGHTS FROM £89 

Bed. BrealtCttt and rveninj; meal 
Large seafront huU-L 
eaieruunrnenL indoor ponl 
•lacuza. snuru. 

FREE CAR FERRY' 

Sandringham Hotel 

SeafrooL Sandy nn. Isle ofWicht 

Teh 01983 406655 

Ckritlmax/Xnc Yrar Bnicftarv 
. Nov available > 


The Lake District 


HILLTHWAITE HOUSE, Winder- 
mere. Thombarrow Road, over- 
looking lake. All rooms ensuite 
[some with Jocuza battel Saiel 
Uia TV, teamoklng. Sauna. Tyto 
Sioam Room and healed Indoor 
pool solely tor our guests' use. 
2nighte. 5course dinner B&B 
tncLVAT only £99. mights only 
£130. Brochure: 0TS394 43636 

LAKE DISTRICT Wettome Cot- 
tages Hot Ofl the proas new 1998 
best ever colour brodaira. Phone 
now!) 01756 702208 


Norfolk 


SWAFFHAM RAC Z* Fhw Georgian 
House. Own grounds. OH rooms 
en suite with TV. phone. hMrdryor 
etc Bar. restaurant, parking. Set 
market I 4 mUo C26.50pp p.n. 
B+B Lydney House Hotel Freep- 
hone 0600 980 2460 


Northumbria 


SUPERB collages. Northumbria. 
York Dates. Lakes. Peaks. Syfcos 
Cottages 01244 345700. 

www phaj30.uk/syka9 


Pembrokeshire 


ST. DAVIDS, Farmhouse S/C. Sips 
6 . weokfy or daHy rates. Noar 
coast path. Tel 01437 720883. 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
near Ludlow. 3 nigra breaks Irom 
ES0. Colour BracH- 01584 823209 


Suffolk 


CONSTABLE COUNTRY 
16C HOTEL 

Excellent home cooked food, 
fine wines 
and personal sendee. 

THE OLD BULL 
HOTEL 


Telephone 
01787 374120 


East Anglia 


* 


Suffolk Heritage Coast 

W.xKt H:C1 Hold K (.ou wry CiubVuodbriiJ.se 
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Don’t forget 
to mention . 
The Independent 
when replying 
to adverts 




Wales 


555 COTTAGES /FARMHOUSES 
throughout Wades; all Tounst 
Board Graded. Wales Hofidaya - 
01686 625287 

BRECON BEACONS. Over 100 ac 
cottages some sleep upto 30. 
Many lass than £290 per week 
high season. IM 01874 676446 


Scotland 


SCOTLAND’S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot afl Dio press new 
1998 best ever colour brochure. 
Phono nowl! 01756 702213 

EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAT 4 
bed sleeps 8. 2 baths, sw lm m tn q 
pool S private parking, gym & 
sauna. Wlend Fndey-Monday 
£245, Mso some weeks avanbla. 
01085 215314. 

EDINBURGH: Unique lux grd door 
Hal In 17C lower no use. 10 mins 
Princes SLSIps 5/7. Two 
batta.ehjog hre.lge gdn, park- 
ing. Wonderful location all tte 
year. Weeks Irom C180.Tel:0131 
6610948 


Sussex 


SEDLESCOUBE. Brickwall Hotel, 
Bottle. Tudor Manor. Summer 
brfcs. Heat pool ? nights £1 02 pp 
D85B. 3rd nt accom tree, pay £30 
only lor iSiwnr 5 brete dasL RAC 
restaurant award 91-96. 01424 
870253 

SEOLES COMBE. Brickwall Hotel, 
Bafflo. Tudor Manor. Autumn 
brks. Heat pooL 2 nights £l02pp 
B&B 3rd nl accom freeway £30 
only lor dlrmar & breakfast RAC 
restaurant award 91-96. 01424 
87025311 

BEST OF BRK3HTON & SUSSEX 
cottages can otter apt*, cotta, 
houses, close lo soo, (own S 
coimtrysMe. Tel- (01273) 308779. 


wij* BaakenriUe Beauti fiJ Rara J |f 


. .?■ * 

Anna ( ~ s, %. 


Small Georgia a country bold 
ifatri aiiuaicd in the Wye Valley I 
mile Irora Hay-on-Wve. the town 
^ "V -~ of hooks. Near the blacfe mountains 
and Brecon Bcucons NaiionaJ Park. 
Ideal country lor relaxation or play. All outdoor aaivitics 
arranged from walking. 4x4 driving, golfing, fishing, pony 
trekking, etc. 

Autumn Breaks 

3 Day* Dinner. Bed and Breakfast £99.00pp 
5 Days Dinner. Bed und Breakfast EI59.00pp 
7 Days Dinner. Bed and Break fuM £249.00pp 
Super (Me P'lmh- mitim' anJ u complimentary honk of 
hauw u - ine per fin ull h, takings of 5 nights on more. 

Fur bookings and information please telephone 

01497 820670 


Wales 


royal Victoria Hotel 

At the Foot af Snaiodon 
. AA *★*- woowHjghJy commended 
Don't Miss Out on this 
FANTASTIC OFFER 

20% OFF OUR 2 NT GETAWAY BREAK! 
QftdQp. p. Now Only £ 78 . 40 p.p. DBB 

Available throughout Oct/Nov 1997 subject to 
availability. 

For reservations and brochure call 

01286 870253 

quoting the Independent Newspaper. 
Llanberis, Gwvnedd, LL554TY 



PLAS RHIANFA HOLIDAY 
APARTMENTS 

Menai Bridge 
Anglesey LL59 5NS 
Teh 01248 713355 
Fax: 01248 713385 

Em ail: j ill@rhianfahols^o ftncLco. nk 

Plas Rhianfa is a unique. Grade n listed ‘Fairy Tale 
•Ta-sde" cm the banks of Tlie Menai Straits. 
Breuthtaking views overr Snowdonia, beautiful 
gardens with water frontage and tennis court. Stay- 
in one of our delightful apartments including the 
stunning ’Main Suite' for that Special Occasion. All 
inclusive prices. Short break offers starting at just 
i l >5. Children welcome. Please telephone for 
brochure anytime. 

‘A Utile bit of Welsh Heaven * 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


A superb selection of qualitv 
chjrjilrr cotta in Inc 
Pcmbrute=ihir».- Caul M,tUoiul 
Pjrfc. All prupenies, furnished 
to the highest standards, 
nwr*" Iif hir Lulmi btixtnm.' 

01239-881397^ 


555 COTTAGES/FARMHOUSES 
throughout Wales; all Tourist 
Board Graded. Wales Holidays - 
01606 625287 

PEMBROKESHIRE conogs Wa)sr- 
mtry view. Inn nearby. Brochure 
■M (01437) 532495 any dme. 


"Yorkshire & The Dales 


YORKSHIRE, DALES, Moors, 
CoasL Peak 5 Lake Dtatria. Over 
200 ale cottages. I Hus. Brochure 
Holiday Cottages Yorkshire, 
WMer St. Stlpton. BD23 IPB. 
(01756) 700872- 

YORK OVER 25% OFF. Hewwth 
Court Hotel. Brochure 01904 
42S158 

DALES BEAUTIFUL RENNOVATED 
Stone Boms. Sleep 4 lo 17. pets 
welcome, brochure 0800 85430B. 
COTTAGES YORKSHIRE Ind. fak. 

Colour Brochure 01B45 597680. 
SUPERB cottages. Yoriis Dalos. 
Northumbria, Lakes. Peete. 
Sykes Cotlagos 01244 3*5700. 
www.pftaj»jflc/Syfcw 


THE INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT 

ONSDMfiAY 


Fill your holiday cottage, villa or apartment vacancies 



Independent and Independent on Sunday 
readers book Self Cntering holidays. tZTCjJOil of 
our reatfers utayed in a rented villa, flat ur 
cntuige no their holiday lost year! iHji i!un 


For nn(y £ 1J2 a line indushu of VAT (apfvos. 4 words pei 1 lirv?L yro can 
iuhertise ynur hnlirljy hrme und fill thosi? vacancies throughout the jrar. Your 
adwrtisement will appeal- in The Long Weekend sectiori rXTln ImU ivndnil 
no Saturdm - and/or die Tmel Sc Money section of the Sundw puper. 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Monday to Friday between 1000am - 5D0pm. 
or 

e-mail us at travelteam@ independentco.uk 
or 

Fill in and return the coupon below stating the 
wording you require and your payment method. 
Payment can be made by cheque or by 
Access/Visa/A mer lean Express/Diners Card. 

Pttn.ATE ADVERTISERS ONLY.TWO PROPEKTIES OR LESS) 


in»crti»n f»til«: 

CUuNification: 

I ewlnw a cMui- Cw 1 maik* payable to 

a bra.- jilt iu-4*rlM<ti, if huh Saturday & 
SuraLiy an- toil) Newspaper Tuhlhhing Pic 
untebiimy 

.AtfCfcW.'Viftl Anic.vnini.T.'. iiirnimt hy £ 

Dll'll No: 

SUiCL Hiib.-: F.vpirv Dab- 

Ynur Urlails: 

Nome 




Trl N«: th* 

Stgnalurv:. 


.K’«-ning., 


Fill in and send In: The Tnncl Tb™, CtaWkd Ad^rtbinf. I™fep OT * nl . ^ 

ijguare, Canary 'VharC London EH 5DL. or e-mail at trareltcanifn mdependenLcn.nk 
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For advice or more information, please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 ; 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
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48 hours in the 
life of ... Stockholm 


Each week, ‘The 
Independent- provides a 
P^ripti onfortheperfect 

t *r da >: break to the soul of 

?!2'. Th ' S WMk - Smo„ Colder 
forsakes Waterloo for 

Stockholm, and couldn’t 

> esca P e if he wanted to. 

Why go now? 

Can you hear the drums? In 1997 
the Swedish capital has finally be- 
come accessible at a sensible price- 
new cheap flights make a weekend 
break affordable. But doSTiE 

S : „T iydayumnmidwi “^ 

~S? d ? , E ian Sl°° m deepens, 
^^^rbated the autumn by losing the 
-004 Olympics. And from the New 

rwi becomes European 

Capital of Culture, so accommod- 
ation could be at a premium. Must 
be funny in a rich man's world. 

Beam down 

Until this summer, flying from 
Bntain to Sweden for a low fare was 
as Incky as. say. getting from Slan- 

Then R yanajr (054 1 
■ji 569569) solved both problems at 

JJJ® 6 - For P lus you can fly 

from the Essex airport to what is 
euphemistically described as “Stock- 
holm South”. A connecting bus 
covers the 6t) miles into town in about 
80 minutes, for £11 return. British 
Airways (0345 222111), Finnair 
(0171-408 1222) and SAS (0345 
010789) have been obliged to trim 
their fares from Gatwick, Heathrow 
and Manchester to compete; they fly 
to the main Arianda airport, balf-an- 
hour north of the city. 

Get your bearings 
A bus from cither airport will drop 
you at the central bus and rail 
station, on the most important of 
, y Stockholm's 14 islands. You are on 
the western edge of the main com- 
mercial district, Norrmalm, where 
you will end up spending lots of your 
time. The other attractive landmass 
is just south of bens: Gamla Stan (ok! 
town), an island out of time. The 
most comprehensively stocked 
tourist office in the northern hemi- 
sphere is half-a-mile east of the 
station; ask anyone for directions to 
the Sweden House. 

Check in 

My first visit was spent at the 
Bredang campsite, well south west 
of the city. If I had to do the same 
again I would, my friend, but with 
ft winter approaching (the site closes 
• on 31 October) I recommend instead 
the Maladrottningen - a handsome 
old steamer once owned by Wool- 
worth heiress Barbara Hutton and 
now converted into a “boterwbich 


costs around £60 double (book on 
00 46 824 3600); or the Scandinavian- 
sterile Scandic Park (00 46 822 
9620), squatting squarely on the 
north side of Humlegarden, £90 dou- 
ble including an eat-all-you-can 
breakfast - a critical advantage 
hereabouts. 

Take a ride 

Take tram 7 out to Djurgardcn, 
Stockholm's very own national park, 
(though out of summer the Tivoli 
funfair looks a little dismal). Take the 
ferry back to Gamla Stan to sense the 
resonances of a city which has found 
harmony between land and water. 

Take a hike 

... when you land at the old town, 
through the narrow lanes and ele- 
gantly discreet spaces of Gamla 
Stan. Tune your trip to pass the Roy- 
al Palace at 12.15pm (on Saturdays; 
an hour later on Sundays), when a 
crowd gathers to witness the chang- 
ing of the guard. Don't be deceived 
by the number of people present into 
thinking that Stockholm has suddenly 
acquired a mass of tourists; most of 
the audience for this military parade 
are the families of the servicemen. 
The honour is shared around the 
Swedish military on a rota system, so 
every soldier gets his 15 minutes of 
fame. Super troopers, indeed. 

Lunch on the run 

In the opulent district of Ostcrmalm, 
the local market looks like Harrods’ 
food ball and sells a zoo's worth of 
cold cuts from warm-blooded beasts: 
elk. bear and other non-endangered 
Nordic nosh. You have never 
assembled so exotic a picnic. 

Cultural afternoon 

You have four brief hours, from noon 
to 4pm. to visit Mill esgar den, the 
home of Scandinavia’s most famous 
sculptor. The tough part is finding 
it; take the Tirnnelbana to Ropsten. 
then a bus to Tbrsviks. What sets this 
place apart from the dozens of other 
museums in Stockholm is that Carl 
Milles spent most of his life con- 
structing his own extraordinary epi- 
taph. The garden terraces that 
tumble down towards the steely 
water are populated by a large, dys- 
functional family of sculptures. 

An’ aperitif • 

For the first (and probably last) time 
in the 48 hours series, I recommend 
you take an early evening drink in 
your hotel room - not to save cash, 
so much as to experience the social 
stigma attaching to the Swedish 
drinker. Even if you've never thought 
you had an alcohol problem, yon will 
when you visit a Stockholm off- 
licence - known as Systembolaget. 
Ten of these are dotted around the 


city. You enter an alarmingly sanit- 
ised hall when: the beer and wine arc 
kept well out of reach. Like a school- 
boy buying condoms, you have to 
queue up and ask the assistant 
clearly for your chosen poison. 

Demure dinner 

Stockholm New magazine says the 
city has changed “from a stale 
mashed potato and gravy outpost into 
one of Europe's most dynamic 
gourmet metropolises’'. Thai's going 
it a bit. but certainly my best meal 
this 'year was at Cliff Barnes. There 
was something in the air that night. 

The three surprises about this 
place are (a) that anyone should 
name a restaurant after a bit player 
in an Eighties series such as Dallas-, 
(b) that it would be located in the 
middle of what looks like a giant 
sanatorium; (c) that the food shuuld 
be such exceptional value for money'. 
It's where they play the right music, 
too; the only reason you can gel a 
table on a Saturday night is that it's 
a couple of miles north west of the 
centre. 

Sunday morning; go to church 

Stockholm’s citizens still shed tears 
for their lost humanitarian. Prime 
Minister Olof Palme - assassinated 
in 1986. He is buried at Adolf 
Fredriks church, which poses prettily 
in the north of Norrmalm. 

Bracing brunch 

Almost all the city’s restaurants and 
cafiSs are dosed on Sunday mornings. 
Be first in the queue for the National 
Museum when it opens at 1 lam, and 
ignore the collection of paintings and 
sculptures in favour of the Atrium 
restaurant. The 60kr museum ad- 
mission fee will soften you up for 
splashing out on a fishy feast. 

A walk m the park 

Stepping just a little further takes you 
over the bridge to the island of 
Skeppsbolmen. They call Stockholm 
the Venice of the north. In places it 
looks more like the Portsmouth of 
the cast, or the Murmansk of the 
west. But walking around the green 
spaces of this pocket-sized, teardrop- 
shaped isle reveals the capital in its 
best tight and shade. 

The souvenir 

A tin ofberrings with the brand name 
Abba, sold in most supermarkets. If 
the person in front of you grabs the 
last can, just say, “If you change your 
mind. I'm the first in line.” 

Simon Colder will donate his copy of 
‘Abba Gold’ to the person who spots 
all the references from Abba songs 
AND comes up with the best anagram 
from the 24 letters of Agneta. Frida, 
Bjorn and Benny”. 
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Venice of the north - possibly: the watery city of Stockholm is made up of 14 islands 


Photograph: Robert Harding 


Of all the gin-joints in all the towns in all the world 


Scientists say that our 
appreciation of the weirdness of 
‘coincidences’ is flawed; our brains 
ftsimply have not evolved to cope 
vvrtfr big numbers. But Mark Rowe is 
still awestruck by the way he 
keeps meeting long-lost friends in 
unexpected places. 


Two people, one big world. “Of all the gin- 
joints ...” moans Humphrey Bogart, as he 
spots Ingrid Bergman through a haze of 
smoke and whisky in that immortal scene 
from Casablanca. And it might well seem 
unlikely that the Hump and Ingrid char- 
acters bump into each other in an outpost 
of the Second World 'Mar. ■ 

A coincidence, you may well think. But 
most people reading this article have prob- 


ably met someone they know while on hol- 
iday, whether in Newquay, New York or 
New Delhi. It may not always be in a gin- 
joint, but I am a serial people-meeter, and 
I am not the cmiy one. Why does it happen? 

poring icy childhood 1 invariably met 
schoolfriends, looking as sullen as myself, 
in tea shops in Cornwall or Skegness while 
spending rainswept family holidays* But dur- 
ing the last few years I have achieved sev- 
eral satisfying “meets”. 

After two months travdliDg around Chi- 
na in 1991, 1 decided on my last day to go 
for a cycle ride off the tourist trail on the 
outskirts of Baking. I wanted to see the “real 
China”. Instead, along a dirt-track kutong, 
I met the real Wsstem Europe, in the shape 
of a friend I had not seen for three years. 
She had left college with no real plans, and 
had gone to China to see what turned up. 
I assume she had hoped it would be some- 
thing more exotic than me, but for the first 


time I pondered the odds of meeting a 
friend in a country of 1.2 billion people. 

Another example: 1 once raised the cash 
for a trip to India by spending two months 
laying out motorway cones cm the M25. One 
la<3 who shared biscuits and tea with me dur- 
ing the night shifts was also planning to go 
to India, and we joked about meeting in a 
country of 650 million people. Sure enough, 
as 1 shotted on to a bus travelling from Agra 
toTatehpurSikiil wasiapped on the shoul- 
der and turned round to see Jim. 

“It’s all to do with social class.” said Dr 
Susan Blackmore. a senior lecturer in psy- 
chology at the University of the West of 
England in Bristol. “The same sort of peo- 
ple are drawn to the same kind of holiday. 
Travelling through India, you will spend a 
lot of time in bus stations and on trains and 
at major sights - the places where there is 
a high concentration of foreigners. 

“We think it is an amazing coincidence. 


but realty it's just that our brains have not 
evolved to cope with big numbers. Wfe are 
sriD used to the caveman mentality of small 
packs of people. Tb illustrate this, you can 
ask how many people you need in a room 
before there is a 50-50 chance of two shar- 
ing the same birthday. Most people might 
say 186 -or half of 365 -but in fact it is just 
23, because that gives you the right number 
of possible pairs. The odds are lower than 
you think on such so-called coincidences.” 

Not always, though. Burma in 1992 re- 
mains my greatest achievement when it 
comes to meeting people in unexpected 
places. This was just before tourism to Bur- 
ma expanded - and before I was fully aware 
of the atrocities committed by the military 
junta. In my first five days there I saw pre- 
cisely two foreigners. 

Then, one evening in Mandalay, 1 was 
sitting in my hotel's voluminous and silent 
reading room when a fellow tourist walked 


in. Enthused by finally getting the chance 
to talk about what we had seen, we start- 
ed by establishing a few reference points. 
“What did I do?” asked Victor. I had just 
started working for the Grimsby Evening 
Telegraph , I told him. “WelL you've proba- 
bly never heard of it but ...” 

Victor had beard of it. He had been the 
Grimsby Telegraph's production editor, but 
had left the week before 1 started, in order 
to travel round the world. And here we were 
in Burma. No other tourists, just two peo- 
ple from Grimsby, a town which prides it- 
self on its insularity, and whose population 
views a day trip to Hull as reason to get the 
passport ouL Why go abroad when you've 
got Oeetborpes, I was often asked, during 
my three years in the town. 

“That is weird, and does go off the scale 
of odds.” said Dr Blackmore. “But it is only 
one coincidence, and you should think, ‘isn’t 
that nice’, and remind yourself of the peo- 


ple you know who you didn't meet there, 
to keep it in perspective.” 

On my return to Bangkok I passed the 
night in the airport before an early flight 
home, talking with a man from Guildford 
who worked, and shared a desk with, my 
best friend from school; his veracity was es- 
tablished when he complained about the 
way my friend clinked his cup against his 
teeth when drinking coffee. 

Dr Blackmore again: “The more out- 
landish the coincidence, the worse we are 
at being able to rationalise it. Most of us 
know about 1,000 people to recognise^nd 
by association we have things in common 
with many more.” 

So spare a thought for poor old Bogie. 
Had he thought it through - Casablanca 
was, after alL a vital bolt-hole for those flee- 
ing the Nazi advance - he would have stayed 
in Europe, and saved himself the heartache 
of meeting up with Ingrid again. 


*3 REEN CHANNEL 

w7realJfemilwwi(h the three Ss-Srn, Sea and I Sand. But isn’t 
there a fourth? No, not that. News from around the world seems 

of mine visiting Paris last week was choking on it, despite the 
^ attempt to cut down pollution by banning even-numbered 

jatuichedits vision for die year 2010 encour««ing the use of pub- 
lie transport, 



. And in Copenhagen, tourist maps mdi- 

runuing like around tberitywbere you can extract 

sss^-ssssssas 

Copenhagen, is not an issue. 

Sue Wheat 
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AN AMERICAN ROMANCE 
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Now in paperback 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Win a luxurious weekend break for 2 


Copthome Hotels has teamed 
up with The Independent to 
offer one lucky couple a spedal 
weekend away - two nights at a 
Copthome Hotel of your 
choice (there are currently 12 
in the UK do choose from). 

You will stay in the luxurious 
comfort of a Connoisseur 
room, and enjoy full English 
breakfast, a complimentary meal 
for two (including a bottle of 
wfne) plus a free horde of 
champagne to celebrate. 

AD Copthome Herds are of 
four star- standard, each with its 
own Individual charm and family 
regarded for quality and 
comfort 



M 

COPTHOWe 

To enter, simply dial the 
number below, and (rave your 
answer to the following 
question. 

Q: How many Copthome 
Hotels are there in the UK 
alone? 

0930 563 585 

Up co 50% off at Copt h ome 
Hotels. Quote “Independent 
5upersaver“ 

0645 45 54 45 


Cfcfc « SOp pw *. Si Wane pkfarf a nrdon **r fees doc J 1 Os»J*r I W. 
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TWO NIGHTS 
IN FRANCE 
FROM 

£85 FOR TWO 

(including return crossing) 

A stone's throw from the channel, real France begins: beautiful, 
undiscovered Picardie. From the coast to the edge of Pans or the 
champagne vineyards. .And Le Shuttle, in 35 mins - 4 departures 
per hour - brings it all really do*. 

Enjoy two nights for the price of one (and discounts across the 
channel) in over 30 Hotels, from homely Logis to luxurious chit ram. 

For a free PICARDIE PAUSES brochure call 
the Picardie Tourist Office on 

0171 836 2232 
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What’s Serbian 
for ‘Piste’? 


Where will you be skiing this 
season? North America or 
Italy may be your choice, but 
some national tourist boards 
are keen for you to try 
somewhere new. Stephen Wood 
explains. 

Almost a war ago. 1 stopped to en- 
quire about skiing in Serbia at its 
national tourist board's stand in the 
World Travel Market, Loudon's annual 
shindig for the trade. “Sure, you can 
ski in Serbia.” said one of the staff, as 
if nothing could be simpler. She gave 
me a map of the country, and ex- 
plained how to apply for a visa: then 
she wem back to folding leaflets. 

Organising a trip to Serbia is easi- 
er now because it is one of the new des- 
tinations in this year's brochures. 
Thomson is offering holidays in what 
it calls “Yugoslavia’s best-kept secret", 
the resort of Kopaooik, about 175km 
south of Belgrade. It has had much more 
encouragement from the Serbian tourist 
office than I got: as a result it can charge 
as little as £275 a week in late January 
for self-catering accommodation, with 
a 1 earn -to ski package, equipment hire, 
and a lift pass thrown in. 

The big six ski operators add new 
destinations to their brochures for 
most seasons, and after a good '96/97 
(and with the pound still strong against 
most other currencies) they are par- 
ticularly bullish this year. So apart from 
the organic growth in currently pop- 
ular countries - a whole slew of pack- 
ages to resorts in north America and 
Italy has been introduced - and the 
drama lie return of Switzerland owing 
to the favourable exchange rate, the 
brochures have also expanded geo- 
graphically. notably into northern 
and eastern Europe. 

Why do the operators keep adding 
fresh snowfields? Andrew Russell, of 
In ghams, says simply that “we aim to 
match customer demand, and there 
are some customers who will always 
want to go somewhere new”. But for 
Andy Perrin, marketing director of 
Crystal, going into new areas is some- 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


thiog of a crusade: “It makes a state- 
ment about the kind of company we 
are," he says. “Our customers are 
people who chose to do something 
more exciting than tie on the beach for 
a week. The big tour operators, for 
whom skiing is only a s ma ll part of 
their business, tend to concentrate on 
a few established resorts where the vol- 
ume is high. That’s the bankers' ap- 
proach to ski operating; it's not outs.” 

If Perrin is blowing his own Lnixn- 
pet. he has a right to do so. The most 
remarkable innovation in this season's 
major brochures is Crystal’s packages 
to Gudauri. in Georgia. The resort, at 
2,123m in the Caucasus mountains, is 
a place for serious off-piste siding: the 
tittle piste map in the brochure shows 
just five ski-tifts, hut seven landing points 
for helicopter shuttles, and the holidays 
are priced (from £1.200 up to £2^00) 

accenting to the length of the skiing des- 
cents -with a maximum vertical drop 
of 20.000 metres a week. 

“We featured Gudauri in our 
brochure several years ago,” says Per- 
rin, “and a couple of hundred cus- 
tomers booked to go there. But we had 
to cancel it because of political unrest 
and fuel shortages: the flights went via 
Moscow then, and no one could guar- 
antee that there would be enough fuel 
to continue on to Tbilisi.” Now that 
the area is stable, and BA is running 
direct flights to Tbilisi, Perrin has been 
able to bring Gudauri back into the 
brochure. “Tve never forgotten it ... 
the Caucasus is unlike any other ski 
area. It's breath takingly beautiful: 
and when you are up in the mountains 
you can see no sign of mankind - no 
villages, roads or pylons." 

Perrin says Gudauri is aimed at 

SKI TIP 



skiers “for whom memorable skiing is 
the key factor rather than cost”; go- 
ing to the other extreme. Finnish Lap- 
land - which both Crystal and Inghams 
have introduced this year - is, he says, 
for “people who don’t want to ski every 
day”. Inghams s Andrew Russell ad- 
mits that “the downhill skiing there is 
limited, but it's an exotic area with lots 


Before your ski holiday, make sure that you visit an artificial ski slope. 
Skiers use unfamiliar equipment which may initially seem cumbersome - a 
skiing lesson here in the UK will allow you develop a feel for your 
equipment and can save a day spent in the resort. 

Chris Exalt 

(For more on sluing lessons, see page 8) 


of other attractions - including San- 
ta Claus. Wc sold out the Christmas 
period very quickly, and we’ve found 
that even in January families still 
want to visit Santa.” 

Introducing a new destination is al- 
ways something of a gamble. Norway, 
which Inghams also introduced this 
year, “hasn't worked as well as we ex- 
pected”, says Russell. (Asked whether 
it would be in next year's brochure, his 
reply was a measured “I don’t know”. ) 
But the risks are reduced when the op- 
erator has support faun the local 
tourist board. Russell says that Finnish 
Lapland been under consideration for 
a couple of years, but Inghams is of- 
fering it now because of an approach 
from Finland - which gets an amaz- 
ing 15.000 visitors to Lapland from 


. Britain in December but averages a 
paltry 1 .500 a month for the rest of the 
year, and is therefore eager to appear 
in package- tour brochures. 

For its venture into Serbia, Thom- 
son has also had local support, inducting 
a weekly charter flight laid on by the 
national airline, JAT Primarily a beach- 
hol iday company (and presumably the 
main target of Andy Perrin’s barb about 
the big tour operators’ approach to ski- 
ing), Thomson is now developing its ski 
range. This year, it has dramatically in- 
creased its packages to north Ameri- 
ca (thanks to Monarch's twice-weekly 
charter flight to Denver, which Thom- 
son instigated), and has already seen 
soles increase by 45 per cent. 

The Serbian packages compete at 
the other end of the market, with Bul- 


garia. “Don’t ask me why, but Bulgar- 
ia is a popular destination for British 
skiers,” says lan Simkins, Thomson's ski 
marketing manager. He thinks that 
“Serbia offers a better-quality product 
at a comparable price. I can't deny that 
there is 30 "awareness' problem about 
Serbia: but on the other hand there is 
political pressure on the country to make 
our siding holidays succeed. Croatia has 
direct charters, and so has Slovenia - 
if we withdraw, Serbia will be the odd 
one oul” The tourist organisations, be 
says, are under a lot of pressure, which 
obviously benefits us. Because it means 
they're very flexible in helping us.” 

Flexible and helpful? Times 
change. The Serbia stand may be worth 
another visit at next month's World 
Travel Market. 


Thomson goes to 
Serbia: the resort of 
Kopaonik is, the tour 
operator maintains, 
“Yugoslavia’s best- _ ; 
kept secret” 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


C’EST ARRIVE! 


Just like Ihe wine from Beaujoiais 'Ramblers Nouveau' is awaited by hundreds, nay thousands, of expectant holiday 
makes each year ... and now it has arrived, the 1 998 brochure of real holidays, walking (easy to tough), sightseeing, 
trekking and exploring all over the world. Our renowned escorted small parties visit plains as far as Norway and Chile, 
Alaska, New Zeeland, South Africa and China, but mostly the hills and mountains, the interesting and beautiful (daces 
of Europe. All hofidays are oaded to aiustrate their ease or challenge. Forget the maps, forget the holiday planning, 
just decide which of 149 different holidays, with over two thousand departures, fits your requirements, book up and 
Bteiedty foDow the leader. Thousands do so every year and many come back time and time again. 

Come and join us you'JI be most welcome. (Min age 1 6) Eji 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS Bax 43, Welwyn Garden, AL8 6PQ 

Tel : 01 707 331133 Fax: 01 707 333276 E-mail: ramhols@diai.pipex.com uaUMwd me 


WHY PAY FOR 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
WHEN YOU CAN 
GET IT FREE AT 
LUNN POLY! 

Free travel insurance on all overseas 
holidays over £329. Just ask at any 
Lnnn Poly Holiday Shop. 


Lunn Poly 

t better way to getaway I 
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Travel Services 


Travel Insurance for the Younger Worldwide Traveller 


AC KP ACKERS 


OroBW iBto ia Lfapfs ri Landes 
Including repatriation and 
emergency expenses, up to 
£1 Million 

Ages 16-35 


Holidays for 

SINGLES 

DGW friends... 

Sirplf* hoiidiyj w>.h ayes 
from and SC-69. 

neW adventures... 

A wid"! cf Iut f. \'xd acrivide* 

*.o vji* everyone. 

neW destinations.., 
US and Worid-V.'dc 

Going 


Special Interest Holidays 


♦SOUTHERN AFRICA* 

QitM l/ic cfyec/a/uti 

SAR/raiW In the k>ngt>l established 
UK travel company to Southern Africa. 

Wc • ifllr i.iikir iiv.ii.le tours X Ml.in- m: .smith Vma. 
/.imUdwc. Namibia. U.a*w ana. MiUisi & NUunuds. 


iCr/ff £//( yudit/n/i rvt 0171 287 1133 
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0181 951 2811 


TRAVEL ZONE LTD 
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0171 287 89971S 
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Sri Lanka 


Sri Lanka 


Sill 

LANKA- 

A SPECIAL 
PLACE 


CAPE TRAVEL is a small specialist tour 
operator with a big reputation and years of 
experience in arranging quality programmes 
for individual travellers in the Indian Ocean 
area. 

Call the specialists now for details of an 
oat-of-the-ordinary experience in inis 
special place. 

THE CAPE TRAVEL CO. LTD. 

0181 943 4067 (Fax 0181 943 4086) 


Portugal 


Madeira 

Your last chance to visit the 
Garden Paradise 
HALT TERN SPECIALS 
2i.Otu.ber IW7 

4* Dim IVdm Baia £J997n«UB 
J* Own Pedro Garajau £379 7im BB 
• Dml Jaftimr Jlifkltfm* llamh 
m Fiiy fuUr (wet tni Inirmalintal 

Oladnl CarJ * 


Itaii i.ikc, 

0161430 5864 Lg 


Finance 



jEmEREEnrv: 
IK! £ 


► liosplailCash . 

Benefit CIO per day 
■ Caficeflarion/ 

•• Curtailment up to 


Loboi Passport 
expenses up to 


* ; Ug*l Expenses op 
to£L300 

» BeboWL liability 
Coverage op to 
a WBhJn . . 


Premiums 


30 Days 
I ftO para 
90 E'ara 
120 Dara 
150 Day? 
165 Days 
213 Days 
2*3 Dara 
274 Days 
304 Days 
235 Djj'. 
365 Davs 


; The Travel Insurance Club Ltd.- 

0800 16 35 18 


JORDON. EGYPT. ISRAEL Tatlor- 
mado bneranos. Cafl DcsOnaUo** 
Red Soa on fflBT 440 9900 ASTA 
V0 122 ATOL. 3651. 


Festive Breaks 


CHRISTMAS 
IN SPAIN 


Q DAY COACH HOLIDAY TO 
THE SUNNY COSTA BRAVA 


fWyK'. Wit 


stimH grasp exploratory holidays You II : . •< • ir - ji. • 

■ Cultural Tours • Nature Tours 

• Easy Hikes • Wilderness Safaris 

• Major Treks • Seatreks 

• River Journeys ■ Tallshlp Voyages 
Over i TO ,i(t\ chutes in Euiepe. Greece. Tjrhei. 

E&pi. Middle East. Africa. indui. Ctmu Japan. Aria. 
•Irtfcvu'ds Jus «VT S C.JJ s to 6 S Fr ee* 
from re £30-: 5 g 

Call for brochure i5 

® 01252 344161 ^.! 

Explore Worldwide (Slj , 

AtdershoL GUU 1LQ 

Fu'i Bortiet AiTO ATOL C5?5 





BRITTANY SOUTH. Mins liam 
boacti. Iliree acre gardons. 
SUpOrti qioup of gltOS. Tot 01 924 
499220. 

MONT ST. MICHEL. Brtuny CO« hi 
booulllul poacelul counuyshfe. 
Avail naif-min A nil winiar. Tel: 
00332 9980291 1. 

VINTAGE FRANCE: Farmhouses 
with prhralo poors in hidden 
South- Wool. 1998 Brochure 
01954 281431 AfTOABTA 
PAH1S BY EUROSTAR s/c ShiUkra 
& Apts. A0 motor locations. Broch 
RCN . 0 1 48« 6B0 8C5 bonded 
VINTAGE FRANCE; Farmhouses 
with private pools in hlddon 
South-West 1998 Brochure 

01954 281431 AITO ABTA 


SIMPLY PORTUGAL - Truly Individ- 
ual vfllftS i«1lh pools, glorious 
manor houses 8 srtoctod hotels 
A pousadns aM ovor mis (aset not- 
ing country, ptus Omtote 'Wander- 
ing' hoddivs & etty breaks. 01 B 1 
99S 9323 ABTA VI337 ATOL 
1922 AfTO. 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL: Cottages 
•nth pools in unspoilt North. 
M Intro a Duoro. 1998 Brochure 
01954 261431 AITO ATOL 7787 
ABTA. 


Russia 


INDEPENDENT TRAVEL packages. 
Air lacs, youps INTERCHANGE 
0181881 3612 ATOL 2429 


Turkey 





DEPARTS 22nd DECEMBER 
- PRICE INCLUDES - 

• Luxury Ccacti 

• SupGfS3&4SJaH«E& 

• AH Roona En-suffl 

• FuSEoad 

• Gala Draw cnCtxisirnas Eve 
•Bu en antnerg ftogranane 

• Beatte ntTaurGuds 

• FFEEPidHjpstiraj^-ait 

Emtia'A ScotBnd and vvaos 




TIMESCfiFE 


VI NTAG E SPAIN: Mol to. can & 
tarmhouses Witt pods 
19 * Brochure. 
01954 »1 AITDAT0CZ7BT 


The specialists in travel to 

PERU 

EsnrkdQmpadBqptkrliaR 

0181 747 8315 


0181 747 3108 

AfaxfrnJrr office 

0161 832 1441 


SKYROS Hofete: Hols in Grerxe A 
CaHbtwan. Over £00 courses tod 
by extol tent tutor? Mel. Andre* 
Davies. Sue Toamscnd 6 Toy.sh 
wneov. Superti somnq. irt-mily 
community twi lood 0171 284 
3066. lap . mots Hyttr. -com 


GERMANY • Dart-/ low cost fXghlo 
ORd hold aceomrnodaia,n All 
motor c/mii cards Please call 
Gorman Tmvoi Cunfro 01 Bi 429 
tttJO ABTA ATOL 2977 IATA 


Coi’sicu 




CORSICAN PLACES. The Corsttan 
cpocuAst LcmHv range ol villa*, 
coring os jpu 6 holed'. Very 
Iriondly. pcisun.il carvlcn Tp|- 
01424 460D46 ATOL 2647 A/TO 
SIMPLY CORSICA. Discover iho 
Mcdtorrancan'-s tred-hopi seerm. 
an nJand oi gtoiious. booerwa and 
apoctacular mountains, untar- 
nished bv mass tourism Villas 
*nh pools, seaside corugos. 
mournam ouboigas and slyltsh 
iioiete. Call (01811 995 9323. 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 Ano 


SIMPLY TUSCANY 6 UMBRIA Tra- 
ditional country vfiu opartmanls 
with pool and Roilbio. fly-dnirti 
ha Ways featuring charming. in»- 
marohouih Plus Special Intorest 
HoBdBy-. and «xwi wreaks lo Ho- 
rente. Pteoso OH Of BI 995 9323. 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1522 ATTO 


To advertise in this 
section please 
telephone the 
Travel Team on 
0171 -283 2222 
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SIMPLY 

'onian 

19?? Brochure cut^cw: 


Pku», Corfu. I^Oas, Mepmbi, 
llbuca, Ccpiuhmu. Zakyatbm 
OMtUrrnnhaO) Grwrk haUdar* 

avrayfnrm I fcr nMnrni 
Private rUtu wirh paolt. hull 
omJ cmu/^i tm beautiful unspoilt 
Incatlrmi brthr jra and mlond. 

0IR1 995 9323 

iBrmu; noLun utu 



Exvpt&tmalnartimmA 

quuthiapanu^naauJfamOpnu. 
JtexMr -WipuMnt- ***** 

0181 995 9323 

C8TA VI337 ATOL 1922 AiTO 


eunet cruises etc. Ottoman 
Period accommodation in Old 
Istanbul. Low cost schodufed 
fares to Turkey/Nolh Cyprus. 

CALL THE EXPERTS 


REGENT HOLIDAYS 
31 High Street. Shanklin, Isle of Wight 
019S3 866670 


SIMPLY TURKEY. WacwYor a 
deflflhttu&y dWorem Turtcoy. away 
IrOm the mnlnstroom. with Our 
unfqua range of rural cctlagoa, 
villas wtth pools and friendly 
hotels- Plus our iledble wander- 
ing programme, special interest 
holidays, ijutel cruising and Istan- 
bul dly breaks. 0181 995 9323 
ABTA V13J7 ATOL 1922 AfTO 


YEAR-ROUND ALTERNATIVE holi- 
days. Alpujarra region. Southern 
Spam. Magmflcent seams, moun- 
Ulns, cflmaie. pool, gardm. per- 
serial development courses. 
(01494) 782720. 

AUTUMN/WiNTER BREAKS Tran- 
qulfrrustic Atpufarras. One hour 

GranacuvMed. Sleeps 2. E200 pw. 

W BI 22S 755036. 

VINTAGE SPAIN: Country houses 
with pools In unspoilt areas of 
Catalunya and Andalucla nr 
coast. 1998 Brochure. 01954 
261401 AITO ATOL 2787 ABTA 

GUIDED A INDEPENDENT waAIng 
In unspoilt Spain. Dramatic land- 
scapes. pretty wWu washed vil- 
lages. Headwater (01606) 42220 
AITO 2412 ATOL 



DtSMEY/FLORlOA Luxury 3 bed. 2 
bath vBia tn pine trees. Large 
healed pool, cable TV. dose to 
tenrds, horse rdg, gotf. 7W 018T 
341 6718 

NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS -D<* 
tlnctfve Inns & tandy hooM% non- 
stop Bights lo Boston, brochure . 
Una: D1727 852211. FuBy 

bonded. ABTA V5I64 AITO ATOL 
2976. 


Travel 
Advertising 
also appears on 
page 4. 


ISTANBUL 


9 Mini Breaks 

e N 0 V E M B E R 

■TlrrY 

? Rv ni f m I 

l«c. fltgnia. vanofCYs. A ocean. 


0171 637 7338 


Greek 

Islands Club 

Via hohday: for disc who 
wan, to neape iho crowd* 
in style and ComlbrT. 

fXXCS ■ fTfVCA -Ohajow 
ZwlIT ■ KVTHH*-C0fiflJ 
S»«TTf35rSfc3PaC»-AlOMB05 

Fur a brochure telephone: 

01932 220477 

fKtpj'hMMW vdl «J 
«r* --■3«S3 atoi »e aito 


BREATHTAKING SCENERY i 
nthptY benches. Discover Wost- 
™ Crete from s>’c vBage houses 
Sopt'Od avail. - PuroOrele Oisi 
760 OB79 ATOL 2757. 

GRECOFILEIFILOXENIA miarost- 
ing holiday? Ipr iniorusHnn poo* 
plo Aid ANo 01423 375999 



V’® 1 566 2«V 


ESCAPE TO INDIA THIS WINTER 

ar.c have CARE TRAVEL, the market specialists for KERALA and 
SOOTH liNDIA, arrange it for you. 

Th;s is a land or Coconut trees, backwaters, wiid-iife. tea and s^ice 
plantations, Ayurvedic medicine and lots more! From beach holidays to mmst 
walks, we 11 plan a programme to suit your individual needs 
and we promise you that you won't fee: one of a crowd! 

2 weeks from £605. Ca// now for our brochure **_*£■! 

k THE TRAV EL CO. LTD 0181 943 4067 (FAX: 943 4086) 
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we think the world of you ... 

current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


UNEQUIVOCAL PROTECTIO N AGAINST AIRLINE INSOLV ENCY - CAA APPROVED 
worldwide attention to detail 
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yZ^W i 

ESSSS! 
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ESfJiftWil 


m 


[ill] 

B'jy -;W 

DUBAI £162 


£157 

£191 

CAIRO £145 

£219 

£268 

£291 

AROUND THE WORLD 

£677 


^^discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


ns* riD uidc mn AUSTRAUA£36 • USAE31 • AFRICA £31 ■ PACIFIC £40 • ASIA £Z7 
_“«™REFR0M £12 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAflDflMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMEWCA BflOCHURES 


SHOPPING SPECIAL 

VISIT THE FAMOUS MALL OF AMERICA 

RETURN FLIGHTS TO MINNEAPOLIS WITH 2 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 

FROM £279* 

•PRICE PER PERSON BASED ON TWIN SHAPE 


.. cms£s. 








For tte real towtaw m «riiWd« 

trawl, TiaffliHteis b your obb stop 

bawHtiop. ■ ■ 

Ttagfiathre offers mart tow cost 

fflgbts to more (Jesflnafions man 
ffliyont Experts In afrtarcs since 
1970, we can feBorwitate Yonr vatf 
own package wftfc up to Ki% ifiscwirt 

wEandiar^wortiiwide. 


TRAILFINOER MAGAZINE 
II ni71-93S 3365 ANYTIME 


AT0L1458 


ABTA5S7B1 


42-50 Earls Court Road 
Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 
long Haul Travel: 

First & Business Class: 

215 Kensington High SUeel 
Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensmy 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel. 

254-284 Sauchiehall Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

58 Deansgate 
Worldwide Travel: 

First & Business Class: 


LONDON W8 6FT 
0171-938 3366 

LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-9383939 
0171-9383444 
LONDON WB 6BD 
0171-937 5400 

BIRMINGHAM 64 68S 
0121-236 1234 

BRISTOL BS11 HQ 
0117-929 9000 

GLASGOW G23FH 
0141-353 2224 

MANCHESTER M32FF 
0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


All our travel centres 


are open Ken-Sat 9 -cprr. • Thurs 9 - 7 pm • Sun l 0 - 6 pm 


Trailtinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the world of us! 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


A/ 1 Q Richmond Rood, Kingston, Surroy KT2 5HL 



0181 547 3322 

ABTA A925A ATOL 3355 IAEA At farm cdm. of otporf 


WOCMUW HOTUNE USA&CANMM 

0181 5464545 0181 5466000 




NON STOP DAILY 
SCHEDULED IN NOVEMBER 


NEW YOfW/BOSTON 178 
WASHINGTON 178 
CHICAGO 199 

LAX/S. FRISCO. 298 
DUBAI 359 

JO’BURG 449 

ATLANTA 179 

VANCOUVER 299 
DALLAS 279 

HONG KONG 399 
ft* Mend* «IMm nodes cal 

^0171 482 0414* 

■KIlUGEMrt FOB STOL HOUSE 


'LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMERICA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 

T HRI FT WA Y 
m TRAVEL 
5 0171 -4901480 


Skiing Holidays 




it 2 - k • 

JASPER 


;k: ;n: i ri-sri \ 
J *.) 0 M 5 505 55 


★ USA and 
CANADA * 


bw£165 ♦Toronto from £149 



L0990 329 326 

S 


m 


AUSTRALIA 
FARES FROM 

£567 

K C T U ft N 


MEW ZEALAND 

FARES FROM 

£668 

n l r u rt n 



£300 

HOLIDAYS^ 

| FROM £514(ip 

.f ll 


£ 01420-88724 or 0171-287 5556 



£ 01420-88380 or 0171-287 5559 H Q 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 

I : i y? 



VALID FOR STUDENTS & UII3ES 25 YEAR OLuS 


STA TRAVEL 


ONE WEEK ONLY OFFER 

2 FLIGHTS FOR THE PRICE OF 1 


i.l : : : :5 L i r ;S RTTUF :i '3 : 1 ■ EiF.c 


\;V. :i?.:ST5r ill'. : J-.J-.C :3:: 

* £255 ; *-* Hi : ; S's; s p:t« : - :58J 

£255 Lcs £*cv.« * £"r ; -io-.c King C5S5 

: n c :1 s - i :r ••}'■: :<c * £-iC ; : £55: 

Cr :;y: i-2i <:■ iijrr. r hi: ’ £355 

EUROPE: 0171 361 6161. WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 6262 

Girl 334 CDs? rt’iNCHESTES.. -w • or 

:.Dst?.t sr-c?: cirEvrri. M,s:sis« s i:-5j :.ai5d;v. -?srdee>; neacastli . svsrh my - m 


£*2r M 

Zc-:-; ;:•£ ;<i:- 

A- - I- ■ : Rc - .-: ■ 

”:i : it— £ 



1 i DEC PRE-5LA50? SPECIAL 


^Kiing 



in tm. Wt praridB 1 m 

■ete trad tenon ftr jm 
mntav it Emp* fer 4KA 
hrdAfeWtMiKi«and 
dnciniSirMn 
■*rB5j«anJ 


General Accident 
^ Direct ^ 


Sja 3S OF THE WORLDS finest 
renm. Usury chalets ki MsttoaL 
or 738 84068a AffTAATOL. . 

DISCOVER THE LfNDtSCOVERED 

. MordteiHng pretty un^»«vB- 
laoas friendly hottts a grstf 
raSmW fo«UMflQ6 40099 far W 
broch. Headmwr AITO 2412 
ATOL. 

SIIIPLY SKI - new brochura now 
ovaBeblel A supertetto tanfle d 
cMeb in VU dTaeA OouchMl. 
Mart*. LaPIaenftVartiterend.gr 
Anton. Exc o i te m ctiBdcaretacft- 
Mas oha early booWnfl dfao our*» 
on seteoed dates. 0181 995 9323 
ABTA VI 387 ATOL AITO 


Lunn Poly 

Hu l h - \n ! ili’liiltiy Shop 


ABTA MOS7flnO- WHS 


MERIBEL 

COURCHEVEL 



01903 761986 

AI PINE ACTION LTD 



L : » >/- , 

Packages from £289jip/pn- 


Sweden's tort skiing thwe^s 2SH&— 
never been a befler time fe 

(fecover&fop^ fastest^ 01476 

wWw sports desSn^ffli. 5 7 4510 

fVoocrcDape" »= SWEDISH TSAVELANDT£^®BMCOONCIL 

PQ IB(K H > (hMNte > Li iit .wftMAfn 


HEATHROW CftSS per day. Free 
parking after 14 days. Max stage 
0940 up to 100 days Secure 
Parting 0181 B138130 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST ft 
Slovakia. Central pensions, 
beteteftapts. Czechers (01706) 

JUST HUNGARY from Hungarians 
who imovfc Cfty breaks and much 
more. Hrocfi AvaE. CaO 01 71 287 
«38ATOLS703. 

PRAGUE- Luxury private apart* 

.* and 8&B to rani Exce pOooai 
vteua. a ft a sateianca gfvetL 07000 
782275. 

CZECH REPUBLIC, Hungary, 
Potend, Tl» aaflfc State*, sfe*»- 
Ua, fiomaota and Vienna. Wifls 
choice oi tratflttonal qiaftty 
Mtals. ftetfete duradon short 
breaks, muBI-cartie hoHdayft Al 
bione brocturo. WiaTJavalOTTi 
3S3 3306 ATOL 2382 ABWV91 84 


THE INDEPENDENT 

NewsmrerPuMshb^pic 
raytfs flat aMvwgh way 


accommodation ofisred 
through fiSM colurais, or aiy 
lossareffjgflwfEinmBaadefs 
are advised to take al 
nacesssiy precautions before 


I fGfj ra&HDKAWH. BE 


City Breaks 


STOCKHOLM - BEAUTY ON WATER 
The world's most beouWul capital 

New ^ ^ 

fa. *K<. *S\ StttttfAart. 
ft ftUt 

J^CVttff y 1 "- -g 1 . r - *""' 

: ; :h 

ajwJstf, a. Cpod Taflt ijflP 

\l^,W lifeift' 

tJflAft. liifttft . 

\jfo- ^ \&(j 


LOW COST 
FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 


RETURN FARES 
FROM LONDON 


From 

NEW YORK 1 — £154 

BOSTON £154 

MIAMI £230 

LOS ANGELES £230 

SAN FRANCISCO £250 

TORONTO £169 

MONTREAL £188 

JOHANNESBURG £279 

SYDNEY £569 

SINGAPORE £370 

PRAGUE £152 

DUSSELDORF £79 

BELFAST £59 

AMSTERDAM £53 

PARIS £53 


for details of ffigtys call i Mo yw local 
Lbu My Hofifcy Sty) *r ofl is m: 

@099081 11 lit 

Uses open Moa-Fri 9-530, Sat 9-5. 

CHECK LUNN POLY PRICES 
BEFORE YOU BOOK 


Lunn Poly 

i hotter iiy/v f r< not anet y 


lAlcatedatgad ■ etsndaq nasonri eal reia. MelMikol popaan «x»(*<i 
MBstttaayvaaPBMKMMte. Oe<* cert Eunharoa <d 1* appteft Lm Pet/ 
aetaas«isgat lor aner ATOl Holdeta. AS terns »a*rtB wrtsfttey and 
bODtene eenrtfcxft Fares loeixto tans, duBae and weoWrtJtwtenBrt*. 
Oeparttre hubs vary Dcta*ewlaDtohrt*l» OffcrappSes® ,| w , t»e t 1 n 0» 

only Lnei Poly reserve martini to ■SfK*w»*»»a Often «®wAnollee. 


City Breaks 



14 ISLANDS 
T N 48 HOURS? 

ONLY IN STOCKHOLM! 


L w g wrt i 

war* 



■ J ~L i f 


Sweden 


On Saturday 18 October The independent will be featuring 
OCEANIA within the travel pages ofTime Off. Last year 1 3,000 
Independent & Independent on Sunday readers took a holiday to Oceania. 

To reserve your advertisement please call the Travel Team on 0 1 7 1 293 2222 


Xvke IQAju ■J.VAtor 9 


AWAY BREAKS 

PARiS 



LILL= 2 NTS SiE Fr USpp 2*| 


0114 266 



OmOALUT APPOINTED] 



with 

Campus 


Wc spoci.vtiic in low coit trovcl r~i7?u 
■:or s'.udcnts and young pcop-r 
providing support in over 
1 50 offices throughout the world [ 


U«W-0MII7Mn 
WORLDWIDE 01717308111 
EUROPE 0171 730 3402 

NORTH AM BOCA 01 71 7302101 

SMBURGH 01316683303 
MANCHESIER 0161 273 1721 
GLASGOW 0141 553 1818 



45 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE AND 
OPEN SUNDAYS 10. 00-*. 5.00 5 
AT 52 CROSVSKOR GARDENS t 
(Victoria 1 ©), LONDON 5 

SVV1VV0AG 5 


www.campustravcl.co.uk/ 



Travel as many times 
as you like from 
£59.95 a yean 


With our annudl travel 
insurance >ou can lake an 
unlimited number ol trips. 
1b enrol, call between 8am 
and 8pm Monday to 
Friday quoting nf] 

reference 1NQ51 Ufl 


Bi'.isaw.'r 

insurance 
tF . .V Sendees 


reference 1NQ51. 0800 700 737 

I'numn.liMn' jn.f Hi^aMfin 1 hmii ir^at JrfJc r.'C.T Trrvr .akU ** 

,|,04C .-1 (Iifiml Ann vl [ip*-- S- tutiqv UilV>a . .9 Inan— ■f.nl 

■nlinndijn :.ni»lh ih, UK ..tJml 



r AMSTERDAM from 


BELFAST from 

£59 rtn. 

BERGEN from 

£189 rtn. 

BRUSSELS from 

£53 rtn. 

COLOGNE from 

£89 rtn. 

COPENHAGEN from 

£119 rtn. 

DUBLIN from 

£69 rtn. | 

EDINBURGH* from 

£59 rtn. 

FRANKFURT from 

£99 rtn. 

GLASGOW from 

£59 rtn. 

NICE from 

£749 rtn. 

OSLO from 

£139 rtn. 

PALMA from 

£169 rtn. 

PARIS from 

£59 rtn. 

PRAGUE from 

£149 rtn. 

ROME from 

£139 rtn. 

ZURICH from 

£99 rtn. 


Retom fam from luntkai Heanuwft 
f Omtactymr tool tnwl agent or oB fa dasfls on 

0345 554554 

Or book on the Internet WlprfAsw«jfMiriti*nii*»i4«io 
Other bra acafco wabble fan East Mkfcyvtt Lee* B 
T«s^aH»iigft«fcsgwSef&a»rtt^ 


British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 


liwd mat hrt* a ten*!* id^t an*. Poo<qa tna ofl wp>> 1 « <bp team 
boauig itqrtes to BeBK. Ertnta^i aadOaqo, k aberwd toe ted. 

Id mam vaiiy nmet dfc to Bridrt lEftnd are mortal. 


. NDEN 
, UR DA 1 
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The powder room 


You don’t need even need to 
venture outdoors if you want 
your children to learn how to ski. 
At the Tamworth SnowDome, 
you can slide around on a carpet 
that’s whiter than snow and 
possibly a little more powdery, as 
Brigid McConville found out. 


The venue 

Despite the name it's not a dome, and, 
technically, it’s not natural snow either - 
but who cares? This is still the only place 
in Britain where you can ski on cold white 
powder ail the year round. At this time of 
year it is packed with families getting a bit 
of practice before taking off for skiing holi- 
days, so if you want a lesson make sure you 
book well io advance. 

There is a row tow on one side of the 
slope, and on the other a travelator, which 
is like an escalator without steps. The snow 
slope is 150m long and 30m wide, which 
means you can get a decent run from the 
top, or take the tow rope half-way up for 
a more sedate descent The grooming 
machine comes out four times daily to 
keep icy patches to a minimum. 

As part of a big, modem leisure com- 
plex, SnowDome has all the romance of a 
skating rink; no natural light, constant 
Muzak and fruit machines in the bar/cafa. 
On the other hand, the artificial environ- 
ment of the ski slope means no biting winds, 
a constant temperature of 2-4 degrees centi- 
grade and near perfect snow conditions. 


The viators 

Brigid McConville, a freelance journalist, 
took her children Maeve, 12, and Arthur, 
nine, to SnowDome in Tamworth, where 
they had a skiing lesson. 

Arthur: When I started off I thought that 
it was a bit tricky and I wasn't realty en- 
joying it. It was quite hard, and I kept slid- 
ing downhill. The back of my skis would 
go wonky, which made me fall over, and 
I thought. “1 can’t do this." But that was 
because I wasn’t bending my knees, and 


when I got the hang of it and learnt to 
snow-plough it was really cool 

Then we got to go on the rope tow and 
that was fun, although I didn’t think it 
would go so fast. I learnt to do loads of 
turns, and now and then I fell over. 
Sometimes I got my skis crossed going 
downhill, and I didn't know where they 
were. Falling didn’t realty hurt because it 
was quite soft snow. It looked like flour. 

Sometimes Fm realty determined, and 
when Maeve zoomed past me 1 realty want- 
ed to do that too, but I realised I would 



Maeve and Arthur bend their knees at the SnowDome Photos: Newsteam 


need more lessons first. I was trying my 
hardest and after a while I was quite good 
at it, and I got belter and better. 

When I went really fast I didn’t know 
what to do; my legs were in the wrong place 
and I crashed into the barrier at the bot- 
tom. One lime I skied over the edge of a 
snow-board that had crashed - that was 
quite scary. T hurt my ear a bit because I 
slipped when I was on the rope tow and 
caught my ear on the rope. 

Peter, our instructor, was nice, and the 
lesson was helpful as I'd never been on skis 
before - except once on a dry slope, which 
was easier. 

By the end I could do a bit of turning 
to Lhe left, but not to the right I could 
snow-plough and I could go down a steep 
hilL I’ve got quite a long way to go to be 
a good skier, but I thought I was doing 
quite well for my age. 

1 wouldn’t like to go too many times; 
it would get boring. 

Maeve: 1 was very impressed when I saw 
Lhe SnowDome; it looked realty fan. The 
skiing lesson was a bit boring at first but I 
understand the instructor has to make sure 
you can do stops before you go to the top. 

To stan with we had to put on one ski 
and scoot around; then two skis and 
shuffle and turn circles. Then we stepped 
sideways up the slope, which was hard 
work, but it was fun going down again 
touching your head, shoulders, knees and 
toes. We had a realty good teacher. 

I wanted to get on to the tow rope but 
when I did I found it was pretty hard on 
your arms. It kept going down to the 


ground, and I had to try to pull h up. Once 
I slipped off, which hurt my legs, and I 
couldn't get out of the way of the person 
behind me, which was pretty scary. But I 
didn't fall down once. 

Td already learnt to turn on a ski slope 
in Scotland, but I learnt to do a bit more 
and got to gerquite fast - though not too 
fait as f don't, like being out of control. 

It's good that there were snow-boarders 
there as well — mostly teenagers wearing 
strange hats - because it’s something 
different 

The snow was very, very realistic. It was 
snow, wasn't it? I'd definitely like to go 
again, every week, although I'd settle for 
every month. 

The deal 

SnowDome is at Tamworth Leisure Island, 
River Drive, Tamworth, Staffs. For details 
about sessions ring SnowDome reception 
on 01827 67905, or call 0990 000011 for 
lesson bookings (it is best to call several 
weeks in advance). 

Prices range from £14 (adult) and £9 (ju- 
nior) for one hour's ski/snow-board ses- 
sion mid-week, to £18 (adult) and £12 
(junior) at weekends. Group ski lessons 
cost up to £20 (adult) and £14 (junior) 
whereas snow- board lessons cost £22 
(adult) and £17 JO (junior). Private lessons 
are also available. 

How to get there: by train go to Tamworth 
station; taxis from the station to the 
SnowDome cost about £2. Or, by car, take 
the exit from M42 on Junction 10, the 
SnowDome is just off the A5. There is am- 
ple free parking. 



THE INDEPENDENT 


OASIS 

Live in Paris 

Departs 3rd November - 3 days from just £149 per person 


Oasis are fits biggest band since the Beaties aid 
their profile, enhanced even further by a great new ; 
album, has never been higher. Their reputation as a j 
[We act is Btlle short of legendary and our trip offers j 
yon lhe chance to see them play live at the 14,000 
capacity Palais ties Omnisports indoor staefiurn In 
Paris. 

We have two packages baaed lor two nights at the : 
comfortable 2 star+ Relate Mereure Hotel on bed and i 
br ea kfast basis. Upgfwfad accommodation available j 
at Novotal Bagnolet or Latitudes Qua! de Seine. 

1. Travelling by coach Irom London, Manchester or j 

Blrndnflbam from P» person 

2, By Eiaostar Irom Waterloo from £229 per ponton 

Thpsa holiday* *•> anaT1Bed “"Junction j 
E5SS.U* ABTA*™> ATOU5E 

Ttqjh 




For more deta3s call our br och ure hettfrra oa 

0171 251 0045 

Fax: 0171 251 0047 Email: TEdtfions@aol.coni 
or return the coupon below to: 
INDEPENDENT TRAVEL OFFER, 
TRAVEL EDITIONS LTD, 140 TABERNACLE 
STREET. LONDON EC2A 4SD 


INDEPENDENT OASIS LIVE IN PARIS OFFER 
Please forward me a brochure: 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms) — 


Address: 


Postcode: 

p h**o Oct ad* Era M ran do not aibD to recah* tutor* 
on** trom ftewcpapw PcMlaUug pie or Irom cempanln 
Vwm b» K«w*pap«r PuMaNag pic. IKT832 


Tess of the D’Urbervilles’ 
comes alive at Dorchester’s 
museum - as do a smugglers’ 
den and a riddle book. Fiona 
Macaulay unravels a few 
surprises. 

An enormous mask with cow horns and 
goggty eyes is the first thing to surprise 
you in the galleries of Dorchester 
County Museum. This is the Ooser. a 
pagan creature, his bod)' draped with cow 
skin and sackcloth, whose role in Dorse I 
folklore was to frighten people. 

The galleries are the latest project of 
Bremner and Orr Design Consultants, 
creators of the Roald Dahl Children's 
Gallery in Aylesbuiy. Their brief here was 
to display the finest Thomas Hardy col- 
lection in the world, along with smaller 
collections of lesser known Dorset 
writers such as John Meade Falkner and 
William Barnes. They needed to make 
them appealing to children, without ex- 
cluding the literary enthusiasts. 

This exhibition Is no! for toddlers, hut 
for children who can read small-print 
hooks for themselves. Teenagers and 
those- a hit younger will find plenty u» 
interest them - and adults, loo. Brem- 
ner and Orr have used striking props in 
bring the collections (o life. 

Hardy had u great love for the old 
ways of the countryside and descriptions 
of them weave their way through his 
work. In 77ic Mayor t ifC asicrbridge he de- 


scribes a skimmity ride, which is brought 
lo life in one of the displays. Models of 
a husband and wife who were accused 
of mistreating each other would be tied 
back-to-back on a donkey and paraded 
through the streets. Some of the musi- 
cal instruments and kitchen hardware 
that might have been used by the ac- 
companying procession to create as 
much din as possible arc shown, along 
with contemporary drawings and ac- 
counts of skimmity rides. 

Hardy was not only a successful 
writer: he was also an accomplished ar- 
chitect. Max Gate (now owned by the 
National Trust) is the house he designed 
for himself near Dorchester: the galleries 
have a reconstruction of his study. 
■Hiere is also a replica of the huge Neo- 
lithic sarsen stone that he found in his 


grounds, which farther stimulated his in- 
terest in Dorset's ancient history. 

There are displaysabout the women 
in Hardy's life and the characters behind 
the books, in particular The Mayor of 
Casterbridge and Tess of the D VrbeniUes. 
A touch-screen computer offers up lots 
of gems, including an interview with Julie 
Christie on the set of the film of Far from 
the Madding Crowd. 

One of the most interesting charac- 
ters among lesser known writers in the 
galleries is William Barnes, a great 
friend of Thomas Hardy. A Victorian 
renaissance man, he was a teacher, 
poet, antiquarian, priest and linguis t 
(with a working knowledge of 60 lan- 
guages). You can sit at his desk and look 
at a model of him in the odd. archaic 
dress that he always wore. Other aspects 



PIT STOP 

After you've had your fill of literary Dorset, sample some of the county's 
edible offerings at Potter In (01305 260312) on 19 Dumgate Street in 
Dordiester There are always fresh flowers on the pine tables and. in winter, a 
real fire adds to die welcome ae Sue Collier's charming establishment, tucked 
away down a narrow lane off the main shopping street Everything on the 
menu - from traditional English breakfast (£3.70) to scones with jam and 
dotted cream (£2.25) - is available all day. and virtually everything, including 
some 20 or so « creams, is home-made. High-chairs and children's drinki™ 
mugs are there for younger customers, who can have smaller portions at 
reduced prices. Open 9.30am-5pm Mon-Sat. 


From Egon Ronay’s Guide 'And Children Come Too ...’ (Bookman, £9.99) 
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Literary days out 






The Work! of Beatrix 

(01539 488444) at the 
Laundry. Bowness-oo-Wmd 



leads children through d iffe xe fo -^% 
village and woodland scenes 
meet life-size figures of Beatrix 
Potter’s characters. There is also 
short film about foe writer's life, ^ 
and a video wall tointroduce ( the r T > * 
stories. Open 10am-4pm, adults 
£2.99, children £1.99. 

At nearby Hawkshead, the V f ,j 
Beatrix Potter Gallery (01539^’ > • ’ 
436355) displays 100 or so ori ginal 
illustrations from the stories. The 
collection is housed in what were _ 
once the offices of Beatrix Pdetafa-J. 
solicitor husband. Open until 2 
November, 1030am-4pHL Adults 
£2.60, children £130. - •-/ 

The Bronte Parsonage Museum 

(01535 642323) in Haworth/West 
Yorkshire, contains the Bronte . 
sisters’ furniture and personal 
belongings, re-creating the 
atmosphere of their family home. : 

Exhibits include their earliest 
writings, their clothes, and Entity ; 

Bronte's writing desk, with its - Hyv. 
contents as she left it. A visit will .'pH 

gtye children the opportunity to join 
the Angrians, the junior branch of 
the Bronte Society. The Angrians 
encourages young interest in the - 
writings of the Brontfis through 
competitions, poetry and story 
writing, and by organising 
occasional workshops in Haworth. 
Membership costs £5. The museum 
is open llam-430pin. Adults £3:80; 
children £1-20, concessions £2JSQ._ : 


The Nene Valley Railway (01780 
784444), at Whnsford station, near 
Peterborough, is the home of . 
Thomas, named after The ."J ' 
Reverend Wilbert Awdry’s Thomas 
the Tank Engine. On bank holidays 
and half-terms children can ride 
behind Thomas on his own branch 
line which passes through a 
“‘haunted” tunnel. At other times 
visitors can see him at the station, . 
and enjoy a day out travelling by 
steam train. There are more than 
seven miles of track through the 
picturesque Nene Wiley. An adult 
rover ticket, giving unlimi ted travel 
for a day, costs £730; a child ticket 
costs £330. Services operate on 
Sundays from mid-February, 
weekends from Easter to October, 
Wednesdays from May and some 
mid-week services in summer. 

The Shrewsbury Quest (01743 
243324), Shrewsbury, offers adults 
and children the chance to take 
part in a medieval mystety, based ' 
on the Brother Cadfael books tty . 
Ellis Peters. Cloisters and a garden 
planted with herbs that would have 
been present in Cadfael’s time . 
provide the backdrop to the quest. 
As well as hunting for dues, 
visitors can make an illuminated' 
manuscript or practise calligraphy. 
There is a Young Questor mystery 
for children to gather dues to 
make a medieval nine. The 
restaurant has meals such ax the 
‘Abbot’s lunch” to enhance the 
12th-century atmosphere. Open 
daily, 10am -4pm. Adults £3.95, 
children £230, under fives free,' . 
and concessions £3.20. 


m 


A Hardy showing of Wessex folk 


of his life can be explored on a a com- 
puter. complete with recordings of his 
songs (inducting “Linden Lea”) and 
poems in Dorset dialed. 

Children too young for Barnes’s 

poetry or Harctys novels will find the per- 
fect introduction to Dorset writers ^ 
Moonfleet , a ripping yam by John MeaL. 
Falkner, abont a boy, John Trenchard; .. 
who discovers, in a smugglers' den, a due . '. 
to the hiding-place of the pirate Bia£k- -- 

beard’s diamond. A large panri jQusr 
trates John trying to hide from .-the. '■ 
smugglers among the rats and coffins. ' 
Beside it is a barrel where you search 
for the due in a secret compartment ’ . 

Younger members with a: dheekj 
sense of humour will also enjctybchig 
introduced to the Dorset tradition of 
riddle-making. There’s a riddle book to.. 
look through - one example, for instance, 
reads “Under the water, over the water ; 
and never touches the water. What -am ; 

1? (A woman crossing a stream with a . 
pail of water on her head.) v -- 5 : 

Here you can follow dues to various . 

objects in the galleries. All those whifib 
are answers to dues are deacty pxgricpd, 
so if unravelling a riddle proves raqdfc 
ficulL you can do it the other-way rbond 
and fit the object to a riddle.- . . T 

Dorset County Museum, High 
Dorchester, Dorset (01305 26 Z 735 fX^en 
Mon^Sat lOamSpm, adults 0.35;dt3d’ : " 

rvn and concessions £ 1 . 20 , farrtilyiid&s , J ; 
(two adults, two children), £6J(£ ± iX .‘ ; 
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The plants that come 
in from the cold 


From dahlias to 
geraniums, now Is the 
time to prepare for 
frost. But which warm- 
weather plants can 
v you leave to brave 
the winter outside, 
and which should 
you lift and store 
indoors? 
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‘Brandysnap* dahlia 

Photograph: 
Neil Holmes/GPL 


There are still some ex- 
quisites who sneer at 
dahlias, thinking them 
gross and vulgar. But now 
that they have appeared in 
full shining splendour on the 
front of the latest edition of the 
glossy Gardens IBustraied, sure- 
ly their apotheosis is complete? 
Like aspidistras and giant marrows, 
they have a touch of the music ball 
about them, and even their most ar- 
dent devotees have to admit that there 
are some sulphnrously evi] yellows among 
the dahlia tribe. But there are also some 
gorgeous terracottas, such as the swirling, 
sunny ‘Hamari GoltT and the neat, rich flow^ 
ers of ‘David Howard', set against dark 
bronze foliage. 

1 can scarcely remember a year when 
dahlias have looked better. September, 
with its still, sunny days, suited them per- 
fectly. There were no high winds to snap 
them from their supports, no heavy down- 
pours to melt the petals into mush. The 
beautiful dark-leaved ‘Grenadier' is the 
best thing in our garden at the moment. 
It has the same foliage as the red-flow- 
ered ‘Bishop of Uandaff. but the flow- 
ers are double, beautifully formed and 
without the Bishop’s distracting eye. 

As anyone who listens to Gardener's 
Question Tune knows, there’s a splendid 
mystique attached to /fahlfog the disbud- 
ding, the lifting, the storing, the dusting with 
flowers of sulphur. It all sounds so rea- 
sonable, but with us Lhe storing tends to 
be followed by the things GCTdoesn't talk 
about' the shrivelling; the eating by mice. 
These kin ds of problems forced us to reap- 
praise the purist approach, and now we 
leave the tubers in the ground, well 
mulched with beech leaves. 

There are disasters associated with this 
course of action, too, but not so many as 
when we used to lift dahlias. There were 
some exceptionally cold spells last winter 
and we lost three plants, including the fine, 
spiky red cactus dahlia Alva’s Doris’. 

But leaving dahlia tubers in the ground 
is an option only if you live in the relatively 
mild south or west of the country. Any day 
now the dahlia roadshow is going to be 


brought to an abrupt end by frost. What 
do you do then if you live in adully area? 

Firet, cut down the blackened stems, 
leaving about (Sin intact, and ease the 
tubers gently out of the soil with a fork. 

off soy soil -lifting is much easi- 
er if the soil is relatively dry - and label 
the tubers as you lift. By next May , when 
you come to plant, all the tuberewffl look 

exactly the same ami, without labels, colour 

co-ordination will be a lottery- 

stand the tubers upside down to drain 
any moisture away from inside the hollow 
i ffww They should dry off within a fort- 
night. Then trim off the stems and stack 
the tubers in wooden apple bases lined with 

newspaper. When the box is full, cover the 

tubers with compost, chipped bark or \fer- 
micutite that yon have dampened very 
slightly. Stack the boxes in a dry, cool and 
frost-free place. Set mousetraps nearby. 
I find chocolate a good bait for mice. 

Dahlias are not the only plants that, 
m cold areas, need special treatment to 
get through the winter. Perennial tropae- 
ohnns, nasturtium-flowered climbers such 
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as Tropaeoium tuberosum *Ken Ariel’, also 
grow from tubers that will rot and melt 
if they are left in the ground through a 
severe winter. The tubers are yellow, mar- 
bled with purple, much more interesting 
than a dahlia’s. 

The trumpet flower is red on the out- 
side, yellow inside, held elegantly on a long 
stem. The leaves are good, too, greyish- 
green and lobed. In fact, the only problem 
with this climberzs its tender disposition. 
But its home is South America - Colum- 
bia, Ecuador, Peru - so it is not surprising 
that it doesn’t like our winters. 

When frost has knocked back the fo- 
liage, cut off the dead stems at the base 
of the plant, dear them away, and lift the 
tuber carefully with a fork. Brush off as 
much soil as you can before drying it off 
gently in a warm place such as an airing- 
cupboard. Then clean up the tuber, get- 
ting rid of any last bits of soil or dried-off 
root before storing it in a dry, frost-free 
place until planting-time next spring. 

Geraniums are also now growing in 
borrowed time, but here you need to act 
before the first frost, rather than after. Left 
to themselves in a frost-free situation such 
as a conservatory, geraniums never be- 
come dormant They just go on growing. 


If they are growing outside in pots, you 
have two options: either overwinter the 
whole plant, or take cuttings and over- 
winter those rather than the parent If 
you've got room you can do both. 

If you want to take cuttings, do it be- 
fore you lift the plants, choosing healthy 
side shoots and cutting them just above 
a leaf joint. A cutting about 3in long is 
ideal Choose shoots with no flower buds 
if you can. If you can’t, trim off the flower 
buds along with the lowest leaves. Then 
trim each cutting to just below a leaf joint 
and stick all the cuttings round the edge 
of a 5in pot of compost Do not cover. Let 
the pot soak in a saucer of water until the 
compost is damp but not saturated. Keep 
the cuttings somewhere light and frost-free 
over winter. 

Keeping the plants themselves is a 
bulkier business, and the method you use 
depends on the resources available. If 
you've got a light porch or conservatory, 
you can just bring the geraniums in, still 
in their pots, and overwinter them undis- 
turbed. Cut down on the watering, so that 
the plants just tick over, otherwise they 
will get very big and leggy. Thke off dead 
leaves and flower heads which might oth- 
erwise turn mouldy. 

If you don’t have that option, lift the 
plants before the frost gets them, shake 
the soil from the roots and cut the stems 
down to about 4in. Get rid of any leaves 
that are left ou these stems. Then cut back 
the roots by about a third. Line an apple 
box with newspaper and half fill it with 
ok) compost (the contents of a used Grow- 
bag are ideal, if you have one) or coir. 
Stack the cut-down plants in the box, close 
but not quite touching. Tip some more 
compost round them and firm ft gently 
down. Water the compost and leave it to 
drain, before storing the box somewhere 
tight and frost-free. 

When the cut-down plants begin to re- 
sprout. you can use the new growth to 
make more cuttings. Then, when frost-free 
times begin to loom again over the hori- 
zon, you can pot up the plants and give 
them more encouragement to grow. 

But that all seems a very long way away. 
Meanwhile, I've got another overwinter- 
ing problem to solve. The front border is 
edged with dumps of fat, fleshy, succu- 
lent echeverias, as big as cabbages. Some- 
how, I have to ease these out of the ground 
and get them into pots for the winter, but 
without breaking any of their juicy, spoon- 
shaped leaves. And what am I going to do 
with the baby echeverias that are clustered 
tike bantam chicks under the mother 
plant's great skirts? Leave them attached, 
or break them off and pot them up sep- 
arately? My instinct is to leave them be 
until spring. 


WEEKEND 
WORK 

Finish planting spring bedding plants such as 
wallflowers, polyanthus and forget-me-nots. 
These last make an excellent undercarpet for 
tulips, especially the dark mahogany Abu Hassan' 
or the lily-flowered ‘White Tniunphator’. 

VVfcter the plants in well. September has been 
very dry in most parts and wallflowers, 
generally uprooted from open ground for sale, 
will need help in settling into new quartets. 

dean up the ground between strawberry 
rows, getting rid of weeds and unwanted 
plants that have rooted themselves. Mulch 
between the rows with well-rotted compost or 
manure. Lilies are best planted in early 
October as soon as this year's growth has died 
down. The problem is getting bold of them. It 
suits suppliers better to dish them out in 
spring. The martagpn lily is a hardy, time 
tolerant basal-rooting species that will thrive 
in sun or shade. Plant the bulbs about four 
inches deep and nine inches apart on a sprinkle 
of sharp sand to deter underground slugs. 

CUT TINGS 

Derek Longden, of Worthing, writes in 
response to my piece about places to sit in the 
garden (Independent, 12 July). “I was dismayed 
to read you have covered your new sittmg-out 
space with beach pebbles. I believe that the 
foreshore is owned by the local authority and 
that therefore it is no more acceptable to 
collect pebbles for one’s terrace than it would 
be to take plants from the public gardens or to 
steal books from the libnuy ... On noting your 
success, readers who may not Mta 
about their sources of supply, will be inspired 
and encouraged to do similar work on 
own propel ... I should be glad if you. would 
□lease warn your readers accordingly. 

I am at fault for assuming that readers ^ 
would not take the phrase “beach pebbles as 
literally as Mr Longden. No. I haveMtbeen 
shovelling up the Chesil foreshore. The 
pebbles MR delivered in sacks ftonowtoj 
travel merchant The technical description for 
Se stuff we used is 10/6 grade pea gravel, 

available at £3.65 a 40kg sack. 

Zooming up in a lift recently, I met Chris 
Brickelifeditor of Dorling Kindersley’s tno of 
SSd Serence boob thela. 
fine A-Z Encyclopaedia of Garden Plants 

8«S£sM3» 

that are both unknown and easy to grow 


Mulch in spring with compost or leaf 
mould. The ordinaiy martagpn has dirty 
purple flowers with ginger anthers, bnt there 
is also a lovely white form. L. pyrenaicum is 
another basal rooting lily tolerant of lime, with 
greenish yellow flowers spotted with black. 

Gather late ripening apples and pears and 
store them in a cool, dry place, you can keep 
them in polythene bags with a few holes. I 
stick to wooden trays and newspaper. 

. Think about planting more fruit trees. The 
best specimens are likely to be grown in the 
open ground and wfU be lifted for delivery 
after leaf fall, usually from the first week in 
November. Cordon-trained apples are ideal 
for small gardens and make good screens 
between one part of the garden and another. 

Cut back the dying stems of herbaceous 
perennials and compost them. Do not cut 
back penstemons. These should be left until 
March. Cutting back will encourage young 
growth which could get clobbered by frost- 


outside their natural habitats. A new book by 
Brenda McLean, a Fellow at the University of 
Liverpool, tells the story of an entrepreneur 
who operated in the golden age of plant 
collecting: Arthur BuDey (1861-1942) was a 
Liverpool cotton broker who paid legendaiy 
plant-hunters from Sikkim, China and Burma. 

BuOey, a philanthropist and active Bahian, 
established many of these rare plants in his 
garden on the WirraJ, which was always open 
to the public. Later, he established a nursery 
to supply as cheaply as possible the plants that 
he grew in the garden: It is now the University 
Of Liverpool's Botanic Garden. 

Bulley, who subscribed to the first Everest 
expedition, was adept ai-getling his collectors 
into the most difficult parts of the world. 
These included Bhutan, where he sent the 
young Roland Cooper. Bulley wrote direct to 
the Maharaja of Bhutan, requesting 
permission for Cooper to collect in his 
country, idling him it was “a service to 
mankind to get the fine thing s there must be 
on the Bhutan Himalaya into the gardens of 
the. world”. The Maharajah assented and goi 
an Inverness plaid rug for his troubles. 

Ms McLean’s boot A Pioneering Plantsman , 
draws on conlemporary journals and gives an 
i nsig ht into the great collectors. It is the latest 
in the series of books on the collectors, spon- 
sored by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, the 
Royal Botanic Garden. Edinburgh, and the 
Stationery. Office who publish it. at £29. 
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EXOTIC SUPPLIES DIRECT 

THE HAIL ORDER SPECIALIST 

UdaM CM 1kg EOB9 Okg (3099 

' Mynah DIM 1kg £&« flfcg E3&50 

) Pom* HM« *M M1n g Itg BUBO Sg £30-90 

PanalnM Hand-rearing 1 kg CBM mqjCSBJn 



1kg £3-50 

sag Cn» 


3kg £399 
akgCIBBB 


Urtanal Cage Ctoan 


aoog etm sscg ci 2 .no 

BOOgCBOS 2kg £1199 

BOOgnzfiQ 

1 krEBBB 


20b (*4271^1 C*3 
20 Kj (4x2_27kg) £45 
20l> t*x2_27kg) £45 
20b f4*227kg) £A3 


HfmaringlM 5fc(2-27Vgj E14X0 
HAMringlVTC 9b CBZTtagO £1350 
HfraaringiMiB 9b (237kg) mao 
Kft*Mng22flO Sb {237kg) £13.50 

LAFEBERS 

ButfektNuM-Owria IZSre fRXgJ £S_sa 

OockaM NuM-bMim 12-Soa OWg) C3JW «D(i3shg)£iU9 

PwratNutiHMfitoB 12oz C3«ig) EB89 32Sfc <1*7kg) F109B 

NukHMniM lam (3«O0 tSM 35b {1 -SBtag) RlB-BB 


CREDIT CARD FAST ORDER HOTLINE TEL: 01227 471666 


Poal and Paddng> up to 1kg add C2-9S. up 10 9tg add £395, 
omi 5kg add £4.B6 

cheques payable to pet ltd 

EXPORT AND TRAUt ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

12 Honey Hill, Bksan, Canterbury, Kant CT2 9JP 
TEL: (01227) 471666 FAX: (01 227) 787808 


The 

Chelsea Plant 
Stand 

Natural Pine, 
complete 15 mins 
to assemble. 

Rustproof fittings 
Ready to finish 
for indoor/ 
outdoor use. 


Illustrated details from S.A. Johnson 

THE DOMESTIC PARAPHERNALIA Co 

Dept IN, Unit 15, Marine Business Centre 
Dock Rd, Lytftam, Lancs FY8 5AJ, Bigland 

Tel: 01253 736334 24 hrs. 
Fax: 01253 795191 



GARDEN VATODaKN^ 

KEEPS CATS OUT 

Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Deterence System 

by STOCK NUTRITION 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
NORFOLK, NR193BD 

01362 694957 



TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 


At test - » MM St 
Garden and Flower 
Shows nsUomrtda - Hit 
door mat that really 
worksl No mu ddy 
footprints or pawrasrfcs 
on daan floors and 


cwpatsl 

7brtt*D, 



Dht Trapper door 
mate slop (flit at tho door 
of homo, conservatory or 
car with absortwiK codon 
pile removing wet, diy and even greasy cW from shoes and 
paws- Wfth non-sAp fatex backing, they Bra fuly machine- 
washable at 40°C. AoHk m won cetom end 3 axes: 

Ufa*. OnM. UmWWMM, Fwm. Dwk &»* M Brawl. BtodMbuwi 
•75 * 50 on CIMS, ■ 7$ * 100 0*13195, -75 * 150 cm HUS 
Pt>* C2.S5 P & P pur DkL 

(Also *ralsOk) n*ft grtppemribsr tadmg Or use on papMS, - fkaew oM br 
detaXi ol dm end pricaeV 

tom; Tbrtte MU Co, S2a Khga ftoadl Ktepstoa Sumy KT2 3HT 

1,0 Tel: 0181 296 0366 

Fax: 01 81 2960360 


FRUIT PRESSES AND OtUSHERS 

Ud» jarptejad windfall 
todidBp«n,todiidte‘ 
a ni l .ik r u l id nj BBC 
GirAnro'Mrfel 

^ ££££££!? 
wine tad tjdts iwrtnM 



Pimm horn £5950 

Octal EX151X' 
‘UPUCQMOSHC&i) 



IfceWoriift 
Loraesf Bmlrated 
SoodCafafegiae 

Wiitiow 2000 Aomr and 
wgeabfe nrkfris, ladutiing 
many new sM exdiant hare 




I ltatm4MGKMi(UK)lm 
KslMMlItruiLMi 
fesanxinSHI 
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To advertise in this section 
please call the Gardening Team 
on 0171 293 2344/2323. 


TODAY’S GARDENING OFFER 


HIGH REACH 

Fruit 
Picker 

Itou can now reach and pick a» your font m ripe, luscious 
perfect condhton safely and enty from d* ground. 

The 4 lightweight (flVim) non-rust aluminium poles 
extend the unquHy designed ’mechanical hand 1 picking 
head in 3ft stages to reach even topmast fruit. 

When dos«J the 4nr head gldes easily through 
awkward branches without snagging or knocking off 
hull 

lhe 3 softly padded fingers' open Eke a hand at the pul 
of a card then dree to gently yel hold inrividual 

fruit, tf fruit is ripe for piddng, it conies off eesiiy with a 
hail twist and Eft without tugging. 

This Frait Picker hsndfes both firm and soft fruits from 
large cooking apples down to ph*n Ate. Compactly 
packs away to 3n for storage. Strong, robust 
construction tor yean of recable picking. 

Today's Gardening Offer is exceSent value at 
£19.95 + £195 p&p. 

SAVE £4 • 2 for £41 J8 did. p&p. 

PROMPT 72 HOUR DESMTOi If not completely 
satisfied return within 14 dap bra ful refund 

PHONE YOuiT ORDER NOW 

01536 720130 

MASTERCARD/VISA 

or post coupon to: 

Gardening Offer, JU5TOOLS9 (Dept HF41) 
88 Station R4 Burton Latimec 
NORTHANTS KN155JW 



Please send me □ FRUIT PKXER 
I enclose chequefP.Os far £ 
MASTERCARD or VISA ord. 
Number. 

Signature 

Name_ 

Address 


□ 2 FRUIT PICKERS 

payable to TuSSsoh* or debit my 


. Expiry Date. 


, Post Code. 


JusToob® (Dept hri }, 88 Station Rd, Burton Latimer, Northerns NNlS 5JW 

(IAdK U* W»(U ID7I0UH1 
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Red 

alert 


A report from the World 
Wildlife Fund highlights the 
fart that slack management of 
deer is resulting in the 
destruction of acres of 
Scotland’s forests. But that is 
not the only bad news; the 
now rutting red deer is diluting 
itself reports Donie/ Butler. 



Photographs; Christopher 
Jones iabo/e! arid 
Denms Avon.'Ardea inght) 


As the final stages of the red deer rut 
come to an end. Highland keepers are 
shaking their heads in sorrow. It looks 
almost certain that yei again, many of 
next year's calves will be bastards, the 
result of chance matings between na- 
tive red hinds and sika stags, originat- 
ing from the Far East. 

The result of the matings between 
the native “hill" reds and the smaller, 
greyer sikas. is unpredictable, but 


tends to be a creature halfway between 
the two in size, with a mixture of the 
two species' behavioural characteris- 
tics. No one is quite sure oF the fall im- 
plications of the process, but prophets 
of doom warn of dire consequences. 

Interbreeding presents both practi- 
cal and emotional problems. On a prag- 
matic level, sika are more damaging to 
forestry: naturally preferring woodland 
to moon browsing at a more damaging 
height, and, being much shyer, therefore 
difficult to control In addition, be- 
cause sportsuen pay handsomely for tro- 
phies, were sika genes to reduce antler 
size, it could affect a vital source of rev- 
enue in one of Europe's last wildernesses. 

On the more emotional level, hy- 
bridisation risks threatening Scotland's 
distinct “hill" deer, which are smaller 
and more at home in open ground than 
other European reds. The problem 
stems from the sikas original intro- 
duction last century, but it was not un- 
til recently that the bidden dangers 
emerged. Now an increasing number of 
the Scottish red deer herd are being 
found to have “alien” DNA. 

“The two species are distinct,” explains 
Edinburgh University’s Dr Josephine 
Pemberton, who is halfway through a 
three-year study of Scotland's deer. 
“Sika arc much smaller, and are spotted 
in summer. In addition they behave and 
sound very different.” At present, she 
says. Scottish reds can be divided rough- 
ly in two, with the A9 marking the bor- 
der between pure and hybrid. In western 
areas such as Kin tyre, crosses are com- 


mon: to the east there is little or no hy- 
bridisation -so far. Yet she adds that af- 
ter countless releases of imported 
animals by Victorian landowners hying 
to “improve'* their sport, it is doubtful 
how pure hQl deer are in reality. 

“It’s not just sika which have mixed 
with the herd,” says Andy Rinning, di- 
rector of the Deer Commission. “For 
over a century there have also been in- 
troductions of related species from East- 
ern Europe and America.” 

The clangers besetting Scotland's 
deer are not unique. “Crosses occur nat- 
urally in the wQd and there is evidence 
to show that occasionally it may be im- 
portant in species' development," ex- 
plains Mike Bruford, head of the 
conservation genetics group at Re- 
gent’s Park’s Institute of Zoology. In ad- 
dition, the injection of fresh genetic 
material can prove vital for flagging pop- 
ulations. For example, in 1900 Britain’s 
red kite population was reduced to 15 
individuals. This was recovering painful- 
ly slowly until the "fiver ties, when a soli- 
tary female was blown in by storms from 
Germany. The fresh genetic material 
revolutionised breeding success and to- 
day cumbers are healthy. 

But while scientists agree that natural 
instances of genetic mixing are perfect- 
ly acceptable, most feel that a distinc- 
tion should be drawn between these and 
the results of man's intervention. A good 
example of the latter is the ruddy duck, 
originally imported from Carolina, which 
now threatens Spam's white-headed 
duck. “The ruddy is much more ag- 


gressive, and drakes dri- „ • 

ve off white-head males 
to mate with their fe- 
males,” says the RSPB’s 
Chris Harbard. “The offspring 
look like neither parent, but 
they’re fertile and cany on the hy- ■£> 

bridising procss, so within a few W 
generations we could lose the white- ■ 
head altogether.” 1 

Mike Bruford agrees that hy- 
bridisation is an all too efficient way 
of losing a species. He explains that 
the worst problems come when one 
species has a numerical advantage t 

over another and swamps it, leading 
to the rapid loss of pure genes. j 

In Ireland, hi a matter of decades, i 

County Wicklow’s red deer have m 

blended complete Jywilh imported Jj 

sikas to produce a herd that is nei- H 
therone nor the other. But, says Dr ■ 

Emberton, there is no evidence this V 
will happen in Scotland: “Given the 1 
choice, hybrids tend to stick to their I 
own dominant genes,” she says. “So I 
where possible sika ’types' breed ei- 
ther with pure sika or other lookalikes, 
rather than red deer.” 

In any event, it is now too late to 
stem the tide. “It is questionable 
whether we should waste time and ef- 
fort hying to prevent the inevitable," 
she says. “What we can do is prevent 
damage in areas where we really can 
make a difference. For example, we 
should ban any deer releases in the ge- 
netically-isolated Outer Hebrides and all 
introductions of new species.” 






NATUR E NOTE : 

On warm evenings a few bats may still be 
seen fluttering through the dusk round 
old buildings and trees; but most have , 
already moved to the caves or disused 
mine-shafts in which they will spend - r . 

S and the rest will .depart 

now. The mechanics of bat .. 
ion are still poorly' - ■■ 

rood. The shortening of 
[hr hours seems to trigger 
nges in the creatures' 
itabofism. In the last few 
ks female greater 

■seshoe bats, for instance, 
ive swffdy accumulated a 
mss of body fat, almost . 
loubling their weight from 
about 17 to 32 grams. 

Their winter quarters 
may be up to 40 miles 
rom their summer 
>reedmg-gnoands; but once 
i female has chosen a she, . . 
she sticks t» it for life. 
Hanging upside down, she 
will hibernate in a torpor 
for a week or 10 days at a . 
time, but then emerge at 
night to fly about and get 
a drink. Only if really 
cold weather sets in 
after Christmas will she . 
stay put for longer 
periods; and if need be her 
store of body fat will carry her right 
through um i1 early May. 

Duff Hart-Dam 
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You say cycling should be effortless ... 

ZETA II SAYS 
YOU'RE RIGHT! 


A decent bike, i good road, a fine morning — and cycling's just 
what ir should be: effortless. 

But when the hills pile up. there’s a headwind blowing, and 
you're tired, cycling can he downright third uvrk. Thus when 
ZETA If makes all the difference. 

It’s a near electric drive that fits your bike, and gives you instant 
power assistance. The latest version of the highly successful ZETA 
electric power unit from Sinclair Research, it's evert easier to fit, costs 
even less, and nukes sure that cycling stays fun. 


How ZETA li works 

ZETA II consists at j rechargeable harrerv 
pack- which powers a lightweight motor 
unit over the front wheel Touch a lever, 
and the unit pivots to bring a pullcv- 
mountoi belt into Conner with the tyre. 
Press a switch, and the bdr drives the 
wheel. 

This belt system, patented by Sir dive 
Sinclair, dramatically increases drive power 
compared with a wheel-ro-cyw drive. 

When you no longer need power assis- 
tance. a flick of the handlebar switch takes 
die belt out of contact with the rvre. 

In m simple as lArt. 

The power It gives you 

Without any pedalling, ZETA II can zip 
you along at speeds up to 12.5 mph (20 
kph). And - again without pedalling - it 
will take a typical cyclist along for about 5 
miles. 

Etui most people Jo pedal, of course, 
and then ZETA D typically carries you on 
for 10 or 15 miles. 

Halls and headwinds make a differ- 
ence, bur ZETA □ soil does halt the work 
required to carry a UVaonr person ar 
8 mph up a I in 12 hilL (That's a lot 
steeper than it sounds - try it without a 
ZETA and sed) 

The scaled 12 V benny tan be 
recharged around 500 rimes, which 
means a li/e of around 5 yean. A spore 
costs ordv £30. 


£ 95.00 

+ £5.00 p&p 




ill §m v ....Mm Up? 

iM ’ J -’MM 

A tv' / ... - Mm 


Security? The motor unit b moulded 
to take a D lock or a cable lock- Too can 
unbuckle the battery bag and take it with 
you — ir"s very light. In fact, the tunny 
and bag together weigh under f. Ih. 


K. I -I 



The Ml driving the uhrcl timers hng in poiitton ” 

CREDIT CARD HOLDERS CALL 01 933 223 953 _ _ _ _ ~ 

j” Send to: Vector Services Dhision. 13 Deningten Road, 'X’rUingborougf. Northerns. SNS2 2RL. 


From Sinclair Research... 

power assistance 
for cyclists. 

How you fit your ZETA II 
ZETA II Fits almost any kind oF bike 
(even folding bikes), with a wheel 
size that (alls between 1 6 In and 27 
in. All you need is a bike spanner, 
and screwdrivers. 

You buckle your battery pack to 
the frame. 

You fit a stmt at each front hub 
and secure the motor with a bolt 
through the hole at the top o( your 
forks (or the bolt that holds your 
brakes). A handlebar clip holds the 
unit dear ol the wheel until the lever 
lowers it to make contact. 

Your bike shop can fix it for you 
but doing it yourself takes about 20 
minutes. Honestly! 

Who can use it 

ZETA If is a huge help for oonunuten 
and every-day cydbrs, parriculaHy on die 
way home, when a licrle power assistance 
is often welcome. 

Its also great for family riding, and iti 
quite legal for anybody aged over 14: no 
toad licence, tax or insurance required. 

But because the ZETA II is fun. its 
actually a product for anyone with a bike. 

Quite fimph l it odds o nets Jtmemwv 
U> cycling. 

Order your ZETA n today 

ZETA II is available only by maiL 
ami only from Sinclair Research. 

Because it 5 nor sold through shops, 
it* available at the exceptionally knv 
price of £95-00 ♦ p&p. 

Its despatched complete with 
motor unit, battery, charger, bag. 
fasteners, stays aud foil instructions. 

Its guaranteed for 12 months, and H 
you're not delighted by in performance, 
'imply return it within 30 days for .t 

foil, noojuesrions refund. 

AW aline 20 dip fin delivery 

SINCLAIR 

RESEARCH 

Vector Services Division. 

(3 Deningion Road.^eUingbomuch, 
Konhanis. NNS 2R1_ 


Please send me 


Qyy 

lion 

Price 

Iced 


Zna 11 

complcie padu 

£IO<] 



Badc-up baiuries 

£30 



J Toed order value | i j 

Price includes post and packaging. 

r , t ~ . ■ . - a v. . , * 

Ut ltw f ’ T — , 

ra^mqUbita.'wit: 


□ I endure cash/dbcque/rO made payable to Sindiir Research Lrd for 

£ or debit my □ Visa □ Mastercard credit card. Expiry date 

Card number I I r I I I .1 — I — 1 — I I — I — I — I . — I F — I — * — I — I 

Signed 


Ftaa Code 

Ddrirry address it* different from above 
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For The Man Who has Everything 
Retractable Hallmarked 
Solid Silver Toothpick 


m 


et** 6 


FREE 

Silver Locket 
value £5 RRP 
L with every order 


Delux Silver £35 or Solid Gold £145 

ALL major credit cards, switch and cheques accepted. 

Tel: 01526 354711 10 a.m. - 4.30p.m. 

Or Visit- Winyard & Green. Unit 1 . Broadwav Centre. 
Broadway. Woodhali Spa, Lines LN10 6ST 


To 

advertise in 
this section 
please call the 

Independent 
Traders 
Team on 
0171 293 
2323/2344. 





Y^f^Purchase two and get the second one at half price* 
Webbs Hanging Basket Flower Cradle 

Afl steel robust construction fiCi 

Complete with oBbradcet^fitlingselL jf\J idea j\J 

EspetmUy designed with the grovHbag in mind M L P **fr 

finished iii Node -measures 36* x12"x 12*. 

2 will only cost £58.35 |k can) usually £77.80p. 

(1 can be purchased fbr £38.90p. inc. carr) w 

Plus ff!H fflhf Feeder Bracket (worth £4.95p.) with every order 

Phone, Post, Fax order as soon as possible to avoid disappointment 

Webbs Ltd: Unil 2, 15 Station Road, Knebworth, Herts 5G3 6AP. 

Tel: 01438 814620 (24 hr) Fax: 01438 815047 
* OFFER ENDS 31st DECEMBER 1997 or until stocks are exhausted. 
- Free comprehensive brochure available 





H3TSJ5 rWMtUJOST i 

40 GmHUB. Ejrtn ImHMfe 

, w an«Hs3>5E5Tm.M* 1 


- • .‘V iKttf* * WUHLKBESI CU*M 11 I fc C<C 

I 'i 40 mtmt 4 hcOkli JW tlB « 

I ./ , va |flfi 

|l All DUSE fflT BiU«C0®»1Dt HBEOFW fflff BROCHURE OF OOP£TE IUHGE S 

1 


POSTCOC6 -■ 

CHEOUESVPOs to : QUICK & DIRECT. ! 

FREEPOST(KT4162) (B0 sany* noundl 8g3 . 
137o HIRSHAII RO.. WALTON ON THAMES. I 

SURREY KT17 18R Tat: OSKJ3-233443 livitj 



Collecting 


Not Antique 


-r^TCTTi 


mm 


IBtb b 19th Century RepJta Panuture In Solid Mahogany 
walnut, few. Birdseye Maple and other erode woods. Made to a 
standard unsu rpassed f hifi century. 

VtsB tbe factory uni Superstore sbsnroons to view 
tin Vlertds bweast dteptay of ttApw ItapBGa 


20 % +HIBEST FRE 0BHT • RB UK DBJVERT 
o ■= F AH Offers Must End 31 October 1997 


716 SCHOOL CLOSE. QUEEN ELIZABETH AVE.. I 
burgess HU, {amvou urwia ft okrtm) 1 
WEST SUSSEX RH 15 9KX 1 

Mon-Sm 9 am - 530 pm. Teb 01444 245577 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahopanv 
e\tending dining 

tables ahvays in wit a .. 

steick dvul i form ctnUquti 

. ‘Ctekhamfisttod, 

Kirki 

Library- and writing Dt4HS 63S541/63SH61 
furniture also Only n min', from 113 M4 

usually available 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 


6® U 



•LACE FREE COlOUr 
•SATIN > catalogue 
NEW DUGNS fROM IH£ Ui 
l - "-' 'Iraiarvo i.mo.v>nar Compare 
'IXp Mil*. Unit CCMeodcMrt. Wjrtc. 
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J- TELEPHONE 

01225774164 


;'V rests with Adjustamatic 

O you suffer from:- Arthritic & Rheumatic pain 
- Stiff neck • Stress/Tension 

• Poor circulation • Hiatus hernia 

• Swollen legs • Water retention 
or Respiratory problems - An 

Adjustamatic bed can transform 
the quality of your sleeping 
tStfSffSSt and waking life. 

SKSSESJ: CALL Fiona NOW FOR YOUR FREE 
ffijMHBEiSHr ‘SECRETS OF A GOOD NIGHTS SLEEP" \ j gaHgggV 
,<T: BOOKLET AND COLOUR BROCHURE \ 


•T«I» 





MORIARTTS^j 

SOLID PINE 
JTOR M3EBEDS 




1000 saff-stek Utah ■“■"J 
None, Address, S a £4.30 
any wads if to 6 fees nraaMre 

UaU|Ui>D> Bh4JGnv 

£4.80 l£5~95l £5.80 

STATIONERY 50 8' *■ 6' Pitand 
Shnli -I- 20 pUn + 50 Envelopes 
£8 95 DOUBLE PACK £12-50 

Bnaimw ir 

[Nome Tqpe^£3.5Q 

Up Id 30 knwi^prea ■ Bbck, Bed a 
fovrflhi han^ t» While 10W Mpiriw 
UK prices tadude PMt<VAT.|Ddtey 
Pkpatnl ntth order please. [14 days 
SlfcmEPHWT Ltd - Dept W • £«h Birtoo 

iranwnwi imols ■ * ii£M noisi 


MEN'S UNDIES 


\Jy Where a 

* unique service 

is now available . . . 

SEND IN YOUR SEAT COVERS NOW! 

and we will fill them with super high resilient FOAM. 

You only pay for the foam, we do the fitting FREE. 

★ Also Tailored cushion covers * 

26 HAYES STREET. HAYES. BROMLEY, 

KENT BR 27 LD 

0181 462 6565 : reeparking_oulside I 

T CINTIQUE & ERCOL SPECIALISTS i 

I Mata*no49l to 4m kmflU*i ..(rt knoanl 

I AdATO- | 

1 ^ I 


I For NEW colrAjr bmehure 
J PHTVU E . j 

1 v C0I233)35O2lV 

TABLESAFE 

HEAT RESE'SNT PROTECTION 
FORYOWIMLE^, 


Kfljgtihdi 



Transform your home outside. 


• PRICES START AT rXT. ~l fl! » [ M 

Iper window) I T V J F=^ |WjF j^| I =j | 

• COLOUR. SIZE* PRICE OPTIONS, SLj JUf f^j 1 

• 40 YEAR GUARANTEE ^ |f f Ml PM; 

laramst coVjur loss). j== " , 1 '- J 

HffiM UfcPiUAM 

Lin dm an Limited. Tower Lane. Wjrmlcy. Bristol. BSI5 ZXX 


protects your polished tatfe aWnst 
heat and sQJns. Can be reversed ttor 
use as a wring su-face. 

DeEvery 7 ID days. Write or phone 
for detrib end nmole. 

TOBLESAFE 

2* FraCMMD HAS. LONDON Mffl SE 


„ The 
Folklore 
of Birds 

Fur mux* BUenaied n binh dm 
ltw li^ninv, onlianua u» fre tmdu 
i» i Jo trhth Kinrxskj uur jumy 
heA>._ mil he a JrhehL Fix your 
FREE KmLki, )in>riv «>J a ito 
tunp i'iWh return posop; U^V 

Tru- CuiiiUtyiiJe CoUiXUunJ^ 
FREtIWsT IEX1097I S 
nji: i£z 

Fashion 


i Name 

i 

I AddrL-s: 


Unusual Gifts 


rFREE 

mmmi 

sissi \T\ 
pinsmp. 

CODE! A 



FICTION WRITERS 

Let us pubTeh, promote and 
trartel your nowl on a to* basis 
KtoAvflrti-fcto 
Ruth Hetyer, Suite H. 
Marionette Books, 

1 Hutton Close, South Church, 
Durham DL14 6Xfl England 

W ft TW 7«Si* Fir OljSf 


Enjoy using and T? VJ ¥7 \T TJ 
improving your JC IVIMl Xl 
witii^c *Vu Otritcr'WteuKde 
The French language magazine for UK readers 
bmcruihing article!, in French currcni affnirs. 
Untn.-m. jcittiiira. pl^ humtiur rrenKwoid. els. 

I ■'n.-il and tvtvim mended hy mJir. Frenvh Irachtrs. 
t ■hi - ' hi-ntumhU nwgayinc cixii.iiiw many intNl.-dron 
.'i ,iitl 4 ii-. p.miprcheiiid>.m and enj. <ymcnL 

yul’vnhe mw and native uur FUhJi pull inii 
;i STUW GUIDES 
-'ll 12-monUi vBbsrriplhai: £15. tin 

si -da "l&e Otcpw-'TftcuuAc 

au^isi WliEFOST. M.\ PI 1(1 1. 

— — MaidMnnc SiLl^VHR 


gjrwbigfl ariiva txtd Ip®, 
?lM’-l«r.Sa a 4N* n w§ 
hn i«lj. Ec^ lot ptsouQ 
SsKifo&pni 
REMEMBER WHEN : 
520 Pnriej Way, is ^ 
CroyikeLBOJRE 


»raSE15« 




oMOtKtMesft. 

Sandworedfcra 
wtvwyRftteSsand 
gSS tooMBEa shins haw. 
ju- | Sijte sMtWng, Wo 
bunamoMi braad 
WEfl podtctiBrKt abox 

” pteahishajL frNwjL 
mm Botde.Mne^BU.WMkk ' 
NaU.Rqnf.Piopla.Bdgs 
and tad Bub, Color tias S IWJ 
MfFILIwnHJirn' 
24 HOUR ORDER & 
BROCHURE HOTUBS 

0171 2743387 

■WWW Dps N 33 . FREBTOT, ' 

roBra343Z.LcnaonSESSBR 

»— Bureau taoSMB 
COWNEC- 

nuN groan soqtdnad dross Ubb 
anall) featured in the Indegefl- 
omt magazine an me 27V S*p- 
fanfa w: WWng to oftar mare then 
™ p™«. Phone oiai &20097U. 

Classified 
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continues on 
page 16. 
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Back from the grave - and into the land of ice 


No one has ever driven a team of 
dogs 6,000 miles across Alaska. 
Now a young woman is to 
attempt the trip, to celebrate her 
recovery from cancer. 

If you warn to see courage personified, take 
a look al Wendy Smith, who on Tuesday 
set off for Alaska to make the fust com- 
plete transit of the North American con- 
tinent under husky power. A strongly-built 
\ Englishwoman of 35. with an attractively 
* gentle voice, she is now al Bird Creek, near 

Anchorage, training her dog teams for the 
6.000- mile marathon: but the fact that she 
is alive at all represents an extraordinary 
triumph, as much of determination and will 
power as of modem medicine. 

In 1986, at the age of 24, she joined the 
army and rose to become a captain, assis- 
tant adjutant of 49 Field Regiment, serv- 
ing in Germany. Then, in 1988, she was 
diagnosed as having Hodgkin's disease - 
cancer of the lymphatic system. Swelling 
lymph nodes filled the space between her 
heart and lungs, and pushed up into her 
neck. 

Until that moment she had been prodi- 
i giously fit, running for the army, caving, 
playing badminton, and devoting six to eight 


hours a day to physical training. Sudden- 
ly she was faced with a ghastly regime of 
chemotherapy, for which she travelled 
back and forth between her home in Swin- 
don and the Queen Elizabeth military hos- 
pital in Woolwich. 

In an attempt to defy reality, she con- 
tinued to run a two-mile circuit round a lake 
near borne. At first she could manage three 
laps-ax miles: then 
she could do only 
two, then one. Fi- 
nally, balf-way 
round the first lap. 
she collapsed. “J got 
real jitters there by 
the water,” she re- 
calls, “because I had 
to admit to myself, 
for the first time, that my body was in big 
trouble.’' She was on the ground for 20 min- 
utes, “having a good think”, before she man- 
aged to drag herself home. 

Like countless other cancer patients, she 
found that the treatment made her feel 
sicker than the disease, and reckoned the 
ordeal the worst she has ever bad to face: 
“] lost my hair, my appearance, my fitness, 
my energy. I bad moments of terrible de- 
pression.” The nadir came when agonis- 
ing abdominal pains were diagnosed as an 


Infection in the gut: for a week her family 
thought she was dying, and so did she. 

She began to dream about her own fu- 
neral: “What surprised me was the fact that 
I was so cheerful. I was looking up out of 
the grave, and 1 kept making these quips 
about what a dreadful hat so-and-so had cm." 

Nevertheless, her regime became so ap- 
palling that there were moments when she 
felt that dying would 
be the easiest option. 
The “first chink of 
light” came when she 
read the jockey Bob 
Champion’s account 
of how he had beat- 
en cancer and fought 
back to win the 
Grand National. She 
found it inspiring that another immensely 
physical person had survived the disease. 

After nine months a sudden, unexpected 
recovery set in, and doctors pronounced 
her cured Scared that the cancer might re- 
turn, and that she might not have much 
time left, she resigned her commission six 
months early and joined Outward Bound 
as an instructor. 

To find out whether her body would do 
the things she wanted it to, she ran a half- 
marathon within a month of leasing hos- 


pital, went on a couple of mountaineering 
courses, and travelled widely. She led treks 
in the Borneo jungle, and, becoming fas- 
cinated by TE Lawrence, followed one of 
his routes across the southern Jordanian 
desert on camels. The journey took place 
during Ramadan, and she and her com- 
panion neither ate nor drank during day- 
light hours. She recalls, “Climbing 
mountains in that climate, without drink- 
ing. produces a steep learning curve." 

In the past three years she has led treks 
in Morocco, the Pamirs, the Caucasus and 
Nepal gaining the confidence to set up ar 
expedition of her own. It was a chance sight- 
ing of huskies on televison that derided her. 
The dogs seemed to her “to combine ad- 
venture with speed, excitement, the wilder- 
ness and winter scenery - also to give the 
chance of an intimate relationship with an- 
other species’’. 

She first went to Alaska in the winter 
of 1993-94, working for free at a kennels 
where she fed, mucked out and repaired 
equipment - but also, from her first day, 
trained huskies. Next winter, 1994-95. she 
went out again, this time to train young, dogs 
for Rick Swenson, five limes winner of the 
Iditarod - the premier long-distance husky 
race. Swenson has ultra-modern kennels, 
housing 250 dogs, at Two Rivers, west of 


Fairbanks, but Wendy chose to go off on 
her own. with a small pack, to a cabin “in 
the middle of nowhere". With no road, no 
communications, no electricity and no 
water, she learnt to look after herself and 
her charges the hard way. in temperatures 
often 40°F below zero. 

Now. for her great trek, she has been 
sold or given 20 Alaskan huskies by some 
of the world's leading mashers (drivers). 
After 10 days' training in Alaska, she and 
her four-man hack-up team will drive 
eastwards in their truck, covering much of 
their route in reverse. 

The starting-point of the trek will be 
Searsport. on the coast of Maine, whence 
they will set off on 15 November. The first 
part of the route will be on din tracks, with 
Wendy - the sole musher - driving from 
a three-wheeled rig built for her by ap- 
prentices at Delta Training in Birmingham. 
As soon as enough snow is lying, she will 
transfer to a sledge, which will be much 
faster. The Canadian police have stipulated 
that she must have two snow-machines out, 
one ahead and one behind, to warn oth- 
er snow-machiners that there are dogs on 
the go. 

Whenever no trail exists, one of the team 
will forge ahead, breaking a new track. At 
night the whole party will camp on sites 


snow-shued out beside the trail or road. Af- 
ter a slow start. Wendy is hoping to aver- 
age 50 miles a day. and in complete the 
route in six months. Because she will need 
a lot of fat. to keep out the cold, she will 
have every excuse for indulging her one se- 
rious gastronomic weakness - for mayon- 
naise and bacon sandwiches. 

“We won'I hit true wilderness till wcgcl 
In Whitehorse, in the Yukon,” she predicts. 
“That's when the real adventure will start. 
We'll trawl the final 2.000 miles down the 
Yukon River, on the ice, and the temper- 
ature may hit 70 below." From previous vis- 
its she knows that the Yukon is “some 
mammoth river", a mile wide, with banks 
in places 400ft high. 

As she left England, she professed her- 
self undaunted by the physical hazards 
ahead. The only thing that frightens her is 
the possibility that she may fail. 

Bui she has every' intention of suc- 
ceeding. Naturally, she warns to become the 
first person to make the crossing; hut, far 
more than that, she is determined to show 
the world that cancer is not invincible, and 
to lighten other sufferers’ darkness by 
“putting out a stunning image of survival". 

Funds an still needed to finance the expe- 
dition. Call 01 865 863391 for further details. 


DUFF 

HART-DAVIS 


Treasure of the birch forest 


This autumn, conditions are 
particularly good for 
mushrooms. Daniel Butler offers 
a guide to finding the tasty 
cep, or ‘porcino*. 

Photograph: John MillerfGPL 

Britain's woods at this time of year 
are full Of gold. Across the country 
wild fungi, worth £15 a kilo whole- 
sale and up to £40 retail, are thrust- 
ing their way through pasture and 
leaf mould. Given this largesse, there 
for the taking, one might expect a 
miniature repeat of the Klondike. 
Certainly that is the situation across 
the Channel, where every weekend 
the woods are alive with townsfolk 
collecting fungi of every conceivable 
shape, size and colour, both for their 

own use and for sale. 

Things are different here, bowev. 
er. ft seems that the British have an 
innate distrust of wild fungi Most of 
us believe the only good mushroom ts 
one which sits safely on the super- 
market shelf, neatly wrapped in ding 
film and blue plastic. 

This is pity, because Bntam s 
mild, wet climate is ideally suited to 
many of the most delicious species 
yf edible fungi, and this autumn con- 
litions are particularly good- Sep- 
;ember, for example, saw a record 

wpofeeps (I picked weUoveoO 

dlos in four one-hout 

vas iust the “fiis* flush . and the Oc- 


tober rains should trigger another 
burst of activity. 

Tb take up mushrooming, essen- 
tially all you need is a good field 
guide. Novices, though, almost al- 
ways make the mistake of collecting 
far too much. The result is that when 
they try to identify the two dozen 
species in their basket, the process 
takes hours, with the majority of Ihe 
haul remaining in the “not sure" 
pile. Of those identified with ab- 
solute certainty, the chances are that 
none will be edible. 

A far more sensible introduction 
is to search for just one particularly 
edible type. At this time of year this 
might be chanterelles (on gently 
sloping mossy banks beneath oak, 
chestnut or beech), parasols (in 
rough unimproved pasture) 
or, best of ail, ceps 
(along damp wood- 
land edges and 
hedgerows). 

The last. Boletus 
edutis - sometimes 
known by its Italian 
name of porcino - is the 
perfect beginner's mush- 
room. Not only is it one of 
the best-tasting species of 
wild fungi, but it b relatively 
common and completely un- 
mistakable, and when the 
ceps began to “flush”, the crop 
from a small area can be phe- 
nomenal. 

Although ceps vary tremen- 



dously in size (from a couple of 
inches to more than a foot in 
height), even beginners should have 
no trouble with identification. Most 
obviously, they have spongy gills to- 
tally unlike those of any shop- 
bought button mushroom, which are 
white at first before gradually turn- 
ing yellow. As for shape, they- have a 
bulbous cap silling on lop of a thick, 
smooth stalk which is pale aad 
streaked faintly with fawn (avoid 
any hmt of red). Meanwhile, Ihe 
colour of the cap can vary from a 
pale cafc-ou-leut to a dark chocolate. 
There is only one mushroom, the 
brown birch bolete, which can seri- 
ously be confused with a cep, and 
this is also edible (if not so good). 

The mushroom is nor- 
mally found along 
woodland edges and 
hedgerows. Ac- 
cording lo the 
guides, it prefers 
deciduous trees, 
but ray best, spots 
are all on mossy 
banks below Norway 
spruce plantations. Dis- 
used railway lines are 
another excellent place 
to begin looking -as 
are golf courses. 

“There’s a bit of a 
knack finding them at 
first,” say's Clive Houl- 
dcr. Britain’s only full- 
time wild mushroom 


gatherer and dealer. “But once 
you’ve spotted your first, you’re 
away - it doesn’t take long to tunc 
your eyes m." 

Those who don’r yet have the 
knack, however, might take comfort 
from a fungi course. Many wildlife 
trusts run autumn forays - two- or 
three-hour walks with a local mycol- 
ogist who will point out interesting 
species and give lessons m identifica- 
tion. For more information, contact 
your local wildlife trust or the na- 
tional headquarters in Lincoln on 
01522 544400. 

Such forays rarely focus on edible 
species, however, and many conser- 
vation bodies frown on widespread 
harvesting - particularly on nature 
reserves. More can be learned on 
one of the growing number of resi- 
dential courses around the country, 
usually based around the skills of one 
expert One of the most experienced 
of these is Dr Patrick Harding, a my- 
cologist at Sheffield University who 
runs weekend courses. 

Typically, these start on a Friday 
evening with a slide show and lec- 
ture. Next morning there Is a talk on 
collection techniques, then a three- 
hour foray. After lunch, the results 
of the hunt are laid out in family 
groups, followed by a talk on edible 
species. On the Sunday he concludes 
with a talk on the folklore associa- 
tions. For details, send an sae to Dr 
Harding at 36 Marshall Road, 
Sheffield SS OGN, 
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Corkscrew Hazel 

This slow growing shrub, height 8-T after 
10 years, owes its name to its fascinating 
twisted branches. It bears a mass of beautiful 
yellow cascaSng cafldns In winter andspritg. 
Branches are often used in ornamental I lower 
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Go with 
the flow 


If the idea of abseiling down 
a waterfall appeals to you, 
try canyoning. Eric Kendall 
reports on a cold, wet, 
terrifying sport ... that’s 
totally addictive. 


The rope is taut, water is tugging at 
your ankles and the cliff edge under 
your feet is like greased Ttflon. 
There’s only one way to go, and that's 
down. 

Welcome to canyoning. If yon 
ever fancied ihe thrills of caving while 
still being able to admire the view, 
this is the answer. Simply follow the 
course of a small river, coping with 
natural obstacles along Lhe way, 
from boulders and deep pools to 
rapids and waterfalls. 

- The inevitable cold of the water 
takes your breath away, but it’s the 
first big drop that concentrates the 
mind for all but habitual abseQers. 
Being lowered off a diff is even worse 
when you're shin-deep in water, 
near a thundering torrent which 
will soon engulf you. 

And that's the nub of it: this is a 
full-on experience. No extra batter- 
ies or qualifications are required, be- 
yond the most basic level of fitness 
and a willingness to step into the void. 
R>r novices, aD the tricky stuff is dealt 
with by the guide. 

When the water hits, you can't 
think of anything else. Having a riv- 
er empty its contents down the back 
of your neck while you dangle help- 
lessly on a rope is shocking, exhila- 
rating, violent Now tbe unlikely 
process of erosion carving gorges 



.White riot; no quafifications - 
axe requIred forcanyoningj lRit 
you must be prepared td step 
into a void 

photograph! Nigel Shepherd ;- : - - 


sluice you along. You still appreci- 
ate the forces involved; but this 
tiiTM* they propel you rather tharibal- 
ter you. You don't even need to be . 
a good swimmer to go for a walk in 
a river - so go and find outwhal wa- 
ter's really made for. 


Who to canyon with ■ - 

Nigel Shepherd (01286 872393) ; 
gfiidfis canyoning trips at home and 
abroad 

Craft na Caber (01887 830588), 
Kenmore, Scotland rims a local trip/ 
Canyoning in Britain is often 
mixed with other activities-; biking, 
walking, rirmhmg - since the sections 

of river that can be tackled are ret 
ativetysborL • ' i : 

Various operators run adventure 
sport holidays that include canyons 
ing in the Alps and Spain: Thfl Sto- 
ries (01932 252002); Alp Active. 
(01223 568220); Plus Travel (0171- 
. 259 1099); High Tra* (01433 670186). 


through granite and splitting moun- 
tain ranges becomes comprehensi- 
ble, even obvious. 

Given their combination of melt- 
water and vertical drops, the Alps 
are ideal for canyoning. Spain is also 
riddled with good terrain and has 
the perfect dimate; the UK's small- 
er mountains mean shorter sections 
of appropriate river, which is no bad 
thing for first-timers. Wales, the 


Lake District and Scotland all pro- 
vide opportunities. Wherever you 
go, a bit of rain upstream can 
change conditions from tame to sui- 
cidal in a few hours, so be prepared 
to change your itinerary at short no- 
tice. 

With a bit of experience some 
routes will be within reach of 
competent climbers, whose ahsefling 
abilities will come in handy - con- 


trolling your own rate of descent 
rather than being lowered, sack-of- 
potato-like, is noL only more re- 
warding but ensures the guide can't 
leave you spinning on the end of the 
rope for everyone’s amusement, dri- 
ven like a turbine by tbe relentless 
flow of battering water. 

But for most people canyoning 
will remain a professionally accom- 
panied adventure. Fast-flowing wa- 


ter and tricky terrain make safety tbe 
paramount isue, and then there's the 
required equipment: wetsuits and 
climbing gear in an alpine gorge 
make you look like Jacques 
Cousteau on the set of The Eiger 
Sanction; in milder climates light- 
weight, East-drying outdoor dothing 
is adequate; climbing gear is still es- 
sentiaL 

Footwear is critical: staying up- 


right on submerged boulders will re- 
duce the day's pain levels signifi- 
cantly. Water sports shoes such as 
Salomon's Exydro provide fierce 
grip and drain freely once out of the 
water. Drybags are essential for 
cameras and other precious cargo. 

Gender variations are, of course, 
available, cutting out or skirling 
round tbe sheer drops and making 
the most of natural aqua-zooms to 


What to take - 

Climbing gear - helmet, harness, 
ropes, etc - available from climbing 
shops. Given the battering this gets, 
it’s probably best to go with an or- 
ganised group where equipment is 
supplied; the same goes for wetsmts. 

For footwear and dothing, by 
specialists such as Ellis Brigham 
(0171-240 9577) and Snow & Rock 
(0171-937 0872). Water sports boots 
are ideal; trainers will do. Lowe 
Alpine's Dryflo T-shirts and long 
johns have extra warmth and quick- . 
drying properties. Lightweight wa- 
terproof clothing won't keep you diy 
but will reduce wind c hill. Avoid cot- 
ton dothing - it stays wet 


GAMES 


BAWN O’BEIRNE RAN E LAG H 
DON’T JUNK IT -USE IT 




For readers new to the “Don't Junk It - 
Use It” concept, this is the column that 
justifies your decision never to throw 
anything away. For older readers, the first 
line of today’s design may help to explain 
what I have been doing for lhe past few 
months. 

1. First, drink 172 bottles of wine, 
having taken care when extracting their 
corks (ideally with a “butler’s friend” type 
of cork fork), and assemble the corks. 

2. Drill holes through their centres. 

3. String tbe corks together in lines. As 
corks come in different sizes, check to 
ensure your lines are all the same length. 
Leave a little space between each pair of 
corks and put a figure of eight knot at 
each end of the line to stop the corks 
sliding off. 

4. Using fresh pieces of string, tie 
double half-bitches between the corks to 
tie the lines together. 

5. Untie the figure-of-eight knots and 
attach a siring border to the outside of the 
mat, as plain or fancy as you wish. 



The cork cork-mat; a combined 
bathmat, foot massager and excuse for 
wine-drinking 


WIN A 

SCULPTURE PUZZLE 



Computer-scanned and 
sliced. Sculpture Puzzles, 
from the Really Useful 
Games Company, really do 
bring a new dimension to 
jigsaws. The latest addidon 
to their catalogue - timed 
to coincide with the 
release of an enhanced 
version of the Star Wars 
video, is a dark and 
threatening bust of Darth 
Vader, as seen above, 

□early completed tty Emily 
Shield of Ascot, 
encouraged tty her father, 

David. 

We have one copy of 
this attractive Sculpture 
Puzzle to give away to the 
reader who can come up 
with the funniest anagram 
of “Darth Vader Sculpture”. Entries should be sent to: Sculpture Puzzle, 
Saturday Games, The Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL. closing date 20 October. 


PANDORA ME LLY 
GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


Richard Meade, 58, triple Olympic 
three-day event gold medallist 


Dogs like to play games, and if it's all 
done in a light-hearted way, then they 
thoroughly enjoy it. Our terrier puppy’s 
game is to come and grab your hand, 
then she wants to be chased until she 
rolls over and lets you dribble her like a 
football. It’s great fun. 

We have a lurcher and a labrador, 
and their games are very different 
Lurchers love chasing things, which is 
what they’re bred to do. Ours is perfectly 
normal in daylight but at night she 
behaves like a mad thing, and given tbe 
opportunity she'll rush out of the door in 
full cry. They’re poachers' dogs, used for 
working after dark. 

The last one we had was a gentle dog, 
but if any of the family were having a 
water-fight or something, he'd get quite 
steamed up about it and you had to be 
very careful that he didn't try to join in 
and bite somebody, which he’d then very 


much regret; and which we’d rather 
regret too. 

Labradors are wonderful with 
children, and do not mind being 
clambered over, but I'm careful not to 
play silly games with ours because she's 
got a serious job of work to do. If you 
have gun-dogs, it's important to keep 
that side of things separate, and do 
nothing that in any way conflicts with 
their job as retrievers. 

If you're consistent in your approach 
to dogs, then they respond tremendously 
well and will understand the difference 
between work and play. The analogy 
between children and animals is useful: 
both want to feel confident and secure 
and to have a structure to their lives, so 
it's important not to make fools of them, 
or do silly things that undermine their 
roles. But they must have fun. 


Stray and unwanted dogs and cats may be 
handed in at the Dogs ’ Home Battersea at 
any time (01 71-738-8759). 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


Michael Adams has been having 
one of the best performances of 
his career in Tilburg over the 
past couple of weeks. He has, in 
tbe past, scored some fine first 
places in events of mixed 
strength, but his undefeated 
score of 6^12 points from 10 
games in Tilburg, in a field that 
includes the world's top two 
players and full supporting cast, 
is outstanding. 

In the 10th round, Adams 
improved his standing with a 
quick win against the top French 
player, Joel Lautier. Adams's 
unpre tenuous choice of opening 
led some observers to believe 
tbat he was willing to settle for 
a quick draw, but his early 
exchange of queens left him 
with a slight, nagging pressure 
that Lautier was unable to throw 
off. 

Generally, if White enters an 
endgame in this type of Sicilian 
position, he does not want his 
pawn on f4 where it may be a tar- 
get, or at least weaken White's 
potential control of the central 

white squares. On this occasion, 
however, Adams had apprec- 
iated some delicate features of 
the position. 

After 8.Nxd4, his threat of 
Nh5 persuaded Black to play a6, 
after which White's develop- 
ment of his bishop to g2 put the 
black Q-side under pressure. 
The crucial moment came with 
17 Ne 2 (see diagram), unblock- 
ing the d-ffle and preventing 
Black from castling. Happy that 
his bishop was at last free to 
advance without being captured 



tty the knigfat, Lautier rushed out 
with 17._Bb5? (any of Bf6, Bc5 
or Bc8 would be better) and 
found himself in trouble after 
lS.Bd4! 

The double threat of 19.Bxg7 
or 19.Be5 forced 18...f6, when 
19.b3! ted to acute embarrass- 
ment. After I9_.Nc5 20.Bxc5 
Black must lose either a pawn 
after 20_.Rxc5 21.Bxb7 or a rook 
after 20..J3xc5 2LRd8+. 

Lautier tried to muddy the 
waters with 19...Bb4, but Adams 
ended with a clean kflL 23—g6 
24JBxf6 or 23~Ke7 24.BC5+ is 
fatal. 


White: Michael Adams 
Black: Joel Lautier 


Ie4c5 
2 Nc3 e6 
3f4d5 
4Nf3dxe4 
5 Nxc4 Be7 
6d4 csd4 


13 BO Bd7 

14 0-0-0 Rc8 

15 Rd2 Rc7 

16 Rhdl Na4 

17 Nc2 Bb5 

18 Bd4f6 


7 Qxd4 Qxd4 19 b3 Bb4 
S Nxd4 a6 20 bxa4 Bxd2 


9 Be3 Nd7 
10g3 Ngf6 

11 Bg2 Nxe4 

12 Bxe4 Nc5 


21 Rxd2 Bxa4 

22 Nc3 Bc6 
23Bh5+ resigns 
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ACROSS 


down 


Horse’s pace (6) 

Frail (5) 

Light amplification de- 
vice (5) 


9 Doubter (7^ 


10 Sculpture 

11 Mail (4) 

12 Tree (3j 

14 Banner (4) 

15 18th centuiy queen (4) 
18 Health resort (3) 

21 Cereal crop (4) 

23 Adult (5-2) 

25 Mosque tower (7) 

26 Change (5) 

27 Recess (5) 


Cotton doth (6) 
Breathing aperture (7) 
Personal ornaments (8) 
Drink (4) 

Proportion (5) 

Sailing vessels (6) 
Custom (5) 

13 Hard wood (8) 

16 Uninterruptedly (34) 

17 Widespread (6) 

19 Gemstone (5) 

20 Greek city state (6) 

22 Costume (5) 

24 At liberty (4) 


2S Short sight (6) 

SoMitra to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

AOtOSSr l Belle. 4 Evuig (Belying). 10 Jupiter, 11 Laler. 12 Covpu, 
13 found. lSOjle. 17 Oder, ly Reign. 22 Guts. 25 Batsmen. 27 Tac- 
*■ 29Ttraon. 30 Unarmed. 31 AtcoL 32 Nvlon. DOWN: 2 Emptv.3 Lct- 

Tr >^' y ° rcU ' 14 Pen- 16 1 Ur^c. is 
Isthmus. 20 Estuaiy. _ I Abate, 23 Undue. 24 SluUv. 26 Mango. 28 Camen. 


East-West game; dealer East 


North 

41098543 
S’ none 
0876 
♦A K 6 3 


West 


East 

♦ 72 


♦ none 

<?J 10 3 


tfAK9S642 

OAQ 103 


0 J 9 4 

♦J 9 8 2 

South 

♦ AKQJ6 
<7075 
0K52 

♦ Q4 

♦ 1075 


This deal proved a valuable addition to my stock of 
hard luck stories. South planned the play intelligently, 
but he was misled by an even more intelligent 
defence. 

East opened Three Hearts, South ovcrcalled with 
Three Spades and North raised directly to the slam. 
West led IS against Six Spades and declarer ruffed 
his three losing hearts on the tabic, coming to hand 
each time with a tramp. 

Prospects did not look good: East, marked with 
!A,K, could hardly hold # A as well after his pre-emp- 
tive opening. However, South saw that he could bring 
pressure to bear on Wfest if he held four or more dubs 
as well as #A. South played off his last three trumps. 
If West had come down to four clubs and #A alone, 
declarer planned to lead a low diamond from hand 
to establish his king. 

Thinking ahead. West saw the danger. He had al- 
ready parted with #3 on the third tramp and his next 
two discards were carefully chosen. He threw 22 and 
followed with #Q. Convinced that West had start- 
ed with five clubs and that #A was now bare. South 
led #2. 

To his chagrin, he lost two diamond tricks and 
found that he could have taken four dub tricks for 
his contract. 





U 14 15 16 17 18 IS 20 21 22 23 24 
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At first glance Black’s position here does not look as if he can 
take a double from White, and in the cbouette from which this 
position was taken, three of the team passed when doubled. One 
brave man took. He promptly escaped his back man with a 65, v - 
and White missed the shot and had to pass the subsequent re- 
double. But who was right? 

Black has two things in his favour. He leads in the race by 51 
pips and he still has a four-point board. However, if he can’t es- > 
ape his back man, the racing lead will become meaningless and ' 
“* fragile home board will quickly deteriorate - he may even be 
forced to expose a second blot. There are many sequences where 

Whitt wUJ have lost his market by his nen turn, so the double - 
here is mandatory. 

Has Black got enough winning variations to give him a take?!' 
Hts plan is to escape his back man and not get hit. On each roll 7 1 
he will have a 30 per cent chance of throwing a six and escaping 
from White s home board. If he hasn’t escaped within three rolls 
h . c to find himself , either behind a six-point prime dr oit 
the ter feeing a closed board. When White moves a man from 
his 21-pomt into the outer boards. Black can gain time by point-- . 
ing on the remaining man, or by picking and passing (hitting and 
moving die blot to safety). v ^ 

The answer to all of this is that Black will in fact win from thar 

poauon ^percent of ttetimtx giving him a reasonably comfortable 

lake, ir tbe spare man on his five-point were on his two-point he 
would have a borderline take, and if both the spare menbnhfe 
ant l SK -P°™ L were on his one- and two-points he would then 
haw to drop. The flexibility provided Ity those two men in the ora- . 
mal position turns out to be critical. This is an excellent bench- 
mark position for “one man back” problems - file h for future 
use. 


m 


%!t 
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An eye 
for an eye 


To help turn holiday snaps into Magnum 
masterpieces, Andrew Hasson (above), a 
professional behind the lens, brings the 
range of courses for amateurs into focus. 


It s a task that usually takes only a fraction of a sec- 
ond, yet the results of taking one photograph can be 
magicaL Sometimes, even the memory of a lost pho- 
tograph can evoke a multitude of emotions. I’m lucky 
enough to earn a living taking pictures, but for some 
it‘s a hobby they just want to be better at 

Many years ago, while working as a photographer 
on a local paper. I was asked to teach a six-week evening 
course. I had no previous teaching experience but I 
quickly found out what my pupils really wanted. They 
didn’t, of course, intend to photograph war, celebri- 
ties and semi-naked girls. They didn't want to be pro- 
fessional photographers. And they weren’t interested 
in carrying around heavy equipment. They wanted a 
photograph to look like they thought it did through 
the viewfinder. They wanted pictures of their families 
and friends that wouldn't induce groans of “Oh no, 
here we go again, hurry up". And they wanted to be 
on holiday, or on a day out, and take pictures that would 
serve as more than memory joggers. - 

My own advice is fairly straightforward. For Jand-. - 
scapes, first of all take your picture of the view, then 
move to a different position and try again. Get down 
on your knees or tty to get a bit of extra height -stand 
on a rock, perhaps, or a chair. Thke the view with plen- 
ty of sky, then try it with hardly any. Shoot lots and 
make sure the pictures are sharp. 

Fora portrait, check that the settings on the camera 
and flash are coned before asking your subject to hold 
still. If you spend a lot of time messing around with 
knobs and dials you'll end up with a picture of some- 
one looking bored and fed up. My golden rule is that 
it doesn’t matter what else is in focus as long as the 
subject's eyes are sharp. If you're taking pictures of 
children, get down to their level. 

Lastly, when you get your pictures back, from be- 
ing developed, pluck up the courage to throw awry the 
ones that aren’t any good. They’ll only gather dust and 
get in the way of your best achievements. If yon get 
back from holiday with just a few excellent pictures, 
then show them off — and them only. ‘ 

And these days you can learn how to take better 
pictures by actually going on holiday. From Wales to 
the Peruvian rainforest, photography holiday^ come 
in many shapes and sizes. 

Phfl Parish Photography (01945 585052) in Wisbech 


has one- and two-day workshops for complete novices 
(with use of a black-and-whiLe darkroom). Prices range 
from £45. Accommodation is available nearby and there 
are some facilities for disabled people. 

Acorn Activities, of Hereford (01432 830083), of- 
fers a two-day course, with an on-site studio, processing 
facilities and “use of the latest equipment". As well 
as the disciplines of landscape and portrait, the 
course also covers “dramatic action" photography. Tu- 
ition costs £100 and there is a choice of nearby farm- 
house or hotel accommodation, from £22 and £32 
respectively. 

HF Holidays, based in London (0182-905 9556), will 
take you to areas of outstanding natural beauty 
across the country (some walking is involved here). In 
the evenings discussions are held with knowledgeable 
and enthusiastic “leaders". Prices start at £320 for sev- 
en nights. 

The Field Studies Council has several centres in Eng- 
land and Whies, concentrating mainly on landscape and 
nature photography. The conndl also runs an under- 
water week in Pembrokeshire in August, a black-and- 
white course at Flatford Mill in Suffolk and, 
intriguingly, a course in photographing fungi in Shrop- 
shire. Prices range from £250 per week, full board. 
Weekend courses are also possible. 

The same organisation also offers tuition abroad, 
for those with a little more experience and larger bud- 
gets, The overseas programme has more specialised 
teaching and concentrates on wildlife. Destinations in- 
clude foe Alps, foe Pyrenees, New Hampshire and 
Spitsbergen. Last year’s 18-day trip up the Amazon 
was priced at £3,980, while a fortnight in the Peruvian 
rain forest was £1,990. 

Photo Travellers (01483 425448) in Godaiming op- 
erates holidays “designed by photographers, for pho- . 
tographers”. The programme varies annually, featuring 
destinations “freon foe Azores to Zanzibar". Prices 
range from a modest £495 for a spring break in Cyprus, 
to foe rather deeper pocketed £3.295 which will give 
you access to the wildlife of the Falkland Islands. 

None of the companies featured here had hard- 
aiKkfesLreqninraents for equfomenL Liz Ballard, trav- 
el director ofPboto Travellers, said “Some people come 
with compact cameras, and others with masses of lens- 
es, it makes no difference. We try to help them see a 
potential picture that they wouldn’t otherwise have 
noticed. The equipment isn’t that important" 

Photographers with masses of experience -your tu- 
tors and posriMjy your fellow holidaymakers- can make 
that pleasurable 125th of a second last you a lifetime. 
You’ll have a holiday to change the way you see your 
holidays. 



Seal, photographed by David Samfisom for portraits, it doesn't matter what else is in focus, so long as the eyes are sharp 


Where the riverbank is wallpaper 


Kfls peace youYe after, 
insider the village of 
slmscott, in the upper 
laches of the Thames, 
ve Fewins explores the 
uddy source of William 
orrises inspiration. 

e were not expecting to be con- 
inted with skies of Hast Anglian 
3 portions in a comer of Oxford- 
ire. However, fois was the rather 
note corner of foe county near 
chlade, where it meets Glouces- 
shire and Wiltshire. The roads are 
use here, reflecting the fen-like 
tore of foe countryside, and the 
Ids are large and flat, 
the area was even more mac- 
Sible in William Morris day. The 
at arts and crafts pioneer had 
m what tie called “the old house 
foe Thames" in a dream, and 
morally made Kelmscott Manor 
country home for foe last 25 


sine. 

jut on our walk to try to 
ie of the qualities of thfe 
h of countryside, whit* 
>rred to as his “earthly 

(elmscott village is a coi- 
few cottages and farm- 
. i a Jnrflft 


ol tnem eiwusc » 

of paddocks, doses and 
w back gardens, all sur- 


r a stxaggnug — 

: for comer of foe vtflage 
itt Manor, a fewyards up 
J trade leading to foe 

DCS. There are no shops. 


But there is a pub that provides am- 
ple sustenance, as we were to dis- 
cover at the end of our walk. 

We parked near The Plough 
and set off along a marked trade. Wfe 
passed two cottages on bm left, then 
the track met a field, ai which 
point we turned sharp left along a 
field path, again clearly marked, that 
led directly to foe Thames. 

Be prepared for a surprise here. 
The first small footbridge is over a 
drainage channel that one might at 
first mistake for foe -stripling 
Thames. At the Ear end of foe next 
field a for grander sight awaits you 
— a new and rather splendid. foot- 
bridge that spans the river. It is of 
height, so that the cabin caus- 
ers that frequent this part of the riv- 
er in summer can pass beneath it 

We did not cross foe bridge. In- 
stead we took foe towpafo - you 
cannot miss it, as the Thames Path 
follows foe north bank of the river 
at this point- to the west 

It is said that Moms was inspired 
by the wiBows, the reed beds and foe 
sedges along tins section of foe 
Thames. The dun cotoms of so many 
of bfc finest dtesjgns were deriwadfrom 
this countryside as he punted along 
the river on summer afternoons, 
rodandlbetohand.]hiral(mgziver-> 
bank walks he wouldgather grasses, 
leaves, twigs and other natural ma~ 
terials from tiwhet^ciowsand take 
them bade to tbe mauor, where he 
would turn them into dyes. 

My reveries about this were 
shortly interrupted by a father and 
son combination, en route to foe 


Thames Barrier, determined to 
complete foe 160 miles by the end 
of the week. A mile or so later we 
came to foe neatly tended Buscot 
Lode, where we were able to cross 
foe river and amble up foe lane to 
foe group of houses that comprise 
Buscot Village. 

In fact they are - or were - noth- 


ing but a satellite of foe great boose 
and park just on the other side of 
the nearby A417 Fhrrin gdon-Lecb- 
lade road. Now, however, the Na- 
tional Trust -owned hamlet sports a 
post office and a separate shop, lb 
our delight, we found that foe shop 
also serves hot coffee. 

Refreshed, we walked up the 


A417 for a quarter of a mile before 
taking a sharp left turn (again, there 
is a sign indicating a footpath) down 
towards Buscot Wharf. Almost im- 
mediately we left this track, taking 
a path across foe centre of a new- 
ly-harvested field towards the dis- 
tant hamlet of Baton Hastings- 
In the c hur c h here, one of Mor- 
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ns’s lifelong friends and collaborators, 
Edward Burne-Jones, created two 
small windows for Morris's compa- 
ny during restoration work in 1872- 
74. Eaton Hastings today is more a 
collection of scattered cottages than 
a village- A multitude of odd bumps 
in the nearby fields indicates a pre- 
viously much bigger settlement 

From Eaton Hastings we re- 
traced our steps along foe south 
bank of the river, eventually turn- 
ing right to cross the new footbridge 
leading over the Thames to Kelm- 
scott. Before crossing foe river we 
stood on the site of a riverside pub, 
burnt down in the Seventies and nev- 
er rebuilt. Perhaps this was because 
foe site was too remote to do good 
business in foe late 20th century. 

On the other bank it was an easy 
half-mile walk to Kelmscott Manor. 
Our first view of the old house was 
from the riverbank, rising up among 
the poplars, its Jacobean gables 
standing sedately above foe high wall 
foal encloses the grounds. A pair of 
sparrowbawks were swooping over 
fields to the rear. Our route back to 
The Plough, and our car, lay along 
the left fork at the end of foe lane. 
First, though, we strolled past the 
pub, viewing the row of cottages 
which were, built in 1902, in mem- 
ory of Morris, six years alter be died. 
A carving of their bearded source 
of inspiration adorns foe front. 

At the end of the road stands the 
small Norman church of St George. 
In 1889 Morris, who bad founded 
the Society for foe Preservation of 
Ancient Buildings in 1877, kept a 
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watchful eye over a restoration of 
the building. Morris, his wife Jane 
and two daughters. May and Jenny, 
are buried beneath a simple, ridge- 
shaped gravestone supported on low 
blocks created by his lifelong friend, 
architect and designer of foe Mor- 
ris cottages, Philip Webb. 

Directions 

from Kdmscoa take track to the north 
of The Plough Inn. Turn left, follow- 
ing the footpath sign when the track 
joins a field. Cross a wooden foot- 
bridge over the stream. Continue to- 
wards the Thames. Do not crass the 
main footbridge. Instead take the path 
along the north hank for one ntile to- 
wards Buscot Lock. Cross rhvrat the 
lock and take the track up to Buscol 

Turn left at the junction with A 417 
and follow the road for a quarter-mile. 
When a track leads off left back to- 
wards the mrs; take the field path lead- 
ing north-east towards Eaton Hastings. 
Pm over a footbridge across a tribu- 
tary of the Thames. A yellow arrow to 
thcleft marks the pathFoBow this path 
up a small rise. 

Take the stile through a hedge and 
follow the path towards church. From 
here return via the same track but this 
time follow the path on the south bank 
of live Thames until you reach the big, 
new footbridge across to Kelmscott. 
Then follow the noth bank for half a 
mde until you teach Kelmscott and the 
Plough Inn. 

Length of walk about six miles. 
Maps. Ordnance Survey Lan- 
dranger Map 163. Pathfinder sheet 
1135 (SU 29139) 
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Testaments to its historic past clutter the front entrance like knick-knacks on a mantelpiece 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


ON 

WEMBLEY 


Wembley. History. Wembley. 

History. The words merge into 
each other. 

Those now in charge of 
the old stadium feel the need 
to stress the point, styling it 
“The Vfenue Ctf Legends”. But 
even making England’s arena 
sound like the latest challeng- 
ing bestseller fay Erich Von 
Da nik e n cannot spoil the sense 
of place. Naff veneer over 
oak. 

Wanbley is not tacky. Wfetn- 
bley 7 its twin towers greying like 

long-kept wedding cake pillars, 
is shabby. 

Testaments to its historic 
past clutter the front entrance 
like knick-knacks on a mantle- 
piece. Either side of the black- 
and-red bossed doors which 
have swung open for a gener- 
ation of team coaches stand 


marine plinths commemorating 
the 194S Olympics. 

Cianing up at the list of win- 
ners last Sunday, 1 noted the 
name of Fanny Blankers-Koen, 
motber-of-two and ori ginal 
housewife superstar, who an- 
swered those who said she was 
too old at 30 to win any medals 
by 'taking four on the Wemb- 
ley track - all gold . 

The door itself bore a more 
transitory memorial left over 
from last month’s match agam*^ 
Moldova - “We’ll jDo It For 
'Vbu. Diana”. Above, the plaque 
marking the 1966 Wodd Cup fi- 
nals, with those sweet conclud- 
ing words. Winners: England 

The 39 steps up which Bob- 
by Moore walked to receive 
that trophy from the Queen, 
and the ledge on which be so 
fastidiously wiped his han ds he- 


forehand, are gone. Redevel- 
oped into seating. 

Thus, for the 180 children 
and adults offered the chance 
to otperieoce the stadium at first 
hand last weekend through a 
Coca-Cola competition, the 
pmmh ff nf ^ rlimhTng d i e fafflO US 

Wembley steps' was misleading. 
But all the rest was the real 
thing. Sorry, 1 mean the ultimate 
footballing dream. No, I mean... 
well, you know what I mean. 

For the first time in Wem- 
bley's histoiy, Portugal were of- 
fered the home chang ing-room 

before their match. On this oc- 
casion, however, the national 
tide was a badge of conve- 
nience for a team of 14 and 15- 
year-olds randomly combined 
from the list of competition 
winners. 

As “France”, their oppo- 


nents for the 12 minutes of 
Wembley action allotted to 
them, prepared across the cor- 
ridor, there was a brief oppor- 
tunity to take in some historical 
detalL 

“Not much, are they?” 
someone said, looking around 

Blue paintwork, plaia 
cream walls. A clock. Call 
them old-fashioned if you like 
- Wembley’s changing-rooms 
are the sort of environment in 
which you could still imagine 
the Tottenham Double side 


preparing. 

“Everybody can look at the 
bath and showers,” an official 
announced. Everybody did 

Burgundy tiles you would 
want to take a mallet to. And 
a strong smell of toilets. So this 
was where our England heroes 
wound down. 


“It’s nice round the back 
here,” said a lad with ginger 
hair. But it wasn’t, partic- 
ularly. 

As the teams stood beside 
the pitch awaiting their cue, 
one of the Football Associa- 
tion coaches who had helped 
in their preparation shouted 
out to them. “Come in the tun- 
nel boys. Let’s do it properly." 
Back they filed into the white, 
caterpillar tent which ushers 
Gascoigne and Co into the sta- 
dium on noisier occasions. 

“Go for it, boys,” said an- 
other coach. “Full out attack. 
We are at Wembley, probably 
for the only time in your life.” 

The main stand was sprin- 
kled with friends and relatives. 
The MC commentating on the 
matches was relaxed - “so here 
come the blues... blues attack- 


ing now_ Ooob! I thought that 
was in!”. But there was no mis- 
taking the nervousness in the 
faces of those who waited, 
bouncing footballs, blowing 
out air sharply. They were do- 
ing it properly. 

Celebrations were also ob- 
served properly throughout 
the afternoon. Some teams 
favoured the mass sprint in a 
line and dive. For individual 
goaiscoreis, shirts tugged mad- 
ly up over the face were de 
rigeur — that Fabrizio Ravanelli 
has a lot to answer for. One 
scorer did a Ravanelli to reveal 
a specially prepared T-shirt of 
Ian Wright. That Ian Wright 
has a lot to answer for, too, 
come to dunk of it. 

When Wembley is reduced 
to its listed towers and rebuilt 
as the National Stadium - it 


Lara dispute puts West Indies cricket at new low 


Brian Lara.% entries in 
the batting record books 
are in danger of being 
matched by his 
catalogue of indiscipline. 
Now he has had his 
nomination as the West 
Indies captain overruled. 
This is not the best of 
times for cricket in the 
Caribbean. 


Brian Lara noted something 
self-evident here the other day. 
“Anything pertaining to Brian 
Lara gets into the news, it 
seems,” he said, a reference to 
the latest of the several con- 
troversies that have enveloped 
him. 

It concerns the West Indies 
Cricket Board's decision to 
reject its selectors' nomination 
of Lara as captain for the forth- 
coming tour of Pakistan and 
Shaijah. in favour of Courtney 
Walsh’s retention, and his sub- 
sequent reported comment that 
be was disappointed and that it 
would be written in the record 
books as “unfortunate”. 

There was immediate and in- 
dignant reaction in Jamaica, 
Whlsb’s home island. The mat- 
ter came to a delicate head in 
Kingston last weekend, when 
Walsh, also the Jamaica captain, 
pointedly sent his vice-captain 
out to toss with Lara, the 
Trinidad and Tobago skipper, in 
their match in the current Red 
Stripe Bowl tournamenL 

Walsh claimed he was in 
the loo at the time but, since he 
did not attend the pre-match 
meedng with the referee either, 
not many bought the explana- 
tion. It was widely interpreted 
as a deliberate and as far as the 
crowd was concerned, deserved 
snub. Lara was heckled and 
there was delighted satisfaction 
when he was out first ball. 

The team leaves for Pakistan 
on 26 October for four one-day 
internationals and three Tests, 
to be almost immediately fol- 
lowed by the home series 
against England, and a split be- 


tween its respected captain and 
most experienced member and 
its best and most dynamic bats- 
man has the potential to un- 
dermine morale completely. 

The W1CB president, Pat 
Rousseau, has sought to have an 
urgent meeting between the 
two, and Lara has moved to 
smooth things over, saying he 
had “a very quiet chat with 
Courtney on the issue and I am 
sure he is aware of the great re- 
spect I have always had for 

him *’ 

The selectors' choice of Lara 
reflected general popular opin- 
ion outside Jamaica, but it was 
based more on the appreciation 
that Walsh, a fast bowler, now 
34 and in his 13tb year of Test 
cricket, is near the end of his ca- 
reer and Lara, for all his tem- 
peramental instability, is the 
obvious, if not only, successor. 

They must have been tempr- 
ed to resign en bloc after the 
Board’s rare rebuff, but the 
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chairman. Wes Hail, the tear- 
away fast bowler of the 1960s, 
simply commented: “The selec- 
tors nominate a captain in the 
foil knowledge that it is the pre- 
rogative of the Board to pick 
that captain or any other 
captain”. 

Although Lara has been 
groomed for leadership since be 
became Trinidad and Tbbago's 
youngest captain at 20 and led 
a West Indies A team to Zim- 
babwe a year later, the Board 
members are dearly waiy of his 
list of continuing disdplinary 
lapses that is as long as that of 
his batting records. 

He was fined 10 per cent of 
his tour fee when he tem- 
porarily abandoned the team in 
England in 1995: he was given 
a written reprimand that stip- 
ulated that any forther breach 
“would attract the strongest 


condemnation” after incidents 
during last year's World Cup 
when Richie Richardson quit as 
captain and Andy Roberts was 
sacked as coach: and be was 
again fined 10 per cent of his 
match fee for turning up late 
prior to the first Test against Sri 
Lanka last June. 

The one alternative to Lara 
when Walsh does finally call it 
a day would be Carl Hooper, the 
enigmatic 30-year-old all- 
rounder who, after 10 years of 
underachievement in interna- 
tional cricket has shown in- 
creasing signs of consistency. 
But his status is also open to 
question after a report from a 
tournament official that, in a 
protest over fees, he refused to 
play in the Hong Kong Sixes last 
month, in which he was the ap- 
pointed captain. 

He has denied it and is 
threatening legal action, but the 
Board is still awaiting an explan- 
ation of why be turned up, did 
not play, and handed over the 
captaincy to Philo Wallace. 

The inauguration of the Red 
Stripe BowL the regional one- 
day tournament that has intro- 
duced coloured uniforms, white 
balls, black sightscreens and 
all the standard razzmatazz of 
the shortened game to the 
Caribbean for the fiist time, 
might have been enough to de- 
flect such negativity. Instead, it 
has had troubles of its own. 

The stipulation of the spon- 
sors. the brewers of the Ja- 
maican beer, that the 
semi-finals and final must be 
played in Jamaica over the five 
years of its contract has pre- 
dictably generated a storm of 
protest from the rest of the 
Caribbean. In addition, the 
Board's already shaky reputa- 
tion for organisational skills 
was further diminished when 
one of the opening matches had 
to be postponed because the 
team outfits were not delivered 
on lime and another was de- 
layed because someone forgot 
to bring along the balls. 

These have not been en- 
couraging times for West Indies 
cricket. 



The way they were: Brian Lara (right) congratulates Courtney Walsh after his dismissal 
during the second Test in Guyana in 1994 
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The South Atlantic high is in the wrong place 
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The sldpper of Merit 
Cup describes how 
the wind is playing 
more tricks than usual 
on the first leg of the 
Whitbread Round the 
World Race 


After almost two weeks at sea 
and half-way through leg one, 
I would have expected a dear- 
er picture to have emerged - 
who's fast and a threat and 
must be watched every step of 
the way. who’s off the pace and 
in need of a miracle or two. 

If normal weather patterns 
had prevailed, we would have 
bad a pretty good idea by now. 
But first the light, shifting 
winds and now the south-east- 
erly headwinds have denied us 
this vital information. Unusu- 
al weather is the story of the leg 
so far. All we have learned since 
we left Southampton is that you 
can’t trust the weather. 

Our navigator. Mike Qufl- 
ler. still has a touching faith in 
*he weather doing what it's sup- 
posed to do, in spite of mount- 
ing evidence that it doesn't. 
Those 20-mile losses in six 
hours, which we all experi- 
enced in the first 10 days bad 
nothing to with performance or 
crew, but just about the wind 
and where you happened to be 
on the ocean. 

It's not helping us to get a 
handle on the opposition. 



Toshiba and Swedish Match, 
for example, cannot be written 
off. Silk Cut is hanging in 
there, uncomfortably close 
even though for days there has 
been 100 miles between them 
and the front three yachts. 

The forecast is for more 
headwinds for the next few 
days. We are hoping that they 
will continue at least until we 
get to 35 degrees S. 

Our current discomfort is 
brought about by the South At- 
lantic high. It's in the wrong 
placet It should be further 
north and to the east, giving us 
south-easterlies off the top of 
iL If it was further north and 
to the east, wc would be reach- 
ing across the back of it to- 
wards the next mark and then 
running around the bottom of 
it to Cape Town. That’s what 
we expected, but it's certainly 
not what we've goL 

Whitbread 60s arc not de- 
signed for this sort of work. 
They're built to sail fast off the 
wind and a beat really ham- 
mers both the yacht and the 
crew. The noise as we crash off 
the waves in this moderate sea 


is tremendous. The movement 
has to be seen to be believed. 
It's impossible to move about 
without clutching on to some- 
thing. The rigs and sails are un- 
der immense strain, so the 
crew- must keep an eye out for 
danger. In condidons like this. 
I worry about breaking some- 
thing big and vital that will af- 
fect our chances of winning. 

But there’s always some- 
thing to wony about out here. 
When winds are light and 
shifting. I worry that someone 
else is in a better breeze and 
gelling the jump on us. 

I have to say that we might 
have left the wrong boat at 
home. Most W6Us - this boat in 
particular - arc optimised for 
downwind sailing. We're not 
slow upwind, but it's certainly 
not our best point of sailing. I'm 
sure the other boat, which is 
wider and more powerful, and 
a lot faster upwind and reach- 
ing. would have been perform- 
ing better in the sea conditions. 

However, wc arc pleased 
that we have been able to 
hang on to Innovation Kvacm- 
er and even make some little 


gains since we rounded Fer- 
nando dc Noranho. 

On paper, we should be los- 
ing a biL Kvaemer has an 
L-shapcd keel, which tank 
tests shew is more effective up- 
wind. L-shaped keels lend to 
be bigger than Lhe Ts. Merit 
Cup has a very fine T-shaped 
keel and small rudder (the 
smallest in the fleet), which 
produces less drag and there- 
fore higher speed dow nwind. 

We have to trade that off 
against our performance up- 
wind. We’re not surprised- just 
pleased - that we’re lianging on 
upwind. 

We have good speed down- 
wind. hut lhe best all round 
boat will win the race. Yuu 
can t be bullet fast in some con- 
ditions and embarrassingly 
slow in others and expect lo 
win the Whitbread. 


WHfTBREAO ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
(first leg, 7,350 miles, Southampton fo 
Cape town) latest pesUons: ! tarnation 
Kvaemer (Nix) K Frostad 3031 n*sto firv 
sfc: 2 Mom Cup [Monaco] G Dolton * 17 
mifts. 3 EF Language (Swe) P Cayanl +22; 
4 SSk Cn fOB) L Srnh + W. 5 Owssa Ftac- 
ng (US] M Fischer +13; 6 Tos hfaa |US] C 
Dekson +357; 7 Americas Chalenge (US) 
R Reid +393; 6 Swedish Math [Swl G 
Krant: 9 EP Lanoege fSweJ C GJ- 

mu +592: 10 Brmel Sunerqy (Noth) H 
Saachotio +GC 


SAILING 


Sea change for funding 
will help Olympic assault 


In what he described as the 
biggest change ever in the fund- 
ing of our sport. Rod Carr, rac- 
ing manager of the Royal 
Yachting Association, yesterday 
unveiled a rolling programme 
of cash support from the na- 
tional lotleiy as part of the 
World Class Performance Plan. 

An initial £l.lm will be 
pumped into the elite squad for 
both overseas competition and 
subsistence funding for the 
competitors in the year to 1 July 
1998 with plans already sub- 
mitted for the following three 
years. There will also be grants 
for sports science and medicine. 

As sailing will not be in- 
cluded in any inland-based 
British Academy of Sport, nine 
existing regional centres will he 
promoted lo sports specific 
sailing academies, with major 
funding already announced for 
Plymouth and Pwllheli. 

The funding will be concen- 
trated on Olympic and Youth 
World Championship classes. 
The aim. said Carr, will he turn 
additional funding into medals. 
For the sailors there will be a 
mix of direct cash support. 
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means tested and based on a no- 
tional basic £] 6.000 a year, and 
equipment cost support. The 
funding of overseas competition 
will come out or a basic fund of 
£800.000. 

While the tax position of the 
athletes is not yet clear, they will 
sign joint contracts with the 
Royal Yachting Association and 
the UK Sports Council, with 
whom the grant has been ne- 
gotiated. Carr was keen to em- 
phasise that the funding was 
expandable, and that other ath- 
letes who meet the qu alifi cation 
criteria would be added. 

The RYA is expected to play 
its pan in promoting the UKSC, 
but the athletes will not be 
obliged to be involved in that 
programme. Some additional 
programmes which have yet to 
receive UKSC approval are ex- 
pected to be submitted again. 

“This is a major improvement 
to the prospects of British yacht- 
ing in the long term," said Carr, 
whose fight through bureaucra- 
cy has won high praise. “It is par- 
ticularly important to those 
aspiring to Athens in 2004.” 

- Stuart Alexander 
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SPORT ON 
THE INTERNET 


Pitch in for 
stats on 
the bats 


As the baseball season 
reaches its climax and 
heads toward the World 
Series, which starts next 
Saturday, October 18, I 
thought it would be inter- 
esting to see how the In- 
ternet covers America’s 


game. 

I know I should like it 
because of its similarity to 
cricket and its passion for 
statistics, but somehow I 
can't get started. But 
looking at the annual re- 
sults, I know cricketers 
have it easy. A successful 
baseball team will play 
more than 170 games in a 
season lasting seven 
months from April to Oc- 
tober. That even includes 
playing double-headers, 
two games on the same 
day. 

Currently the play-offs, 
lo decide which teams con- 
test the World Series, have 
just started with the Amer- 
ican League play-offs be- 
tween the Baltimore 
Orioles and the Cleveland 
Indians and the National 
League play-offs between 
the Atlanta Braves, last 
season’s runners-up, and 
the Florida Marlins. 

The Fastball web site 
(http://www.fas tball .com/) 
has ail the up-to-date news 
on the play-offs with links 
to individual pages for the 
teams. It also includes sec- 
tions on statistics with 
archives going back two 
years, news, gossip, virtu- 
al baseball games and fan- 
tasy results. There is also 
an interesting piece on the 
average salary, which for 
the post six years has been 
over $lm (£625,000). 

The Baseball Server 
(httpV/Svww^portserverrcan/ 
SportServer/baseball/) cov- 
ers baseball worldwide as 
well as the expected Ma- 
jor League part. It has a 
better coverage of the 
play-offs with action pho- 
tos plus a page of odds. 
CBS Sportsline (http:// 
ebs^ponsiine ■com/tndexJit 
ml) has as its main feature 
a play-by play breakdown 
for each day. 

Following the weather 
connection with last week’s 
piece on the Whitbread, 
you can also surprisingly 
link to Hurricane Central 
(http://www.rtarm97.com/) 
with latest news on Pauline, 
Fabian and El Nino. 

- Edward AbeJson 


ADDRESSES 


Fastball 

Wtp-^/www.fastbalcom/ 
Baseball server 
http://www3partMrver.com 

/SportServar/hasebafl/ 

CBS Sportsline 

http ://cbs. sportsSna.com/ 

indachtmi 

ESPN Sportszone 

^/espn^portsaDnacooV 

mb/ 

Official Baseball site 

http://wwwLmajorteaaje 

basebakcom/ 

USA Today 

http://www.usatoday.carn/ 

sports/mfehtm 

The Sporting News 

h!tp 7 /wvw.sportjng 

news.com/basebafi/ 

Hurricane Central 

http://www.slDrTn97.CQm/ ■ 


* » 


could happen any millennium 
now - the Sunday footballers 
wbo got to tread its steely 
cambered pitch will retain 
something precious. 

The events which fook place, 
will also prove richly rewarding 
for photographic developers 
around the country - there, 
were probably mare pictures 
taken than on a big interna- 
tional night I 

•‘Mind my. grass. Mum,” 

said one of the Romanian team 
- under-16 girls - as they left 
the field, handing over a hand- 
fill of sacred turfbefore climb- 
ing Wembley’s - relatively f- 
famous steps. ‘'Well done, 
Vicky?" shouted another Mum 
as the rest of the players filed 

by. I 

Wembley. History. Vicky. It 
was a good mix. 
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Above; Frankie 

from Starborough after winning the St James's rw»* 

Stakes at Royal Ascot 

Left: A string of horses twined by Barry Hills enjoy the 
open air near Lambourn In June 


Hal lam’s sporting vision wins double IOC accolade 

. . . . K M or»«timied the petition, which was not li 




; .. S'*** 


7 7 




The Independent s Robert Hallam has continued the 
paper’s tradition of prize-winning sports photogra- 
phy by winning two awards in the ninth International 

OlympicCommitteeBestofSport Photc^phic«in- 

tei Hallam, 36, a previous winner of the British 
Sports Photographer of the Year competition, was 
Jetted the Silver Lens for second place mthe ^colour 
category for his photograph of Frankie 1 Detton c te- 
mounting at Royal Ascot (top right). The eight Pho- 
tographs on this page make up his colour portfolio, 

for which he was highly commended. 

There were entries from 26 countries for the com 


petition, which was not limited to Olympic sports in 
order to encourage exposure of “less covere 
sports”. To qualify, the photographs had to be tak- 
en between 1 September 1996 and 10 August 1997. 
Hallam, the only British award winner, won the prize 
for the best black and white portfolio in 1995. 

The winners of the main categories this year were: 
Colour photograph: Shimoda Yuichi (Nikkan Sports 
News); colour portfolio: Tun Clayton (Sydney Morn- 
ine Herald): black and white photograph: Trent Parke 
(■nie Australian); black and white portfolio: Trent 

Parke. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PERSONAL 


FAX: 0 171 293 2505 : j] 



y T0 RESPOND to any 
™» rce personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL 

0891 862 117 

AN0 F0Ufl W THE EASY INSTRUCTIONS. 

24 HOURS A DAY! 

(Colls cost 50p per minute at all times) 


THE INDEPENDENT 


TO PLACE YOUR FREE 
Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL 

0800 216 318 

24 HOURS A DAY! FOR UVE ASSISTANCE FROM 
A VOICE PERSONALS' REPRESENTATIVE, 

CAli MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-8PM. 


WOMEN 

SEEKING 


FUN FEMALE 

Attractive. successful, Christian 
female. 29. seels tall male, so- 

32. GSOH, N/S, who likes 
going out and having fun. 

g2723 

BRIDGET JOFffLS 
WANNABEE 

Tan. ttonde female. Bnjoys tv. 
eating chocolate, seeks tend, 
funny, sflghily wacky mate. 30- 
sometWng. tar nt^us In. Kant 

If? 737 

EVERY BREATH U TAKE 
Homantta. caring. African lady 
rod* 30s. loves cooking, wining, 
dancing, children. seeks caring 
mala, 38-45, for long-tarm ngja- 

tionshta. ag730 

UNBREAK MY HEART 
intelligent, weB-travened. East 
indan female. s'. Trinidad ori- 
gin. greai cook, seeks Hud, 
caring, considerate, white 
male, 45-60. tar trfondshlp, 

mavaemore. gg7l7 

IS ANYBODY OUT THERE? 
Sim. attractive female. 43. N/S. 
likes travel, classical music, 
theatre, ram and Independent/ 
alternative approach to me, 
seeks fit male, 35-45, tar friend- 
snp ana retattonsMo. -ggyafl 
REDHEAD ROMANCE 
Slim, fit auburn-haired female, 
45. interested in the arts, the- 
afra/tremate/lai. started rock 
dlmUng. Can anyone help? 
Seeking affectionate, outgoing, 
adventurous mala, tor triend- 

sftfo and romance. g275S 
SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Affectionate, tan. non-Brftish, 
divorced, beautiful. IK lady, 
enjoying own successful busi- 
ness and lovely cosy home, is 
still searching tor you: male, 
42-48. over 6*1*. W. attractive, 
strong and seratBve. g2718 
ARTISTIC IN 
SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE 
Youthful, attractive, loving, pro- 
fessional musician, mkl-408. 
with Rterary, theatrical, alterna- 
tive Leanings and mudi more, 
seeks slmiar. oHm. sensWvo 
mala, lor whatever the future 

may hold P2746 

BUBBLY IN BRISTOL 
Dark-skinned female. GSOH, 
erifoys travelling, sport, theatre, 
country pubs, seeks gentle- 
man, 45-65, tor frtendstife and 
maybe romance. g2706 
ISOLATED M 
OXFORDSHIRE 
Vivacious, attractive, intelligent 
woman, very young S3. 5TT, 
slim build, seek the company of 
attractive, truthful male. 5V+. 
simlar age, tor toendship/reia- 

ttanship. 02747 

WARMTH IN WINTER 
Cuddly, (mat means plump) 
t ornate, mid-5Qs, adores tenfly. 
food, wine, laughter and loving, 
books, theatre, tateStgent con- 
versation. seeks comfortable 
mala, with similar interests. 

TT2736 

LANGUISHING 
IN LEICESTER 
Attractive. inteiBgenL feisty, 
lun-tovtng. professional female, 
youig 50, seeks similar male, 
who wBI appreciate her charms 
and cultured taste. "BZI7.A 
COUNTRY LOVER 
Relaxed, attractive, oountry- 
taving lady. 44. leading quiet Die 
with dog, seeks fetish, educat- 
ed. not average, solvent male, 
up id 50. avaiabte tor marriage. 
Kent area, call again, cfisasler 
with previous messages. 

52S « 

THE WORLD IS OUR TOY 
Attractive, lun-tovtng & caring, 
affectionate, warm, profession- 
al female, seeks that special, 
reliable, honest professional 
male, 40-55, tar compantan- 
shp, friendship and pass tote 
romance. TT2S35 

OUT LOOIQNGI 
Cultured, creative woman, wide 
kfe experience, seeks partner, 
60tsh South Wales. TT2502 


„ JWEAINNG * WTSWHG 
“®WY rikm, dark-haired, 
“friCtiva lamale. 50. enjoys 

“l®™- ooumrytilde, dmmg 

y. B ooks horast sincere, Ika- 
n *'«d mate. 45-65, for 
fJTOtinoe and friendship. 
Hamoaw^ area, eggs pq 
_ HRST CALLER 
gyny. so mettnes outrageous, 
■"•“ostina attractive woman, 
riWOais if there Is a man with 
Ws. lie and hnafenatton. who 
Big .to meet No under 
=08. smokare or bores need 
Stafe. trasm 
_ REDHEADED NURSE 
Slim, attractive, divorced. 
«*J»n-haJred nurse, mW-4Qs. 
seeks attractive. N/5 man, am- 
“*■ ago, with warmth, wB, per- 
ception. for whatever unfolds. 
NW Kent/South London area. 
B25BS 

„ CUDDLY FEMALE 
Caring, cuddly, petite tamale. 
40s, Into everything, seeks 
educated mala, with GSOH. lor 
caring friends hin Anywhere. 


BUBBLY REDHEAD 
Bubbly redhead, enjoys wine, 
cooking, enema, gardening, 
wfne . wafting, wtne, seeks pro- 
fessional, adverturous. humor- 
ous. honest Itwfy mate. 5045. 
No drunks need apply!! 

TT2SM 

PROFESSIONAL 
POSSIBILITIES? 
Professional female graduate. 
31. works n medical profes- 
sion. seeks professional male, 
doctor/tawyerfetaillar. 40-50. 
must tow tag liras, animals and 

good food. TT2537 

BLONDE BOMBSHELL 
Attractive, athletic, professori- 
al. brown-eyed tamale, 32. 
5*10”, seeks extravagant male, 
to explore life in London. 

1*2543 

DO YOU THE 
HAVE THE NERVE? 

Tba, attractive. NW England 
female. 32. seeks sane cross 
between Hannibal Hayes and 
Harry HBL forever! g251D 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
REDHEAD 

Attractive, red-headed lemate, 
thirty-something, Juggling 
careers and kkls. seeks similar 
male, lor ted wine ana corner- 

aatton. P2S25 

MAVERICK FEMALE... 
...wares Independent mate, to 
share the btg adventure with. I 
am 39. tafl, dark. slim, with cool 
exterior end warm interior. We 
can talk about music, art 8 walk 
for mites. London. ttggOg 
SEEKING 

SOUTH EAST MALE 
1U, tun-loving, skm female. 41. 
5*11*. enjoys gall, outdoor pur- 
suits, seals similar male, for 
frtendsWroroance g2S30 
ADVENTUROUS 
TRAVELLER 

Female. 49. GSOH. young out- 
look. own business, likes 
adventurous travel, loves rock 
music and Mozart Buddhism, 
cere, cinema, theatre, walking, 
countryside, swimming, seeks 
successful, whole male, mtd- 
40s. lor Mendstup/relatioashlp. 

•02515 

JAZZ UP YOUR LIFE 
Petite, attractive, warm, loving 
and sincere, lively lady, into 
country walks, skiing, wine, 
tfne and dance, loves music 
and living, seeks Ike-minded 
man of similar age. 45-55. 

Surrey based 02562 

LOVE IS OUR CLASSROOM 
Happy, attractive. slim, 
European tamale, young 50s. 
enjoys the arts and outdoor 
pursuits, seeks tall, well-edu- 
cated, TIL handsome male, with 
Integrity, 47-60. for romance 

andconcanv- 7T2533 

LIVELY ENERGETIC 54 
W&im. extrovert female, 5'2", 
blondafokra. enjoys country 
pubs, occasional drink, lead- 
ing, musk: and most things, 
seeks can. muscUar male, (or 
f riendshipf relationship. 
Cumbria area. YT2504 
INDEPefOENT LADY 
InteOgent active, caring, lun. 
enjoys good food wine, music, 
walking, counlrysida, seeks 
quick-witted male companion, 
GSOH, 55-65. West London 
area, can tiavet TT2516 


LANCASHIRE LASS 

Ybung-at-heart widowed lady, 
outgoing personality, 55, 5 v , 
btandemtue, likes gardening, 
pets, travel, walking. hoKays. 
(ttiteg oul seeks laflfeh male, 
similar aoa/toterests, lor frtend- 
shkVrelattonBhta. «fflS 
EXETER LADY 
Romantic, genuine, trustwor- 
thy, considerate lemate, Ekes 
foOi/cfesslca I/popular music, 
theatres, cmema. arts, dHng 
ouL coast/counrryside, seeks 
stega/Wtdowed/snriuited. hon- 
est. genuine mate, good moral 
outlook, wttii loving heart 20- 

40, gggro 

2 BECOME 1 

Interesttag. kfnd-haarted. totting 
female. seeks romantic, 
Christian male, 20*-. to share 
We and Joy. Loves mustararts/ 
1 an a takes U w road less 

g2299 

LARGE & LOVELY 
Pretty, independent, totefflgent, 
spiritual. Manchester female, 
2G. large bund, seeks Mr Right. 
tor ratal kxisric 02335 
LOVH.Y LADY 

. lemate, 25, 
adventurous, 
kind- spirited mate, tor compan- 
ionship, Irtandship, maybe 
more. Londorv'outskirts. 

g2336 

INTO ANTIQUES & MUSIC-.. 
...home Hie, eating, good con- 
versation, walking & travel? 
Attractive, friendly lady, hoping 
to meet lovable, down-to-earth. 
Interesting men, 40-60. maybe 
single dad. for company, possi- 
ble relationship. SE London. 

gain 

FUN-LOVING FUTURE? 
YOuthful, slim, attractive, pro- 
fessional lernale. late 403. 
seeks optimistic, intelligent 
male, lor good conversation, 
laughter, (ravel and hopefully 
long-term relationship Afto- 
Caribbean background wel- 
coma. Herts area. I wmx 
HAVE CAKE, WANT ICINGI 
Slim, presentable, fhrelv. bright 
South Wales female, seeks fit 
mate. 47-52. with wisdom and 
integrity, for an Intriguing Me of 
romance and merriment. 

TT2534 

LOVE AND LAUGHTER 
Slim, attractive, intelligent. 
Canterbury widow, 51. seeks 
one special man. to be at least 
a very dear friend. ‘ET2557 

Any Queries? 

|Fyuu should bow onyquojlicns 


bey soy it happens when you 
least expect H* Or should I soy where 
you least expect if. Who'd have ihoughi placing 
a personal ad would lead fo something like ihis. i was 
looking to meef a few nice people. But then there was 
Chris. Wow! Funny, cute, and so sweet. Now we're not 
talking marriage here. Well, not just yef... J J 



lo place your own FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216318 


EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 


For FREE live assistance Iran a Voice Personals* representative 
rati Monday-Friday 9cnr-8pm. 


• THE INDEPENDENT 

Voice personals 

Voice Personals* appears in The Independent each Saturday 
and in The Independent on Sunday 


'The centre 
0990 cafe 


cromar iTote-Piixmihg UK mi ant nw ireiapenttrt da nadwga a fea tor Bin sbvIo*, rnweMrsdrencsaraarB (Medal nomwlBT rasas for 
Coct p» mnuie. 3p ■eakorws. 0p evawiga. 8p reyn Tha odrofusar b 5trcno»» oncoitagsd ID nmnl a mes pwOng pnor n puMcoam B *Ju 
reoewl la an atvmwsr who has n« recoroad a vara grectng. rou ■■ stil haw S» oppertunfly u lean a message 


UPTOWN MAN 

Professional, educated, 
Christian mate, 40. part-time 
dad, sftn, youthful, enaigetic. 
passionate, enjoys music, 
walking, cycOng, swimming, 
seeks fem&ea companion, to 
share Efe and (nterestfl. 

TTg734 ■ 

OPERA LOVER 
Mate. 40, seeks lady compan- 
ion. Lines area or London. 
W2701 



r mi 

labour cxiy cop«3rii a our Waco 
Jpancvidb® service: jJeose. o J 
\rv& cn 0800 216 318. 


BRIGHT YOUNG THING 
Attractive, slim. Intalltqenl. 
Independent lemate, 25, seeks 
laB. charming, successful male, 
30-40, lor all things gorgeous. 

Lantton/Essex. TT2354 

KIND GENUINE MALE? 
Tall, slender, friendly, profes- 
sional female, seeks lafi. 
humorous, settled mate. 27-34. 


London area. 


ng reii 
. nao- 


YES 

Swedish, outgoing, oonfxlem. 
happy. Cikxiae temaie. 29. 
enjoys life, video Aiming, art. 
drinks, fun, seeks slmiar male, 
but mare! London area. 

02376 

SLEEPLESS IN BEDFORD? 
Attractive, lively, prolessxvnai 
temaie, seeks tad. attractive, 
like-minded male soul male, 
25-35. to Share tun times, dnnk 
tequila, colled sea shefls. 
Would 1 ! mat be great? London 
and Home Counties. g23tt 
BLONDE BOMBSHELL 
Attractive, athletic, professional 
female, seeks extravagant 
male. 5'tCT. to explore life 

g2372 

BRIGHTON LADY 
Warm, down-to-earth female, 
36, N/S. seeks compatible 
mate, with heart head, hands, 
humour, tor Irtendshlp first 

P2340 

TIME FOR A CHANGE 
Easygoing, caring, active. Intel- 
ligent, attractive, slim, dark- 
hared female, late 30s. enjoys 
most things in life, seeks hon- 
est Intelligent. N/S male, 35- 
50, for InendsMp/reLattanshlp 
2T231& 


REQUIRED: 

BRIGHTON BLOKE 
Down-to-earth, professional, 
stylish woman, long oark/pale 
green, art graduate, enioys 
socialising, travel, dancing, 
conversation, dining out seeks 
similar, confident, (nendty man, 
35-50. tor fun/fnendship/mayOe 

more. P2313 

IDEAS ABOVE MY STATION? 
Fair. Iff. calm, happy, optimistic, 
female, 508. seeks solvent, 
good-natured. imeTigeru male. 
50-70. lor pleasanu pialomc 
pursuits. Title and fortune no 
detriment. Sheffield area. 

tf2324 

UNHREAK MY HEART 
Intedigenl. welWraveHed. East 
Indian lernale. S'. Trinidad ori- 
gin. greai cook, seeks tend, 
canng. considerate, white 
male, 45-60. for friendship. 
maybe more. g23£? 

STYLISH & FUN 
Attractive, stylish, brunette 
female. 43. N7S. no lies. 
VGSOH, seeks attractive, pro- 
lass tonal mate. 35-49. no lies, 
tor Inendshipfrelatfonsha. 
Aberdeen area. g232i 

PRESENTABLE 

A PROFESSIONAL 
Warm-hearted, petite, divorced 
mum. seeks educated gentle- 
man 40-53. tor possible 
romance. Humour more impor- 
tant than looks. London area. 

TT2304 

SEEKING MY SPECIAL MAN 
Attractive, slim, blonde female. 
49. seeks intelligent, attractive, 
slim, successful mate. 55teh. 
who Is adventurous, romantic 
and most Importantly sincere. 
North London area. gZ296 
A WOMAN FOR KEEPS 
Attractive, feminine, slim, 
adventurous. professional, 
Indian lady, Kuala Lumpur ori- 
gins. divorced with 2 children, 
varied interests, wicked SQH, 
seeks Australians or cont men- 
ial partner tar life. 
Leicestershire baaed. 172359 


ftaiqe yew own Tfcice;; - 
Ftersanc&atJ far SHE on ■ » 

08001216318 


WARM 8. AFFECTIONATE 
Attractive lemate. 30s, seeks 
slim male. 36-45. witn GSOH. 
to share walks, cinema, friend- 
ship and fun. London area. 

TT2141 

ATTRACTIVE SPARKLER 
Outgoing, professional lemate. 
573". enjoys keeping fiL dining 
out theatre, music and soda 6s- 
ing. seeks successful, attrac- 
tnre male, tale 40s-50, N/S, with 
GSOH. Edinburgh area. 

•82309 

LIBRA LADY 

Curvy but slender, ertihustasttc, 
accomplished, aiyfish. opinion- 
ated. London. Jewish woman, 
seeks astrotagteaHy compati- 
ble, divorced. Jewish man. 50- 
GO. for long-term committed 

relationship C2319 

LADY IN RED 

Feminine, feisty & fancy tree, 
unconventional female accoun- 
tant longing to tore, laugh, play 
and share again, with taff, pro- 
tesstonal/graduale, 50-60. vnth 
a twinkle in his eye. Herts/ 

Beds/Cambs. 1T2317 

CARDIFF LADY 
Cardfl. taL slim, genuine lady. 
GSOH, seeks intelligent, caring 
male. 55+. 5'1CT+. lor oompan- 

lonshicdTaveL 18:2356 

HELLO! 

Independent, intelligent female. 
mkMOs. seeks kind, thoughtful 
male, lo add something extra 
special, to her Hie. North 
YdrksWre area. B2314 


SEEKING 

WOMEN 


LETS START AS FRIENDS 
Retired. N/S. muslim, British/ 
PaWstan) male, 62. seeks kind 
female, fair and sum, any rett- 
gton/nattonaTrty. Essex area. 
V2745 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE BASED 
Slim, m ante vegetarian, 48. 
toves Bvb music, danong. yoga, 
drumming, (estivate, nature, 
getting around, personal 
growth, open to suggestions, 
seek s wide a wake lemate per- 

son. 02757 

CUMBRIAN MALE 
Romantic, cflvorced, very fit 
male. GSOH. byng to reach 
the surface ago in, seeks cul- 
tured, active, muste-tovfrig 
lernale. 35-50. N/S. tor 
romance and adventure. 

VZ73Q 

LOVE, FUN AND AVAILABLE 
Professional, tafl. slim, fit mala, 
sensllive and a hopeless 
romantic, young-looking 49, 
GSOH, toves eating, drinking, 
most other things, seeks happy, 
attractive female, fete 30s -early 
40s, Hens/London/SE area. 

TT2740 

HOW DSP IS YOUR LOVE? 
TaU. kind, ambitious male. 24. 
seeks attractive female. 18-30. 
for tun and friendship. g272S 
ALTERNATIVE L'AMOUR? 
Kind, easygoing, attractive, 
professional, hr, Indian mafe. 
36. 6*. enjoys laughing, yoga, 
altemalire therapy, tttearre. 
travel, seeks sBm/mgcfiunvbuHt. 
warm female, any nationakty. 
lor romance. London/S E area. 

02719 

CUDDLY NURSE 
Easygoing mate. 27. 5’ IT, 
dark/dark, medium build, 
enjoys good food, socialising, 
chibs, hard glk£ng. lots more, 
seeks afleebonats fem^e, 25- 
35. for tnenoship. possibly 
more. London area. P2759 
STEADY SEEKER 
Sincere, loyal, romantic. inteB- 
genL good-looking, witty mate. 
28. 6\ enjoys Iheatre. (Srang 
ouL walking, cinema, cortversa- 
tma seeks similar lemaie. 25- 
50. no ties, N/S. lor fun. fnend- 
shto/retettonshlp. Midlands 
area. W travel. g2722 
LETS START AS FRIENDS 
Wei -educated. N/S. goarWook- 
Ing. very SL professional mala, 
30. current interests inctude 
sport, cinema, dubbing, eating 
out seeks intaltgem, attractive 
female. 2030, tor Irtendshlp. 
maybe more. London area. 
W2711 


MR LOVERMAN 

Carfcig, easygoing male. 30s, 
enjoys most things in fife, seeks 
mature tomato, tor love and 
companionship. 0*2739 
OUTDOOR INTERESTS 
Sfim. professional mafe, 33. 
erjoyg rock climbing. Ml walk- 
ing, seeks female, similar Inter- 
ests. Manchester or NW area. 

VitW 

ORIENTAL FEMALE 
Fit. caring, romantic male, 34, 
5*10*. seeks Orierttal/Asian. Iff, 
slim and pretty female, lot 
friendship and romance. 
TT2744 

LIFE IN THE BUS LANE 
West Yorkshire mate. 34, lAes 
theatre, cinema, walking, gigs, 
seeks fellow lemate passenger. 

lor tun times. grZ741 

INDEPENDENT READER 
Notvgrumpy mate. 34, 6‘. 
en|oys walking, countryside, 
conservation, swimming, read- 
ing, seeks laflish. attractive 
female graduate. 23-30. lor 
trlendship/relationshlp. East 

Mldtends. g2726 

ARE YOU ALONE? 

Me too' l'm a deal, N/S. affec- 
tionate. caring, honest attrac- 
tive, black lei la, 35 but looks 
25. from Nottingham. GSOH. 
seeks wtitie/A&ian/itaflan -lady, 
.must be full o( romance. 


LOOKING FOR LOVE 
Canng male, 35, 6*. Bkes cine- 
ma. comedies, sport, concerts, 
seeks female, 20-45, for good 

limes together. TT2731 

CROSS COUNTRY CHARMS 
Fnendy, honest, warm, canng, 
nteifigern male. 30s, 6, GSOH, 
occasional smoker, enjoys trav- 
elling, dnema, music, cross 
country driving, seeks kind- 
hearted. intelligent, preferably 
Aslan lemaie. 25-35, with sim- 
ilar interests, for fnendefep/rate- 

Monshlp. C2753 

TIME FOR A CHANGE 
Easygoing male, 37, enjoys 
conversation, eating, dnnkmg, 
hill wafting, reading, seeks 
female, to share above things. 

have fun. 1X2748 

RELATIONSHIP AHOY? 
Mate, late 30s. GSOH. seeks 
long-term, tovlng Inendshlp/ 
retetionsti*). with gentle, caring 
lemate, who a wiling fo share 
good limes and We. 11*2706 


- <r 

M HARTFORD SHIHE 
Cancer mafe. 41. N/S. seeks 
□iscean/sccppk) female, 35-45, 
In need o f TT.C . irfs share We 

tooether. TT2710 

SCINTILLATING 
Warm, witty, articulate. 
Christian businessman, 43. 
seeks Miss Personality, for We 
and beyond. Midlands area. 

P2742 

EXPERIENCED PARTNER 
Handsome, professional, single 
hunk, 40teh. enjoys travel. f)F 
ness and ihe arts, seeks dark, 
young female, 18-25. for excit- 
ing, lasting relationship. Black/ 
Asian woman welcome. 
London/ Southern England 

araa. g2712 

ARE YOU LONESOME? 
Bubbly, outgoing male, 46, 6*3*. 
brown habtoyes, smoker, likes 
travelling, cooking, socialising. 
BObJTOs music, seeks stouter 
lemate. 30-60, tor friendship, 
posable relationship Bastog- 
stokaHrea. P2716 

BACK TO BASICS 
Attractive mala, young 46, 5 l 9 a . 
sltoi buDd, enjoys alternative 
therapies. spirituaJ We, c 
countryside, seeks dim I 
soul mate. 33-44, N/S, tor tast- 
ing relationship- London area. 

P2707 

YOU'RE THE ONE I WANT 
Knd. considerato male, looking 
tor that special lady, to enjoy 
good bines again, likes sports, 
dnema, eating out various 
types of music: especially rock, 
for fun times. London area. 

g2733 

MALE NURSE 

Sim. fit caring graduate, young 
47. 6', seeks happy, warm 
lemaie. 28-48. tor friendship/ 
relationship. West Suffolk/ 

Camtis area 1T2714 

RECYCLED 6 REBORN 
Recycled teenager, 49, seeks 
female. 35+. ror friendship. 

mavbe more. P2705 

AROMATIC L'AMOUR 
Quiet male. 50, 5‘9\ enjoys cin- 
ema. sport, curries, seeks out- 
going temaie, with talkative per- 
sonalty, lor frtendshf^reiaHon- 
ship. Central London. g275l 
MODEL RELATIONSHIP 
Handsome, athletic, im effectual 
male artisi. 51. NW UK, seeks 
model relati orrsh Ip. wife cre- 
ative, erudite, ycunger woman. 

■gg752 

FEMININE SIDE 
Tall, attractive. Qentte-nmurod, 
sendtive. aftecflonaie. prolea- 
sionai mate. 5C. GSOH. with 
outlook, posonatty and frnpec- 
cabte tjste. enjoys opera, cine- 
ma, many sports, seeks affec- 
tionate lady, who values caring, 
sha ring , laughter and love. 


QUIETLY ASSERTIVE 
Mate, seeks professional, inde- 
pendent female, 45- Kish, lor 
rriendship/reialianship, 
Woteghaimion area. •02728 
LOOK NO FURTHER 
Easygoing, attractive, profes- 
sional mate. 40. 6*. sffm band, 
enjoys cycling, photography, 
keeping lit. music, seeks attrac- 
tive. dim tamale, lor new expe- 
riences and ahanno. P2546 
MISCHIEVOUS DEVIL 
Unbflfiavabiy eligible, dark, 
cute, sUghtty funky mate. 26. 
seeks Inlelllgeni, attractive 
female, 23-30, for romance. 

London area. P2544 

YOUNG ARAB MALE 
Trainee pitai. 25, 5-ir. seeks 
N/S. luretavlng female. lor 
friendship/relationship. London 
area. TT2507 


TALL AND SUM 
Gtiarmfngty irenta, pretentious, 
postgraduate male. 35, seaa 
female soul mala, lor hot nights 
out warm nights ut. Sheffield 

area. ^2669 

YOU WONT BEUEVE THIS 
Tbl. dark, nan dscxne. relaxad, 
confidam. raasonatffy success- 
ful. profession® mate. 26, no 
scruples at aB. wtth wicked 
SOH. seeks equally wicked 
tamale. 24-32, N/S. for hm and 
friendship. London area. 

02552 ; 

GREAT MMDS THINK ALIKE 
Student mete, 20s. sfim buBd, 
5 ‘9*, btand/bbie. health fanatic, 
enjoys company wtth the right 
Mnd' o» people, seeks temete. 
IB-28, lor fun. friendship arm 
relationship. Leicester area. 

P2S08 

STEADY SEEKER 
Sincere, loyal, romantic. IrteB- 
gent, good-tooldng. witty mate. 
28, 6', enjoys theatre, dining 
out walking, dnema, conversa- 
tion, seeks similar tomato, 25- 
50. no ties, N/S, tor fun, fnend- 
shlp/rBlatfonship- Midlands 
area WBI travel- g25S5 
SOULMATE 

Professional. Asian mate. 28, 
seeks fun-loving, mature, 
romantic tomato, angle mum 
welcome, tor MendsMp/rela- 
tionship. London area- TT2S12 
UNIVERSAL EXPLOSION? 
SE based graduate. 30. seeks 
IntaSgem, attractive, sensitive 
female, lo hold my hand whBe l 
waff tor Ihe bio bang ggS83 
NORTH EAST SONGWRITER 
Creative graduate. 30. Into 
aongwntlng. music, gigs. Jazz 
ckibs. poetry, current affairs, 
mtaJOgaiTt oorweraalton, chUng 
out, seeks to mate kindred spir- 
it. lor friendship, tun and mspl- 
ralion. Cleveland/NE area. 

1T2S40 

EASYGOING HIGH FLYER 
Professional male. 29, B'l’. 
tong btack/brown, medium 
buflcL enjoys ourrenl affairs, 
history, travel, nights out/in, 
aodatetog. seeks caring, chat- 
ty. profsssionaL Intelligent 
female. 25-35, stouter Inter- 
ests, GSOH, tor friendship, 
possible retattanettip. g2S09 
TALL, DARK & HANDSOME 
Pro f e ss i on al, Asian mala 29. 
enjoys dnema, reading, currant 
affairs, travel, music, cooking, 
going out. seeks intetegenl 
tamale, similar aga/hobbies, for 
IrtendsMp/reiatiofistilp. London. 

q2S05 

ADVENTUROUS MERMAID 
Professional mate. 30. GSOH. 
enjoys good food, real ale. 
seeks lady, 22-35. climber, 
diver, travelling partner, for 

tnendahip. 172518 

LOVE AND HAPPINESS 
Sporty, highly- educated. N/S 
male, 31, b'3*. enjoys keeping 
Iff. socialising, good food, 
seeks affectionate companion, 
lor Inend9hip. maybe more. 

London. 1fg5l1 

FREE-SPIRITED 
Ibl. slim, professorial, sporty 
mate. 31, S'l*. athletic bufld, 
Skes sport, dubs. pubs, music, 
Aims, reacting, seeks Bee-mind- 
ed female, 25-33. for Iriend- 
ship/retatonehjp. South Coast 
based. TT2554 


SOMETIMES SHY 

Shy male, So. enjoys' dbarak 
hr, roedfog, seeking female, 
shy, short dark heir, tor Jdctg- - 
term raattorishlp.' 3T2553 • r ~~ ; 


HAPPY CHAPPY 
Outgoing, prafeedortal. soaa- 
bfe. academic mala. 32, 6 T, 
enjoys' countryside, tiaveSr^'A 
dry sense of honour, dnema. 
seeks easygoing, intefflgent 
female, 2S-3S, for companion- 
ship. West Country, area. . 
02521 ~ ' . 

CALLING MSS MUSCLES! . 
Sfim. creative, thougrrtfui mafer 

33. more Janta Cocker than. 
AmiB, seeks muscular , female 
bodybuilder, with, warm, witty 
peraoneiity. tor romance. 
Manchester area- '02559 

BRISTOL BEAU - 
Adventurous, gregarious mate. 

34. Interasted In Ireland, organ- 
ic terming, San Francisco and , 
spiritual davetapmem. seeks 
spirited., independent female.... 
arty age. for frfsndship/telaJfon- 
shfo. H2542 


MEN 

SEEKING 

MEN 


LOVELY LAD - V 
Strdght-actfng; m 9V. W. 
S'S*. GSOH. Sees cinema A 

socialising. conversation v"* 

seeks good-taoklng mete: N/S. 
tor fitendstep. paestote itfattorK 
ship. P2713 ■ 

t FEEL .4 U 

Mate student nurae, 22. Sees 
reading, dnema. seeks tnMtt- 
gent end witty mate. 18+ . lor 

fun and friendship. Manchester 

area. g2743 

- SEARCHING 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
Gay, tall mate. 35. medum- 
buid, seeks male, up to 40. Tor 
one-to-one relati onshjp. C amb- 
ridfleshifB area. *02738 
TIME SPENT WTTH YOU 
Attractive, sporty mate, 35. 
GSOH. N/S. I foes traveling, 
enjoys watching F raiser and 
This Life, seeks simitar male. 
25-45. tor a possfote friendship, 
retettonehta 'South 'Wbtas area. 
TT2749 . 

TAKE ME AWAY 
YouthtuL attractive mate. 4-Tj" 
nearly S’. blue/Dght brown, 
seeks straight -acting, maacu- 
Bna. young Prince Charming, to . 
take me away, preferably dark- 
haired. tor friendship, hopefuffy 
more. Any area. 21*2709 
MUSIC IS THE 
FOOD OF LIFE 
Gay male gradual e/protesslon- 
al. 50, into cbssical music, his- 
toric houses, books, history & 
the arts, seeks similar. 40-50. 
lor friendship, posaMe 1-2-1. 
South Yorkshira/Norih Mid- 
lands area. TT27B0 


JUST FRIENDS 


THE WORLD ON A BUDGET 
Male, 18, seeks materiemale 
travelling companion, tor 6- 
monlh round-the- world trfo, 
encompassing India, SE Asia. 
Australia S USA. also trekking 
In NepalfflbfL a27l5 
TRAVEL COMPANION... 

.. straight mate/lemata. want- 
ed lor breaks, weekends away, 
Irtendshlp. by single mate. 20s. 

174305 

NEW IN LONDON 
Independent fun, easygoing, 
open-minded. Beignan female. 
34. loves have), discovery, film, 
music, good food A wine, pub- 
bing & dubbing, seeks simitar 
mafe/temale. lor friendship. 
B2735 


LVDIIH iy, 

SsTSSte 

winld^ 


WINTER SUN 

Bright, attractive, stylish, loyal, 
female painter, GSOH, Hces 
conversation and travelling, 
seeks stovtar. tree spirit, 
or temaie. late 20s/30s, 
Morocco or Goa this 

322784 

NEW FRIENDS WANTED 
Outgoing, friendly mala, 30s, 
Interested In travel, enjoys 
nights out/in. sodaflaing, con- 
versation. seeks femafeAnaia. 
age/area unimportant, for 
tnendshp/travel. g2720 
TRAVEL WITH ME 
Stylish, professional woman, 
40s. seeks mate travel com- 
panion, Ikes Ancient Greece, 
lor travel friendship. 1T2330 



GUIDELINES: Private indhndvali seeking long^em manognnou* rakxionjhipi may advenne >n Vovas i 
IB years af age lor pubhcafexi In Voice Personals' Also, no ods vn3 be published socking persons younger 

lo ony personal advertisement. The advertiser maxncs oamplato liability lor ike conwcl oJ all loplios to any w. u... -a — — ------ - . - _ . . _i _ , . .- . . , , . • - — 

co mod by Ihe pubfcalkto or recoreTing placed by rfw advertiser at any reply lo any such advwtlswiwnl By usirvj Vokc Personals*. Ihe odveitlse. agrees nor to leave ha/Ser tdephoee number, lost nonte, cr od*an in his/lwr voice yncjvig message- Tfe iroie nwft Persaxifa ,1 used by The Independent w4h Iho pomauon of iken proprietor WeFubtisbing UK Ud. 


117KV97 


Independent Hearts 


— £%(■(■&—. 1 o'-' Profiles 

S I R 1 U ' Club Magazine 

altogether more fun Information Pack 

Sirin'-, for the i n t c / / r " c it t . articulate 
atti! well ala cared, providin'; personal 
interview s « n d . of eo n rse. complete 
discretion at all times. 

Join o o u- and claim... 

JlWO of. f~.ee f/iotuz- caCta. ! 

0800 l‘ l Vl 80 \ 

cr v.T-t« to FREE=CST 305 London 5C13 1SY 


GAY MEN 

Form long term relationships 
through 

Significant 
Others 

the Introduction Bureau for 
Professional Gay Men 
i 0171 499 5939 


ATTACHED? 
SEEKING ROMANCE? 


Phone David now on 
0181 962 6300 for our new 
full colour information pack. 

Loving Links is the UK’s 
friendliest Newsletter dating 
resource with FREE 
CONSULTATION and 
HELPLINE for our subscribers. 
Nationwide + Discreet + Efficient 
LOVING LINKS 
Suite 401, 

302 Reaeni Street 
London WIR6HH 
0181 962 8300 (anytime) 
www.iovinglinks.co.uk 



< hii members onmc 
from all mJI s tif life 
■uid from jil >ivct (he 
c-unm - ne'rc '.uic 10 1 
krvm v.vtkooc who 
o>uld he nghl for rou. 
Eboa CoudJa fto CfaU^tioi 
unto no 2a Munjdcn M 
Lenin W6N.Gr call 

01869 324 100 

/tun*. -IBL-i 


‘GAY MEN 

Lit us mundnee you In 
■ bright aiiradive mm 
at our din Mr parties 
and events. 
ESCAPE THE 
SCENE' 

Out & Out 
Tfac Gay Dinlac Clab 
0181 723 9245 
As leamiuJ on 
Kjlroy. Cay link.' TV. 
Talk Radio. Freedom 
FM. Tnw Oni 


■ w ■ ■ ■ a ’wr w ww s rwar 

JOIN CINELINKj 

Socialise around 
Cinema/Arts ei’ents in j 
centra] London 

Tel: 0181 800 4822 
or bend SA Eta 
138 Lordship Road 
London N160QL 


PLUMP PARTNERS. National dat- 
ing agency. If you are plump or 
prater a plump partner lino 01353 
715909. 


Chat Lines 


fiie PUosre C?i 



INSTANT CONNECTIONS 2JHRS 

to 45 WOMEN 

-ON LINE - 

0891 708057 


WOMEN CALL FR OM I P A Ml 

[0171 400 6657gSayf 


Any adverd semen cs 
carrying 
Box No I: — , 
please send 
replies to: 

The Independent, 
19th Floor, 

! Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, 
London EI4 SDL 



CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
couples who have met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

Wishing you and all our 
other advertisers every 
success and happiness for 
the future. 

Independent Hearts 
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* NEW & * 

7 IMPROVED 

; in c. live i-7-i action 

. ' h s w trues ictus 


0181 262 6969 

•■*V:oTFi 

0171 

364 8000 


Cl,' Ktc itucJi -017 1 3 64 eS88 

CALL NOW MCtI TONICHI 

099 1 111 216 


OM B> 12S7? EH W Culi Cw C l/fea 


Announcements 


MKE PHONE DAYTIME OcLISIh. 
Important Iftal vra rtpoak. Love 
T« 


Chat Lines 


C ^, The Nightclub at the end of your phone 

-ENSAT/ONM 


Cate kite ScnsteoitX Stogies » FREE You orty Pte *■ "oiUto* 
major mxJK/feM eards acupted. Itei mist ba W ana ax 0 Couto-una 



j ; r, t>jn ' C.'/'T .7 j ^,"5 • /rse -i unzensz'me - 

o~ cu." r.i' new ivM>rv Crj >n L : 'cr, Coll /Vow 

FREEFONE 
0800 376 7807 

1 fNi ies:: 


1 into Outae Lkw m FffiE Vbu only pay for W-fint 1 (aeNMs - Bl majof 
M cods accepted. You must bo IS and uw a bxidi-laM ‘phono. 
mvmiM-daiuxm 


Charities 



NATIONAL BENEVOLENT FUND FOR THE AGED 

The NBFA was established in 1957 to provide direct practical 
support to older people in the UK on low income. As we cetebrala^ 
our 40th anraveisary. we locus on the quality ol life of older 
people as they live longer. 

Money is urgently needed for us lo maintain and expand our 
work in a population wtth an increasing number of people over 
the age of 75 who are on low income. 

Wo provide TENS machines (Transcutaneous Electrical Nerve Stimulation) for pain 
relief without the use ol strong drugs, emergency alarms so people can keep their 
independence, and holidays tnr fun and companionship lor active older people as 
well as few those with disabilities 

Even s small donation will help - please give today. 

Room 5B. 1 Leslie Grove Place. Croydon CRO 6TJ 
Tel: 0181 688 6655 
Registered Charily No. 243387 


iggaaa 


Chat Lines 


m 


GHAT GHAT & DATE 




0891 244 292 



Charities 





WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR HER7 : 

Let's face it. it can hardly be worse than the past. For years Zaire, 
now the Democratic Republic of Congo, has been plague bv pdvert# 
hunger, disease and corruption. Life is hard for this youne Srl and 
her community, but at least they have been able to benefit from 
International Care and Relief's health, education and aericukure^ 
programmes. ICR, a small but determined British charity lias/ 
remained in Zaire in spire of all the threats and difficulties And 
there s more, much more work to do. 

THE PEOPLE OF ZAIRE COULD DO WTTH YOUR HELP! 

ENQUIRIES. QFT5. BEQUESTS TO ’ 

INTERNATIONAL CARE AND RELIEF 

1 6 St John's Hill. Sevenoaks, Kent TNI 3 3NP - - - - 

Tel: 0 i 732 450250 Fax: 0 1 732 74 1 1 90 
Registered Charity No. 298316 


Please quote 
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Sue Barker hasnt really changed anything: the trouble is, we all know what happens next 



CHRIS 

maume 

sport 

ON TV 


f s hard to imagine A Ques- 
J?" of Sport (BBC!) without 
Oavid Coleman. But consid- 

er this: at one time it was prob- 
ably hard to imagine it 
Without Qiff Morgan. Mem- 
like that, happily, are the 
«na the subconscious tends to 
an excellent job of sup- 
pressing. 

At 71, Coleman thought it 
was all over, and so it was, for 
him at least, and an erstwhile 
Stockport County footballer 
has been replaced by a former 
French Open tennis champion 
-plus g a change and all that 
Woolly jumpers are out; hood- 
ed lops are in, as sported in the 
first of the new series by the 
new MC, Sue Barker. 

In its last couple of series, 
the programme had already 
responded to the challenge of 
They Think It’s AU Over (a 
gauntlet not so much thrown 


down as flung in its face with 
a cry of “You’re shit-aaah") by 
upping its IQ (Innuendo Quo- 
tient, that is), and that trend 
continued on Tuesday with 
plenty of limp-joked ribaldry 
over the recent magazine 
photo-spread featuring one of 
the guests, the hcptathlete 
Denise Lewis, wearing noth- 
ing but a few licks of body 
paint. 

“It’s veiy nice to sec you 
with your clothes on," said 
captain John Parrott, while his 
oppo. Ally McCoist, said of 
the snaps: “They're certainly 
on my wall." You couldn’t 
imagine Nick Hancock or 
Rory McGrath being quite 
so polite. 

The producers seem to have 
told them to play it a bit more 
laddish, though. In the picture 
round, Parrott's reaction to a 
picture of the young tennis 


player, Anna Koumikova, was 
the defiantly unreconstructed: 
“Unfortunately, the answer *fit 
bird' wouldn't go down too 
well." Frankie Dettori's re- 
sponse, meanwhile, was a low 
groan of "Oh yeah." 

But apart from Barker's 
arrival and an injection of 
minute quantities of testos- 
terone, nothing has changed. 
The format may have been dif- 
ferent some lime in prehisto- 
ry, too far back for me to 
remember, questions on the 
contestants' own sports, with 
the accompanying cosy, slight- 
ly teasing fireside chats, then 
the picture round, home and 
away, mystery guest, what hap- 
pened next, one-minute round 
and the rest of the pictures - 
a format as familiar and sooth- 
ing as a really soft and woolly 
Coleman jumper. It's Like 
Desen Island Discs or Alistair 


Cooke’s Letter from America. 
As some historian Dr other re- 
marked after the poll tax 
protests, only the British riot 
to keep things the same, and 
you sense that the massed 
ranks of Middle England - 
8,000,000 of them according to 
the viewing figures - would be 
outside Television Centre 
breaking up paving stones if 
the Birl brigade tinkered 
unduly with QoS. 

Sad to report, then, and 
call me churlish, but 1 have to 
say I was a bit bored. Maybe 
my palate has been coars- 
ened by Hancock's half-hour 
of pub-crawl vulgarity, all the 
talk of shags and slappers 
and Iwats and gits, but Bark- 
er and Co did little to lift QoS 
out of its stultifying routine. 

When does a groove be- 
come a rut? That word cosy 
kept coming back to mind. 


Maybe l should start reading 
Loaded. 

That particular organ 
should have been around in 
1934, when Italy came over for 
the Battle of Highbury and 
there was more testosterone cat 
the pitch than in the wins of a 
battalion of cheating athletes. 
The excellent series Leviathan 
(BBC2), which takes historical 
perspectives on current stories 
in the news, took the opportu- 
nity, in the light of this 
evening’s Rumble in Rome, of 
looking back to another con- 
frontation between England 
and \heAzzurri. 

There was some nice 
scene-setting, explaining how 
English expats were respon- 
sible for spreading the gospel 
100 years ago, starting out with 
cricket clubs, and how later 
football became fascism's 
favourite battleground (well. 


apart from Abyssinia). There 
was some great archive 
footage, with lots of marching 
yacfehirts (unless it was Man- 
chester United parading their 
latest away strip), and a com- 
mentator who made Harry 
Enfield’s (Mmondely-Warn- 
er sound 8k e Fat Fred from 
Coronation Street. “Before the 
game ct7UZ£P£B££5, he Says 
over film of an earlier match, 
"the great Italian crowd roars 
a welcome to Signor Mus- 
solini." U Docc is sitting there 
(in a trilby for some reason) 
looking immensely pleased 
with himself, like a Capo Di 
Tuth Capi who’s just arranged 
for a home’s head to be de- 
livered to some unfortunate 
recalcitrant. 

ChoteoiKlely-VVfeiTiEX was in 
action ag ain at Highbury: "The 
steads are pecked with some 
60.000 spectators and tremen- 


dous enthusiasm." As a police- 
man fans a spectator, be says: 
“Fainting already’? It can't be the 
beat, so it must be excitement 
- or spegfaettL’’ The match, a 3-2 
victory to England, was a blood- 
bath (though the programme 
had too little of the mayhem - 
there goes my coarse palate 
again), and we were shown a 

headline which in its grated way 
was in a direct line to today’s 
tabloid nonseose: "This Italian 
Football: Not Soccer As We 
Know It". C-W, though, bad kind 
words for the vanquished “Well 
tried, Eltely." 

Cut to the present day, and 
presenter Mark Urban re- 
minded us that "Italy have 
won seven of the last 11 en- 
counters. Perhaps it’s just as 
well they never took up crick- 
et too." Another 3-2 win for 
England tonight would be 
worth a few more bloody noses. 


i 
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Paddock war 
threat clouds 
title climax 


The right result at the 
Japanese Grand Prix 
tomorrow would see 
Jacques Villeneuve win 
the Formula One drivers* 
title. 

However, as David 
-jfremayne discovered, a 
'dispute between the top 
teams and the sport’s 
management is proving 
more than just a 
distraction at Suzuka. 


As Jacques Villeneuve and The FIA wants the teams to 

Michael Schumacher wanned sign a new agreement and 
up for the fight for the world 

championship, storm clouds CHAMM °NSHIP STANDINGS 
gathered behind the scenes in i j vaeneuvo (Can) 7?pte 
the Formula One paddock here, 2 m Shumacher (Gar) 68 
promising a winter of discontent 3 h-h Rrwitren (Gw) 35 
the like of which has not seen 4 p couttham (Q8) 30 
.Upce the war between the teams 5 jAiesi (R)38 
Jjbd the governing body in 1981. g G Berger (Aut) at •_ . . 

Back then, Benue Ecde- 7 q Fuchsia (it) ao 
stone, the president of the teams’ 8 E kvine (GB) 18 
association, Baca, and his lancer, g o Paris (Fr) 16 
Max Mosley, battled against the 10= M HakWnen (Fn) 14 • 
sport's then governing body, j Herbert (GB) 14 
Fisa, and its autocratic preadent. Re****,,. jm^prtcTbmorim* 
Jean-Marie Balestre. Out of the Japanese GP, SuaJ<a; 26 Oct, frand 

animosity came the celebrated 

Concorde agreement, the man- promises to incorporate 
date bv which FI would be run changes proposed by the teams 
for the’ next 16 years. once this has been done. The 

Today Mosley is the presi- teams want the changes incor- 
dent of the FIA, Fisa’s succes- porated beforehand, 
sor, and Ecclestone is its “In the real wozM,” the own- 
vice-president of marketing, er said, “it is the sort of thing 
and now it is them against the that would be settled in an af- 
ffams. When a new Concorde ternoon. But reason, logic and 
agreement was drawn up last responsibility are not things 
year Frank Williams of you expect to find in FI.” 
Williams, Ron Dennis of Another owner, who also 
McLaren and Ken Tyrrell of wished to remain unidentified, 
Tyrrell refused to sign it. When said: “The atuabon Kbuiljhg 
they expressed dissatisfaction up for M aD-wt cojfteLT^ 
with some of its terms most ob- toaBttema^cifai^d* 

setvemcapeciedtbeffobjections ficult winter for FI 
tobcover^me by the time the Agamst Lhis unsettling back- 
Icasoa started But eight drop, the 
months later the differences tenders were upstaged by Eddie 

irrmatient Mosley has threat- Olivier Panis, who exploited 
ened id dissolve the agreement fresh tyres'® 

ended the day only 10th feslfist, 

Weekend fixture guide _ 

TODAY 

Football 


drop, the championship con- 
tenders were upstaged by Eddie 
Irvine, Raff Schumacher and 
Olivier Panis, who exploited 
fresh tyres to set the fastest 
times in yesterday’s training 
session. Michael Schumacher 
ended the day only 10th fastest. 





cessful plans to float FI have 
tended to cloud the issue, ac- 
cording to one team owner 
who wished to remain anony- 
mous. Part of the argument con- 
cerns the money the teams 
expect to receive from any 
flotation, but he said: “It is also 
about our intellectual rights. 
Our right to capitalise on our 
own trademarks and logos, and 
to expect and receive remu- 
neration from any rights in- 
volving them that the FIAsefls, 
such as in the form of electronic 
game rights. Why should they 
sell our trademarks if we don’t 
receive income from that safe?” 

The FIA wants the teams to 
sign a new agreement and 

CHANWONSwjp CT/^DINGS 

1 J Vflteneuve (Can) 7?pte 

2 M Shumactar (Gar) 68 

3 H-H Frertzen [Gat) 35 

4 D Coutthard (GB) 30 

5 J AteSi (Ft) 28 

G G Berger (Aut) 34 

7 G Frstehefa (H) SO 

8 E Irvine (GB) IB 

9 0 Paris (R) 16 

10= M Hakkinen (Fn) 14 
J Herbert (GB) 14 
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Big wheels keep on turning; Jacques Villeneuve, who overdid the braking in his WDfiams 
yesterday) makes Ms way Into the Suzuka pits Photograph: Sadayuld MikanO/AP 


but said: “Wsvrorioed on the ba- 
sic set-up today. I stopped ear- 
ly this afternoon, because I had 
finished today’s planned pro- 
gramme and I did not want to 
use another set of tyres:” 

Nevert heless, the PerraiTs 
performance has bolstered the 
German’s hopes. Though Ferrari 
technicians have been, tight- 
lipped on the subject, Schu- 
macher is believed to have 
benefited- from a new system 
which electronically modulates 
the engine's torque curve to en- 


Amcb v Mtnatay. ChKfctarton v UmbMI GUi 
Otaonp Norm Bitf vCHwaK Ho** OS (Jo** 
V A0wrtoo CoSnVs; Ntanwkft v Quracxun: 
fkssmMB vNBHcaatelbwi; St Haim w 


JEW580N WESSEX EHfiUe LM*Vkm B«“ 
Spate Nswtxiy vWMjoow; «Mnv Omm- 
bo; Mrosbuoues V WHM mh: Bradnn* 


Awtftwn SouSwra Dhbton: .ftwtam vQr^ 
* rt,ra,n S-«srt now) v Chwidon: 

YriBvHwBnL 


tgnnbuwK 

C*#*X*v 

r*nuSnm‘ Bbb- 


jNntjnrtr 






rwfc»; Hytho * ErahTtennSwfr 



IKIGRUtK EXPRESS WDlAHDAUJMiCE: 
Bti^vPBnrfan^Kki^ Norton vHalMOuwn 

v Bottom St Udttfe 

Sugwte vVtotkwSBtti 

JEWSOMEXSTBUJ lEAQUe^^^* 

C fWMn v UtaOan.- Afewtrojtf*' Gw* 
vanottn atom « FBhs&w stwmuw* 
HKMttfrrtMy 'town v Bury 


Caaettv»toflfcCW*v HhVtemgJfWJ 
Cutwa vaSocrr, Ewing** 

I baouBtrvflxlngUfT 'amere: MartfgdwiCH v 


OmdanFftSBCkr 


scornsHOUMJFnHQCUP 


gjSc i&jsestfsssi 

w8fc»crth_ Bmv DM. 


* JOtJHHAL W0HLWD 

pawiomBDv 


otm v Bui*** WtW 
vbWKjw 1 


banes performance. Ferrari only 
recently complained about a 
similar system used by McLaren. 

■tyres proved a problem for 
Villeneuve, who was 11th fastest, 
after he damaged one of bis sev- 
en allotted sets by flai-spotting 
a lyre under heavy braking. 

As a result, the Canadian will 
have to compromise on his 
track time in today’s official 
qualifying session. “We im- 
proved the car a lot already - 
there is still a lot to come out 
of it so I am very confident” 
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Villeneuve’s title, 
Williams’ glory 


If Jacques VUIeneuve 
becomes Formula One 
world drivers* champion 
in Suzuka, Japan, 
tomorrow his team, 
Winiams-ftonault; will 
applaud him. Deep down, 
however, says Derick ABsop , 
they will feel that the real 
success is theirs. 


No one within motor racing can 
genuinely believe that Jacques 
Villeneuve is the best driver in 
the world, just as few would se- 
riously claim Damon HSU was 
last year. Michael Schumacher 
remains a class apart: and that 
suits Wniiams-Renault fine. 

Williams are on the verge of 
a recoto ninth constructors’ title, 
as weO as the individual prize, and 
they will consider Vifleneuve's 
coronation as both confirmation 
of their continued superiority and 
vindication of their policy on the 
hiring and firing of drivers.lt is 
generally accepted that had 
Schumacher been in a Williams 
Instead of a Ferrari this season 
he would have secured the cham- 
pionship long ago. 

The Oxfbrd^ire-based team 
have taken much criticism for 
*103115” world champions. Nel- 
son Piquet, Nigel Mansell, 
Alain Pros and HBI all left them 
after winning the tide. There has 
been speculation this year that 
VSleneuve might join the tri- 
umphal exodus. 

But then Williams view rac- 
ing asa team game and the dri- 
ver as another member of that 
team. Rather than blow the bud- 
get on retainers they prefer to 
invest in the next car. They 
pulled out of the bidding for 
Schumacher two years ago be- 
cause they fell $20m (£125m) 
a season was too high a price to 
pay. Their trade record indicates 
their business sense is not awry. 

Motor racing’s critics say it 
cannot be a true sport because 
the car and not the driver is seen 
as the important factor. But 
Patrick Head, Williams’ tech- 
nical director, argues a success 
for anyone other than Schu- 
macher would not devalue the 
championship. Head said: 
“There has seldom been a 
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champion who has not had the 
best car. Being world champi- 
on does not prove you are the 
best driver in the world. Win- 
ning is a team effort and the dri- 
ver is part of the equation. 

"Jacques is not as adaptable 
and good in all conditions as 
Schumacher is. Schumacher is 
a more complete driver. But 
Jacques is still in his second sea- 
son of Formula One.” 

WQb'ams elected to partner 
ViDeneuve with Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen rather than FGU this sea- 
son and although the German 
has had a generally uncomfort- 
able ride Head contends there is 
no evidence the Englishman is 
any better than the Canadian. 

Head said: "Jacques caught 
up Damon in terms of perfor- 
mance in the second half of last 
season, but then when you are 
ahead you have to put a bit 
more conservatism in your dri- 
ving. whereas the man chasing 
you has less to lose. So I 
wouldn’t like to split the two. 

“What I will say about 
Jacques is that he is a vejy in- 
dividual character, a very fine 
driver, and quite a lot of teams 
would like to have him.” 

Head also takes the view we 
may not have seen the best of 
VDJeneuve or Williams this sea- 
son because of the driver’s **in- 
dividual” preference on set-up. 

“We have a difference of 
opinion on settings, altbongh we 
haven't had the stand-up rows 
that haw been reported," Head 
said. "Jacques likes stiffer set- 
tings, whereas we believe softer 
settings would be more appro- 
priate and productive. This is 
something we are going to have 
to work on over the winter." 

The title balance shifted Vfl- 
lencuve's way after Schumach- 
er was shunted out of the 
Luxemhouig Grand Prix a fort- 
night ago. by his youngster 
brother. Ralf. The Suzuka cir- 
cuit should suit Villeneuve and 
his car, and Head is anxious to 
avoid a last-race decider, at 
Jerez. Spam, in a fortnight. 

Head said; “The same thing 
that happened to Michael at the 
Nurburgring could happen to 
Jacques and I wouldn't feel des- 
perately happy going to Jerez, 
with say, a three-point lead. 
Wfe'd like to finish it at this race.” 
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BOXING 

; Eubank’s 
: build-up 
: grounded 

i Whether or not it was a blast of 
hot air was unclear, but Chris 
i Eubank' s hired helicopter was 
; caught in a crosswind yesterday, 
meaning that he was unable to 
: attend his head-to-head meet- 
i ing with Joe Calzaghe in 
i Sheffield before tonight's vacant 
World Boxing Council super- 
middleweight title fight at the 
Sheffield Arena. 

“I expect to stop him," 
Calzaghe said as the press con- 
ference went ahead minus one 
of the combatants. T think he 
will fight a cagey fight, biding his 
time and doing some posing. He 
may pose, but I will be pressing 
him for every minute of every 
round. When I catch him prop- 
; erly he will go definitely." 

Naseem Hamed, who tops 
the bill with his World Boring 
: Organisation featherweight ti- 
tle defence against Jose Badil- 
lo. dropped his guard to pay the 
greatest compliment he has af- 
forded an opponent. Hamed 
said the Puerto Rican No 1 
mandatory challenger will pre- 
sent the toughest challenge of 
his 28-bout career. 

Hamed has often belittled 
and derided anyone sitting 
alongside him at news confer- 
ences, but there seemed gen- 
uine appreciation for a man with 
one defeat in 21 contests. 

Badillo had the Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation feath- 
erweight champion, Tom 
Johnson, on the floor three 
times during a 1995 challenge 
for the American's title, but the 
judges wem for Johnson. 

“To do what he did to Tom 
Johnson, a champion who I 
have also boxed, demands re- 
spect.” Hamed said. "He prob- 
ably caught Johnson in a better 
state than me and yet be put him 
down three times. So I would 
definitely put him at the top.” 

HOCKEY 

Peam back 
to reinforce 
Reading 

Reading have a testing weekend 
ahead as the Premier League 
stages back-to-back fixtures to 
allow for postponements when 
England go to Cairo at the end 
of the month. 

The defending champions, 
who started the season with an 
emphatic victory over newly 
promoted Doncaster, visit Can- 
terbury this afternoon and en- 
tertain Old Loughtonians 
tomorrow. 

They welcome bade the New 
Zealander Karl Sanders and 
the England international Mark 
taun, who was rested last week 
after playing in the World Ju- 
nior Cup. 

Reading have registered the 
Canadian international Tobin 
Seagal while Old Loughtonians, 
who hope to have their captain, 
Ian Morrison, back following a 
hand injury, have also turned to 
the Maple Leaf with the sign- 
ings of John Mackinon and 
Glen Prebble. 

Teddington will be coming 
home to the pitch they used for 
their home games last season 
when they visit Hounslow this 
afternoon. They play Southgate 
away at their new ground at 
'Bent Park on Sunday. 
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Mrs Mataprop, 1M Bb, Pure Cotnddenco. Hahnahere, 14-1 Bdd Edgt, Bhwtdge DancwThmks- 
ghring. Tlppftt Boy.1B-1 Banning bam Blade, 25-1 legs Be Friendly 
1995: Has /cat 9AM Tetbutl n-2 (B Meehan) dawn (t?) n ran 


Selsdicm LA ND OF DREAMS 

Rffinl PRINCESS ROYAL .STAKES (Group WCLASS |BBC1 

I’J-wl A) £50,000 added flIBes 4 mares 1m 4f £31,4001 

1 1-6345 RS1E WHiS (BB) (Dj (Sodarta Reffeg SAS) P B®y (FI) 4 9 0 TJ«et6«B 

flted. dak Uua epads*. md can yetoe car 

2 46454 StiOW PRWCESS (31) (D) (Lord WoretorfJ Lnnl ftn»ngd»i 5 9 0 - HtlKfeWM7 99 

FMs«jaH«tAjofcwd>edic3p 

3 440404 AayOAUJUS^Wll^HtoralPK^i^aB?- JlFsBonS 95 

, » » 

5 234314 DaAAHII^trt^TCtereRaaigJMSlOl&aB? _0PWfcr2V 96 

Lrh bbe. efafc M« autets. da* t*« cap 

6 621162 GRWSlIUA^d^mAMBudgstODUxlefaB/ T(Mmi5 99 

Salman prtt greyate*^ quartered cap 

7 63121 SAAFEYA (St^ Alrwd AJ M*8Mii) J Gosden 3 B7 L Dettori 4 M 

ifelow. tfad cpa J cflM. yaftw bp 

-7dsctarad- 

BETTTNG: 54 RelneWetts, 74 Saafeya, 4-1 Bombazine, 1 i-a DeUah, Snow Princese, B-l Gran- 
U Lass, 16-1 Afcatol 

1996: Time AJtowed 3 6 7 J Raid 15-2 (M S*JUK) drawn (4) 11 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SNOW PRINCESS, a con fir med autumn mare has the ground very much ri her favour. 
She turned n a typical nn on ground too last for her when stayiig an in fourth in the 
Park Hi ar Doncaster last time Reins Waite also has the 9011x1 In her favour, though 
hat form in modest Group company may not be good enough tor His. Saafeya is im- 
proving and, with Saders Wafc being her sra. she has a good chance of handing the 
grrxrvd She defied a wetter button hi a fifes' handcap at Haydock a fortnight ago and 
her previous Doncaster second to Mthal is loch-sald form with UthaB winrang again since 
and Rudrnental (thnt) such a good second m the Cambridgeshire Saafeya 6 bred to 
get today's longer trip, whle there was Htie between Graceful Lass end Delilah over 
the course and dstanoe n the hanrest Stakes 13 days aga Selection: SNOW PFBWESS 

pTael W1LLMOTT DIXON HANDICAP (CLASS B) IRBC1 
[ 0-00 1 £ 25,000 added 5f Penalty Value Cl 8,238 I 

t &6501 1ED8URR0W (13) (CO) (P Darias) E Aiskii 5 a 0 X Mon 10 118 

Lr/tt (Are, rcysf bU? sfevs S 

2 000044 CROFT POOL PICT (Coiwyvride Cba*a) J Gkwr 69 C Gdrtsr9fl7 

IMmc red iwrteof marafe J cap 

3 2-2DM AZIZS (tl) (C Bradm) C Egertan 59 2 LDsQtsl1Ii5 

Yq§Okh ptMpks Mpet*. yoEewcap 

4 (20510 FILM'S PET (21) (D) (BradgSEs Partneraftp) R Hannon 3 B B - CLowfter (5)11 B Jf4 

flOrt *«e disc. UadiA trim striped sleeves 

5 002306 □ANCETNBNGKTiAIYAY (8) (1^ (G A Bodey) B Meeten 3 8 7 JH»d5 9? 

BbeK red traces 6 sbsws 

6 220010 MTSY GRIBS (8) (ty) (J K Gffnsij J S Moore 7 8 7 PPMuphy (3)2 112 

UgTt bkxr A arangs tsywa. orange Steves 

7 144320 SURPRISE MSSKM (31) (D) (D fl Bnxhertan) Ms J Rensden 5 97..^! Futons 3 f 13 

L^f» Mre, WMa hoop A armieB 

S 33Z0B ANSmjBAN(14)(I9(AnseterfVttfait9J0eny7B2- „PFessey R4 B 111 

Pupte, write chevron hoop. anMi & cap 

9 000030 RB 3 sntlRY(31)(P](MSSairetars|MSai>da3462 SDrewneSIM 

fled A yocmr (hated), aiaevee jemrsaf, yeiaw cap. red spots 

10 126012 HSTVICnVE DREAM (7) (D) (K trary) K hoy 3 8 2 . .Martin Dwysr 6 B 105 

tetow Whle hoop 1 amfefc. wtea & yoBanr chart cap 

ft 0340E GOfCSAVWapfl (D)(BF){T1w Square %te)WMu99onBB1 .TSprekeUHO 

Art*. eowBlrfflrafln spaMi sowaUgnen dames, pwj* asnJeO: smaatf green coo 

T2 341224 SHALSTAYHOLY (9) (D) (J S R Issue Ud) G L Moore 3 7 12 JQuton71W 

Pi*, gray spots & ateeves; pink cap 

a 205313 LEVB1ED (7) (D) (BF) (Moygain Lfcft M Chamon 3 7 V) R Flrnich (3) 13 117 

Roiel bba wife Imerfed tnanglB 
-I3d«tered- 

Mhtnum weight 7st UXb. TmolOKBoapmigttLBnlQdTstSb 

BETTING: 4-1 Surprisa IfitukM, 5-1 feted. 7-1 Patsy Grimm, 6-1 lMbuntm.9-1 ShaMayfwIy. 
10-1 Ai m fa wn . Gone Savage, 12-1 DMIuuIra Dream, Rurffs PH, 14-1 Croft Pool, 16-1 
Da m a llul^X i ti way, 2P-1 LeveBgd, Rap ort ory 
1986c Tadao 3 B "C M Roberts 20-1 (M Jotnsun) drawn rw) 17 ran 


FORM GUtOE 

StiniTier Scjialman from a stands sste draw yesterday so AstaLRATSy GRIMES and 
Surprise Mission canal be considered with thalr draw. The runner to Main If* Mfcig | 
cendtions Is Patsy Grimes, an n4onn mare who got up late to beat Anseflman (2b bet- { 
ter) at Haydock a fortnight ago Palsy Grimes atso gate a 6«J pul tor If* Sandwm beat- 
ify by RMS's Pet, who has a high draw here. Surprise Mbaion (hampered earty h the 
Portland) staoBed horns in tcniblB grwtd at Chaster in May and his cause second to' 
Btesm gx xteguise gives ton every chance today with OEvief Pesfler booked. AztezL an 
ftxcetent tourtti to WBdwood Ftawer In the Ayr Gold Cm ran fast in the heavy jpouid 
when second to Tamba at Newcastle fW) in JkjngL UsSNirrew faces a stem tesr u*ler 
10S aftBTHs course win on the fast from Cmwded Am*, and ft wtitwtxaden may also 
find out the back-to-torm Croft Pool. There isnl much to choose between oid rfwafs Db- 
ttnethre Dream and Stmteteyhoty, but Dancathanightaway (ctom five) has won In the 
soft and is weighted to beet the pair an ftartc rurswig n August SHactiocc FWSY GHKES 

[ a ini FINANCIAL DYNAMICS RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) 
l“- lw l £20,000 added 1m 2f Penalty Value £12^21 

1 Wtl OARlSf RHAreOOY (17} (D) (Chns hteKfyj Lady Hantss 497. fMBJdwyJ 

2 4403 WWTEH ROMANCE (21} (CD) flbMofn AJ Msktun) EDurtop496 J1HB87 

3 300603 MLCUIA(20) (D) (T G Vttona) P M*n 6 9 2 — ICftHOflAB 

4 nog GRSI5IEAD (USA) (16B) (D) SwAh Uoftamrned) J Gosdsi 4 9 0 LDHtodB 

5 -2 TIB Al£ZAL(26)(Hasad Spooner) WJbrvw 3 S 11 ^Smdsretl 

6 23im ESKTIAAL (USA) (IQ (D) (Mantel Ai [^artoun) J Dunlop 3 B W RHBsBB 

7 0000 ANOTHER TIME (7) (D) P Sfiwn) S Abo* 589 JRdd9 

B B0002 IOMERTO pi) (D) (Sdeh Al Hgmazi) V Soane 4 B 7 H Ftraadti (3) 1 

9 00004 PREMIER BAY (16] (D) (Pune Carid) P Hurts 3 86 GCwtwSB 

0 -3TOO HBffTAGE (37) (C) (HF) (H^dve Rxng) J Gaaden 3 B 3 O Pesfler 10 

11 DStfi CUGMA (H) (□) ff&fi B Sms) G BHdng 3 8 2 SDftM»2 

Mninunr nraght Ssl 7B> f3YO 8si 21DJ True lencScap warghcr Looiberfo 7sf 731b. Cugina 7st T3b 
BETTING: 4-1 Ateai.5-1 Winter Romance, 114 Esttiaa. H Heritage, 7-1 mama, 8-1 Cugt- I 
na. Dwtrii Rhapsody, 12-1 Gnansttad. 14-1 Ancdiaf Ttaa, Prendw Bay; 16-1 Lonteta 
1898: Proper 3lue3 62 SSantea C- 1 mfite) dram (5) 6 ran 

I A An l HYPERION STAKES (CLASS B) £12,000 added 2YO 7f 
l ^* u l Penalty Value £7,178 

f non CHIPS (21) (D) (Lucayan Skd] D BsHorn g 5 OPoa6ar5 

2 e JAZZ CLUB (USA) (S3) [IYS rash to P CctoS tfl TO*Vl2 

3 06400 BATSWING (23) (Rrttaid Witas) M Meads 8 H KFMbn3B 

4 K LA-FAAH (53) (C) (Hsndan AJ MakSUTi) B tfe 8 11 RU4 

5 122503 SMOOTH SAILING (24) (A R RnEh) K McAiffe B 11 JRoidlB 

-5 declared - 

BETTING: 6-4 La-FaHi, 3-1 Jaac CMx 74 CMpa, 7-1 Batswing, 1M SnooHlSaHng 
1996: Andreyev B O M J Knane IB-30 (R Hsrron) tfeenn (4) 6 ran 

c'-i'cl DUKE OF EDINBURGH HANDICAP (CLASS C) £12,000 
°* Ia l added 1m Penalty Value £9,378 

1 -4060 WHJOH ARSENAL (93) Quansa Fbnns ErtieSB) K Bbhcp 5 D 0— Jt Flrench (3) 7 

2 -36000 MU3KK HOUSE (30) (The Money Man) Gay Ksfemy 4 99 KFaflonSB 

3 01*023 POUSHRHYTT« (9) (D) (G HiCbart? G HH*ad4 98 J Reid 17 

4 541 DSERTTRACK(B4)(EQ (SheMi Mohammed) JGo3den396 — - L Dettori 2 

5 061430 0 FACTOR (30) (D) (HGCofcJDHaydi Jones 5 9S S Drowns IB 

B BHRE ROCK FALCON (10 ) (D)(ERbOb 0 Lady Hanes 494 Dsan tflcXsown 15 B 

7 OU601 MYRTLE QUEST (19) (D) (Mbs M Shotfta) R Chartoi 5 9 2 TSpraico3 

6 300465 PLAN FOR PRDFTT (S6) (PnAczkral Reang) M Johnston 3 9 1 DHsttndlS 

9 -60530 TKTTHEWATS1 pi) (C) DSThreadwHJRHsmenaBO DaraOTte>14 

ID 606-50 P0LAflECX(PSE(158) UR&XKfl BM&ehai48 fl HTUMIIT 

n 32204- ZYtSO (USA) (427) (The Besdhdownas] R Phlps 5 8 G Ji Partem 1 

12 5566 ABAJANY (20) (D) (John Whte & Pannaoft U Chamcn 3 6 C JFortmS 

G -0KW PHONETIC (38) (D) (UssBSwiej G&ktog48 ri. P P Ifeqfty (3) 12 

H 5-524 SYCAMORE BOY (USA) (20) (G A Moore) Lad h*rtrgdcn388 O Pesfler 13 

6 -3000 IBiRtZ (7) (p) (Namandy DMtaprnt^ R AWiret 5 B B T Quinn 10 

■6 40120 DUMMS5 GOLF TIME (24) (BF) [Carrtr Frahp) Lcrd Hi*itngrtji « 3 4 — RHBb9V 

17 543611 2^D?(P)(G^d^RBlnetrtvLkOJttoiaon47ll RtMtar [5)16 

e 294040 CAUDfliO (30) (D)(WAKarreon-Abi)MsNDutfiHd4710 JQubmB 

S «B.'40 PRENONAMOSS(19)(D)(MsWAOrarn)DAibulhrn(9 7D Malta Dwyer 4 

-19 declared - 

flfinmum Hfgrc 7sf fOb True handicap negrte.' Caucato TSISftv Pmnonanma 7al58) 

BETTING: 5-1 Ilyrtto Quest 51 Test Ths Water, 7-1 Pbonabc.51 DasarllVack. 10-1 Durnnsr 
Golf Tana. Zare,MiBtz, 13-1 Abajany, Mualck House, Sycamore Boy, Pottah Rhyttna, 14-1 Plan 
For Profit Q Factor, Rock Fatoon, 20-1 others 
1996: Ugh Ptenun a 8 C A Cdm m-i (R Fahey) dram (7) 24 ran 


PUNTERS' GUIDE 


BANGOR 


HYPERION 

2.10 Johnny-K 4.1S Millcroft Riviera 

2.40 Hacketts Cross 4.50 Raining Stairs 

3.10 Saint Clel 5.25 Curraduff Moll 

3.40 Real Tonic 

GOING.' Good 

• Left-hand, undulating course: run-in 325yds. 

• Cotne Is 4m SE of Wraaham near ymetan of A325 and B506B service from Wfrodiam 
statai AOMSSKM: POktock I» Cana » (imteMBa free al endoues). CAR RARK: Fi«a 

• LEADING TBAINBIS: D Nteftofeon 12-43 (Z79%L G Fttchsrtta B-70 (f71%l N TVvtaton- 
Davies 9-58 (65%). J Mackta B-48 (167%). Mra S Smith 8-57 (M%. 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: RDunwoody 25- 79 (316%). A Maguira 0-53(225%) CLtewoUyn 
9-52 (173%). T Elay 9-88 (101%. A Thornton 6- Si (116%), R Johnson 5-41 (122%.. 

• FAVOURITES: 155408 (39%). 

fflJNKHTED FgSTTBffi: Sigma ftm P4C^ Loughdoo (4BL Annie*aKRchBn (4SQ (venred) 

— JaI THREAPWOOD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 

2m 4f Penalty Value £2,389 

1 P-3B2 RH) ICCK (1 1) (D) (Mre C E GddswUtiy) P Bowen 6 ti 5 B Fenton 

2 146 YOUNQ DALSUAN (25) (C) (B J Ganett) A Streeta- 4 11 4 -TBay 

3 0030- JENNES PR05reCT (211!) (fas R H Thompson] J J ONai 6 K) E -..-R Mc&Bfll (5) 

4 6/S-2 JOHNNYK (16) (BF) (Norwood RvtWBlDNchcfeanB DC R Johnson 

5 4FUP5 HR FUDGE (l^(D)(Mks Jean WRobreonJMSoiKfdynD 12 B Parker 

e 4 OBajOS(lKAJ(7)«3tesAfmta(FeedRDiii^fcfesSHtoiTe B C. — BAmol 

7 GUNieiB SPECIAL (F96) (Tta Rafrig POmm*# J Nwfe 4 V ft ..JCdW) 

8 PIAUSUN (F788) (Rrtp Wfansl W G M Tuna 1 4 D tl -JPowarp) 

9 50(M- TOBY (169) [R Tyre) G Ffchards 4 t) It LWyar 

t) 440- CRYSTAL JEWEL (168) (Mralzabal P*>ar) PHgdbs5 07 RDiaamody 

ft JILL (NZ) (Homs Assocfflee) S BtoJiSibw 6 D 7 C Maude 

-11 dactared- 

BETT1NG: 54 Jofaiaiy-K. *-1 Tbb* 9-2 Ciyatel Jatret, 51 Rad Hack, 10-1 Ytaung DaleiBaan, 12-1 
Obetos, 14-1 JB, 20-1 Jennie* Prospect, 25-1 PtaualBura, Gunner B SpodaL 33-1 Ur Fudge 
1996: Ba Mala 4 Q 11 J Ratal 9-4 far (Ms A SwftH*) D ran 

— Af\ STADCO HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 
■^^1 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £3,355 

1 2T2F-1 C00UratHBK)(12)(D)(JPMaJYYC0Ch)RA»iBr711O PHofay 

2 PP-5T1 FH) (m OAT5 (22) (John Kottto) Mss V Wbns 9 ft 9 R Johnsai 

3 233211 HACKETTS CROSS (56) (C) (D) (G W Bhecoe) P Eodee 9 n 9 Rttawmody 

4 HU553 SK3IABUM(12)(D) (KWBel4SonL«) JD9»a8D13— MchaelBranomP) B 

5 t-1022 TBalAYTTAITCH (t^ (B^ (Aniew Pateaon) J Gckfe 5 D 11 Sfartorp) 

BETTING: M FM On Oats, ll-ATBeJayWalteh, 3-1 Coottaw Here, Hacketts Crass, 1M Sigm 
Run 

199& Pmce Skybud 5 « 0 A Magure B-tltar (P Arson) 5 ran 
f o i/y l NUMARK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £5,000) (M | 
°- lv l added 2m If Penalty Value £3,534 1 *** I 

1 26030- WSSROBSTIt) (212) (MG Llaalandftnnere) J0Shea4 t2GMWiaefBrtnn»ffl 

Wria purple stars, mane stems, msuve cep. (wife ta 

2 00045 SABfT CIB. (USA) (F22) (Tam Raong) F Jordan 9 tl 6 R Johnson 

>t*w. rofol a* rr&t- linmnti tZabc*) on stoemxs, myrfiibe rap. yi*Mrt6omond 

Z 630re- TRaKHDSTO (F16)(D)(P McCain) D IfcCw 7 HO TJwta 

Bait*, yeaav cross belb and deem, red cap 

4 FSJ66T FERRURNO p19) (P) (P M Hch) P Hd i 9 D 13 .VGrittillH[7) 

tetow maroon sash, hooped sleeves, maroon cap 

5 1J3444/ THROWei(Fia») (Mari, Owen) SBnrtetmr 6 012 . C Mauds 

flbwf Hb red amwaW (peart datob. AgAw/sfeews. quartered cap 

6 220/1- TBUPhat (413) (Ifl WCHajnssjJ Hbynas 900... . - ... DPeriier 

Ftat )etow cross bats, nMa stsevas, red end Ktow st*»3 cap 

7 SOLDIS7 lMK(Rir)f%£? Aid Crown BtqfetasyjMadH 4 W5---EHuetXBidp) 
Oarlr Bite. Wta* Fjole (Samantl hatred sfemea yeflow cap. dark Uua damnd 

B -TC13 VINTAGE TAfTTHGER (17) (D) (BF) fljfe+tard flaong ) J Gdcie SOS S Taylor (5) 

MBom kft Uue hoops, tore (fee cep 

9 32RJF- CARROLLS ROCK (16QPF)(Ctts( La Ifelta^RainwshfflC tan 6 0 4. RDmwoody 
Ibfow, black epsubts end doevei 


WORCESTER. 


HYPERION 

2.25 Margi Boo 4.00 Hugh Deniels 

2.55 Mr Strong Gale 4.30 Destin D’Estruval 

3-25 Euphoric illusion 5.00 Sound Appeal 

GOING: Good (farm and southern bend - Good to FrmL 

• Left-hand causa, level with long straits, easy turns and a one furlong run-in. 

• Course is on toe A443 by the FBver Severn Worcester (Foregaw Si) station Ini AD- 
MISSION: Club £13, TOttersalls E1Q SArer Rrig £550 (OAPS haB-pnoel CAR PARK: Ree 
except £Z Into Perxc Car Park. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 38-135 (281%), D Nktooteon 28-79 (329%). K Bafley 
34- «a (235%). P Hobbs 22-107 (206%. P Nfohbil* 10-49 (245%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P BAcCoy 47-1B5 (2S3%1 A Magulrs 24-169 (6.1%). N WtBamaon 
ffl-127 (B.1%) YY Marston 14-163 I8£%L R Johnson 13-83 (157%. 

• Favourit es: 236 -655 (36%l 

BLMKEHH? RRST THE Do986» Dan (225), Vision Of Random (335) 

o be I BROCKAMIN AMATEUR RIDER SELLING H'CAP HURDLE 
^■^ 0 I (CLASS G) £ 2,375 added 2m Penalty Value £1 ,951 


15345- FONTANAYS 


3S3PU4 HALHAMTARN 




J Mamersi H Msrnvs 7 ft 2 Mr A OhartaJonea (7) 

-MrJQorifey (7) 

SS^ WW MaiB^BgCJnnigrog .*6 mBSm*(7) 

-543SP DISTANT STORM (47) (DHModQBUewelyn 4 n B __J«ssEJ Jooss (7) 

7 340W- ALDINGTON CHAPPIE (450) (D) (M haemaniT VYafl 9 10 B Jflsa L BOSCrtl (7) 

6 8442 MARGIBOOflS) (S B IRaavj) M Shqpp3id4 DO Mr 0 McPInB m 

9 4W4 MERELY UORIAL (28) (PAssal)BPreac86 DO JRr J Gahttteln (7$ 

5, SgSP- ANTW^OTLINTY (19 ^ (H A N QfthriarQ H Oflwdetl tt D 0 Mr W O-Powlet (7) 
■a OOQfDP POSSES DAM P3) 1M Ephgrewg) B fteeoB 500 Mr R Baris (7) 0 

’^^^^P^^^^adtSfeiten^McrJstSaSfcFwFromtaW 

BETTWG: 10040 CflMaln Msnafada, 4-1 Magi Boo, 5-1 Fonanays, 1M Gr3ndAnpteu*a,7.THal- 
ham Tten, 8-1 Handy Mortal 12-1 DbbrtStona, ifrt Akflngtoo Chappie, 2D-1 Pfaroae, 25-1 dbers 
1996: Hamdryad 8 ffl O » R^ Thornton (7) 1M tor ilfta V WareQ u rai 

l ocg l WARNDON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4,075 added 
^- 00 1 2m7f 11 0yds Penalty Value £2,955 

» 2U-GP/ CHARL£S QUAKER (517) (Graham HjtiJMSabman 7 IOC WMamtoi 

2 23422- COOLWEAT)«(J58J(BJHNJ)CftWttJi9»ia Hr 0 Mefifafl (7) S 

3 IFF/34 COO HARDl DANCER (29) (p) (ta S 5tNh) l*s S Smtn 7 , 4J O G F Rwm (5) 

4 OTR- KSMAGTCpSSJttaDYWtoyJFftiRleyODtZ WMcFartandV 

5 22WI- MR 6TRONG GALE (158) (T G A Choppa) P Nchck 6 O O . Tj Murphy 

S 46343 PHARARE(t4(G)lCFCdcMtCun)RIAbodhOUEB7DQ- . _WDan 

7 l-OIS SOUTHERNCROSSnVTCH (13) PI Mss j C Andrew;) P Boon 6 0 CN WtSamson 

B F01-PF THEHT0WYMARVB.P) (0)0" R Georgs] TG«ytB 7 K 12 . ^ ,RThwnten(3) 

9 03P30- hND0IILW(316)(Mr5iTDFH9ngton) l*5TPia^Bn7 1)7 G Hogan (3) 

-9 declared - 

BETTING: 11-10 Mr Strang Gate. 4>l Pharare, 5-1 Southemeraaapatcft, 1M Cod Wedhn 13-1 
Cog Hard Dancot 16*1 Hydenrtta, 80-1 Ctatees Ooakcr. 25-1 tea Magic. 33-1 TH? HTpemry Manrei 
1996: Qenfinn Prrcss 8 10 7 D Bynw 7-4 (Mrs M Jcrea) 4 ran 


:(22)(D)(JsckJoMCh)JJoa 
(tflB(D)(HANOP0«*!CflH 
I (•* E|iigwe) BPrsece 5 no 


-ledaw- 

BETT1NG: 94 sure Ctd, 3-1 Mlaa RobartD, 90 SokB« Mak, 5-1 VMage teBUngK 12-1 Csrmfia 
Rock. Ttamenclato, 16-1 Thrower, 20-1 TVraptad. 25-1 Fbmdteo 
1996: Stay With Ma 6 ft 4 J OsOome 5-1 (C Egertan) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SAINT Cl EL wfl taka plenty of beating if the ground comes up soft The raw-year-old 
ran Chai-Yb to two lengths test tone bach at Haydock last season and went on to win 
there off a 9fa higher mark than today's net bma he was given a sharpener an the Flat 
at Newbury tost month and ran really wel lo be third of 22 to Montecnato on hia favtxaed 
soft ground. VMage TMtUnger has been running wel but tas latest run at Perth in third 
to Cheater was disappointing. Miss Roberto had some uaefii farm in p/venfe hurdles n 
teiand. wnaig at RDeoommon and Navan but was (eied off In the Triunuh at ChaNertoam. 
She can win races for John OStwa but has it to do under T2st today. The others are dif- 
ficult to fancy atthough Ttemendteto had a recent sharpener on the FtaL whle Sokfler 
Mak. who last ran at Leicester In August does not appear badly treated. Selection: 

| 0 A f\ \ WILUS CORROON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS | I 
■*^1 D) £7,000 added 3m 110yds Penally Value £4,720 L^ZJ 

1 2301- REAL 7DMC (154) (D) (Hobert Ogden) G fichanfc 7 ft 10 RDwmoody 

AbutetoXfpM check mhu shews 

2 2IP3P GLBmM PfflNCESS (77) (BF) (Patrick McQnly) F Bonn 9 ft 5 R Johnson 

Emerald peon and orange jhAed), orange sleeiex emerald groan cap 

3 14412- TOP JAVALM (NZ)(Z13) (D) (BF) (Ms vaereThjmtN Hawke DDC...-.R Greene 

Stock, red traces, red steeies, bhek armJac. anpedesp 

4 B4fQP- GHUGNHAAGH (296) (C) (D) (MsSAScoO) N lwGton-Davies 11 IDft.CLIaweSyn 

Sage, brwm chevron sfeews and cap 

5 2IBC BAYBlD(7)(CD)(TGKConslnjctnnLW)J03wa6DlC> ...JScttoBl Brereiai (3) 

Wife maroon tayas. >nes and cap 

6 3M-33 CYH ILL HENRY (48) (Chanpayto md i>eams Panne nh p) Smon EarteB CX Mattie 

iWw pwpte chwwK. yeOaH steeves. btockcrti 
-edectared- 

Afanwn eei^ 10 k Trw ftonttert) ireigfc (>ntf Henry 9rt tOti. 

BETTING: 9-4 Red Tonic. 100-30 Btyerd, 7-2 Gton&nn Princess, Top JevaRn, S-1 Cyrtn Henry 15-1 
Ghta GfXKitagb 

»96 Fac*» Ten 8 C 0 J F THtey 3-1 (Mss H Knriil) 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

REAL TONIC dkf not reappear last season unto February, when he fel attoe fifth but 
had looked wel beforehand. Gordon Rfchartts' ruiner went on to wn at Ktoso (2m if) 
next time end added successes at that course and at Hexham Real Tonic has his share 
of w«s?it but sM appeals with dotfxs surrounddnq the other rumers. Top Javelin should 
have the cut underfoot tin he needs and can be gnren every chance judged on his New- 
bury nomce handcap win from Major s Legacy In February He ran just once more, 
teg down a dsiBice to SDverho n wry testing grouid a Newton AbboL Bnyerd, auccessM 
four times steady this season, would have beaen Professor Page, who has won twice 
more since, had he not fata two out at Uttoxeiw n August Ha cfcappoimed at Newton 
Abbot nod time and was easly brushed aside by Crack On n a smal field at Chepstow 
last week. Cyrfil Henry Is «j out of the handicap, while Ghla Gneuteh b down lo a good 
mark but has not shown any worthwhie form tor a long time Glenflnn Princess would 
pose a threat to al it able to produce her best but she has had jxoblems with burst Hood 
vessels and was piled up at Stratford on her latest run in Jdy. Selection: REAL TONC 

l^ ' f c l THELWALL IVCMORIAL TROPHY NOVICE CHASE I PA I 
*^1 (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds £3^99 1 I 

1 34KM MLLCROFT RN1B1A pi) [John Cansri R Ata 6 n 5 ._PHol«y 

Ugti Bub. tod dus, nrral Urn deem raf stors. md cap 

2 /430F- FORSTFEATHBIpe(IKD)(Da«IKnia)CY/eedor9 T) C. GBtatfley 

Orzngs, wfaempfedamond 

3 4AJ3P- LATOTTHYNE(Z3q(SrmSaii3lMy1TRsstEr7 0e B Fenton 

Broom, fee preen deeves, stnpad rap 

4 06049 LDUGHDOO (13Q (BF) f Jm Mcttramj R Lee 9 D 12 LWyerB 

Dsrit ten red eoaufels. Sg/i t**> deem md cap 

5 301- MANAStS (NZ) (224) (D) (Stariey W dartej S Broofcrttaw 6 0C.. . R Johnson 

Q& green and *^strpe3.ttterri»tm)-3npe(}deeves 

6 1P23P1 SA3TON BUR <532) (A Mine) M SoweiSOy Sttt - D Patter 

Blue, whse deem Bue cap. gmen spots 

7 aDF-82 HOLDERS HILL (43) |C E Whedeyi M Uee^wr 5 10 1) CLtewntyn 

Royal Okm. otame crass of toraiie and amWas. aft* cap 

8 Vn-S ROYAL YOflX flX) (Dj /BF) (Rateri Dpden) G Rcharps MO 5 Rfttavrootly 

Mane amp** check wWesfeavec 
-8 d e cl a red - 

BETTING: 7-4 Royal Ybrti, 94 MMcroft RMare, 4-1 Manssb, 5-1 Fbresl Festoon 191 LateelThyne, 

HoJdara HBL 20-1 LougMoo, 33-1 Saxon Fair 

1086: The Lest teteg 6 1) 12 R Guest W-ft ter (IBs 5 Smtti| 9 ran 


RDunw«xb> 


FORM GUIDE 

MILLCROFT RIVIERA is bull for junping fences and dd realty wel on his chasing de- 
but at Emter lo beat a fitter and mare experienced No Light (successful twioe since) half 
a length, relying gamely after appearing to blow up on the run-in. He might only have 
been second had Faustina not fallen two out but that rival showed himsatf to be useful 
by easiy wterarg at the same course next ttma Royal Ybrk is the dear alternative in re- 
ceipt of a stone. Gordon Richards mare scared three times over hurfies last season but 
there may just be a doubt about her on soft ground. Ift a long time s*ice Forest Fbettt- 
er won a race and he s hardy m p rovi^. whle Latest Thyne has stood Sttie raerg and 
is Hcety to need toe nn. Manasla landed a Warwick novice horde by three lengths tom 
B Redde on the test at three nns lest season. Selection; WLLCRCFT HMERA 

n . eft l GREENALLS INN PARTNERSHIP ‘NH’ NOVICE f~r *A ~\ 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m If £2^74 ) ^ I 

1 02329 FOLLOW DE CALL (CD) (D McCar) D McCail 7 tl 5 TJsnta 

flhdt jnEftw crass befc aw stcmms. rad cap 

2 004 BULK0 BOY (N2) (18) (Ntadys Ptotnart^ P Hobbs SDC G tommy 

Etockmf whte (ftofredL hooped stoeves. qusiwsd op 

3 42EPO CHARLEY LAMBSTT (176) (R fiftcheO S D Savala) J Madde 6 10 12 — E Husband (3) 

Pupfe, red seams, anpadcap 

4 GVB4-6 RAWING STAIRS (13) (Dr Kemeth 5 Frffia) G Rchards 6 D 12 Lftfyer 

flqalbkML nh* chevron and rJaevea 

5 22223- HYTHU ROCK (T43) (BF) (Pb» R adcffte) D GandcAi B 10 12 RDunwoody 

FtydbkK.\rtMK?a& demand, hooped sleeves, yet** cap. mpl blue tSamond 

6 m STARCHED KING (1 643) (EMoote)TWfttt C0 12 Gay Lyons 

Htfras Back epadeti chevrons an sfeeves. eftec* cap 

7 300 TREAT ME BOLD (94) (Own 6msi P Bcwan 51012.. ,H Johnson 

ibftw royal ttoo rise, yetowsham, royal Uue spots. wfWB op 

fl PRHJ- TTffi SECRET SEVBt (489) (J K S CressMl) J K Cressnd 7 07 RBissoy (3) 

Red, t^oursaams. hooped cgp 

9 44P2R ANNIES KITCiei (11) (M E Sovnsby) M Sowersby 4 TJ 6 ...D PWtar V 

Msoan and nMs arpes. maroon stones, quartered c^r 
-9dedarad- 

BETTWGc iMRythm Rock, 3-1 Raining Stairs, 91 Folow DeCM.7-1 Charley Lambert, 8-1 Buko 
Boy. 14-1 Tteot Me Bold, 191 Are*rt» Ktehen. 33-1 othwa 
«9& Cartralte 4 * p j Suppb W (Ms A Sriinbank) a ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Rhythm Rock's efforts In tidand suggested he lacks finishing kick and that proved to 
be the case in two runshere to the sprog. Stormy lair weather proved too strong on soft 
ground at Towceoter and he was agan done tor speed in thrd to Morpheus at Uttoneeter 
when stepped up in dfitance. Rhythm fax* s a leading contended but RAINING STAIRS 
ooUC be the one to do him tar pace He has been competing over kxi^r trips and seemed 
to lack stamina when fourth to Pemtands Flyer at Penh n April That was the case al 
Stratford on he. retun, where he was surth to Supreme Charm. Follow De Call had had 
plenty ot chances prior to beating Key Qip over couee and cfistance a month aga Buiko 
Boy yjmped poorly when fourth to Scarlet Rambler at Stratford recently and had Shown 
fritted abAty m bumpers last season. Selection: HANNG STARS 

fb ocl BANGOR STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£1 ,500 added Allies & mares 2m If Penalty Value £1 £87 

1 1 KO- CURRADUFF MOLL (213) (D) jJdn Duggan) N TMStovDaries 6 11 7. . CUnreflyn 

2 ACCOHDION BLAZE IN E 0 fawnl R Woottaw* 5 n 0 _...LWyor 

3 BARTON CHIC (Ms HJOartel SBrookshaw 5 n0.._ Mbs H Hraakaftaw (7) 

4 DUNRAVEN LADY (Dmd Brace) D Brace S fl 0 LHareoy 

5 5 HLOFASSOFF (28) (E R (Wfites) J M Bradey 5 fl 0 BFerfon 

6 25fl- 1DTSCWBW EXPffiSS p«fi (A dappemn) D Gandoto 5 h D Sophie Mtehefl (5) 

7 0 PURPLE LACE (28) (Kevin Dartei Cratbl H Howe 5 H 0 BPomI 

6 RHJHANDEDfDawl Brace) D Brace 6 HO . .. MrSDwack(7] 

9 TO TBIA*S ADVENTURE (106) n R ftoirii) I Rnwm 5 ft O- . Ur A Brown 

» AMBtTDN HEATH |G A Gieavesj B Baugh 4 jo G .Gary Lyons 

ft BOWL OF GOLD (Sufri Partna s bpl Lfe V Wfans 4 P p R Johnson 

O CHAT M THE BOX (Uplands Boodsnck) C Bracks 4 D 0 MBwiy(7| 

13 INDYSUE (R A Uflktas) W G M Tima 4 ffl D J Power (7) 

U 0 JAQLIES GLB( (16) l"fh0 Ytertngs Lmnedi P Hobbs 4 D G Jl Dunwoody 

S 0-3 JOWOCK7Y(16) (ftgvmid Syreteite) Mre D Thomsen 4 0 O J) Pater 

e 3 HAYBR1DGE LADY (88) |Ura J F Dertinckj P Hobbs 4 O D _ .GTormoy 

17 BBSS MOONSTONE (Mrs JUjoyeslCWe^cion 4 10 0. GBrattiey 

B 0 PEJ«YLET(«5)/KJc»ie5)MSirtpanJ4iOO .RMasseyfl) 

-iBdKtorad- 

BETT1NG: 64 CunaitolJ Mott, 6-1 Jatyules Glen, 8-1 Barton CNe, Jowoody, 10-1 Haytoridge Lady, 
Gowt 01 GoU. 12-1 Choi In Rib Box, Lotoctibwg Express. EBopassolt, 15-1 Miss Mo ons t on e, Ac- 
cordion Blice, 20-1 tndysue. 33-1 others 
1996: Lady Rebecca U3A Magure 7-2 (Mas V Wferra) is ran 


-X Atzpuru (3) 


rs-==T DOMESTIC APPLIANCE DISTRIBUTORS H’CAP rfrj-j 
o- 25 1 HURDLE (CLASS C) £4,850 added 2m 4f £3,451 

1 3P52n BAMAPOUR (9) (0) Ms Mary T Burlcel U Ppe 7 C 0 . A P McCoy B 

Bmdbhe and yeaimrsnxs. myal bkie sAseres. jefiow stK, tutor 

2 PflJUO- HAYYKER HUNTER (MSA) (F52) (Dr GMadan fata) HAMust 5114 . .A uasube 

BacK Bat* and red check sleeves 

3 2331 F- SRVEH STANDARD (224) (D) iG W Lugg) T Foster 7 fl 4 .5 Wynne 

Btack. orange Bsc. oatge and attic qiB&ied cap 

4 42113 EUPHOfttC ILLUSION (29) (BF) |Mra S Sm£n Us S Smtfi 6 C 9 — . GFRyan(5) 

Dark Okie targe pa* spoo.plr*c*3 

5 52FU- CASSKHS BOY (195) (0) HyorehM Raongj G5*Oxrrfi RJ7 .. OJMoflstt 

Orargg. Back infie damn}. Oamcnds on stews 

6 5/43F- (S*SY G8)F (155) (GAHubtnd) GHubbard6l05 NWatenson 

EnwoM green, nfnra skews. «iwa« green and write check cap 

7 R20-12 SKRAM (18) (W P Evans) R Dekn 4 03 - JtAtzpwu(3) 

Oo% iwJ sttn aatwfa on sfeavps and sar on cra» 

8 FU3Q2F VSON OF FREEDOM (6)(D) (T G Pncej P Bor*n 9 W 0 . .WMrastonB 

fled. p» damond p»* cra>. wMa spot 
-Bdadared- 

Unmum weigf* fDsl frue tenttap wagfif i'ajon Of freedom ft* 12D 
BETTI 1«k 94 Branapora; 9* Hooter Harter; 5-1 EurepWe Huston. 6-1 SBvw Standard. 13^ Qlp- 
sy Gaol, 12-1 Sttram. 14-1 CasskTs Boy. 20-1 Vtakm Of Freedom 
1996: WbttBshambtos 5 71 S D Moms 3-1 (L Mcntra* Hal) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Euphoric Illusion stepped up to grade at Bangor four weeks ago and. as well as ne 
ran. he was held by Major's Law (winner smea) when pecking badly at the Inal ifghL 


over the course and distance four weeks ago Bamapour has been re-fitted with blink- 
ers at Market Rasen and turned the tables on Wmsford HU before hacking up in a 
three-runner rece at Hereford. He superior fitness over most of these b a likely leBng 
tactor. though one that might halt his run Is GIPSY GEOF. Whto If may not be until 
he goes over fences toot we wll see the beat of Gipsy Geot he has done sulfkaem 
over hurtles to make him a viable alternative to Bamapour at the weights He was 
not seen out unli the end of March last season and then ran wel lor a long way be- 
hind Ring Of Vision at Towcester. and h» was traveling strongly when faBng four out 
In a tvwwntiw at Stratford tn (May Two and a half miles is jusl about nghl for Hawk- 
er Hunter, who showed a return to form on the Flar when beaten a neck in a 12-hjr- 
long handicap under TOst at Doncaster in June Novice chasing last season, he returns 
to hurdSnfl on a 1210 lower mark and with a dflerent trainer. Ute Silver Standard 
who finds Nb form early on. Hawker Hunter has a chance Selection: GPSY GEOF 

n r aa n durr finishing post handicap chase 1 - 7 ^ 1 

1 4.00 1 (CLASS F) £3*75 added 2m Penalty Ifalue £2,655 

1 gj3tSL dr ROCKET P38) (D) (The Racketeers) R DeJn cut) .. . XAbpura{5) B 

and red iqwnBfrtt. wffflB sirews. red c«p 

2 {pp44 lWKANRUN(15KIfl [PSadai RHcdgKE n 7 TDascantep) 

ftel wAte pple dBnuxt saved sleeves 

3 HH& affBBMW (F2 9 (D) [P Date! Y/Mjrfi T1 4 M fachards 

Bach, oe&andUach&tnhondeetes 

4 6S3FT SPW®SUWRBE(47)ftisDVaijchanlBDeHaanT104 S McNeil B 

Pa*, dark htre chevron raid star on grp 

5 03002- Ht£f»(mf p AI*flfiev*dKB*v61I12 .... NWSranwm 

Black. wBmrctiemn. chemm on sleeves, hooped cap 

6 84-445 HUGH DAMELS ( 47 ) Bren Hsnsie;) C HenSw 900 .- . Mbs A Dudley ( 7 ) 

Back, ted cftc, yetow wares, tiack and leWotariseJcsp 
-Ededaied- 

BE1T1NG: 94 Skipermlck. 3-1 Ftom. 7-2 Dr RodreL 4-1 Spring Sunrisa, 8-1 inflan Run. 20-1 Hugh 

DUo te 

1996: totfwm Qperratt 8 ft 4 a P KtCoy 5 2 (9 Uewflynj E- ran 


FORM GUIDE 

Old Dr Hocket re nearly always thereabouts and should lest some of these newcomers, 
bui FRENO. who was begmraig to gel It together ewer hutfles last season, may do even 
batter row he tackles fences. H he does, he fe on a handy mark, and being a hall-broth- 
er to the smart Waterloo Boy rrust count tar something Bupermick tries fences for toe 
first ane and comes here fit from too Flat He a rated on a par with Frero on their me- 
aling form and he should be toe one lo beat with a ctear round. Hugh Daniels and In- 
dian Run have seen better days, and Spring Sunrise, off lot a season after tafeg at 
Huntingdon m May «« and on toe Boor agan there on her reappearance n August 
ha3 more chance if she keeps net teeL SetacUon: FRENO 

r A on I tibberton handicap chase (class c) i r<w i 
£6300 added 2m 4f 1 1 0yd sPe natty Value £4^bj | 

1 3301- DESTIN D'ESTRUVAL (143) (CD) (Darren C Merced □ Nthobon 6 12 0 _ A Maguire 

Stack, nhtg hoops. Back stews, wide spars 

2 1It4F. FINE THYNE (168) (□) (BF) (Refer WegnJ) Mrs A ftrett 8 fl 9 Jt A Fltznraid 

Pink, dark blue hoops 

3 PFflP- MONKS SOHAM (145) (D) (G A Hubbard) G Ki±baRl 9 fl 8 JVPMcCoy 

Enwald green wrae staema, omaraW jjreen and thte checkcap 

4 1P23W AfffiflELOT (7) (CD) (Twry \feiey Rnt Ltd) P Bowen O tin Wltaston B . 

Mane, purple chamn, hooped Om and ccp 

5 4544^ LAKE OF LOUGHREA (12) (D) (BF) (Mrs H J Dulfey) K B^fiey 7 D Q ..N Wffisnoon B 

Green and red fquartawD. yefawstaam rad cap 
-5 declared - 

Mnwium wght ion Tn* nancficap wergrt- UW C* Lcwjhraa 9sf f )2i 

BETTING: 10-11 Destin DEstnrad, 3-1 Fine Thyne. 5-1 AndretaL 6-1 Monte Sohant, 191 Late Of 


1996: Phip'fi Woody 8 10 B J H Kavanagfi 2-1 (N Hendtrsori) 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Fftw Thyne came back from a lengthy absence and had a sound time owr fences tasf 

season, writing three times at Kjempton (m dating a dead-heat with Berude Not lb). The 
smart pernvmer is Hteiy to have another good year but has been unfortunate to have 
been (frown agamst DESTIN D*ESTRUVAL He started oM over hurdtes last season and 
it was nol urttt he reverted to chasng t/iaf he showed his true worth with wins al Ayr (ta- 
tunata but sta a good performance) and over today's course arid dsxanco. Further m- 
provemeni is bkely from toe &»-year-oW and M5l how much he mght have come on can 
be ra nged Irom a firet-cfcisa piece ol work he Okl the other day. Monks Soham came 
irom comparative obscunly last season to wn a pnol race at Market Rosen and then 

Mop up on toaby eppmg proific wmner Stately Home)si wtegfl on Odsfer ground at Slns- 
fotti rte is gomg the right way but sti has a quite a bit to frtd and the experienced An- 
drekrt is more hkaiy to run into a place Lake Of Loughreab not the same horse Tn was 
n the 1995-96 season and may have ha problems Sotodton: DESTIN DESTRUUAL 

c nnl LEIGH HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,925 added 3YO 2m 
L? ,uu l Penalty Value £2.280 

1 I4TCHH1KER IMSS J M Stele) R Wixdioux t) 12 WDwm 

‘ J2J*2t(USAH«)tGonfcn James CossapPIforphyC'e LA^wflp) 

? 2 , . JGuMy ■ 

j wftTS ROUND (F121 (Foimlh) C Dwyer M Q I Lawrence ! 

b U323 3-®4A CREEK (25) (BF) Lba Jouarfril P Hobbe W O - -.. JUIeguve i 

° WHfftLAWHGLE (F1IM) iCtwterham Rating I Mss V Mfams 10 12.. .N WBfemson 

7 P APR*. JACKSON (2tQ(RN Carnal) PDafetB 7 RThonttonO) 

| GROVEFAIR DANCER (F21J iJ £ Price) F 'iterfey D 7.. . ^ ...WMcftetwid 

9 M00NSPELL(F13B) (The Ddnxnj Sever Pataftp) M VMWBOr 07 WMraatoi 

B SOUND APPEAL [F191 (fl W and JRFdo) A Faster W 7 — .9 CWori 

- 14 declared - 

Pr “ rtfl “"«»*. 7-2WhHmhlk!. 92 SHema Creek. T1n2(tortto Round, 1M Sound 
AWWL 10-1 Moompatt. 14-1 Kheyri. 20-1 Hitch fitter. ?s-l ethere 
flutters 3 W 7 L Haiv*y H*av(H Thotcofi Jor^sj C ran 


ASCOT 

2.00: Dr Pong, unbeaten and 

mined by Heniy CeciL 'wffl be a 

popular choice, buy RABAH, wbo 
showed much impf oredfiaaxiwben: 
second in a competitive Ddacast^ 
er rnnseiy last tone, fe likely to pro- 
vide beaer value.' 

□□□ 

2L30: Land Of Drams was an em- 
phatic winner of the Group Tiro 
Flying Childers Stakes at Don- 
caster, but is penalised Sib for that 
win. Proven oaso& ground and the 
winner of five of her seven starts, 
REGAL REVOLUTION holds 
Thanksgiving on recent Ayr form 
over six furlongs and should not be 
inconvenienced by dropping back 
in crip on this very testing ground. 

□□□ 

34)0: SAAFEYA has been brought 
along -<ueadiTy rn typical John Gos- 
den style and looks ready to step 
up into Croup company- Yet to 
race on a soft surface, as a daugh- 
ter of Sadler's Wells she should not 
be troubled to cope with it. 

UJU 

3.35: The old campaigner 
ANSELLMAN relishes soft ground 
and is handicapped to torn the ta- 
bles on his recent Haydock con- 
queror Patsy Grimes. Both have a 
helpfully low draw. 

BANGOR 

3-Ufc SAINT C3EL, who is fit from 
the Flat, could bold the edge over 
Miss Roberto, who looks the pick 
of Mon weights on last season’s Conn 
btn has been off the track for some 
lime. 

□CD 

3.40: REAL TONIC, who stays 
well, comes from a stable capable 
of getting Us horses fit enough to 
score on their seasonal debuts 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS: : 

and should outdasThkrivals.'Thc- 


i5 in good heart and iffianL 
most problems.- • ; T 

□□□ 

4.15: hraXCKOFf RIVIERA, 
beat No li&ht by half a leogdi ow' 
2m If llpyds.at Ereter tet time, 
should have no problems with the 
longer trip here and looks the ant 
to im p rove. HqyailbcfcfB the dan* . 
**=■'. -v ■•.: 

□□□ • ■ .:1. 
4.50: RAINING STAIRS, who 
caught the eye when staying oa 
nicely to be sixth to Supiime 
Charm over 2m 6f 1 10yds ax Strat- 
foni foots capable of a great deal 
better. Rythm Rodk is a. threat. 

WORCESTER 

325: EUPHORIC ILLUSION;6 T A 
lengths ^third to M^jor^s Law over 
2m 4fatBangor last time after be : 
ing hampered, can pin compen- 
sation here. Basnapoor is the 
obvious threat. 

□CD 

4JKh HUGH DANIELS, well batt- 
en in novice chases in his two put-, 
ings iHU term, nevertheless figuma. 
on a handy mart: in hanfficapctrinh. 
pany and might spring a surprise,! 
Freno may give him the most to da'. 

aaa • 

4Jft DESTIN D’ESTRUVAL, > 
progressive sort last season, starts 
the campaign on a fair mark and- 
ean cany on the good work. Fme 
Thyne is the danger. 


W1LMOT DIXON HANDICAP - 1 0- YEAR-TALE 


|i ' I-ji'l,li_L> 


1987 88 89 BO 91 K 


8 2 H 5/20 2 


Wlmilng 


Winner's draw: 


S3 94 95 


21 I 


IJ 


A 8-1 10-1 25-1 TT-1 9-1 A 12-1 8-1 2D-1 


A 813 SnO 73 851 78 A 83 87 BE 


12 4 13 ft 


3 3 4 47 A 33 



Ruamtoflnofwlnnani pteccdlat, 2nd or 3rd In loot rac« 7S% 


& Coastal Bluff 


7T»:¥rFn^:rl?Ii!: 


ri-... 


Tbpbwtner No tralnur has won thta mop more than onca In the past 10 


Tbp locfwy: No jockay has won this race more Itian once in the past « yonra 


TRAINER TALK- CORNWALLIS STAKES 


Rod Milltnanr “Lord Kintyre 

had a bard race at York and he 
didn’t run up to form. He had 
been going through a growing 
phase and is is now bigger than 
he was in the summer. We let 
him down for a month and now 
we’ve got him fit again. He’s 
spot on, rcaJJy working well" 


Mark Johnston: “Land Of 
Dreams is in great form, 
tremendous form. It is not ide- 
al that she is carrying a penal- 
ty for her Group Ttoo win last 
time out, but there are no oth- 
er options. It is arguable sbe did 
not beat much at Doncaster, 
but Dan>U Holland has ridden 
her twice now and says she is 
top class. I don't think there are 
many top-class five-furlong 
horses of any age, although I 
wouldn't underrate a horse 
like Lady Alexander." 

Kevin McAnliffe: “On race- 
course performance Tippitt 

FIRST SHOW 


Boy would be my best chance, 
but Legs Be FHendly is certainly 
no mug. Legs Be Friendly has 
been suffering from his train- 
er running him over the wrong 
trip, and there is not a lot be- 
tween the pair at home." 

Con Collins: “I would not say 
I^dy Alexander was quite at her . 
best [aftershe worked on Tudi^ 
day). I felt the work wouk/- 
leave her at her best for the 


Peter Wahvyru “Regal Revolu- 
tion is in good form. Land Of 
Dreams is the one we all have 
to beat. But Regal Revolution 
will be getting 61b firom her- and. 
that could prove useful." ; ^ 

David Chappell: “I was ex- 
pecting Thanksgiving to have 
to take on Regal Revolution 
[who beat her by two lengths at 
Ayr] again. The five furiongtai . 
Ascot may suit our EUy bettiT 
than the six at Ayr." ^ 



BaBiwaf.araonertierxklNpbcesi.Z3. 
C - Coal H - Wfem HI l - Lxtatfes T- 'Bite 


knteto 


Gacfi Hqt a «h f»odbkptas U a 
C -Cod, H-Hfem HIT -■!*.- 



Big jackpot at Ascot 


A Tote Jackpot pool of over 
£335.000 was only partially won 
at Ascot yesterday, leaving a car- 
ivover of £238,49258 brought 
forward to today’s Ascot card. 

Those wishing to try a per- 
mutation on the Jackpot races 
-the first six races -should am- 
ply decide how many selections 
that want to include in each of 
the six races and then multiply 
the numbers of selections in 
each race together to calculate 


the number of be Is they wish tn 
have. 

For example, ifaponW?, 
wishes to have tari'Seleetioasj| 
running in each race, tbcftcal* 
culation is two x two s twoxtwo 
x two x two = 64bets. ItynD^ 
£64 to have such a pennutHtw* 1 ' 
lo a full £i stake butmost bookr - 
makers will accept penrisstBri* 
ing at 10 pence per En^ which 
would cost £6.40. - - 





























'l - 

V ( r 
V 







19/RACING 



THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
11 OCTOBER 1997 


+ r 


¥ 


TS 






*1 

1 


■ C -i*.- 




--jfS- 




Lady can bring Johnston’s Dreams to earth 


Land Of Dreams was a 

brilRant winner at 
Popster last month 

but she may have to give 

way to another 
outstanding filly, 
Alexander, in this 
afternoon's Cornwallis 
Intakes at Ascot, writes 
^Richard Edmondson. 

Mark Johnston was 38 Yester- 
day but he had little to cheer 
™ Middlehani trainer caught 
the rnoming flUight from Dublin 
to Newcastle following a rather 

“Rf 8 ** ■«*» at the 
Gofe Yearhng Sales. “1 went to 
biy 15 like I had done the pre- 
vious year but l only got six." 
he said. ‘The breeder^ pin- 
hookers and sales people were 
happier than I was because the 
horses were so expensive.” 


If Johnston is to revive his 
spirits it may be that he has to 
gel back on a plane to a for- 
eign auction hall, however It 
was while the trainer was at 
the Keeneland September 
Yearling Sales in Kentucky 
tnat an animal from Kingsley 
House put up one of the most 
eye-catching displays of the 
season at Doncaster's St Leg- 
er meeting. 

The Hying Childers Slakes 
witnessed the sort of accelera- 
tion from Land Of Dreams that 
you would more readily asso- 
ciate from a mechanical vehi- 
cle in the Nevada desert. “Her 
win that day wasn’t a surprise 
for us though the manner of her 
victory certainly was,” Johnston 
said. “She was wonderful and 
it would be nice if we saw a re- 
peat in the Cornwallis.” 

What may be most won- 
derful at Ascot this afternoon 
though is the mood of the 


bookmakers. The idea that it 
only rains on the Crown Estate 
when the monarch 1$ away In 
more agreeable climes has 
gained much credence this 
week In a cultural exchange, wu 
have givcD Pakistan The Queen 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Tedburrow 
(Ascot 3.3$) 

NB: Lady Alexander 
(Ascot 230) 

and they have responded with 

the donation of a monsoon. 

The effect of the soft going 
in Berkshire on two-year-olds 
is indeterminate this afternoon, 
but it is punters who will be left 
with the brief of guessing. “The 
ground will be a trial for most 
of the horses because the vast 
majority will not have raced on 
it before,” Johnston said, 
“tyfe've got no reason to believe 
ours won’t like soft ground be- 


cause she’s very strong, like 
most sprinters I suppose,” 

Land Of Dreams, in sprite of 
her afterburner, is by no means 
certain to confirm Tbwn Moor 
pia rings with Tippitt Boy on 
these revised terms. Others to 
consider are Lord Kin tyre, who 
was second to the unbeaten 
Daggers Drawn in the Rich- 
mond Slakes at Goodwood, and 
Lady Alexander, the only bone 
to have beaten King Of Kings. 
While the latter's Cunagh form 
might not be copper-bottomed, 
the third, Princely Heir, another 
Johnston horse, did go on to 
win a Group One contest. Lady 
Alexander (next best 2.30) may 
just beat Land Of Dreams in a 
fillies' forecast. 

Kingsley House is also rep- 
resented in an opener which is 
short on runners but not on in- 
trigue. Their Equity Princess 
and another contestant, Rabah. 
cannot be ignored with any 


great confidence, though it 
may be that the finish will be 
between the other two runners. 
Dr Rang was relatively unfan- 
cied on his Newbury debut de- 
spite his forwarding address 
being at Whrren Place and this 
$425,000 colt will not attract 
such generous odds today. The 
winner though could be 
Evening World (100). who has 
at least won in the soft and was 
third in Newbury’s annual pa- 
rade of future champions, the 
Haynes, Hanson and Clark 
Slakes, The runner-up. Quiet 
Assurance, has since won at 
Newmarket. 

The day's second Group 
Three race, the Princess Roy- 
al Stakes, is populated largely 
by underachievers. In this 
crowd of giggling girls the safest 
option looks to be Graceful 
Lass (3.00), judged on her nar- 
row defeat by Puce over course 
and distance two weeks ago. 


The final televised race from 
Ascot, however, will be fought 
out by a bunch of old sweats 
short on top-class ability but 
with their attitude unques- 
tioned. In such company there 
is no stouter named runner than 
the course-and-detance winner 
TEDBURROW (nap 335). 

At Longchamp tomorrow, 
one of Michael Tabor’s glit- 
tering equine fleet, Second 
Empire, gets a run out in the 
Grand Criterium. It is the be- 
lief of some, including the 
bookmakers, who have Second 
Empire toward the summit of 
both 2,000 Guineas and Der- 
by betting, that the coll is best 
juvenile at Aidan O’Brien's 
BaUydoyJe stable. This is not 
the hierarchy constructed by 
those at the yard itself, though, 
who send Second Empire car- 
rying a pot of tea and toast to 
King Of Kings' lodgings every 
morning. 


Jumpers in the picture as York fails to the weather 


National Hunt enthusiasts and 
those who mourn the long- 
departed quick-fire style of the 
ITV Seven will have a pleasant 
surprise today when Channel 4 
televises seven races from Ban- 
gor and Wbrcester instead of the 
abandoned mee ting at York. 


Eddery out of hospital 


After the Knavesmire yes- 
terday failed to recover from 
the soaking it received earlier 
in the week, which also caused 
the abandonment of Thurs- 
day’s card, Channel 4 moved 
quickly to switch coverage to 
the two jump meetings. 


Meanwhile York’s clerk of 
the course, John Smith, apol- 
ogised following the abandon- 
ment of the fixture - earlier 
there had been encouraging 
noises from the track about 
prospects of racing going 
ahead 


“We had good (hying weath- 
er overnight but there are 
patches offalse ground," Smith 
said “In the interests of safe- 
ty, we couldn't take the risk. It’s 
very disappointing and 1 can 
only apologise to the racing 
public.” 


Pat Eddery left hospital yes- 
terday after undergoing an op- 
eration on his back. The 
problems forced Eddeiy to 
bring his season to a premature 
close five days after notching his 
4,000th career win aboard Sil- 
ver Patriarch in the St Leger. 


Eddery's agent, Teny Ellis, 
said- “ Pal is really pleased with 
the way things have gone. The 
numbness has disappeared 
from his legs.” 

Second fire at stables of 
Luca Comani, page 7 
William Hill sold, page 24 


Swing’s high gives way 
to the Singspiel era 


Celtic Swing was hailed 
as a wonder horse when 
annihilated Singspiel 
at Ascot three years ago 
today. But although 
defeated then, Singspiel’s 
durability has sealed his 
place in history. 


There was little room for ar- 
gument after Celtic Swing saun- 
tered away with the Hyperion 
Stakes at Ascot exactly three 
years ago today. AD but the 
most cynical spectators were 
convinced: they had just seen 
a horse of outstanding talent 
akpd promise, a colt who would 
^Purely go oa to compile one of 
the most successful careers in 
British turf history. 

And so they had only the 
animal in question was not the 


one carrying the claret and 
blue silks of Peter SavDL The 
horse who finished runner-up 
to Celtic Swing that afternoon 
was eight lengths adrift, so far 
behind the winner that few 
gave him a second look. He was 
a two-year-old trained by 
Michael Stoute, whose future 
appeared to hold, at best, a 
chance in a decent handicap, or 
perhaps a minor Group race in 
Italy. His name: SingspieL 


BY GREG 
WOOD 


it is a form book entry 
which tells us a great deal 
more than the bare fact that the 
1994 Hyperion Stakes, which 


# 


CELTIC SWING V SINGSPIEL - CAREER GUIDES 
CELTIC SWING 
Bom: 21 February 1992 
Brown cott by Damblor out of Geftfc Ring 
Race record: TT1/t2t8 
5 whs from 7 races 
Prize-money won: £405,254 

1994 
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SJNGSPJEL 

Bom: 25 February 1932 

Bav ooft by in The Wings out of Glorious Song 

Race record: 512^2221/1221121-1141 

9 wins from 20 races 

Prize-money won: £3380622 

1994 
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does not carry even listed sta- 
tus, was one of the best juvenile 
races of its year. Leaf through 
a decade of records and you will 
not find a better example of the 
capricious streak which makes 
this sport at once both irre- 
sistible and infuriating - Ji is dis- 
tilled in a list of six runners in 
a £10^000 event This is Essence 
of Racing. 

. Within weeks of the Hype- 
rion Stakes, Celtic Swing bad 
won the Raring Post Uppity by 
12 lengths and was quoted at 
just 12-1 to become the first 
horse since Nijinsky to com- 
plete the Triple Crown. The fi- 
nal /eg, the St Leger, might be 
alittle dose to the Arc, but hey, 
be could always win the Arc at 
four. As a hundredweight of ex- 
pectation was loaded on to 
Celtic Swing's young shoul- 
ders, Singspiel slipped quietly 
into his winter quarters. The 
Timeform annual rated him 
joim34feinhisgeneration,30Ib 
behind the colt who had beat- 
en him at Ascot. 

Who then could have imag- 
ined how their respective ca- 
reers would unfold. Three years 
on, Celtic String is in Aus- 
tralia, taking a working holiday 
at the CoBingrove Stud while - 
he waits fin the new British cov- 
ering season to begin. He ran 
his last race just nine months af- 
ter the Hyperion, finishing un- 
placed in the Irish Derby, while 
his pursuit of the Triple Crown 
went no further than the 2,000 
Guineas, in which he was nar- 
rowly beaten by Pennekamp. A 
leg injury ensured that there 
would be no chance to recap- 
ture his juvenile form as a 
four-year-old. 

Singspiel, though, is still 
earning his money the hard way, 
and how. No horse in British 
turf history has won even half 
as much -as the £3,660,622 
which Singspiel has accumu- 
lated to date (Pilsudski, his 
stable-mate, is the second-high- 
est earner, with a mere 
£1,698323). He has won four 
Group One races, indudingthe 
Japan Cup, Coronation Cup 
and Ihienjatiooal Stakes, not to 
mention the Dubai World Cup, 
which has no Pattern status bnt 
is as dose as you can get to a 
racing world championship. 

He will nm althe Breeders’ 
Cup nest month (the Tforf, in 



Level break: Celtic Swing (left) and Singspiel leave the stalls together for the Hyperion 
Stakes of 1994 but their careers took different paths Photograph: Trevor Jones 


which he finished second last 
year, is favoured over the Clas- 
sic on dirt), while a final 
farewdl to British punters in the 
Champion Stakes nest Saturday 
is also being considered. No 
matter what inflation does to 
prize-mcmey levels, his earnings 
record seems sure to stand for 
years to come. 

“Before the Hyperion, we 
thought he was a nice horse,” 
Anthony Stroud, Sheikh’s Mo- 
hammed’s raring manager, re- 
calls. “He had ability and we 
thought be would get better with 


age, bid the reputation of Celtic 
Swing was awesome and 1 think 
that we really saw a superb 
horse that day. He absolutely 
thrashed Singspiel he skated in. 

“Even at the end of Sing- 
spiel’s three-year-old career, 
you wouldn’t say he was a 
great horse, he kept finishing 
second. He’s just a very tough 
thoroughbred with great de- 
termination and courage and a 
wonderful consititutioa. He 
loves racing, he’s been su- 
perbly trained and it’s a testa- 
ment to keeping a horse in 
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How the Racejbnn Form Book recorded the result 


training at five. He’s come a 
long way since Ascot, and 
that’s the wonderful thing 
about racing, you never know 
what’s around the corner." 

For the connections of 
Celtic Swing, though, there is 
nothing but the thought of 
what might have been. "It was 
a great performance at As- 
cot, " Nick Babington, Peter 
Savill’s racing manager, says. "It 
was just a shame about his in- 
jury. A lot of people have said 
that Singspiel unproved a lot af- 
ter that and be probably did, but 

I know that Michael Stoute rat- 
ed him veiy highly that day. But 
he stayed a sound and fit horse 
and unfortunately Celtic Swing 
had his leg problems." 

Fbr punters, the lessons of 
the 1994 Hyperion Stakes are 
clear. Never take anything for 
granted, particularly when it 
comes to ante-post betting. 
And no. matter what wins the 
race this afternoon, or by how 
far, make a very careful note of 
whatever finishes second. 
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pemui, Lanfranco: Italian 
jockey wbo deserves to be re- 
membered as one of the last 
great social reformers of the 
20th Ccntury. since he did 
more for the cause of wealth 
redistribution in die space of 
one afternoon at Ascot last 
year than Bevan managed in 
his entire lifetime. The only 
current rider that most 
Britons have heard of, and 
one who, as the Irish would 
say, was not biding behind the 
door when personality was 
handed out. He is not the 
champion jockey, nor is he 
likely to be when the season 
m d s in a few weeks' time, but 
that doesn’t really matter, 
since 90 per cent of the pop- 
ulation thinks he is, and will 
do for the next 20 years, 
even if he retires tomorrow. 

Dogs: These come in two va- 
rieties: the raring dog, which 
plies its trade at ’Ackney 
and the Stow, and the useless 
old dog, which is, somewhat 
confusingly, always a horse. 
Greyhounds were status sym- 
bols to the ancient Egyptians, 
their ownership restricted by 
law to the ruling elite, but 
their real worth became dear 
only about 2J500 years later 
when it was discovered that 
they are daft enough to chase 
an unconvincing dud hare, 
week in, week ouL without 
ever getting frustrated or 
bored. Individual dogs are as- 
tonishingly consistent - put 
one around four bends every 
morning for a week and its 
time will never vary by more 
than a few hundredths of a 
second. This, of course, is use- 
less for gambling purposes, so 
trades insist on sending six off 
at once with a sharp left turn 
about 50 metres away from 
the traps. An industry is 
founded on the interference 
which often results. 

Double: And also for the 
first leg which does win, and 
the second, which doesn’t 

Dreams Rare is the punter 
who has not at one time or 
another had a vivid dream in 
which a big race is apparently 
played out in advanot Nor is 
this a modern phenomenon. 
In 1871, Lord Poulett who 
owned The Lamb, one of the 
leading steeplechasers of his 
day, had two of them in the 
same night, both featuring 
the Grand NationaL “In the 
first he was last" Poulett 
wrote the next day to the 
jockey, Tbmray Pfckernefl. 
"In the second, be won by 
four lengths and you rode 
him.” Pickerneli was duly 
booked to ride The Lamb at 
Aintree, while his owner set 
about staking on the horse 
everything in his stately home 
that was not nailed down. A 
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couple of months later. The 
Lamb won the National at 

5- 1, which some might say is 
conclusive proof that super- 
natural forces were at work. 
Cynics, on the other hand, 
will point out that the winning 
margin was just two lengths. 
For what it's worth, your 
columnist is prepared to 
share a premonition which 
has Dot yet come to pass. 
When a bright green horse 
with seven legs and the 
Queen booked to ride lines 
up for the Derby - get on. 

Droid’s Lodge Confederacy: 
Three very posh gents - one 
was the brother of the Gov- 
ernor of the Bank of England 
- and a trainer called Jack 
Fallon (no relation to 
Kieren), who ran a raring sta- 
ble high up in the middle of 
Salisbury Plain around the 
turn of the century with the 
sole intention of hanging 
every bookie in Britain out to 
dry. Nothing was left to 
chance. Stable staff were 
padlocked into their quarters 
each night and their mail al- 
ways opened, to prevent news 
of the latest Lodge plot leak- 
ing to the bookmakers. The 
Confederates cheated like 
mad, and gambled like lu- 
natics - except that their 
plunges rarely faded. Paul 
Mathieu’s definitive account 
of their 10-year reign of ter- 
ror in Britain’s betting rings 
(The Druid's Lodge Confed- 
eracy. the Gamblers Who 
Made Racing Pay ; pub J A 
Allen) helpfully updates 
some of tbeir successful 
coups to modem money. Yp- 
sflanti, in the 1903 Great Ju- 
bilee Handicap, is reckoned 
to have made them the equiv- 
alent of £4m. A few months 
later, when their filly Hack- 
ler’s Pride won the Cam- 
bridgeshire having been 
backed from 33-1 down to 

6- 1, they are believed to have 
won £250,000 - which today 
would be worth Slim, the 
biggest coup in punting his- 
tory. Mathieu estimates Fal- 
lon's share was the thick end 
of £l-5m at today's rates. 
Unfortunately, this was still 
not enough to prevent him 
dying, three decades later, 
without a penny to his name. 


RACING RESULTS 

ASCOT 

2 .00: 1. DAUPHIN (Ur B Quack) 12-1; 
2 . Now Inn 25-1 ; 3. WMacftapol 15-8 lav. 
12 ran. 1 'A. 1 'A (W Mussoa Nawmariurt). 
Tot* trust); cam ES2Q, ciio. df: cio&za 
CSF: E2572& Trktest 573777. Trio: EB&Vt 
230: 1. VriSTON CHEESE (T Sprats) 

8 - 1: 2 Ttiaato 9-4 It tef; A LM Nfcht Ota 
5-1 7 ran. 8-4 |t to Courageous (4IHV ‘A. 
hd. (J Dirion Anixtel). Tote: £820; EMJQ, 
£2.10. DF: flOCM. CSF: E345a 

aOKl.JAFN pH9)5-ljttw;2.Danc- 
tagDujpe-i; 2 Blessed 10 ran. 

5-1 jttav PaSsada 1'A.nk. (BHertxry Naw- 
marketl lUac £450: £170, £270. £23U DF: 
Ctisa CSF: £3Q9& Tno: C408CL Ht Apacte 
Stan 

3.40: t. SMART SQUALL (J ReU} 8-7; 
2 tatflan WsaBe 14-1;3. Pay On Had T2-1 
15 ran. 11-4 fw Tightrope f«tit 2 'h. I’fc. 
(Lord Huntmgdon, Waal IWay). Ion: £97D; 
£350. £430, £3.60. DF: £35.70. CSF: 
emoa THcast C122S78. Trio: £57580 Wt 
Ateiwo. 

4.1* 1.GKM« 07 Hfc} n-afaH 2 CM- 
Yb 25-1 : 3. Waat-A-UkudB 9-4 S ran. 2 
nk. IMsiior W Hern, Lsmboum). *Rtt: £240; 
£154 CaSU DF: £7flS4 CSF: E27D4, 

4^& 1.TAUNT (UHfc)7.V,2. Ifanttes 
Prince 14-1; 3. Mattlnwo 8-1 IS ran. 3-2 
fav Royal Diversion. 1'A.ft (D Morten Naw- 
rmrferft Tbte: £&20: £8» BW& EM& OF: 
C48B0. CSF: £8175. Tricast £74130. Trio: 
£27034 

S2lh 1, JASEUR (L Dstbri) 4-1 tar, 2. 
GtfapbK) 6-1 ; A Bold Buatar 82. 10 ran. 
1 *fc hd y Good btv Nwnaito). took 
£320: Eiao, £274 C164 OF: £1284 CSF: 
yaa-’W Trionst; £9562. Trio: O&TDl 
J ackpot: £23448250 (part won; pool of 
£23ft483£8 canted tonioid to Ascot today), 
ptacapot EBiosa Quadpoc cnaoa 
wac» ft ssmsa Pteeo 5: C23&S4. 

CARLISLE 

1.50: 1.UTTLE MISS ROCKER (DPark- 
a) 11-4; 2. Aate Fine &4 filar, 2. OtstoSlon 
Tknas B4Jtfai 3 ran. nk.7. (A DderiL %ibs 
£ 840 OF: £4i» CSF: 

224 1.T7TAN 714AJ (f^chad GubsJ) 14-1; 
2. Kings Mlnatrai 10-11 (nr; 3. GoM Btts 
7-2. 6 nm. 25. 14 (N Masoni. Tote: &£M; 
£3SQ ST20 DF: £1020 CSF: £2555 
255: 1. LEAP IN THE DARK (A P Mo- 
GayJ 2-1 far, Z Four From Horn* 9-4; a 
Meadcwtack3&1, € ran. 4 7. (Mbs L Sid- 
dal> Tt*K £2fl)t£15a£120. DF:£a« CSF: 
rafi 

1. ROYAL VACATION (J Ca^an) 
4-9 law; S. Boanfing School 3- v, 3. WtiKa 
Diamond 72-1 4 raa 1*/«. dsL [G MooraJ. 
trite: £L4Q DF; £164 CSF; £184. 

4.03: 1 . COTTAGE PRINCE IG Hogan) 

9- 1; 2 Ponttend Squire 3-1 ; 3. Wofl Ap- 

potated fr4 tar. 4 ran. 5, 2. (J Quftn).' Trite: 
£aoa DF; raea CSF; ESS?. NR; Royal Ga- 
tes. 

4JK 1. RIARBLE HAN (D BmOayl 2-1 : 
2. VtayupMI 74 tar, 3 . Cross Cannon 2-1 
4 ran. VA, 8 {M Fell TMte £280 OF: £230 
CSF: £554. (ft Battery Fred 


5-10: 1. KNIGHTSBRIDGE LAD (R 
Johnson) 4-T; 2. Totem Fate 3-T: 3. Lu- 
nar Dancer fl~4 tev. 8 ran. 8. 4 Mss 
Vfenatia Wi farm). Trite: fSOT; £164 £2fi 
£134 . DF: £744 CSF: CfiSa Trio; Efi24 
(ft CMon Tigar. 

Placopot £23844 Ouadpot £2030. 
Pteca 6: £10935 Pta» 5: £38At 

HUNTINGDON 
2.10: 1. PEALUKS (Mchael Breman) 
10-1 : 8. Norltiem FKW2-1 jt tar. 3. Just 
*n Ac© 7-1 11 ran. 2-1 jt few Tuckers Tbwn 
fith). nk, a (G Hubbard, Wborfcridget 
Trite: 0240: £244 £MCt E240 DF: C142Q 
CSRE3UQ Trto: £4374 ft4b»*Wan 06 
jecton tram tea teurih to tea HM, teepfac- 
frigs namate uia/tered. 

2.40: 1. HERBERT LODGE (N 
WBamscn) 1 -2 iw: 2 . Moobokkr 7-1 : 3. 
Pangwan a-4. 7 ran. Z, 5. (K Baloy, Up- 
per Lamtxun) Trite: £150; £U4 £230. 
OF: £584 CSF: £512. 

3.15: 1. FfVBJBGH SURDS (AThcm- 
ton) 11-fi tar: 2. Pirns Gunner 9-4; 3. 
Baward Dleu 2-1 3 ran. 2. e. (Msa Lu- 
cteda V Assel. Wrw»4 Trite: £20Q DF: 
£21X1 CSF: £355. 

3Jifc 1. WAHDHA {AS SmMi) 8-1; 2. 
Star Market S4; 3. We Mon 6-1 6 ran. 
2-1 Dasrtnfl Defer fHh). nk. Vh- (K 
Moroan. Melton Mowbray! Tola: £780; 
£224 £Zm OF: £800. CSF; £2402 
4JB: 1. NO UGHT (L Hanrty) 5-2; 2. 
Who'S Tb Say 7-2; 3. Soouteh Bambl 
8-iStai 3 ran. 1*/*, S (Aridrew Tumrt, 
Vfentagat -fete: £294 DF: ESJa CSF: 
£544 

4 jgk t. GATFLAX (M Keighley} 4-5 
tar, 2. Fbi Bee 33-1; 3. Kflaoufld 7-2 
18 ran. 4 5. (N T«t8t»i45wlaANs^ 
Tbte £240; £lfla £73a £1SX DF: £6484 
CSF: E5A6ft Tote Trio: £185 
StvwanJa'lnquky, No 12 Barton was Os- 
qua&eC tor taking the imng course. 
Ptacopoe £3604 Quedpot: £4184 
Place ft EictiJa Ptaoa 5: aan 
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RUGBY UNION 


Wasps seek respect from Greater Myopia 


Lawrence Daitagfio’s 
Wasps team have not 
lost a competitive game 
of rugby for six and a 
half months and if they 
beat Swansea tomorrow, 
they will head the 
Heineken Cup rankings 
as the only unbeaten 
side in the quarter-finals. 

But as Chns Hewett 
discovered, the captain 
believes his men are 
getting a raw deal from 
the sceptics. 


If old habits die hard, old prej- 
udices are even more difficult 
to flush out of the system, lb 
listen to the short-sighted par- 
tisans in the traditional En g lish 
rugby union heartlands of the 
West Country and the East 
Midlands - soon to be rechris- 
tened Greater Myopia - last 
season was either a freak aber- 
ration or simply did not happen 
at all. Wasps? Champions? 
Only by default, apparently. 

The blue-collar Londoners 
knocked the long-standing 
Bath-Leicester hegemony dean 
off its foundations by w inning 
the 1996-97 Courage League ti- 
tle, but any grudging respect 
they migh t have received quick- 
ly disappeared beneath a tidal 
wave of knee-jerk excuses and 
pleas of mitigation. Bath's cam- 
paign had been undermined by 
boardroom acrimony, Leices- 
ter's comprehensively wrecked 
ly injury and fixture congestion. 

And what about that ridicu- 
lous Subbuteo pitch at Loftus 
Road, where the only route 
round Gareth Rees, Wisps' ca- 
padous full-beck, was via the fish 
and chip shop in Shepherd's 
Bush High Street? “Whit until we 
get ’em on a full-sized pad- 
dock,'' muttered Ihe vanquished. 

Even now, almost two 
months into the new season, the 
doubters are still up there on 
their soapboxes. “Wasps have 
had it easy." they say. “No 
French dub in their Heineken 
Cup group. They may be m the 
last eight, but they haven't 
played anyone yet.” Lawrence 
Dallaglio, the inspirational 
England flanker who both em- 
bodies the W&sps work ethic 
and defines their all-purpose ex- 
pertise, can be forgiven for 
feeling just a little cheesed off. 

“Look, you play the teams 
you're drawn against,” he said 
this week. “A lot has been 
made of our supposed 
favourable draw in the 


Heineken Cup, but we worked 
incredibly hard to win the 
Courage League last season 
and one of die rewards fo r that 
achievement was to go into the 
European draw as the number 
one English side. I think it was 
entirely right that we found our- 
selves where we did. 

“1 suppose it would be fair 
to say that had we been forced 
to play in trance during the pod 
phase, we would have had to 

look very carefully at our prepa- 
ration and “up” thing ; a notch. 
But it’s also relevant to point out 
that we played Ibulouse in last 
season’s competition and put 70 
points on them. 

“We’re a very focused side 
at the moment, both physical- 
ly and mentally, and while we 
treat ail opponents as a serious 
threat, we don’t hold anyone in 
awe. If and when we have to 
play a big French side, well rel- 
ish the task.” 

For the moment Dallaglio is 
more concerned with making a 
decent fist of tomorrow after- 
noon’s Fool B finale against the 
maverick under-achievers of 
Swansea. The Welshmen fright- 
ened the living daylights out of 
Wasps in the opening round of 
matches last month, but have 
been ensconced in cock-up 
mode ever since. Defeat at 
Loftus Road would almost cer- 
tainly end their European in- 
terest for another season. 

“It’s a must-win game for 
them, but it's a must-win game 
for us too for one very good rea- 
son,” said the captain. “This 
time last season, things were go- 
ing very well indeed for us, 
much as they are now. Then we 
played a Welsh side, Cardiff, at 
home in the Heineken and 
messed it up. Not only did it ef- 
fectively cripple our chances of 
a knock-out place, but it sent 
us careering off the rails for a 
while. I've had a feeling of d£j& 
vu all week and I'm not com- 
fortable with it. 

“Winning regularly has been 
wonderful for morale and con- 
fidence and all the other men- 
tal things that give a side an 
edge. We don’t have a problem 
travelling away now - unlike 
many other sides, we take our 
form on the road with us -and 
as long as we keep our mo- 
mentum, well be fine. Beating 
Swansea is central to maintain- 
ing that momentum and apart 
finom anything else, it wQl ensure 
us a home draw for as long as 
we stay in the competition. It 
could be crucial." 

Thai territorial advantage, so 
valuable in a tournament of this 
intensity, will be the main tno- 
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Focused on winning; Wasps captain Lawrence Dallaglio takes a break during training this week 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


ovation for Harlequins when 
they tackle the implacable Mun- 
ster hordes in Limerick tomor- 
row, although the issue will be 
settled in the Londoners’ favour 
if the hit-and-miss Frenchmen 
of Bourgoin discover some 
away form and turn Cardiff over 
at the Arms Park this afternoon. 
The Pool D contest always 
looked likely to go the wire and 
the organisers' decision to keep 
the pot boiling by introducing 
a quarter-final play-off round is 
looking more inspired by the 
day. 

Cardiff, who are developing 
a real taste for European com- 
petition, can still deny Quins the 
all-important top spot with a 
comprehensive victory over 
Bourgoin, who in turn are chas- 
ing a stay of execution as the 
best third-placed side from the 
five pools. Such is the broad 
sweep of possibilities that Marc 
Cecillon’s side could even fin- 
ish second. The odds are 


stacked against them, however. 

The tog jam in Pool E is even 
more reminiscent of a bad Fri- 
day night on the M2S. Pan, the 
Challenge du Manoir champi- 
ons and stone-cold certainties 
for a home quarter-final tie just 
as recently as a fortnight ago, 
have lost two on the bounce and 
are now fighting for their lives 
in a compelling four-way scrap 
with Llanelli, Heviso and Cale- 
donia. TTie Italians genuinely 
fancy their chances after run- 
ning in 96 points in their last 160 
minutes of rugby, even though 
they most play in Pau this af- 
ternoon. “if s not over yet,” said 
their captain, Alessandro Thin- 
con. “We have nothing to lose 
and everything to gain." 

One fixture towers above all 
others, however. Bath, their 
self-belief profoundly weak- 
ened by the hiding dished out 
by Brive last weekend, put 
their pool leader status on the 
line against a pumped -up Pon- 


typridd side with the scent of 
blood in their nostrils. The 
Welshmen have suffered trials 
and tribulations of almost bib- 
lical proportions over tbe last 
five weeks, bat are still in there 
with a puncher’s chance, as 
Dale McIntosh might have put 
it. With victory equally impor- 
tant to both sides, the Recre- 
ation Ground atmosphere will 
be at its most gloriously neu- 
rotic. 

Jon Sleightholme. transfer- 
listed by Bath this week, makes 
a rare appearance on the right 
wing and has a timely oppor- 
tunity to impress any prospec- 
tive new employers. Mega-rich 
Cardiff say they are interested 
in the England flier's services, 
although not at the six-figure 
price demanded by the West 
Countrymen, while Bristol who 
have no money at all insist they 
are in the market whatever 
the fee. It’s a funny old game, 
getting funnier by the minute. 
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French look to polish their dominance 


The F.ngHsh clam our for a fifth 

foothold in the Heineken Cup 
may be growing in volume, but 
the evidence provided by the 
second-tier European Confer- 
ence tournament is not sup- 
portive. Last season, the French 
contributed seven of the eight 
quarter-finalists and their con- 
tinuing dominance will surely 
be brought to bear when in- 
creased national representa- 
tion in the main competition 
comes up for discussion. 

Agen, Monrferrand and 
Stade Ffangais already have 
their feet under the knock-out 


table and they are likely to be 
joined by Colomiers and Cas- 
tles. Of the English contingent, 
only unbeaten Newcastle are 
certain to play a role in the lat- 
er stages. 

Two other Allied Dunbar 
Premiership sides, Gloucester 
and Northampton, need to pre- 
vail in difficult circumstances 
this weekend to retain an in- 
terest. Gloucester, who must 
win in Padova tomorrow, trav- 
el without their two England in- 
ternationals. Mark Mapletoft 
(groin trouble) and Phil Green- 
ing (neck strain) will be re- 


placed by Nick Osman and 
Neil McCarthy respectively. 

Northampton, meanwhile, 
must contend with Connacht, 
who thrashed the Saints in 
Galway in the opening match 
of the campaign and then un- 
expectedly saw off Nice, and 
Be gles- Bordeaux (home and 
away) to leave themselves lop 
going into today's showdown at 
Franklins Gardens. It is a 
straight winner-La ke-all shoot- 
out and with Eric Elwood in 
fine kicking form for the visi- 
tors. it is also too close to call. 

Chris Hewett 


Only the port winners are as- 
sured of a place in foe last eight. 
The five rumors- up. seeded on 
pool performance, and the best 
third-placed sid6 pair off in three 
sudden-death games to deter- 
mine the remaining quarter-fi- 
nalists. The four top-performing 
pool winners can look forward to 
a home quarter-final tie - Wasps 
are already guaranteed that ad- 
vantage and Toulouse, Bath and 
Harlequins will join them if they 
win this weekend - and the 
same system will be used to de- 
cide on venues at the semi-final 
stage After five weeks of bruis- 
ing, blistering rugby, only three 
sides are definitely out of foe run- 
ning: Milan, Scottish Borders 
and Munster. 


BASKETBALL 


CRICKET 


Royals sack 
on schedule 


Inzamam and Azhar steady Pakistan 


^tford Royals changed their 
name, their venue, their coach 
and most of their players for the 
new Budweiser campaign, but 
following the same schedule as 
last season they have sacked their 

coach, with chib director Vince 
Razaq taking over. 

Last season, defeat at 
Sheffield on 4 October cost 
Mark D unning his job as coach 
to Hemel Royals; last Saturday 

at Thames Tigers saw the 

end for Dana Beszczynski. 

“It’s only a temporary mea- 
sure," Razaq said, “We need to 
see who is around and we have 
to get foe dedsian right this time. 

Unfortunately for Razaq. 
tonigh t’s opponents, Manches- 
ter Giants, have relieved the 

pressure on then cwn coach, Jim 
Brandon, with two wins after los- 
ing their first three garoes. They 
capitalised on an injury to Billy 
Singleton last Sunday to beat 
Leicester Gty Riders 89-73. 

— Richard Toyfor 


Henry BJbfeld 
reports from Rawalpindi 
Pakistan 456 and 182-6 
South Africa 403 


There was time on the last 
afternoon yesterday when 
South Africa might just have 
won this first Test match, but 
half-centuries by Inzaraam-ul- 
Haq and Azhar Mahmood 
saved Pakistan from embar- 
rassment and secured the draw. 

Pakistan, with a first- 
innings lead of 53, collapsed to 
80 for 5 but Inzamam and 
Azhar calmed any fears with a 
sixth-wicket partnership of 68 
in 69 minutes. Soon after In- 
zamam was dianissed bad light 
forced an early closure with 
12.2 overs remaining. 

Inzamam hit a hard-hitting 
56 that included 10 boundaries 
from 82 balls while man-of-the- 
match Azhar Mahmood fol- 
lowed up his unbeaten 128 
with an unbeaten 50 to become 


the first Pakistani to score a 
century and a half century on 
his debut, “lb be honest, both 
times I went to the crease, Jtek- 
istan were in trouble. But 
thanks God. I rose to the oc- 
casion,” Azhar said. 

Jacques Kaliis and Fit Sym- 
cox had given South Africa a 
glimmer of a hope when they 
each look two wickets after 
Allan Donald had removed 
Saeed Anwar, but the sixth- 
wickct pair prevented any fur- 
ther drama although the South 
Africa captain. Hansie Cron- 
je, dismissed Inzamam short- 
ly before the early close. 

After South Africa re- 
sumed on their 359 for 6 
Mushtaq Ahmad took three of 
the four wickets to fall al- 
though Azhar made the initial 
breakthrough when he had 
Shaun Pollock smartly caught 
by the substitute wicketkeeper 
Mohammad Wasim for 4S. 

Pollock shared a seventh- 
wicket partnership of 106 with 
Dave Richardson who ran out 


of partners and finished on 45 
not out. 

ROTi day; Patasan won toss 

PWOSTAN - Rrs* Innings 456 (Azhar Maft- 

mood tZBna AS Naovl TB, Mushttq Ahmad 

sat 

SOUTH AFRICA - First innings 403 (G 
Kirsten 93 J H Kafits Bl A MSacher 50; 
Satjaft PAsrttaq 5- 129) 

PAKISTAN - Second Sirring* 

•Saeed Anwar c sub b Donald 4 

At Naqvi c Rchofdson b Kads - _.® 

Mohammad Ramazan c Cronfe b KaJBs ..7 

|az Ahmad bSymctst w 

hzamarrMMaq c Syntax b Cranto ....56 
Mahamnad WWiro e Mock 

b Syntax 10 

Aznar Mahmood rw out _ so 

TMoin Khan not out .£ 

Brtns* (bZ b2 rfcKJ) H 

fetal (for6) 183 


Rath 1-6 2-33 3-42 4^6 5-80 8- MS. 

DM not bac Saqtan Mustdaq. Wbtpr Ybu- 
rBfl. Muohtaq Ahmad 

Bowtop Donald n -4-05-1: Potocfc 8-1 -22-a 
(HW): McMHan 8-1-84-0 (nb3>: Kails 
74-1-21-2: Symctx 16-2-56-2: Cronte 

6-1-261 Gdtaan 1 -0-2-0 
UmphesSIfentalaiaghwan (tnefie) and 
jawdAkMat 


Cl 


Match drawn. 

• The Kenya openers Decp- 
ak Cbudasama and Kennedy 
Otieno scored a world record 
first-wickel partnership of 225 
in the President's Cup tri- 
nations one-day international 
against Bangladesh yesterday. 
The previous highest was 212 
byAustralia'sGraham Marsh 
and David Boon against India 
in Jaipur in 1986-87. 

v 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 


Bell’s switch 
opens door 
for Murray 


One &e top jobs in 
rugby league is vacant 
following Dean Bell's - 
decision to stand 
aside as' Leeds* coach. 

Dave Hadfield fully 
expects a high-profile 
Australian to take 
over the reins; 


Dean Bell’s decision to 
switch rinmains at Headin- 
giey from the first team to 
youth development had a 
lot to do with job security. 

Bell turned down the 
offer of an extended 
contract in his previous 
role. His new job carries 
a three-year contract, 
whereas the more precar- 
ious one of coach only 
carried the offer of an ex- 
tra 12 months from the ex- 
piry of his current deal 
next April. 

“While I will miss the in- 
tensity and weekly excite- 
ment of Super League 
matches, I have to admit 
that this position offers me 
stability,” Bell said. Both he 
and the club stressed that 
the decision was his alone. 

pril, an mirstanrimg play- 

er, notably for Wigan and 
Great Britain, had a difficult 
first season with Leeds only 
narrowly avoiding relega- 
tion. There was a marked im- 
provement this time, 
although the dub were dis- 
appointed at finishing fifth. 

“Dean has done an ex- 
cellent job and leaves a very 
different squad to the one be 
inherited,” Gary Hether- 
ington, Leeds* chief execu- 
tive, said. “The changes in 
attitude, determination and 
hunger among the squad - 
can be credited to him and 
his staff We now have the 
proper foundation on which 
to build." 

Although Hetherington 
said that the dub was in no 


huny to appoint a succes- 
sor, the identity of the man' > 
to be entrusted with that 
butidmgwasa matter of an-’ * 
mediate and wide-ranging- 
speculation. : 

John Morne^namehas 
been finked with' L&dsfor - 
years, and he and'BdL are *’ 
dose allies. The indications - 
are, though, that5when 
Monie returns to Britain it 
will be to take eftaige of One^ 
ofthe T^pbs^neW&ap-^ 
cfaises. - " • " v • 

Other suggestions are 
the former Bradfiadcqaii, ’ 
Brian"Smith,'nowrwifli^ Fir- ' 
ramatta^ and the threat 

Britain coach, -AndyOpcxlr 
way, who was in charge at , 
!%ris l^ seasoning . 

be available for a'positum ~ 
at an En^ish dub for neri " 
year. 


as favourite, bowever. is 
the Hunter Mariners coach; 
Graham Murray,, whose 
side meets CroniiUaln the 
World Qub Championship 
semi-final today. i • ' ' 
Murray has impressed at 
both IUawarra and Hunter, 
but wfll be out of work 
when Hunter are strapped . 
as pan of foe peace de^ be- 
tween Super League and. 
the Australian . Rugby 
League. 

Meanwhile, the turmoil 
continues. at Hull, promot--- 
ed to Super -League for - 
next season, but now tosmgr - 
their second chairman ma - 
month. 

Ray Whudby, who only: 
resumed the chair in Sep- 
tember, has resigned after 
what he described as a 
dash of personalities with 
the new chief executive, 
Mike Appleton. 

Ttoo other directors are 
considering their positions 
after being asked to resign 
by the dub's owner, the ten- 
nis entrepreneur, David 
Lloyd, who also owns their 
neighbours, Hull Gty. 


Betts out of Test series 
as Brisbane win a classic 


t 


Dave Hadfield 
Brisbane . — . 


.22 


Auckland.. 


16 


The Auckland Warriors 
could not hold Brisbane 
for the full 80 minutes of a 
compelling semi-final of 
the Visa World Qub Qiam- 
pionship - but the biggest 
losers were Great Britain. 

The Auckland second 
row Denis Betts, one of 
Britain's few truly world- 
class players, tore a shoul- 
der muscle in the first half 
at ANZ Stadium and ruled 
himself out of next month's 
Test series against Australia. 

“I’ll be having an oper- 
ation next week,” he said 
“and it could be a five or six- 
month job, the doctor says.” 

That is appalling news 
for Great Britain, espe- 
ciaily taken in the context 
of an unforgettable match. 

Auckland played a full 
part in what must be one of 
the most gripping games 
ever played and they led 
Lhroi^h an early tty from 
Shane Endacott but then 
took a fearful battering. 

Ben W&lker played an 
important role in Brisbane's 


triumph, starting with an op- 
portunist try from his own 
kick, which he converted. 

Gordon Tallis wrestled 
his way through for a sec- 
ond try and it Looked as 
though Brisbane might gal- 
lop clear, but Auckland hit ■ 
back with a counter-attack, . 
begun by Lee Oudemyn be- 
hind his own line and fin- 
ished by him, five tackles/ 
later, when he leapt to • 
catch Gene Ngamu’s kick 
and touch down. 

Matthew Ridge's con-, 
version levelled the scores 
and tbe Warriors -went 
ahead five minutes after foe 
restart, with Oudenryn 
again taking a high kick, fob 
time from Stacey Jones. 

Mistakes started to' 
creep into Auckland’s play 
and in the space of four 
minutes Kevin Waiters got 
over for one tty and then set 
Whfker up for another.. . 

The quality of the spec- 
tacle, though, will be of lit- 
tle consolation to Aucktahd|T 
Betts or Britain. • vlr. 

MHwnjj. tpekyer; Devera, SmWv" 
PM^ GgaTTign , Ryai SMW 

Hancock. 
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QUOTES OF TH E W EEK ^ r 

# Ttels alwayB got an Itafian-Engfish phrase book with him 
when hds reading Mnd you, Ms for him to stand on. 
Graeme Le Saux on his Chelsea team-mate, Gianfran- 
• TW °'" e l kS t S ta ® »» Same in stop talking to you And 

a week before restart looking you. Zola to LeSaKinlHe 

build-up to tonightts game in Rome 

• n have a hefi of a job not leaping up if he scores. Tbny i 

Banks, Sports Mrtster and ™ J , 

• Christian Daity - sounds like a Salvation Army news- * /r 
paper. Alan Parry, Sky Sports commentator on toe Der- 
by defender. 

# If he was in Star Trek, heti be the best player of wtfc^ 
er solar system they were in Ian Wright on his Arsenal 
team-mate Dermis Bergkamp. 

- Mottfaiw Gattiard 
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P ys is approach shot to the 15th green in his 7 and 6 victory over Ian Woosnam at Wenworth yesterday 

Montgomerie finds Faxon a game too far 


Colin Montgomerie has 
a record on his mind 
but, as Andy Farrell 
explains, the long season 
proved too much for 
him at Wentworth 
yesterday 

A flu-ridden Colin Mont- 
gomerie will have his first un- 
planned weekend off for exactly 
a year. The Scot has not missed 
a cut this season, but playin g his 
ninth tournament in a row 
caught up with him yesterday as 
be lost 2 and 1 to Brad Fkxon. 

In the last three weeks, 
Montgomerie has finished 
second twice and played a not 
inconsiderable role in the 


winning of the Ryder Cup. “I 
am run into the ground," he 
said. Tm going home for a well 
earned rest 

“Fve had a job to do. I’m 
going for a record and it is 
causing me health problems." 

The record he is attempting 
is an unprecedented fifth 
consecutive Order of Merit 
victory. . Montgomerie is 
£45.000 ahead of Bernhard 
Langer on the money list going 
into the Volvo Masters at the 
end of the month. Before that 
he will lead Scotland in next 
week’s Alfred Duniull Cup at 
St Andrews. “I’m not going to 
say it is this is a blessing In dis- 
guise," he said of his defeat 
“The mind was keen but my 
body said *no’ todays 


Montgomerie was two up 
after six holes in the afternoon 
when Ffcxon lived up to his 
reputation as a fine putter. 
Hie American had just lost 
three holes in a row when he 
holed from 25 feet for a half at 
the seventh. Ttoo holes later, he 
holed from 30 feet again for the 
hall Faxon won the next four 
holes as Montgomerie ran out 
of steam. ' 

"It is satisfying to beat 
Colin,” said Faxon, who had 
beaten another of his European 
Ryder Cup counterparts in 
Darren Clarke the day before. 

“He was a little sick today, 
but he is one of the best play- 
ers in the world and you know 
pars arc not going to be enough 
to beat someone like that" He 


plays Vyay Singh in the semi- 
final after the Fiji an beat Steve 
FJki ngton 5 and 4. 

Montgomerie did have 
some good news in that Us wife 
Eimear is expecting their third 
child next May. But be added: 
“This was planned and it will 
not affect my decision whether 
to go to America or not.” 

The other, semi-final will be 
a battle of the southern 
Africans, Ernie Els and Nick 
Price. Both had convincing 
victories, Els by 7 and 6 over 
Ian Woosnam, while Price had 
to go a hole further, to the 31st, 
in beating Frank Nobiio. 

Golf may not be brain 
surgery, but it is clearly 
not rocket science,: either. 
Woosnam’s utilisation of bis 


NASA-designed driver was far 
less effective than Thursday, 
but the bad golfer was not 
blaming his tools. “It is not the 
driver, is it." Woosnam said. “It 
is obviously me." 

There is no such thing as an 
evenly tempered Woosnam. 
Since he won the Volvo PGA 
here in May, the Welshman has 
finished in the top 10 at a tour- 
nament only once and it is 
getting him down. “One day is 
good, one day is bad. You can’t 
play like that. You have to be 
more consistent in this game. 

“When 1 am swinging the 
dub, it is like . . . desperate,” 
added one of the sweetest 
swingers of a golf dub in his 
prime. “There doesn't seem to 
be any groove to iL I don't 


physically know how to draw 
the ball property and that is mv 
problem. It has been like this 
for a number of years. I carry 
on hashing my bead against the 
wall." 

Els, who was made an hon- 
orary member of the Went- 
worth Club on Wednesday 
night, scored a morning round 
of 67 to take a four hole lead 
into lunch. 

A defeat for Els would have 
meant Sporting Index giving up 
a large amount of largesse 
after they offered golf writers, 
not known for being au fait with 
spread betting, a free wager. 
The few who bought Els. 
however; are feeling confident. 
IbdrfsMmMinal tea-off tknaa:&30 and 
ItttB 


tennis 


Henman waiting 
for 


: 3s v Price; &4S and in: Fawn v 


Tta Henman looked forward to 
a potential encounter with 
Greg Rusedski today after 
rttnsBg into the semi-finals of 
the GA "frophy in Vienna 
yesterday. 

: Henman repeated last 
week’s 6-4, 6-1 defeat in Basle 
of Karol Kucera and could 
fee© the worid No 4 for the fiist 
tune since last year’s National 
Championships in Telford. 

The British No 2 knows 
th« victory would earn valuable 
world ranking points as he 
seeks to emulate Rusedski in 
r ea c h i n g the world’s top 10. 

It was not all plain sailing for 

Henman as he struggled to 
conquer the Slovakian in the 
first set. In the fifth game he 
appeared to have made bis 
early territorial advantage 
count when Kucera double- 
faulted at a crucial point to give 
Henman the advantage. But in 
the ninth game Kucera survived 
two set points on Henman’s 
serve to break back. 

“At 5-3,40*15 in the first set, 
I lost the rhythm of my serve 
aad allowed him to break 
back," Henman said. “But in 
the second set, I played as 
good as I have in a long time." 
Henman recovered to take the 
set on his fourth match point. 

The second set followed 
serve until Henman found 
some excellent form, particu- 
larly a cross-court drop shot 
which left Kucera rooted to the 
baseline, to break in the fourth 
game to gain a 3-1 lead. 

Henman cruised through 
the next game for a 4-1 lead as 
a dearly wearied Kucera wilted. 
Henman broke again for a 5-1 
and he served out to complete 
a “satisfying” win and set up a 
mouth-watering meeting with 
Rusedski. 


Jim Courier was swept out 
of the Singapore Open quarter- 
finals by Thomas Johansson 
yesterday as the leading seeds 
continued to falL 

The Swede beat the Ameri- 
can No 3 seed 3-6, 6-3, 6-3, 
shortly after second seed 
Marcelo Rios had lost 6-1, 7-5 
to Nicolas Kiefer in just 58 min- 
utes. 

Also out is the defending 
champion, Jonathan Stark, who 
had beaten top seed Michael 
Chang in the first round. 

Stark lost 6-7, 6-2, 6-2 to Mag- 
nus Gusiafeson and Michael 
Tiilstrom completed the trio of 
Swedish scmi-finalisasbybearing 
Martin Daxnm 7-6, 6-1. 

Courier, seeking his second 
successive title after a victory in 
Peking last week, said he had a 
muscle problem from early on. 

u l came out playing really 
well in tbe first set but pulled 
a muscle in my left thigh early 
in the second set and so could 
not move around well," he 
said. 

Kiefer was delighted with 
his demolition of Rios. “I 
watched him play two days ago 
and knew that 1 had to serve 
big. He returns very well, so it 
was necessary for me to find 
my serve early," the German 
said. 

Rios felt the match had 
turned in the 1 1th game of the 
second set when he failed to 
capitalise on a break point. 

“He served very well today. 
His first serve was getting him 
important points," Rios said. 
“Maybe I tried to hit the ball 
too hard, but if 1 had broken in 
the 11th game I think the result 
would have been different 

In the semi-finals Kiefer 
meets Tiilstrom while Gusiafs- 
son plays Johansson. 


JUDO 


Howey’s gold puts Britain back on the map 


t ser.es 
a class : 


Kate Howey won Britain's first 
gold medal at the World Cham- 
pionships in Paris yesterday by 
taking tbe women’s mid- 
dleweight section. 

The 24-year-old, a silver 
medallist at light-heavyweight in 
Canada four years ago, beat the 
powerful German, Anja von 
Rekowski by ippon in the final. 

Earlier, she defeated Min- 
Sun Cho, the Korean world 


and Olympic champion, in the 
semi-final. She beat Qio in 
style, going straight into her at- 
tack and causing her opponent 
to hop out of danger. Then, sud- 
denly, Howey bent down to 
snatch Chois legs, pulled her into 
the air and pushed her on to her 
back. Howey had earlier beat- 
en Edith Bosch of the Nether- 
lands and Salty Burton of South 
Africa. 


British hopes for a medal 
were raised in the men’s divison 
as light-middleweight Graeme 
Randall beat three opponents 
including the European cham- 
pion, Johann Laats of Belgium. 
OkCboIKwak. of North Korea, 
was a more difficult opponent, 
took the decision, and forced 
Rainfall into the repechage and 
a chance for a bronze. 

- PhiBp Nieksan 
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Baseball 

riVBOCRN league 

Hon* 4 (B»K*wwn Mri** t-H 

Cricket 

Darren Muddy. LefcostorehiraS yomg 
opening batsman, has stowd anew 
faff-year contract with the Grace 
Road side. 

Chrfa Smith, the farmer England Test 
batsman, is quitting as chwf ara cu - 
tive of the Western Australian Crick- 
et Association. He starts a new career 
in England working for a sports hos- 
pitaBty busfaess in the new year. 

Cycling 

ssssagHsasK 

SAfttfa TMontSwteteBWMttna 

Football 

The Swiss champion* 
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Stakes Lba Hackney has become the 
eighth overseas player in 10 veers to 
wh the US LPGA Tbiffb flooWe of the 
Year award. Hackney, whose seven 
top-10 finishes this season inducted 
a tie for second at the Safeway 
LPGA Golf ChanjSonsfak Msbed the 
season wRh 800 points. 

MCHB£&CHAI£0NSW(WHteMbU3> 

VtagWa) Looting lira-round soons QJS w- 
toM stated): 63 D WWdorf; M B Brywit 66 
G Kralc askTHptart. S Gurre, LCtaraenfe, B 
QUglsy: 67 N LancaatK F C 04 SS& D Duval. 
TAwm*; C Strange G HO«Wv 

B Ftafaw (Auto Sotoetad: 7« S Lyto (GQ. 
OPEN NOVOTB- PSUVER PAJR3 TOUR- 
NAMENT (Bordeaux, ft) Laec tefl Bacon d- 
round (touraonaa) (QB or M unla w eate 

S Ur® aridJ r eran* (Bpj B»71 136 P Had- 

ssfluasnsausi 

.. icX u o««n JJ Qjflm 


B Law 66*. A Ported art MJaracr 
6b X R Mcfariana and O J Ftowei 667a w# 

fSaati&ssgRsg' 

ag^asaswsa 

ImssTaJ Lanas and SB«itiretey6 B7aJ 

^^^PPrk»68^IF>yTTWn«TdDCBnBr 

6r?6i M and J FWwn 65 77. B Las 

end M Davis 65 77 

WORLD MATCHPLAY CltMIPK»««P 
rocr tffcfc : b8 

a5 5 fries meets BrjiBwgBmA 

SaSfcV sfctf* (FW t* s EMnfaon (AUS) 5 and 


> rh> avMnnith trio. Sammy 


The Portsmouth tna_Samm^oa 

Aaron Ftetawan and ftreaJPJJE 
have al signed new 
^ teflpttam rtFWlon Pari^^ 

Aston Vfc have been 

tickets far their Ltefa Cup second 

BXXld first tefl With Athteac Bitoao to 

Speii on 21 October. 

EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMWO** 3 ”^ 

shoupfo or . _ 4 

seal 

j aSIt 

U*** 



wamocaift 

Rugby Union 

Uam Botham wlmaka his Cartfffde- 
butfa nettTuesdayfe Wendy against 
CaerphUy. Bottwu has Just started a 
onemontfi Wat with the Walsh ctfi 
Deve Egsrton, ttie former Bath ax> 
England No 8, has been appointed 
coach of the England Students and 
SoutM^EMdan^lJndeF^^ He 
wi be assisted with the dheional add 
by BathS farmer England tuB-back 
JohnCalanl 

Al Chenon. the Canarian hfemattanal 
w« make Ns first appearance of the 
season far Moeeley n today k ABed 
Dunbar Premiership Two match 
against Bedford. 

Simon McCracken, the 27-year-old 
afcwV&tefti-bacfc, has broken a leg 
forlhe second tirre in two years. Mc- 

CracksrL who was a Whtes youth cap 
a g te nat Canada fa 1989k played far- 
Oackwood and Newport Orore Join- 
ing a*w Vale last season. 

Snooker 

Stephen Handy cofectad the play- 
er erf the year award, for the sevanth 
lime riei^tf years, at ffia annua/ Wbrid 
Professional Boards ®id Snooker As- 
aoefetion lunch fa London yeeferday. 

Speedway - 

Cradtoy Hefehens are to rafarm far 
a mtfcri against Vfatves on 20 Octo- 
ber at Mormore Green. ■ 
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The Antetfen MuPhaw Dunn yeslap- 
day smashed toe Canmonweenh 200 
metres indvkkial medtey record attfs 
Ausnffln ChanapionahiDfi h Brisbane 
whining by aknost three seconds. 
DunrtSflTte stripped QJ4sec from the 
record ci Canadala ‘Curfis Myden, 
wtwse ante OVQssc was art at last 
yeart Atlanta Oynpfcs 

Tennis 

Sam Stritfv tbs British No Item Es- 
sex, and Karen Cross of Exata; are 
c thirty two home pfayere who hare 
drsct entry toto the OA 
*■ flenger tournament h 
next week. The event 

at the Hampshire "ftn- 

i Club from. t5- 19 Oo- 
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Who is the greatest footballer of all time? 
Nowyou can help us choose. Because Eng- 
land, fee home of the world's greatest sport, 
is about to become the permanent venue for 
the International FootbaD Hall Of Rune, 
backed by tbe Independent and the Profes- 
sional Footballers’ Association. And we 
need you to decide which of tbe game’s he- 
roes should be first to be inducted. 

Over the next few weeks with your help, 
we will pick the best 25 of all time to be in- 
augurated in November in tbe official Hall 
Of fame, lb qualify, your pick must have 
played for his country and have retired for 
three years. 

So get voting now. What we need you to 
do is nominate up to four players for elec- 
tion to the HaH Of Rune. Simply follow the 
instructions on tbe right. 

Internet: You can also cast your vote on 
the Internet at www^portmg4ifert)m. 

This is how it all works. 

•A player of any nationality can be elected 
He must have been retired for three years 
and have joined a full cap. Anyone can make 
up to four nominations. 

• A nomination must be sent to the 
International Football Hall Of Fame on an 
Official Vbting Form, by telephone to a reg- 
istered number, or via the Internet 

• Mating ends cm Sunday November 9, 1997. 
The five playere with most nominations will 
automatically be elected 

• A Selection Committee made up of sev- 
en retired players from different countries, 
with a chairman from the PFA, will draw 
tip a short list of 60 player from those who 
receive most votes. This list is given to a pan- 
el of football journalists, chaired by the Mir- 
ror’s Harry Harris. Each w31 choose a top 
20. The 20 players who receive most votes 
will be elected. 

Pick jour greatest team ever - 
see Monday’s Independent for details. 


YOUR VOTE COUNTS 
make sure you use it! 


Who is the greatest? 


When selecting your play- 
ers for the International 
HaU of Fame, you have 
the chance to make 
FOUR votes and four 
votes ONLY. Remember 
your votes count, as the 
top five players overall 
from ail the votes received 
will automatically go into 
The HaU of Rune. 

In the table below, we 
have listed 250 players 
who could all be in con- 
tention. lb make your se- 
lection, all you have to do 
is select your choice of up 


to four players. If you 
wish you may select only 
one, but FOUR is the 
maximum. Select up to 
four players, noting down 
their code numbers and 
then call 0930 565 996. 

First of all, you will be 
asked to carry out a quick 
test to determine what 
type of phone you have. 
You will then be directed 
to enter your chosen play- 
er codes. At tbe end of the 
call, you will be asked to 
leave your name and ad- 
dress. Your votes will be 


registered against your 
name. 

VOTE NOW on: 0930 
565 996 

If the player or players 
you wish to vote for are 
not listed below, you can 
vote for them by using the 
form below and sending it 
to: The Independent, Hall 
of Fame, PO Box 6927, 
London E3 3NZ. Postal 
enlries must be received 
by November 8. 

Please note, you should 
use the form only if your 
selections are not listed in 


the table below. If you ex- 
perience problems vot- 
ing, call our helpline: 0990 
800 2S3. You cannot reg- 
ister your vote on this 
line. Vote lines close on 
November 9, 1997. Re- 
public of Ireland number 
is 1550 123 302 (Tone 
phones only). 

Calls should last no more 
than two mins. 50p per 
minute at all times 
Calls from Republic of 
Ireland cost 58p per 
minute include VAT 


The players 


HallofFamers 






CODE POWER 
GOALKEEPERS 
309 GoRtooBanfcs 
W Joel Bats 
3£g AnutoCstafsl 
FfeyCtemence 
ffasDisayw 
Fete 

HaryOrega 
PaJeretaBs 
.Jack Kelsey 
Sapp Mate 
Jnrt-Marie Pbfl 
fontettPMete 
KnUSdomacMr 
RmStetagett 
Frank Swift 
lerVfatei 
RfcanioZanora 
DbuZbB 
5 0B8BB9 
CfftaMwto 
Ufa Alarms 
Man* tenons 
JUrenyternSefcl 
KbusfagMtate 
Mr Baffle 
Frae Beckenbauer 
Wftfaw 
%ry Briefer 
Roger Byrne 
AittrioCttrtni 
Camacho 
Jack Chariton 
Hector Crumptor 

George Cota 
Said* 
atdnaffcdicri 
TboreySomnw* 
Gertie 
Erie Sates 

Nre tarn 

Edtfa Hapgood 
Etna Happel 
fimnKagte 
He n na H ater 
Jaifar 
Ruud Krai 
Bobby Mow 
Mortal Otan 
Dante Ptesanfe 
NfRsnqy 
KenySanmm 
Mm Santos 
IS Stella 
stfK Muta Uior 
"mt Bertevog* 
m Ray Vital 

■Sift. Oral UfXaiWwl 

r®y ncrsjHjQ 
47* Uckltes 
LfateoMofe 


/B& Jolw^i 


TEAM 

England 

Frans 

Ifedco 


Baa 

Niteta 

Nketoto 

VfeK 

Gamary 

B*0un 

CactiH 

Sarrany 

Engbnd 


I ** 

5 *lf: 
: 128. 

\m 


1 SI 


■as 


buy 

Ttml 
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Gmaany 

EngteM 

Qnomy 

Sarrnany 

Eogtea 

wy 

SpfaJ 

Enofand 

Pat/ 

England 

Efjgsa 

My 

Soodmd 

My 

Baltfam 

Scotend 

Bgari 

Austria 

Bstend 

England 

BrbB 

Hobnd 

fiqtevi 

Denmart 

Aigefen 

England 

Engtand 

Brati 

Germany 

Fiance 

Gemamr 

Engteid 

Ertifad' 

Engtari 

Argrtra 

i tatf 

EcflJad 

flra 


im 




DwrU Oleary 

MMnzSctaeteiger 

BSartiy 

Manny Kate 

WEJflHDERS 

OstaAnfta 

AlarBti 

PffltrtBatdsum 

JhnBaxte 

Cote Ball 

Danny Btatedtonrar 
Ratofif Bonhof 
Banptetj Bortooti 
Usn Brady 
Hans m* tag* 

TrwraBraotfno 
JanCautomsB 
Bobby Chartan 
Mario Catona 
teunoCttfl 
Davie Cooper 

WCrarand 
Jota Cruyff 
tony Curie 
KafantanDeyna 
DU 

OtnanEriwanb 
RobutoFtiao 
Lrisitaiwids 
Berry Gratis 
DetartfcGetmm 
Geraon 
JotaffGGes 
AttiGtasse 
SwrgeSramm 
*OTU n^reoa 
Ray Kennedy 
Peter LKimer 
DavaMactey 
Joe Mercer 
Arnold Urira 
Joan Neeswts 
fiirterNetor 
ErmtOcwkk 
Ammin Pawnte 
Marfa paws 
UoMPtiM 
\%riyfets 
Antoriofasb 
Pear Reid 
Roberlo ffivefiM 
Bend SctUBta 
SoeteBB 
GraenaSmes 
tatty Sin 
Marco tadeti 
jean Tips 
Jorge Vtetto 
fane riTKWf off 
vnyy-rTKerttoK 
Victor 
Tarry Vtrrrifi 
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It wasn't Sir Hirem who spent haif-a-million lire in Rome’s Hot Hands 




THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


Bon jorno from Roma where 
toe Eternal city is already en- 
joying the lurid sights and 
beery sounds of Englishmen 
abroad. 

But that’s enough of events 
at the press hoteL I'm here, 
with the chairman, to help 
England's World Cup cam- 
paign and assess some poten- 
tial si gnings Both prospects 
look good to me though Sir 
Hirem Firem may need some 
persuading when it comes to 
personal terms for the Italians 
I’ve lined up. One of them 
wants to stay at Buckingham 
Palace while he goes house- 
hunting and the other is de- 


manding we agn the chef from 
his favourite restaurant to be 
his cook. 

I had hoped to get 
Demetrio Albertini and Paolo 
Maldini after Milan's poor 
start to the season, but they re- 
fused to budge for anyone ex- 
cept Ruud. It was a blow at first 
but, to be honest. I think 
they're vastly overrated. I’m 
sure the lads I’ve sorted out, 
Cosi Fan Tutti and Dolce Vita, 
will be a sensation when we un- 
veil them at the Old Cornfield. 

They'll need to be as the 
chairman's not happy with me. 
It’s not the football, we gained 
our first win last week and are 


now only five points adrift. As 
I told him, rm now the lead- 
ing contender for the October 
manage r of the month award. 

The problem is over an in- 
cident on our first night in 
Rome and it could have reper- 
cussions for a while. We’d gone 
out for a meal and, unfortu- 
nately, picked up one another's 
credit cards by mistake after 
paying the bill. Had we gone to 
bed straight after it wouldn’t 
have been a problem but I told 
him Td like to go for a stroll by 
the Tiber first 

Next morning at breakfast 
I had to teU him I had some 
good news and some bad news. 


The good news was I had his 
credit card, the bad news was 
Td used ft. The money I spent 
isn't a problem, hell dock it off 
my wages, the difficulty sur- 
rounds where I spent iL Ap- 
parently Mrs Firem deals with 
the bills and now Sir Hirem ’s 
going to have to explain that It 
wasn’t him that ran up a bill of 
a haif-a- milli on fire in the Hot 
Hands Massage Club. 

Of comse, we tfidn’t let a lit- 
tle thing lik e that distract us 
from helping the cause. VfeNre 
both been heavily involved with 
England’s preparation and I can 
tell you Glenn's left nothing to 
chance. Havnxg pur out and col- 


lected all the cones myself arid 
looked after the practice halls 
I can tefl you we wflLhaye a fell 
complement for die pre-match 
wann-up. Sir Hirem has made 
sure the lads won't lade for that 
vital half-time lift either by 
bringing out plenty of tea-bags. 
He even went to tbe effort of 
haring some PG Tips sent out 
after Glenn told him Tbny 
Adams and Paul Merson don’t 
drink Tetley’s anymore. ' 

It’s been instructive watch- 
ing Glenn’s training sessions. 
He’s very much a player’s man- 
ager. Every time someone 
misses a tackle, makes a bad 

pass or shoots wide he stops tbe 


. play and calls evetyone into a 
code. He then holds atSscrn- 

. sirm gnpnp amifyi afTw^pmg the. 

unfortunate player to accept Iris 
- mistake and come to terms with 
it Itar really, bad cases, like 
when Gazza was' autmeggedby 
. David Batty, he sits the player 
down and/cOnnsels him" on a 
one-to-one basis. ■ . = . - 

-It’s all come a long way from 
the days when die worst train- 
er had to wear a pair of the tea 
lady’s knickers outside their 
trousers in Ifte pub afterwards. 

Meanwhile, there’s been 
good news from home with Ego 
Massive recuperatmgweDfnmr 
the operation on the horrible 


internal injuries he sufferedlast- 
-week. Fd-toWJum that cele- 
bratory jump overthe corner 
flag was not a good'idea. 

Ivor Ntggle’s also getting 
better after cutting his. hand 
opening a supermarket, but 
Shaun Prone has-pulled an- 
other muscle climbing off the 
treatment table. 

• Have' to go as Glenn and I 
are off to the . Vatican for a 
quick goodrhick prayer. I know 
: we beat Ratandbut Tm sure tbe 
Pope won't hold that against us. ■ 
As they don’t say in Roma, 
Forcepslugly Thrra: 

• - Barry Gaffer was talking to 
Glenn Moore 


You’ve never been a 
proper manager until 
you’ve been sacked 


Judging by the events of the past 
fortnight you could use Lhe old 
joke about London buses to de- 
scribe managers getting the 
sack: there hadn't been one for 
ages, but now several have 
come along at once. 

Just when it seemed con- 
ceivable that chairmen bad de- 
cided to invest that precious 
commodity called faith in their 
managers, in the space of 13 
days Micky Adams. Brian Hor- 
ton and Jan Molby went the way 
of Kerry Dixon and Mervyn 
Day and joined this season's 
sack race. 

Of course. Adams is already 
back in management, filling 
Molby 's sizeable hot seat at 
Swansea City before it had 
time to grow cold. So. early Oc- 
tober. and the managerial 
merry-go-round is already in full 
swing. 

But it is encouraging to re- 
member that by this time last 
year twice as many managers 
had been handed their P45s. 
and they included some big fish, 
namely Bruce Rioch at Arsenal 
and Howard Wilkinson at 
Leeds. 

So far this season, the Pre- 
miership managerial roll call re- 
mains intact, although some 
managers appear to be on de- 
cidedly shaky ground. Mosl 
bookies are no longer taking 
bets on the odds-on favourite 
for the chop, but the fact tbat 
Ladbrokes are quoting Spurs at 
250-1 for Lhe Premiership tells 
its own story. There is a certain 
former Spurs manager up at 
Hillsborough who must be 
looking over his shoulder, too. 

Of course, should Geny 
Francis decide (or Alan Sugar 
deride for him) that tending his 
pigeons is preferable to frying 
to salvage Spurs’ season, the 
fans’ choice as his successor 
would not be available, as be is 
gainfully employed elsewhere 
managing England. 

Most managers accept that 
being sacked is part of the job. 
Wilkinson maintains that 
“there are only two kinds of 
managers: those who've been 
sacked, and those who will be 
sacked", while Brian Horton, 
who was booted out of Hud- 
dersfield on Monday, claims 
that “yo u vc never really been 
a manager until you've been 
sacked". By that token Horton 
is well and truly a manager, hav- 
ing previously been given a 
golden handshake by Man- 
chester City. 


Some, like Horton, are fur- 
ther ahead in the sack race than 
most The message on Barry 
Fry’s answerphonc after he 
had been fired by Birmingham 
in 1996 said: “Kirstinc’s out, 
and Fm down the Job Centre 
as usual looking for employ- 
ment.'’ 

Being the ebullient charac- 
ter he is. Fry always seems to 
bounce back. Others - like 
Danny Bergara,who got an ex- 
ceedingly raw deal when he was 
sacked by Stockport in 1995 - 
find it harder to recover from 
an event that caps what is al- 
ready a highly stressful job. 
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ON THE 
PROSPECTS 
FOR LIFE 
AFTER 
FOOTBALL 


Even Alex Ferguson admitted 
that if he had known 10 years 
ago what the Manchester Unit- 
ed job entailed, he would not 
have taken it. 

Yet managers have nothing 
to help them deal with the 
stresses of a job which John 
Barnwell, chief executive of 
the League Managers' Associ- 
ation. claims is “no longer sus- 
tainable in its curreat form: as 
all things to all people". 

With this in mmd the LMA, 
the Football Association and 
the Professional Footballers' 
Association, with input from the 
academics at Loughborough 
University, are proposing a 


number of courses aimed at 
preparing managers for modem 
management more thoroughly 
by teaching them time and 
people management, and - 
crucially - PR skills. The idea, 
says Barnwell, is to “redefine 
the manager’s role so that, 
among other things, he stays in 
the job longer and has a better 
lifestyle.” 

Of course, football being 
the insular profession it is, 
there are limited options open 
to those who are out of work, 
permanently or otherwise. 
Few try their hand at anything 
other than improving their 
golf handicaps, fishing, selling 
insurance, running sports 
shops or pubs, writing reveal- 
ing (or not-so-revealing) au- 
tobiographies or even, in 
George Graham’s case, tend- 
ing their roses. 

And while there is quite a 
cottage industry developing 
among managers who become 
overnight experts in punditry, 
few are likely to branch out 
quite as bravely as Beigara is 
planning to do. 

The Uruguayan describes 
himself as having “fallen out of 
love with football” after his 
Stockport debacle, so he is tak- 
ing a major step sideways and 
hoping to set up shop as a free- 
lance photojournalist after 
completing a course in No- 
vember. However, his subject 
will - of course - be football. 
“It’s what I know,” he says, “and 
1 can ask leading questions be- 
cause I have tbe leading an- 
swers; after all, rve been in the 
game 40 years.” 

Bergara's example is a 
unique one. The LMA more 
usually helps jobless managers 
find something “to keep the rust 
off”, as Barnwell puts it Most 
tend to end up in associated 
roles as chief scouts or youth de- 
velopment officers, which Kei- 
th Buxkinshaw - who to all 
intents and purposes jumped 
before he was pushed out at 
Spurs in 1984 and is now di- 
rector of football at Aberdeen 
- politely describes as “pot- 
tering about in something less 
pressurised”. 

Which is surely what 
Graeme Souness is now doing 
at Torino. Sacked - sorry, 
moved sideways - after four 
months as manager, Souness 
has apparently taken up the role 
oi er, strategic adviser to the 
Serie B club. Your guess is as 
good as mine. 



Berti Vogts, Germany^ coach, 
fines up some dummies prior to 
free-kick practice during training 
in Hanover this week. After the 
injuries that have afflicted his 
squad, Vogts might have to field 
some of them against Albania 
tonight... 


Germany need just a draw against 
the Albanians, Group Nine’k 
bottom team, to win the section 
and qualify for France. The 
European champions will be 
without Jurgen Klinsmann, 
Matthias Sammer, Ulf Kirsten, 
Lars Ricken, Christian Wo ms, Jens 


Nowotny, Sven Kmetsch and 
maybe Jorg Heinrich, so Vogts’ 
side may well be experimentaL 
“We need just one point but, 
despite all our injury problems, I 
expect a dear victory,” be said 
yesterday. “Anything less would 
not satisfy me.” 


Albania’s coach, Astrit Hafbri, said: 
“It will be a very difficult match | 
but we will do our best. We have 
gone through a time full of 
difficulties and problems which I 
hope will never happen again,” he 
added in reference to the recent 
turmoil in his country. 


Witch doctors brandish the knives, skulls and crucifixes 


Chile v Peru 


Tbe fourtb and final South 
American place at next year's 
World Cup finals could be de- 
cided tomorrow. If Peru win in 
Chile, the Peruvians will con- 
firm their ticket for France 
and eliminate the Chileans 
from contention. 

Peru are fourth in the stand- 
ings, behind Argentina, Colom- 
bia and Paraguay, who have all 
already qualified, and three 
points above Chile. 

The build-up to tomorrow’s 
game in Santiago has been 
bizarre, to say the leasL Little 
love has been lost between the 
two Pacific nations since Chile 
annexed two nitrate-rich Peru- 
vian provinces after a four- 
year war late in the last century. 
Animosity still exists, and has 
been magnified by this match. 

In Lima, the Peruvian cap- 


ital, witch doctors have been do- 
ing their best to help their 
team’s cause. Dancing, chant- 
ing and brandishing a bizarre 
collection of knives, skulls and 
crucifixes, they cast a series 
spells on Thursday intended to 
guarantee victory for Peru. 

The so-called “Shaman of 
the Andes” Juan Osco. led six 
fellow medicine men in rituals 
intended to surround the Pe- 
ruvian players with positive en- 
ergy and bring bud fortune 
down on their rivals. “Long live 
Peru,” shouted tbe cloaked 
witch-doctors as they spat al- 
cohol over team photos, raised 
deer’s feet to ensure swift- 
foo ted ness and held the daws 
of a condor bird to guarantee 
fighting spirit 

“Let them have cramp! Let 
them remain blind night and 
day,” they also chanted, stab- 
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yours,” Nelson Acosta told Pe- 
ruvian journalists. 

Tbe Chilean president Ed- 
uardo Frei, has tried to play 
peacemaker. “This is a football 
match, it is a sport and it does 
not make sense to treat it as 
guerrilla warfare between two 
brother nations. We have to 
keep a sense of proportion,” he 
pleaded - probably in vain. 


bing knives at a Chilean team 
shirt hung upside down during 
tbe ceremony in a Lima square. 

Back in Santiago, the Chil- 
ean coach was not slow to use 
some provocative words. “Our 
country is more educated than 


Paraguay 

The Paraguayans have already 
qualified for France, and iheir 
goalkeeper, Jos£ Luis Chilavert, 
looks certain to be one of the 
characters of the tournament. 

Famous for scoring goals 
from penalties and free-kicks, 
he was banned for four World 
Cup qualifiers this year after 
punching Colombia's Faustino 
Asprilla. Last year he got a 
three-month suspended jail 


sentence for hitting a stadium 
steward while playing for his 
Argentinian dub, Velez Sara- 
field. Now he has made his 
mark in the political arena. 

Chflaveit was approached 
a Buenos Aires hotel last** 
month by Lino Oviedo, a for- 
mer general and now a Para- 
guayan presidential candidate. 
Oviedo wanted to pay his re- 
spects - and doubtless secure 
a valuable photo opportunity. 

‘T told him I couldn't em- 
brace him," Chilavert said, “be- 
cause I think he put Paraguayan 
democracy in danger. When 
Oviedo's aides heard what I said 
they started to insult me. Then 
they tried to attack me and I de- 
fended myself." 

The ensuing brawl made 
headlines in Argentina and 
Paraguay - but probably not the 
sort that Oviedo wanted.' 
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pipelines 

Valiant old heroes 
of the Potteries 


Anoldmalry^^p,^ 

out m a new setting when 
gofceCiiy^ meet Pbit vy*. - m 
tne Braannia Stadium to- 
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Ten things 
that Paul 
Gascoigne 
might be 
missing 
in Glasgow 
today 


1 The art, music, theatre, 
dance and literature that 
made Glasgow the Euro- 
pean City of Culture 
1990. 

2 Graceful architecture by 
Cbarl^i^hAiie Mackin- 

"iosKr-^Thi? coliseum's 
hardty subtle, is it? 

3 Cleopatra's. Not an ex- 
hibition about Caesar's 
mistress, but a Glasgow 
West End nightclub 
which is popular with stu- 
dent nurses. 

4 B arras market. Not 
quite Armani, Versace 
and Gucci, but plenty of 
hot fashions dirt cheap. 

5 Political efficiency - 


the Italian government 
makes Glasgow City 
Council look organised. 
6 The renowned Nardini 
family, purveyors of the 
finest icercream. (Not to 
mention Darriela Nardnri, 
This LrferAhn*). ■ 
fl 1buSg% gestures - 
Eternal <3ty romance has 
nothing to match a Glafr 
gow kiss. • - 

8 Neeps, tatties, fish sup- 
pers, Scotch pies and bo- 
dies - just like mamma 
used to make. 

9 Ini Bru. 

10 Marvelling at the 
colourful but impenetra- 
ble language. 


VTX name of the game 

NO 4: LEYTON ORIENT 

Few clubs have had as many name changes as the Os who, 
since their formation in 1881, have been called Glyn Crick- 
et and Fbotball Club, Eagle FG Clapton Orient, Orient 
and Leyton Orient. The “Orient” part of the name dates 
back to 1888, when many of the players worked for the Ori- 
ent Shipping Line. The dub is thought to have been formed 
by members of Homerton Theological College whowant- 
ed to play cricket - when their first cricket season finished 
they stayed together in the winter to play football- 


iT\ THIS 
WEEK 

On 13 October 1965, Scot- 
land met Poland at Hamp- 
den Park in a crucial 
qualifying match for the 
1966 World Cup finals. The 
Scots — including BSfy Bretn- 
ner, Denis Law and their 
youngest international debu- 
tant, the 18 -year-old Wflbe 
Johnston, took the lead af- 
ter 14 minutes. The Poles, 
however, scored twice in the 
last five minutes. 

.“Stunned into silence, 
sickened by defeat, 107,000 
Scots suddenly poured boos 
down on to- their beaten 
team from the towering ter- 
jaoes,~ read The next days 
paper. The onexpected de- 
feat effectively left them un- 
able to qualify. Their last two 
— a win and a loss 


HISTORY 

LESSON 


The last time England qual- 
ified for the World Cup fi- 
nals was in 1989, with the 
circumstances remarkably 
similar to today's. Eight 
years ago to the day, Bobby 
Robson's team went to 
Cborzow needing a draw 
against Poland. The mission 
was duly accomplished, Pe- 
ter Shilton’s outstanding dis- 
play earning a goalless draw. 

Of the team that played 
that day, only Stuart Pearce 
still in contention for an 


ana reiw ~ — 

only others still appearing 
regutiuty in the Premiership, 
afthoi# Gary Stevens (Han- 
mere), Chris Widdle (Born- 
ley) and David Rocastle 
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Simpson joins Molineux men 


Wolverhampton Wanderers 
have signed the Derby County 
winger Paul Simpson on loan - 
and the Molineux manager, 
Marie McGhee, is hoping to se- 
cure a permanent deal. 

Simpson, 31, who is valued 
at around £75,000, will go 
straight into the squad for to- 
morrow's West Midlands der- 
by with Birmingham City at St 
Andrew's. 

The former Manchester 
City and Oxford United play- 
er has been out of the first-team 
picture at Pride Park this sea- 
son, but has impressed 
McGhee in the reserves. 

“They don't want a lot of 
money for him and what I said 
to the boy is that 1 don’t want 
him here if all be is going to do 
is clutter up the place by not hc- 
ing in the team,” the Wolves 
manager said. “But, if he comes 
and proves he can make a con- 
tribution this season, then he 
can stay and he is up for the 
challenge. He wants to play 
first-team football.” 

The Welsh international de- 
fender Adrian Williams has 
returned to Molineux after be- 
ing pulled out of the World Cup 
qualifier with Belgium because 
of an Achilles injury. 

The Bolton manager Colin 


Tbdd has denied reports that 
the midfielder, Jamie Pollock, 
has asked to go on the transfer 
list. “The situation is that Jamie 
has been doing a job for the 
team and has been asked to play 
out of position,” Tbdd said. “I 
have been playing him wide on 
the right, whereas bis favourite 
position is in central midfield, 
where I have not been able to 
accommodate him so far. 

“The player is disappointed 
and unhappy, but we've talked 
it through and I’ve agreed that, 
if an offer comes along that is 
right for the club and the play- 
er, then wc will listen to it.” 

Pollock, 23, a former Eng- 
land Under-2l international, 
joined Bolton for £lm just un- 
der a year ago from the Span- 
ish outfit Osasuna, after first 
making his name with Middles- 
brough. 

The Manchester City man- 
ager Frank Clarke is faring a se- 
lection crisis after hearing that 
Uwe Rosier has been ruled out 
of action for six weeks. Clarke 
may be forced to buy a re- 
placement for the German for- 
ward, who damaged ankle 
ligaments in a friendly with an 
Italian select XI this week. 

The transfer-listed Rosier 
will not be available again 


until late November, which will 
also put an end to his chance 
of a move to Evcrton. 

Rosler’s lay-off leaves City 
short of bodies. There are fetus 
for Paul Dkkov, who went to 
hospital for a scan on his knee 
yesterday after picking up an in- 
jury in the same game. 

Dickov could need a minor 
operation, and that would leave 
City with just their record sign- 
ing Lee Bradbury in attack as 
they try to escape the bottom 
half of the First Division. 

The Wsst Bromwich Albion 
striker Paul Peschisolido has re- 
jected an improved contract 
with the Hawthorns club. He 
bad said earlier in the week that 
he was “very dose” to signing 
a two-year extension to bis 
current deal, which has 18 
months to run. Then talks 
broke down, wiLh the Canadi- 
an inte rnatio nal and Albion un- 
able to reach agreement. The 
26-year-old insisted: “I won't be 
signing a new deal." 

Peschisolido, who dropped 
bis agent Eric Hall from the 
talks after he was involved In a 
row with Albion's chief execu- 
tive, John Wile, said: “I met 
with chairman Tony Hale but 
we could not reach agreement. 

- Rupert Metcalf 



Peschisolido: rejected new contract Photograph: Empics 


Young Scots humbled by 10-man Latvia 


Simon Buckland 
reports from Livingston 

Scotland llnder-21 _ 
Latvia Under-21 . 


A bead butt by the Latvian goal- 
keeper, Alexander Kolinko, 
briefly sparked Scotland’s 
Under-21 side into life - but the 
visitors were still too strong 
even with 10 men in a European 
Under-21 Championship qual- 
ifier of high drama at Al- 
moadvale stadium yesterday. 


It was a tale of two keepers, 
with Queen of the South's 19- 
year-old David Mathieson en- 
during a painful afternoon, 
sharing at least some blame for 
each of Latvia’s four goals. 

Michael Craig, the nephew 
of Scotland's coach. Tommy, 
was the victim of Kolinko's 
moment of madness which re- 
duced the visitors to 10 men 
when leading 2-0. Craig Jnr was 
forced off injured in the inci- 
dent and, as it occurred in the 
area, the referee, Milan MQtro- 
vic, awarded a penalty, which 


was converted by Dundee's 
Iain Anderson after 32 minutes. 
Then Craig's replacement, 
David Graham of Rangers, 
levelled the score after 44 min- 
utes with a dose-range effort. 

That cancelled outa Latvian 
lead gained with early strikes by 
Nikolai Folakov after nine min- 
utes and Igor Slesarchuk after 
21 minutes - each aided by 
some uncertain keeping from 
Mathieson. 

However, while Scotland 
were able to exploit their extra 
man initially, further lapses in 


George Farm's message would probably have 
been: . ‘Get lost, don't bother me again’ 


I play football at every op- 
portunity nowadays, so it is dif- 
ficult to recall a tinie in my life 
when I would rather watch 
than play, but for a time in 119 
teens that was indeed the 
case. I played for the school 
team an Saturday mornings 
and would rather go to 
Bloomfield Road to watch 
Blackpool in the afternoon 
than turn out again for Black- 
pool Boys Club with sopping 
wet boots. 

I had been watching the 
Pool since I was seven, round 
about the time they won the 
FA Cop in the famous 
“Matthews Final” of 1953. 
Sadly, I did not see their mo- 
ment qf triumph. Watching 
the match on television at a 
friend’s house, we decided it 
was a lost cause at 3-1 down 
to Bolton and went out to play 
on our bikes oblivious to the 
great comeback culminating 
in Bill Perry’s last-minute 
winner. 

'However, I was a regular 
three years later when Black- 
pool finished second in the 
' League to Manchester Unit- 
ed. I used to spend hours 
waiting for autographs out- 
side the ground. Day after 
day in the school holidays the 
players would ago a differ- 
ent photograph in my scrap- 
book. 

The most elusive players 
were the great Stan Matthews 
and the Scottish goalkeeper 
George Fang. I am sore Stan, 
had a seraet.erit from Bloom- 
field Road, because I only 
ever caught him once or- 
twice. He proved as difficult 
fpr autograph hunters as he 
was for the hapless full-backs 
who had to .mark him for 90 
minutes. 

George Farm was not 
| quite so elusive^ in feet, but he 
spent hours on his pedicure af- 
ter framing and was a terrible 
grouch when he eventually ap* 
peared at the players’ en- 
trance, glowering at the two 
or three kidsstiU there while 
their lunch was going cold on 
mum’s kitchen table. 

“Didn’t 1 give it to you yes- 
terday?” he vrauldgroM, as I 
tentatively shoved an action 
picture under his nose. Then 
he pulled out his own fountain 
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pen to carefully inscribe 
“Geo” Harm. 

You had to be particular- 
ly careful about which pho- 
tograph to select for his 
autograph. It would have been 
a very Feckless child who 
asked Farm to sign anything 
from the 1953 Cup final when 
he let in a couple of soft 


My favourite signature of 
all - apart, that is, from the 
greats such as Pele, Di 
Stefano and Puskas obtained 
in excruciatingly embarrass- 
ing fashion in much later 
years'- was an unlikely one. 
Eddie Clamp, the Wolves 
and England wing-half, 
prefixed bis name “Yours In 
sport”. Z thought this was 
realty cool Much better than 
having: to beg,- tike some ■ 
kids: “Please put best wish- 
es.” 

I often wondered what 
George “Geo* Farm would 
have written if anyone ever 
dared ask for a special mes- 
sage. Probabty “Get lost, don’t 
bother me agam.” 

George Farm was a per- 
fectionist, always immacu- 
lately turned out, who was 
capped 10 times by Scotland 
despite employing a highly un- 
usual technique to catch the 
ball, a nutcracker-type style 
with one hand above and one 
hand below the ball 

He once injured a shoul- 
der in those pre-substitute 


days and moved to striker to 
head a goal in a 6-2 win over 
hated local rivals Preston 
North End I was sitting on 
the wall behind the goal. 
Happy days. 

I followed Blackpool for 
many years. I thrilled at the 
dectricskfflofTbny Green be- 
fore his career was prema- 
turety ended by injury after his 
move to Newcastle. 

Alan Buddick came the 
other way in 1966 - a beau- 
tiful player, but one for whom 
the word enigmatic was sure- 
ty specialty coined. I often ask 
Jim Armfield about him now, 
but Jim, wbo has always tak- 
en his game seriously, tends 
to clam up, distrustful I sus- 
pect of anyone who did not 
make the most of the sublime 
gifts he had been blessed 
with. 

Barrie Martin, a full-back 
of upright style, piayed a cost- 
ly and Hi-judged passbook on 
me occasion from just outside 
the penalty area near the 
players’ tunnel Dear old El- 
lis Tomlinson, our football 
master at school, termed that 
comer of the pitch “Martin’s 
Folly". 

I still watch Blackpool 
whenever duties allow. But 
since my move away from 
Lancashire to the Fbotball 
Association nearly 10 years 
ago, Z have never seen them 
win. 

The season before last I 
stayed away after a hard-won 
draw at Peterborough In 
March. Pool were tap in 
April then dipped to finish 
third. 

A first leg play-off semi- 
final at Bradford Qty was won 

2-0. Promotion to Division 
One looked certain. 

For the second leg at 
Bloomfield Road I followed 
Gary Lineker’s famous advice 
about Wimbledon and 
“watched” the match on Tele- 
text Agonisingly 0-1 became 
0-2. Nothing in life was sur- 
er than that 0-2 would flick 
over to 0-3 in the dosing 
minutes. 

It did, and big Sam Al- 
lardyce lost his job. 

GmhmtKelfy is chief exsaidue 
of the football Association 


concentration from Mathieson 
led to second-half goals from 
Erik Felds after 54 minutes and 
Vsevolod Lidak, three min- 
utes later, which secured victory 
for the Latvians. 

Neither side were in con- 
tention for the knock-out stages 
of the Under-21 Championship. 
This defeat was the Scots' sev- 
enth defeat of a dismal cam- 
paign, which has seen only 
seven points gained from 10 
matches. 

“It is a learning process for 
these lads,” Craig Snr said. “I 


think they now recognise that 
mistakes get punished at this 
level, as we were against a 
strong physical side today.” 

SCOTLAND UNDER-21: Mefttoson (Queen 
oithBSouh): l 


■cEmn (RaMi Rouera). Hey- 

HcCftMkov (St JotnxonQl 

Horn (HearteJ, Craig (Abarcteen), Buotum (At£ 
erttawi), Bratonar (TAanch«f»tBr Utrft Thorny 
•on (OmJee Utd). Ferguson (Ranoorel I 
Anderson (Dutoeel Substitutes: Graham 
(Hangers) lor Craig, 32: R Ander s on (Ab- 
ontoen) to lt£m Sfi Vbirag (Aberdeen) far 
Burner, 07. 

LATVIA UMJER-21: KoflnMo (Stonto Riga); 
Zmb (MotaUfl Hob) Pwnpa (LrtomothDau- 
. RHue (fiMalug Koai Lidak (Dau- 
gava ffifla), Mthalctiii£ {Daugava 

Raids ff ^ 

■Muttt: ftgiltov (VWniwajb^bMM, 30; 
Gander (Vemera) for Punpa. M. 

Roterea: M Mtiode (SkNBrta). 


Swindon closing in 
on Forest at the top 


Tbday's top First Division game 
sees Bury, promoted in May, 
travelling to third-placed Swin- 
don. The Wiltshire side can go 
within one point of Nottingham 
Forest at the top if they win. 

Billy’s fellow divisional new- 
comers, Stockport and Crewe 
(both currently just above mid- 
table Bury) both play lower op- 
position. at home to Oxford 
United and away at Reading re- 
spectively. 

Tomorrow is First Division 
derby day, with Birmingham 
hosting Wolverhampton Wan- 
derers and Stoke City facing 
Port Vale in the Potteries en- 
counter at the Victoria Ground. 

In the Second Division, 
Northampton can go top of the 
table if they win away at Grims- 
by. The Cobblers, promoted in 
May, have lost just one League 
game this season, on the open- 
ing day. Elsewhere, Fulham 


will be looking to maintain 
their 100 per cent record at 
Craven Cottage In the Keegan 
era when they meet Blackpool. 
Fulham beat Oldham 3-1 last 
Saturday while Blackpool lost 
2-1 to MiUwall. 

Oldham and MiUwall them- 
selves meet today at the New 
Den, with Oldham knowing 
they can leapfrog their oppo- 
nents into the top six if they win, 
and MiUwall knowing they can 
maintain their promotion chal- 
lenge if they prevail themselves. 

In the Third Division, Micky 
Adams makes a quick man- 
agerial comeback after leaving 
F ulham as he takes charge of 
struggling Swansea City, who 
sacked Jan Molby in midweek. 
Adams faces a difficult first 
game in charge, taking 
Swansea, fifth from bottom of 
the League, to Exeter, who are 
thud in the division. 


Major weekend 
fixtures and 
pools check 


Today 

aountesseesad 

Nationwide League 
First Division 
t ReadkifivCrawe - 

2 Stockport v QdMti lltri .. 

3 Swindon ¥ Bury 


Second Division 

4 Burnley vCaitsto_. 


OmerM) v Mgan 
FtihamvBtacKjxwi . 


7 Gfcghsmv Wycombe 

8 Grimsby v Noettiam p ton...^ — 

- Luton v Plymouth 

9 MftKSA v CSdhsm 

10 Preston v floumemoutti 

11 Scuthand v Bristol City 

- Watad v Wrexham 

12 Ybrkv Brantford 

Third Division 

13 Chester v Brighton 

14 Ooncasterv Hartlepool 

- ExBtorv Swansea 

15 v Scarborough 


16 Leyton Orient v Rotherham ..... 

17 LAcoin v Torquay 

18 fctensfiaM v Cambridge 

19 Notts County v Maodesfield ... 
Zfl Peterborough v Cofchestar — 

21 Rochda l e vDerlnplnn ............. 

22 ShnjwBbiffy v Barnet 

GM Vauxhall Conference 

23 Farrbofough v Mccucambe — 

- Gateshead v Leek 

24 Hayes v Stalybndga. 


25 Ncffttwldi v Hetireatord 

26 Rushden v Hartford 

27 Southport v KMdanrtnstar 

- Stevenage vWbfdng 

Betfk Scottish League 

Third Division 

- Ross Co vOuwrrts Port fit? — 

World Cup Group One 

28 Greece v Denmark CTO) ... 

ptf Ofymptc dtxOjm, Athens; 

29 Slovenia v Croatia (7q . 


(m Brngwct mcSum, Ljubtjam) 

World Cup Group Two 

30 Gap^ya vPotBOd {120} 

[ar Sorts PafchactTB statBum. Tbtefl 

31 aa(yv England fM9 

(at Stsdio OOmpico, Rome! 

World Cup Group Three 

32 Finland v Hkngary (Sp) ...» — 
(tf Olympia oaOum. /tetehW 

33 Switzerland v Azartn^an (Tty .. 
(at Mtanftdorf sadfam, BwneJ 

World Cup Group Four 

34 Austria v Belarus (30) .......... 

(Itf&nsfHapptfetKftjn, VfennaJ 

35 Scotland v Latvia (3Q 

(at Ceitk: Rsrfc, Glasgow) 

36 Sweden v Estonia (319 

far Rasunds stadium, Stockholm) 


World Cup Group Five 

37 Cyprus tf Luxembourg (50) ... 
farifirtanon s&xfim Afcotfaj 

38 Russia v BtfQaria (70) ......... 

(al LvzfvtOd 3tadktm. Moscow) 


World Cup Group Six 

39 Czech Rap vStovatea (70) 

(at LbOv stachm, Prague) 

40 Malm v Yugoslavia (70) .......... 

(af S'OoS staefam, lAdafla) 

41 Span v Faroe fetes (70) ......... 

(c* El Motinoo stadium. Gjon) 

World Cup Group Seven 

42 Belgium v Writes (70) — 

(at King Baudoulnstxfm. Brussels) 

43 Netherlands v Turkey (70) 

(at Amsterdam Anna} 

World Cup Group Eight 

44 teatand v Liechtenstein (30) — 
(m LaugardatsvOBvr stadium, 
Reykjavik) 

45 Macedonia v Lithuania (30) . — 
fir GmdsU stadium, Skopje) 

46 Rap erf Ireland v Romanie (30) _ 
(m Lansdowne Road, Dublin) 

World Cup Group Nine 

47 Armana v Ukraine (530) — 

ful Rmdnn stotbum. Ynmvan) 

48 Germany v AJbenio (530) 

(a* MadamactaenGfedion, HanomiJ 

4B Portugal v N Intend (530) — 

far fetadto da Luz. Lisbon) 

Tomorrow 


Nationwide League 
First Division 
Btrrripghain v Wolves (40) .. 
Stoke v Port \tele (10) 
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Seaman on a mission to prevent Zola repeating himself 



Italy's Gianfranco Zota hits the winner past Ian Walker, the England goalkeeper, in the World Cup qualifying match at Wembley earlier this year Photograph: Bradley Ormesher/Daily Mirror 


Talisman with a talent for 
tormenting Englishmen 



Wembley absentee sets 
his focus on little feet 



Do you man-mark him, 
isolate him or just kick 
him? Gianfranco Zola 
scored the goal that beat 
England at Wembley in 
February and is the man 
most likely to beat them 
again. 

Guy Hodgson canvasses 
opinion on how you 
counter the diminutive 
Italian. 

It seems a ridiculous assump- 
tion now, but one man and one 
match told Gianfranco Zola he 
would never prosper in the 
Premiership. Intriguingly, the 
instrument of the Italian’s de- 
spair will be available to Eng- 
land in Rome tonight. 

Zola did not play in the Eu- 
ropean Cup-Winners’ Cup final 
in 1994. He was on the pitch for 
Parma that night in Copen- 
hagen all right, but he did not 
figure, such was the suffocating 
effect of Tony Adams. 

TbeunojuipouusnigAreeiiai 
captain bullied, marked, tackled 
and beaded dear every time the 
ball went near Zda, leaving Par- 
ma, the holders, deprived of 
their play-maker and beaten. 
The bruising and unequal con- 
test left its mark, in all senses of 
the word, on the Italian. 

“It was a joke." Zola. 5ft 6in 
and lOst 41b, said. “Adams did 
not even have to jump to win the 
hall That’s why I thought I'd he 
too small to play in England, 
that all defenders would be 
tike that and that I’d have no 
chance. But I have grown in 


more ways than one since then." 

His award as Footballer of 
the Year last May confirms 
that, and a look at Britain's 
newspapers this week provide 
further endorsement. Daily 
photographs of the Chelsea 
striker have appeared like 
“man most wanted" posters. 

His Premiership opponents 
have quickly learned to appre- 
ciate the Italian. Alex Ferguson 
said after Zola had scored a de- 
lightful goal against Manches- 
ter United last spring: “He’s 
better than 1 thought he was." 
It is something a tot of oppo- 
nents have discovered since 
his late arrival in Serie A with 
Napoli at the age of 23. 

Deft, strong, difficult to in- 
timidate, but above all bursting 
with imag ination, he joined 
forces with Diego Maradona to 
help Napoli win an Italian title 
and was anointed by the Ar- 
gentine as his successor. For 
Parma, Chelsea and Italy since 
he has brought verve and dan- 
gerous unpredictability. 

For his part Zola has great- 
ly enjoyed his time in England, 
even going so far as to suggest 
yesterday that there would be a 
touch of regret if he did score 
tonight. “I am sony 1 have to play 
against Eng land," he said. “1 am 
having a great season with 
Chelsea. I am enjoying myself so 
much in England that that’s 
why l will feel a little sad. I am 
usually pleased to score many 
goals for Italy, but it will not 
please me to score tomorrow'." 

So how do you stop him? 
Glenn Hoddle, the England 
coach has said he will not man- 
mark the Italian fearing it will 


distort the team's shape, which 
could be a smokescreen as 
Newcastle’s sabre-toothed tack- 
ier David Batty was forged for 
the job. Certainly the conven- 
tional wisdom in the Premier- 
ship is to stick close to the 
32-year-old Sardinian and pray. 

Leeds. Sunderland, 
Sheffield Wednesday and Not- 
tingham Forest all assigned 
one man to nullify Zola last sea- 
son and all were rewarded. “1 
was in two minds whether to 
man-mark him," Stuart Pearce, 
Forest's player-manager when 
they met Chelsea last January, 
said “Then I spoke to Des 
Walker. He said Sheffield 
Wednesday bad great success 
when they put Peter Atherton 
on him and that made ray mind 
up. 1 did the same with Des Lyt- 
tle and it worked He kept a 
great player out of the game." 

How great, Pearce discovered 
first hand a month later at Wem- 
bley. The England defender 
rose but missed a header that al- 
lowed Ziola an opportunity. Sol 
Campbell raced across the area 
to eradicate the danger but he 
arrived just in time to get a feint 
touch that turned the Italian's 
shot inside Ian Walker's near 
posL A half-chance to Zola, no 
chance for England 

“He can disappear and then 
pop up," England's Graeme Le 
Saux said of his Chelsea team- 
mate this week. "If you’re not 
■aware you’ll get caught. His 
movement is his big asset as he 
proved with his goal al Wem- 
bley. We have to be aware of 
that and anticipate what he is 
going to do. Al least we know 
more about him now." 


Dennis Wise, another 
Chelsea team-mate would go for 
the former option. “Even then 
he can still hurt you because he's 
class," he said. “He’s frighten- 
ing sometimes. He's got it all: 
control, touch, use of both feet. 
Put him one-on-one and he'll say 
‘See you later and go past you." 

Hoddle tried to buy Zoia 
when he was manager at 
Chelsea, deterred only by an 
£8m asking price that was cut 
almost in half by the time Ruud 
Gullit did get him to Stamford 
Bridge. The England coach 
needs no persuading of his tal- 
ent but believes familiarity will 
diminis h its threat. 

His defenders were facing a 
quantity that was relatively, un- 
known in February, whereas 
now they have met him in the 
Premiership. “Sure, we've got to 
respect Zola,” Hoddle said. 
“Having said that, a lot of our 
players have played against him 
now and they recognise some of 
bis moves. Perhaps now we can 
deal with him." 

Hoddle has reinforced the 
education process with videos 
this week, pinpointing his runs. 
“The thing is to know when to 
go with him and when to let 
someone else pick him up." 

Gerry Taggart, the Bolton 
and Northern Ireland central 
defender, said. "You have to be 
careful not leave gaps for oth- 
ers to run into. You need to con- 
centrate all the lime and," he 
paused for effect, “get stuck in”. 

That, you can safely leave lo 
Adams, if fit, but the concen- 
tration will have to spread be- 
yond the England defender. Or 
else Zola will grow a little more. 


If England are to deny 
Gianfranco Zola in Rome 
tonight they will need 
another dominating ' 
performance from David 
Seaman. 

Ion Ridley found the 
England goalkeeper ready 
to go to work. 

David Seaman is hoping that 
the week ends more successfully 
than it began. “He beat me 54)." 
England's goalkeeper lament- 
ed after a fishing trip with Paul 
Gascoigne. Tonight the aim is 
the opposite; to keep that fig- 
ure as slippery as any trouL 
Gianfranco Zola, from finding 
the net. 

It becomes increasingly dif- 
ficult to second-guess the 
Englan coach. Glenn Huddle, 
and predict accurately an Eng- 
land team these days but it is 
usually a pretty safe bet that 
Seaman’s name will he the fust 
on the list, literally and 
metaphorically. 

As seen in the penalty saves 
of Euro 96. against Scotland and 
Spain - since when he has con- 
ceded only two goals in eight 
games under Hoddle - his air 
of calm reassurance is crucial 
to England. “If the young lads 
are getting nervous. I'll have a 
quiet word with them." he says, 
accepting that he is among the 
team's elder statesmen. His 
imposing presence seems also 
a deterrent to strikers. 

It is with a little fellow 
that he and England arc most 
concerned tonight, however. 


“You look at various strikers 
just to see if they do anything 
different. At set-pieces you can 
usually see. but sometimes 
it's hard to tell who's actually 
shooting when it's in the game. 
You are supposed to be watch- 
ing the ball, you know. 

“But I know Zota docs 
pose quite a few problems, es- 
pecially at free-kicks. He’s 
crafty. He's got such tiny feet 
und can make the ball do a tot 
of things with hardly any back- 
lift." Seaman recently reac- 
quainted himself with it all at 
first band, when Zola scored 
for Chelsea against Arsenal, 
though ‘he goal owed most lo 
Mark Hughes's teasing cross. 

Seaman was absent with a 
cartilage injury when Zulu's 
shot deflected off Sol Camp- 
bell last February at Wembley. 
Ian Walker then the victim. “I 
was stuck in a traffic jam on 
the M25 listening on the radio 
coming back from the spe- 
cialist," Seaman recalls, 
though he feels as vengeful as 
any participant that night. 
“There is nothing more we 
would like to do than beat 
them after what they did at 
■ Wembley,” he says. 

It will, he knows, be an in- 
tense experience. "I don't 
know if you can enjoy it. 
Maybe afterwards when you 
get the right result. It's work 
and there is a lot of pressure 
but we know what’s coming, 
what to expect." He is. after 
all, a veteran of '93 and Rot- 
terdam, almost shuddering at 
the memory. “That was dif- 
ferent. It was sudden death," 
he says. “If we do gel beaten 


this time at least we have an- 
other chance." 

Seaman himself does not 
expea as physical a test as the 
other England players. “It is 
different with goalkeepers be- 
cause the ref watches and as 
soon as anyone touches us they 
give a free-kick. In other parts 
of the field I expect there will 
be a lot of raan-for-man mark- 
ing. Man-for-man wrestling, 
really." 

What does concern him 
arc the Olympic Stadium 
floodlights. “Lights make a 
massive difference to you. 
Even Highbury is a totally 
different place at night. Look- 
ing for a cross, you can Jose the 
ball in the lights and 1 have 
done. A lot of keepers do. 

“One problem at Arsenal 
was having six or seven lights 
so close together in the corners 
and I managed to get the dub 
to change that. The best type 
for a keeper arc the pylons. 
But I don't think the Italians 
are likely to start hitting high 
balls in there." He has not 
been successful in getting a 
training session under the 
Rome lights, but Hoddle did 
not seem ton concerned. 
"Goalkeepers will make any 
excuse," he said. 

Seaman was making none 
about recent errors, notably 
the goal at Highbury with 
which PAOK Salonika elimi- 
nated Arsenal from the Uefa 
Cup. which have led some to 
question his form, though he 
insists with the promising Aus- 
trian Alex Manninger pushing 
him at Highbury, and an 
in-torm Dennis Bergkamp and 


Ian Wright to practice against, 
he is sharp enough. 

In fact he believes, his op- 
posit e number, Angelo Pe- N 
ruzzi. who conceded three for 
Ju vent us against Manchester 
United last week, will come 
into the game with more con- 
cerns about form. “He looks 
small but he gets himself 
around," Seaman says. “I. 
don't like letting in goals in. I 
don’t know what type of guy 
he is but I wouldn't be happy. 

“I’m used to criticism," he 
goes on, adding aptfy and ac- 
curately, “lam there to be shot . 
aL" Though 34, last month, he 
does not believe he is yet at his 
peak. “I would say no. There’s 
still a lot to learn. Plus, I 
might get another contract 
out of it" 

Ray Clemence, England’s 
goalkeeping coach, chips in: 
“It’s because David’s mistakes 
are so rare that people pick 
them up. It’s also easy to for- 
get some of his less publicised 
contributions, like a great save- 
against Barnsley last Saturday 
when it was 0-0." 

England and Seaman will 
settle for as much tonight 
“It’s all about qualifying," he 
says. “It’s all about focusing on 
not making a mistake." 

Though Seaman has been ll 
looking relaxed, there has 
been no opportunity for his 
and Gazza’s favourite relax- -, 
ation in Italy. “Besides, if we 
did go fishing over here, we'd 
need about 20 policemen with ■ 
us,” he said. Instead, the con- 
centration has been on at- 
tempting to ensure that Italy, 
sleep with the fishes. 


THE KEY CONFRONTATIONS; GLENN MOORE'S ANALYSIS OF WHERE THE MATCH WILL BE WON AND LOST 






Sol Campbell Gianfranco Zola Paul Gascoigne Paul Inca 


Tottenham 
age 23 
caps: 10 


Chelsea 

31 

34 


Rangers 

30 

52 


Liverpool 
29 
33 ‘ 






Glenn Hoddle will not be man-mark- 
ing Zola but Campbell is likely to find 
himself picking up the Sardinian when- 
ever he moves forward. Zola’s great- 
est strengths are his movement and 
dose control. Campbell, who has be- 
come an international defender of 
stature in die past year, should be equal 
to the control but may be lost by the 
movement. The experience of Tony 
Adams may then be needed. 

After being partly at feult for Zola's 
Wembley goaL Campbell has some- 
thing to prove and, like most English 
players, he now knows something of 
Zola’s tricks. Only real concern is oc- 
casional tendancy to have an off-day, 
as recently against Emile Heskey. 


The key battle, with temperament as much a factor as ability. Both pairs have 
plenty of the latter, Gascoigne and Ince perhaps a better balanced partnership. 
The Englishmen will be highly motivated on their return to Italy and will need 
to keep calm against the inevitable tugs and niggles, especially Gascoigne. 
Albertini likes to sit and spray the ball like a quarter-back so Sheringham and 
Wright may be asked to make him huriy, if so he is likely to settle for unspec- 
tacular ticking-over passing rather than risk losing possession. Baggio is more 
of a ball-winner, tike David Batty, who will make up England’s central midfield. 
With Roberto Di Matteo’s ability to attack with the ball denied to Italy by sus- 
pension, AuQio Lombardo may complete their middle trio. 

Cannavaro marked Shearer out of the game at Wem- 
bley in an impressive international debut. He has 
retained his place since and his pace is likely lo see 
him give the job of marking Wright while Costacur- 
ta sweeps. Wright knows his international career will 
Wright be over if England foil to make the World Cup 
Arsenal finals which would be unfortunate after such an 
33, 28 impressive late international blossoming. 




David Beckham 

Man Utd 
22 
10 


A further chance to assess Beckham's 
development as he comes up against 
the world's greatest left-back. At Wem- 
bley in ftbruaiy Beckham had little joy 
on the Bank and Maldini, if he plays 
there, is unlikely to let him get past on 
the outside on Saturday. Early cross- 
es may be in order for Beckham 
though dub team-mate Karel 
Poboreky, who gave Maldini a rare 
roasting in Eum V6. may have give him 
some tips. One of Beckham's main 
tasks will be defensive as Maldini is a 
potent force when moving forward. Al 
set-pieces, however, someone else 
should be deputed to jump with Mal- 
dini who is a powerful header. As the 
Italy manager's son, Maldini will be 
more motivated than anvonc. 


RECENT HISTORY OF 
™S5JLANiD_y_nrALY; 

24.5.61 (Rome) 

Italy 2 England 3 

14.6.73 (Turin) 

Italy 2 England 0 

14.11.73 (Wembley) 
England 0 Italy 1 

28.5.76 (New Ybrk) 

England 3 Italy 2 

17.11.76 (Rome, World Cup 
qualifier) 

Italy 2 England 0 

16.11.77 (Wembley, World 
Cup qualifier) 

England 2 Italy 0 

15.6.80 (Ttorin, European 

Championships) 

Italy 1 England 0 
6.6.85 (Mexico City) 
England 1 Italy 2 
15.11.89 (Wembley) 
England 0 Italy 0 
7.7,90 (Bari, World Cup fi- 
nals third-place play-off) 
Italy 2 England 1 

12.2.97 (Wembley, World 
Cup qualifier) 

England 0 Italy 1 

4.6.97 (Nantes, Le Toumoi) 
England 2 Italy 0 


Special occasion to bring out the 
best in the drinking classes 


Pubs, clubs and bare across the 
land are expecting record prof- 
its tonight with England's game 
against Italy being shown live only 
on Sky. so denying lerreslial 
fens the chance to watch the 
game from their armchairs if they 
want to see it os it happens. 

There are almost 40,000 
such drinking establishments in 
the UK, and they expect lo 
make additional profits of 
around £20m due to the sale of 
additional drinks and food. 
The brewers Carling expect a 
rise in sales similar to the one 
the)' experienced during Euro 
96. Andy Sutherden, a Carling 
spokesman, said that then “vol- 
ume in pub sales climbed by 28 
per cent. We expect a similar re- 
action on Saturday". 

Bars across (he country are 
urging fens to arrive early In or- 
der to get a seat and avoid dis- 
appointment. Tom Gilman, 
manager of the Sports Cafe in 
Leeds said: “We are telling 


erof the Hobgoblin in 
has transformed his 
give a stadium aLmosph 
surround sound speak 
nected to two huge 

The pub’s full of red, w 

blue bunting and our 
‘Gazza’s demist chair 
punters down tequila 
Casey said 

Billy Gilligan. lane 
the Scarisbrick Arms 
cashirc, is making i 
against Sky’s dornina 
televised football. “Wt 
watching on ITV at 
The windows will all be 

out during the game ai 
will be someone on ti 
warning people not tor 
the result. Anyone caug 
pering the score will bt 
a red card and be han 
four meals." Gilligan s 
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Brown wary of 
Latvian threat 



Only a team from a tiny 

Baltic state stand 
between Scotland and 
automatic qualification 

1 t * le World Cup finals. 

^ The Tartan Army is 

getting ready to party in 
the streets of Glasgow, 

but, as Ph 3 Show 
discovered, the word 
from the Scotland camp 
is caution first, 
celebration second. 


tonight, Celtic Park will have 
pent the Thrtan Army away to 
become a menace to sobriety. 

The signs are, both in terms 
of Scotland’s record under 
Brown and the precedents of 
five successful campaigns in the 
past quarter of a century, that 
they will be chinking to re- 
member. 

u We have to show our usu- 
al enthusiasm, but it must be 
tempered by great concentra- 
tion" he said, after the Goal 
training session beneath a 
cloudburst at Kilmarnock. 
“One lapse m that area could 
beat us. 

“Fortunately our players are 
bugely experienced. A lot of 
them play in the English Pre- 
miership where a second’s loss 
of concentration can kill you." 

To some, this may sound like 
talking up a tiny Baltic state 
who have beaten only Belarus 
and Estonia in Group Four. But 
Brown could lake an honours 
course in the football of the for- 
mer Soviet republic and his 
studies convince him that the 
likes of Vitas Rimkus, a strik- 
er be likens to Gerd Muller, and 
the playmaker, Vladimir 
Babichev, are a cut above most 
of their contemporaries. 

“Latvia try to play," he 
warned. “They do get men 
bade behind the ball when they 

.5.^.5y PUBLIC OF IRELAND 


k?° re tbe schedule for the 
qualifying series was drawn ud 
Glenn Hoddle and Craig 
Brown had been asked to 
choose between needing only a 
point from their last match or 

having to win and still not be 

certain of reaching the World 
Cup finals, it is safe to assume 
neither would have selected the 
second option. 

Had it been explained, how- 
ever; that the choice would lie 
between holding Italy in a sta- 
dium where they are practical- 
|y invincible and beating Latvia 
in a ground heaving with home 
supporters, the answer might 
have been different. 

By the time eternal enemy 
get underway in the Eternal City 


lose possession, but unlike Be- 
larus they lookcapable of scor- 
ing. You worry about them 
from the point of view of the 
quick counter-attack. We need 
to impose ourselves on the 
game and dictate the tempo." 

In keeping with his deter- 
minedly Jaw-key style, Brawn is 
unlikely to spring any selection 
surprises. Despite having only 
four caps, Christian Dailly 
looks certain to keep his place 
in the back three. The return of 
Colin Hendiy to that unit may 
mean Tom Boyd earning his 
50th cap in left-midficld at the 
expense of Tosh Me Kin lay, 
whose lack of first-team op- 
portunities with Celtic could 
count against him. 

Up front, where Simon 
Donnelly has been enjoying a 
scoring streak for the host dub, 
Gordon Dune's experience 
should earn him the nod as 
Kevin GaUachers partner. 
McKinlay’s ability to deliver 
free-kicks and crosses, along 
with the drive and scoring 
knack of David Hopkin, will 
doubtless be summoned if Scot- 
land struggle. 

Brown, while seeking a bal- 
ance between confidence and 
caution, sees no reason why 
they should. “We talm optimism 
from the way we beat Belarus 
and the fact that our players are 

GROUP SEVEN: WALES 



The Scotland manager Craig Brown (left) mid Colin Hendry prepare for action 


Photograph: Scottish Daily Record 


ail in such good form. John 
Collins, for instance, is now cap- 
taining Monaco. Gary McAl- 
lister's back to top form after 
a much needed summer break. 
Kevin Gallacher's on fire, and 
Roy Hodgson tells me Colin 
Hendiy has been immense for 
Blackburn since he got back to 
200 per cent fitness. 

“These players deserve to 
qualify for their attitude. The 
fans deserve it too - we've had 
a full house at every home 
game and a fantastic away 


following. I saw the Swedes in 
Belarus and they bad about a 
dozen supporters. We look sev- 
eral hundred." 

The match in Minsk pro- 
duced one of 17 clean sheets in 
Scotland's last 23 fixtures; in- 
credibly they have let in just three 
goals in 15 houre of competitive 
football since losing to England 
at Euro 96. Reinforced by such 
statistics. Brown expects to win 
“1-0 or 2-0" and anticipates that 
victory would suffice. 

“Phi if this nay,” be said, "PD 


McCarthy chooses Houghton Giggs given Gould’s vote of confidence 


Ray Houghton will captain the 
Republic of Ireland for the 
first time in today’s World Cup 
J- qualifier against Romania in 
Dublin — and his manager is 
convinced be has made a wide 
choice. 

Mick McCarthy named the 
35-year-old Reading player- 
coach as foe stand-m captam for 
the injured Andy Townsend 
and said; **He’s been doing this 
kind of job for years without ac- 
tually wearing the armband. 

“It's a nice reward for him 
after all the service he's given 
Ireland over the years. His 
qualities are well known to 
everybody and I have been 


be looking for a stewards' in- 
quiry if Spain lose at home to 
the Faroe Islands and take the 
best runners-up place." 

Whatever the outcome, the 
Scotland squad will disperse af- 
ter the game - not to reconvene 
until Denmark visit Ibrox fora 
friendly in March - rather than 
staying together to watch the 
“other" match. 

As part of Channel Five’s 
promotion for their coverage 
of the Scotland game, Brown 
appeared on The Jack Docker- 

GROUP NINE: NO RTHERN IR ELAND 

Lomas keeps the armband 


ty Show lale on Thursday. “He 
was trying to set me up to say 
I hoped England would lose," 
the manager said, before re- 
vealing that bravado does en- 
ter his thinking after ail 
“I hope they win - and that 
we then get our revenge by 
beating them in the Worid Cup 
semi- final." 



exalting his virtues for ages. Ray 
is a talker on the pitch, always 
encouraging other players and 
leading by example." 

Houghton Will be Ireland’s 
third different captain in con- 
secutive matches. Aston Villa’s 
Steve Staunton, who took over 
from the suspended Ibwnsend 
for the 2-1 wop in Lithuania last 
month, bas been left out of Mc- 
Carthy's squad this Week. 

He is one of 11 Republic 
players on a yellow card; and 
McCarthy’s dilemma is whether 
to risk any of the others, who 
could fall foul of suspension for 
the first Jeg of the World Cup 
play-offs on 29 October. 


Ryan Giggs, the new captain of 
Wales, has revealed that his 
dream is to lead his country to 
the World Cup final*: The 23- 
year-old Manchester United 
winger, who has whi medals ga- 
lore in the En glish game, even 
puts his Welsh quest above 
more titles at Old Thtfford. 

Giggs takes over as captain 
from the suspended Gary 
Speed for the encouiiter with 
Belgium in Brussels tonight, 
with Whies already out of the 
tournament. He said: “Cap- 
taining my country has been a 
dream of mine. I have thought 
about it and hoped it would 
happen but I am a little sur- 


prised it has come so quickly.” 
Only Mike England, at 22, cap- 
tained the Welsh at a younger 
age than Cazdiff-bom Giggs. 

Bobby Gould, the W&les 
manager, wifi probably restore 
Speed to the captaincy for 
Wiles' next international - but 
it is dear that Giggs could well 
become skipper permanently in . 
the future. 

Giggs said: “I have won so 
mudi for Manchester United 
but this will be the greatest mo- 
ment of my life. I will be so 
proud to lead Wales out 

"I do not believe it is out of 
the question that one day 9lhles 
wifi reach the -World Cup finals. 


Reaching that stage is more im- 
portant to me personally than 
anything, but of course I want 
more titles too with United." 

Giggs' previous experience 
of captaincy was with England 
Schoolboys, Wales’ youth XI 
and United’s youth team. 

Gould, who will not name 
his team until just before the 
kick-off said: “This is all part 
of Ryan's football education. 
Alex Ferguson has nurtured 
him at United into a wonder- 
ful player. I talked to Ryan 
briefly before be came out to 
Brussels and he has reacted very 
positively to the challenge. It is 
a great honour for him.” 


Steve Lomas is set for a long 
reign as Northern Ireland's 
captain. His international man- 
ager, Bryan Hamilton, was very 
impressed with how the West 
Ram midfielder performed in 
his first match as skipper 
against Albania last month, 
and bad no hesitation in hand- 
ing him the armband again for 
tonight’s World Cup qualifier 
against Portugal in Lisbon - 
even though Jim Magilton, 
who led the Irish against Ger- 
many, has returned to the 
squad after injury. 

Lomas, who has 23 caps, 
may only be 23, but Hamilton 
feels he has great leadership 


qualities. It is a view shared by 
the Hammers’ manager, Har- 
ry Redknapp who made Lomas 
his captain earlier this season. 
“He’s young, and could be cap- 
tain for a long time," he said. 

Portugal need to win in 
Benfica’s Stadium of Light and 
hope Ukraine drop points in 
Armenia to claim second place 
in Group Nine and a play-off 
spot. Northern Ireland have 
drawn their last two matches 
against the Portuguese, in- 
cluding a fine 1-1 draw in Por- 
to two years ago. “They have 
got to go for it, so hopefully they 
wifi leave some gaps at the 
bade," Lomas said. 


Danes steel 
themselves 
for Greek 
onslaught 

Peter Schmeichel bas be- 
come used to keeping goal 
in front of hostile crowds 
during all his years with 
Manchester United, but 
even he might be taken 
aback by what lies in wait 
for him and his Danish 
team-mates tonight. 

Denmark hold a three- 
point lead in Group One, 
but if they lose to Greece 
in front of 75,000 fervent 
fans in Athens’ Olympic 
Stadium tonight they will 
have to settle for a place 
in the play-offs and the 
Greeks will snatch the au- 
tomatic qualifying place. 

Schmeichel is one of 
five British-based players 
in the Danes' likely start- 
ing XI. Another, Brian 
Laudrup of Rangers, who 
is hoping to recover from 
a tendon injury, knows 
what is needed tonight. 
“We have come here to 
win," he said, “The Greeks 
have come a long way but 
I still believe we are a bet- 
ter team.*’ 

His brother, Michael is 
fit after a thigh injury but 
the Derby defender Jacob 
Laursen will miss the 
match after pulling a groin 
muscle. Mikkel Bede, the 
Middlesbrough striker, has 
joined the squad as a re- 
placement. “The choioe 
of Beck, a striker, to re- 
place Laursen, a defender 
is strange," one Danish 
journalist said. “I fear he 
was called because Brian 
Laudrup is still in pain." 

The Greek coach, Cos- 
tas Pofychromou. knows 
what his plans mil be. “We 
will attack from the first 
minute hoping for an ear- 
ly goal," he said yesterday. 

If the Greeks lose they 
could be eliminated alto- 
gether- if Croatia win in 
Slovenia. That scenario 
would earn the Croats a 
place in the play-offs, 
where they could be drawn 
against Yugoslavia. 

- Rupert Metcalf 


) 


World Cup 1998: The countdown to France’s festival of football 


THE FINALS 
The World Cup finals 
start on Wednesday 10 
June. The final is at the 
new Stade de France in 
Paris on Sunday 12 July. 
The draw for the World 
Cup finals win take place 
in Marseffles on Thursday 
4 December. A record 
number of 32 teams will 
take part in the finals, 
which wffl feature 64 
matches 

Finals format First 
round: Eight groups of 
four teams Second 
round: Last 16 (group 
winners and runners-up) 
knock-out Quarter- 
finals: Last eight knock- 
out Semi-finals: Last 
four knock-out 


European Group One 

PWD L F APb 
5 111* 6 16 
4 1 2 11 4 13 . 
3 3 1 14 11 12 
3 0 S 9 M 9 
0 1 8 4 17 1 

Rosnafetfng fixtures: ibdey: &eece v Den- 
mark; Stownia v Croatia. 


Denmark __ 

7 

Greece 

1 



Slovenia — 

7 


Group Three 

PWD L F API* 

Norway (Q) 8 6 2 0 21 2 20 

Hungary T 3 2 2 9 7 11 

Finland ; — 7 3 1 3 O H 10 

SwttZNtand 7 2 1 4 6 12 7 

AmtMgan 7 1 0 9 3 ? 3 


Group Five 

Bulgaria (Q) 

Russia 

tarsal. 


P W D L F A Pta 

JT 6 0 1 16 5 18 

JT 4 2 1 IS 3 14 

-8 4 1 3 9 7 13 

Cyprus 7 2 1 4 .8 to 7 

. , _ . Luxembourg 7 0 0 7 2 20 0 

gaiy, SwAzaitand v Azartefan . anboug; Mate v BUgsrt* 


Group Seven 


NMtwhnds 

Batafcim 

Unay 

Vita tea 


PWD 
-7 6 0 


SanVrtno 8 

Rental 
WatoK 


L F APS 
1 26 4 18 

5 0 2 17 9 15 

.7 4 1 2 21 9 13 

4 to * 7 

8 0 42 0 


8 1 
0 0 


Group Nine 


Ganrany 

Ukraine, 

Portugal 


Remain Inn fixtures: Today: Belgium v 
Nat h arta n d a v Ttafcay. 



Denmark, who have located tha MW- Whatever happens today, the top two 

Oesbn^fonmrOhmelBsdf,^- this group n¥ not 

el to the cauldron of the Otyrrpfc change. Bulgaria have qualtied for 

stadium m Athens knowh^ toat a ^ a^swoff a France with the nucleus of the team 

ckawwienarequaBicaficn for Franca Ht * T 9 arta n aae who nave who reached the last four ir 1904: tva- 

A Greek win, however, woukj_eam the new. Balatov, Lschkov, Stoicrtov and 

home side top place on goaf d/feranca fnshty Magyars oftne Barty 1950s. Kostadrwv. The new pteysrs; nctud- 
H the Greeks don't wto they are Scaly Jyl Lrtmanw j of Ajax b a dags act. Ing Georg Bachev and Georgi Ivanov, 
to miss out altogether, though, because wt* aa hte Hnrtsh tea m-mates have both Just promoted fromthe Undsr-21 
Croatia can be axpeded to gato max- squad, are untested at top level 

imum points away to their Baton- Russia have rarely tooted fluent In the 

neighbours, Stovarea. toe sector* ** J ™, chaffers and have located two vet- 

bottom team. That woiid be enough erans for todays game: tgorDobrovot- 

toeamjhecroas.plwoffptee- ^ 

undaretudtes to goal. 


The Netherlands win wto the t 
Jess they lose at home to 
tonight and Bekpun beat Wales 14-a 
The wetah can be a bad side - but not 
that bad. The Treks could reach toe 
play-ofis it they wto and so do Wales, 
but that is not very SteJy etthet 
Merc Overmans has been recaied to 
the IXitth squad to replace the sus- 
Wim Jonk. Other Engfish- 
i are Overman 1 Arsenal 


unless Greece wtn. 


i YUran, now with VfL Bochum in 
BundesDga. 




England. — 

——7 

7 

Stand- 

7 


7 

MoMOVa — 

8 

Romaintng fixture*: 
Oporgia v ratend 


cation 

draw or 


already qualified 

Hosts 
France 
Holders 
Brazil 
Europe 
Norway 
Bulgaria 
Spain 
Romania 

South America Group Two 

Argentina 
Colombia 
Paraguay 
Africa 
Nigeria 
Morocco 

Tunisia • 

South Africa 
Cameroon ... 

StiU to qtiaBfy: Europe: ft 
more teams (sk to be 
dedded tods^i South - • 

America: Ono^nore team. 

Concacal: Three-teams. 

Asla-O cegnlarF^ teams. 

EUROPE 

Qualification process: 

The finst round of Euro-' 
pean quaflfcatkm ends 
today with the nine-group 
wkxiersflhdfhe'tjest'* * 
runner-tip {See runrms-up 
standings} qualifying 
directly for the fnafe. 

The othersight runners-up the 
wffl be drawn on Monday but, 
fo four pars arid;play , . 
quaBfyIng.m^ch8S on a ■ 
home ana away basis on 
29 October and, 15 ; 

-November. The, four . . 
winners on aggreg ate w» beyond the 

also quafify fortbe finals. sarra apportion- 


One to watch 
Brian Laudrup (Do nmarfc) 

After the Danes 
ware crushed by 
Croatia at Euro 96, 
few would have ex- 
pected Denmark to 
be where are now: 
four points ahead of 
toe Croats. The out- 
standing Hangers 
forward can take much of the credt 
heacoredateteJevstortoal-l draw 
to Croatia and opened toe scoring in 
a 3-1 home win over toe Croats When 
he was absent, the Danes were done 
3-0 to Bosnia... 



Oneto watch 
Erik Myidand (Norway) 
In winning their 


One to watch 
Trffon Ivanov (Bulgaria,) 

Tha captain of Bii- 
garia b one of Eu- 
rope^ most-feared - 
and hairiest - de- 
fenders. He also 
scores vital goals, 
indix&ng the only 
goal of the game 
RljSSiQ in 

a Jofi^n were bo to to fine form but Sofia last month, a victory whfchcon- 

toned Bulgaria^ piece n Franca A 
charismatic player who has become 
the snow wfth some ttrahg runs from sonrethtogQfeaJtti 
mkfflekL The answer Erik Myktotn 
who adds flair to a ftretionaf team. 


untested by 

world-class oppost- 

fcn to May, though. 
afufl-strangthBrazfl 
were beaten 4-2 to a 
friendly to OstoTbre 
Andre Ro and Ron- 




sometotog ofa ait hero in western Eu- 
Myjjjtod, rope, Ivanov wll make his mark on the 

trials in more ways than one... 


p w o 
6 0 
S 


L F A P1» 
1 ffi 2 18 
0 11 -1 17 


Group Four 


3 1 3 10 9 10 
2 1 4 4 9 7 
D 0 .8 2 21 0 

Ttxttg Italy vEnotand; 


Austria — 
Scotland; 
SwMtan- 
Latvta 


.PWD L P API! 
_9 7 1 1« 4 22 

.5621 .3 3 20 

J 6 0 3 3 9 18 

JB 3 1 5 ® 12 10 

7 4 8 4 

7 5 17 4 


-9 1 1 
_9 1 1 


Group Six 


Sfovafcfa 
CrechRflp 
Ftooa fates 
Malta. 



nunrtis BdMWKtJip Aus>t«v Brings; 
Scotland v Lidvfa; Svwdon ¥ Esfanta. 


PWD l F APS 
7 2 0 23 5 23 

6 2 1 » 7 20 

5 18 6 6 18 

4 1 4 8 6 13 

2 0 7 9 28 6 

6 0 8 2 3! 0 

- Malta v ' 


ham Forests Plane van Hoo^doi* and 
the Chelsea goalkeeper Ed de Goey. 
Despite injury problems, Belgian have 
dropped Newcastle^ Phflppe Albert 

One t» watch 

Denote Bergkwnp (Netherlands) 
He has been scot- | 
tog greet goals for 
Arsenal aft season 
and he has also 
been prolific for his 
country to the qual- 
ifiers -as Whies re- 
member to their 
cost Beigkamphfta 
hat-trick when Bobby GouEdb sfcJe 
were humfeted 7-1 lest year He is more 
than just a classic goafecoret; though 
he also makes gods for others. His al- 
round play is outatandng, a coactfe 
dream. 

Group Eight 

P W □ L F 

Romania fO) 9 9 0 0 36 

Rap of trwand — 0 5 2 2 21 

Uttannta 9 



M ace donia 
Ireland 


-9 


UacfttansMn — 9 


A Pta 
3 27 
7 17 

2 3 8 7 14 

1 4 21 8 13 

3 5 7 8 8 

0 B 3 48 0 

..IcafandvUKh- 
vflonwteMacs. 


ifcSSS AusMa are inconsistent but 


is simple, ff England 

their fans can start book- 


shoiJd be far too good lor Baferus i 


Bren iftheuithtokabto short! happoi 
If Scotland atea win, art the Spaniards lose at home to the 
f^roes today and Vtigostewa beat the 

'* uut'ci«4efVf'nrtwiv iisiu a» kb im ui ure» .aowuiw Maltese to win the OT0143, Spain would 

as the Scots do r«vm. pfeced teams. Sweden, who wB size- sta qua»y for the toals as thebest of 

^ ty*** Saorfa, can tWsi.secort the nmWAsevar.^alnkxika 

cold) and Gareth irtBceJy evert of ths Scots sold side but, because itarcitosem- 


“■smswwas- 


;Vi- 


sv^epwCroftmra, isonfherasd |^£?Ai£!^ttLlrhest 
to recovery from a knee tojuy though Although tnefr best 




Onetowatdi 
Teddy Sheringhanl (England) 
Not, perhaw,'tlw I 
obvious choice, as- 1 
England's man of 


team 

gat a draw to Rome I 
and top.ihe ffoup' 
despite taking only, 
one point off ttal£ 



anoapfthairtopcftJh, 

One to watch 
Andreas Herzog (Austro) 
The best Austrian 
player of hteoenera- 
tioaAmfdfanerwho 
pimshbdubfoofoal 
- ft? Wider firemen to 
Germany* Sundes- 
Jge, he scored the 
crtygqalof a crucial 
quaffier to. Sweden 



who - and repeated the feat at homB to the fledwlh 


substitutes' benches. . . 

The^ Yugoslavs wi be tough opponents 
for anyone In the pfay-c?fe - as long 
as they do not have to rety on Savo 
MBossvic to score their goate 


Onetowaoeh 
fanundo Hierro (Spain) - 
For over a decade 
the Spanish team 
has been stronger to 
defence than to at- 
tack - which is not 
surprising because 
the top arts to the 
Primers Uga always 
have forward Goes 



who bm^toihe Items against the wthaire afoot operafionnad week and Madrid man who can ateo play as a 


wSfbe cut fcr up to five months. midftBld enforca. 


Even If Romania win in Dubin to go 
through campaign without (komtog 
. a pefit fiie Irish wil ftofeh second un- 
less Lithuania win 11-0 to Macedonia. 
Ireland are without tfie inured Keane 
and Townsend and have left out 
Staunton and kw to so that neither 
colacts thak second yeiow card of die 
tournament end misses the tot math 
of tha pfay-ofc Several players h the 
seprt are urAely to start for the same 
reason Romania stS ham (he stars of 
l^W-GheorgheHagi,SeEXjritrescu 

and Gheorghe Popescu 

Onetowatdi 
Bpgdan Stetea (Romania) 

He was dropped 

during USA 94 and he 
flopped at Euro 98. 
but the colourful 
Stefea&sStagoaifcr 
Romania - and he 
has] 
in Hs 1 

a WO per-cent i 

during trie quaffiere. Not least 
the 1% home win over the Repubfic < 
Ireland, when he brought Oown Ray 
HoughW to concada a penalty teit get 
up to savB Roy Keanes spot-kick. 


N Mauri 
Albania 

RanaintaB tauw lbday: Qamvirty v Maria; 
ftmflal v Northern tahrri; Annanla v ifomina 

Germany should beat AJbanta, whose 
: seem more Interested to seek- 
asyfum than striving for 
away from home, to win the 
group, tf Ukraine win to Armenia they 
wS be to the play-affo, but if they draw 
they wfll be overtaken if Portugal beat 
Northern Mart at home. 

Germany wfll be without the injured 
Matthias Sammer, Jurgen KUns- 
mann and Uff Kirsten, whte Portugal 
injured absentees are the defender 
Jorge Costa and goalkeeper Vltor 
Bate. Their midfield playmaker Rui 

Costa is suspended. 

One to watch 
Sergei Rebrov (Ukraine) 

Reaching the 
offs t 

above 

Portuguese would 
be a tremendous 
achievement for a 
Ukraine side who 
have made an im- 
pact to international — 
footbafl quetar than expected. Much 
of the credt must go to the 22-year- 
dd Rebrov, a predatory striker who 
scored valuable winnere away to both 
Northern Ireland and Afoania. He wB 
not stay wfth Dynamo Kiev for long. .. 

Runners-up standings 
ftroereup wi be ranked acconSng to the 
fosmiing criteria: 1 Points gained In match- 
es estates taams coming top, third and 
fourth to greqp, 2 Gcal cfifteence in these 
games, 3 Goals soared in these games. 4 
Goals scored agatost these opponents in 
away games. If the best rumaKp stil can- 
not be HentJfled, ihanrwfl be a playoff be- 
tween the beat two runners-up on a 
neutral ground on TS October. The stand 
ngs of arrant second-pbced teems, plus 
Enghndb record In the rel evant games, are 
asfcflows; 



Europe’s World Cup finalists 1974-94 





1874 

1878 

1982 

1986 

1990 

1994 

Total 

Italy 

—Y 

Y 

Y 

Y* 

Y- 

Y 

6 

Germany** 

Y= 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y* 

6 

Scotland — 

— Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

N 

5 

Spain — — 

N 

Y 

Y= 

Y 

Y 

Y 

5 

Belgium — 

N 

N 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

4 

Netherlands — 

_-.Y 

Y 

N 

H 

Y 

Y 

4 

Poland — . — — 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

N 

N 

4 

Sweden-^. 

Y 

Y 

N 

N 

Y 

Y 

4 

Austria . 

N 

Y 

Y 

N 

Y 

N 

3 

Bulgaria 

— Y 

N 

N 

Y 

N 

Y 

3 

England 

— N 

N 

Y 

Y 

Y 

N 

3 

France — 

— N 

Y 

Y 

Y 

N 

N 

3 

Hungary — 

„.N 

Y 

Y 

Y 

N 

N 

3 

Yugoslavia 

Y 

N 

Y 

N 

Y 

- 

3 

Soviet Union-— 

,_N 

N 

Y 

Y 

Y 

- 

3 

Czechoslovakia 

— N 

N 

Y 

N 

Y 

N 

2 

N Ireland. 

— N 

N 

Y 

Y 

N 

N 

2 

Rep of Ireland - 

_.N 

N 

N 

N 

Y 

Y 

2 

Romania — 

— N 

N 

N 

N 

Y 

Y 

2 

Denmark 


N 

N 

Y 

N 

N 

1 

Greece — 

— N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

Y 

1 

Norway — 

— N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

Y 

1 

Portugal 

— N 

N 

N 

Y 

N 

N 

1 

Russlaac 

M _ r- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Y 

1 

Switzerland N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

Y 

1 

Y - Quaffiad N - Paled to quafify. 






* QuaSfed as hoHera. t QuaBfled as hosts 





•• East Germany quaHiad In ton; West Gomany quteTed from ton-90 hduave- 

ty; iritfiad German jr ptayed in 1894 finals. 





tt t^osia cid not compete separately from ScwfcK Union unfit 1904 flna&L 



A Pit 




In the highly unUcely event at 
re home® Faroe istes on _ 

Yugostavta wfmtog in Malta to fHdi ftstto 
Group Sbi. Spain vd quafify tar the finals 
as ihe beet nrenreup Asfiumhg Spain beat 
the Faroes, as atpected, to wrGhxpSK, 

Sccttandwfl top™ niran-ip table rffoey 
bare Latvia. 

it Scotland fel to wto and Endanil tow to 
IWft England wil finish top ofTherunfiere- 

up table wfth 12 potots-uniess results in AFRICA 
GnoupSavan 


SOUTH AMERICA 

QuallfiaiHan process: Top lour in league 
quetfy tor finals. 

P W D L F A Pta 
1 0_14 8 4 2 22 12 28 

1 f0> « 8 3 4 22 14 27 

Paraguay fO) — M 8 2 4 20 13 26 

Pam 14 8 4 4 W * 22 

Chile 14 5 4 5 25 18 19 

Ecuador u 5 3 0 18 16 18 

Bolivia 14 4 5 4 18 17 17 

Uruguay » 5 2 7 ffl 8 17 

Venezuela . — ^ 0 3 12 8 40 3 

v'^fotguayf Chto v Peru; Ecuador vltofcvS 
Pare^iay v VMiezusIa. 16 Non Argentina v 
Cdombta; OWe v Botvm; Peru v Paraguay, 
Uruguay v Ecuador. 

CONCACA F 

QuaDficriSon proowc Top thee in Ante- 
rouid league qualfy for frate 
Final round 

P D L F A Pis 

Mexico — 8 4 2 0 f 2 14 

Jamaica 8 3 3 2 S to 12. 

United States ^7 2 4 1 10 7 10 

S Sahradccr. 8 2 S 3 7 to 9 

Costa Rica 8 2 2 4 7 8 8 

Canada 7 1 2 4 2 12 5 

Rwnaining fbmawe "fomomran Canada v 
Msdca 2 New: Moacov United States 9 No* 
Canada v United States. 0 &h«darvja- 
mafca. Madco vCosa flba. 18 Nok itame*a 
v Mart» Costa Rica v Canada, United Stales 
vBSshndor. 


ASIA 

Quafification process: Wtonsraol two se& 
onri^oundgmupsquaHyiortlnte&Ftonnera- 
up in aaeri raoup quaty far ptayofi at neutral 
venue on * Nowmber. Platen wfnneis qute- 
ify tar finals, play-off losers meet Austraia 
hems and array to decide Writs) on 
22 and 29 November tar place at finals. 
Second round Group A 
PWD 

Iran — A 2 2 

1 Kuwait 3 1 1 


'China . 


Jill 
Saudi Arabia — 3 t 1 1 
Qatar 3 0 1 2 


A PtS 

4 8 

3 4 

5 4 
3 A 

6 1 


Remaining fixtures; Friday. Kywetf r Cfwn. 
Tbday: Sajdf Arabia y Oatat 17 Oct Iran* 
China; Kuwait V Saudi Arab*. 24 Oct : Sau- 
di Arabia v tan; Kuwait v Oatac 31 Oct Cta- 
navOrtar Iran v Kuwait 6 Nov: Saudi Arabb 

v Gina, 7 Now Qatar v ten. 12 Nok Cta- 
na v Kuymit Qatar v Saud Arabia. 

Group B 

PWD 

Soott) Korea 4 0 

UAH 4 2 2 

Japan 4 1 2 


L F A Pta 

0 to 2 12 

0 7 5 7 

18 6$ 
0 1 3 7 12 1 

0 2 2 2 9 2 


lands) to fHdfaboreiwm.' For example. 
If Enrtrad tow 2-0 and Bataftxn teal Vfetes 
Ml awgiin would be the bare of the tuv 
rwnMp . 

If Scotland Mto and Bigland tfiawto 

Flame, ' 

r«nJta as above, 


QualBcaBon co mpute : 
Tunisia, South Africa and 
quiMad tar finale 


Uz&aJds&Ki — * 

Kazakhstan - .-. -4 
RwnaWno fixture*: Today; Kazakhstan v 
South Korea: Uzbekistan v Japan. 18 Oct 
UzbekteanvSouliKcireaKazdd^tenvUnft- 
6dAmbBi«atas290ctUtoddstanvKaza- 
khstarv 28 Oct Japan v United Arab 
EteMeal NokSouBi KemvJtapan.2Nov: 
Uniad Arab Bniratts V rtbalofflBR 8 Nok 
J apwt v Kazakhstan. 9 New United Arab Bri- 
tans v South Korea. 


OCEANIA 

Austrdta won pmMnsry 
pedtanandvdii' 
{neaboM9)tar 


carta 

team 


Text and statistics by Rupert Meteaif and Phil Shaw 
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England must battle against history and histrionics 


. i ■ < s. 

’ V * - 




1 


After 13 months and 
6,000 miles, England’s 
journey to France 99 and 
the 16th World Cup has 
reached a crucial stage. 
If they avoid defeat 
against Italy tonight, 
they will qualify for 
football’s biggest 
tournament for the first 
time in eight years. If 
they fail, they will have 
to face a play-off. From 
Rome Glenn Moore, our 
Football Correspondent, 
assesses their chances. 


The last Lime England played a 
World Cup tie in Italy, the re- 
sult was immaterial When they 
meet tonight, the result will be 
eveiything. 

The last encounter, at Italia 
90, was the unloved third place 
play-off. With both countries 
still shattered by losing semi- 
finals on penalties the game was 
an irrelevance, memorable only 
for being unusually open. 

Tonight’s game is unlikely to 
be anything like as watchable 
but an 83,000 crowd, and mil' 
lions of television viewers in 
both countries, will be con- 
sumed by it. Individual and na- 
tional pride are at stake, 
personal and professional for- 
tunes hang in the balance. 

The winner has the ultimate 
prize, a place in next summer's 
World Cup final s in France. It 
is a bigger prize than winning 
the competition itself - for the 
ignominy, for two such proud 
footballing countries, of not 
even being there is immeasur- 
able. It was bad enough for Eng- 
land in 1994, when the finals 
were in America. Imagine miss- 
ing out when they are just 
across the Channel, or. for 
Italy, just over the Alps 

True, there is a second 
chance. If the runner-up in the 
group does not qualify as the best 
second-placed finisher, they will 
still have a two-leg play-off. The 
Italians are more confident than 
the English of passing such a test 



Glenn Noddle, Che England coach, takes centre stage yesterday as his squad train for tonight’s World Cup qualifier against Italy in Rome 


Photograph: Ross Kinnaird/Allsport 


but, with strong sides like Croa- 
tia, Russia and Yugoslavia 
among posable opponents, nei- 
ther can be sure. 

England’s task is simple - 
they need a point. But it is not 
easy, Italy have played IS World 
Cup ties in Rome dating back 
more than 60 years and won 
them all. England have not 
won in Italy since 1961 and, four 
years ago, lost to the Nether- 
lands in Rotterdam when faced 
with an identical assignment 


They were a little unlucky that 
night and will need fortune as 
well as resilience, drill and nerve 
this evening. If they have fortune, 
they could make one. Qualifying 
for the World Cup vriD be worth, 
according to the Football Asso- 
ciation's marketing chief, £100m 
to English football Some of this 
will filter directly to the players, 
up to £200,000 per man. 

Even by todays standards 
this is a tidy sum but Phil Car- 
ling, the FA promotions direc- 


tor, is correct when he said the 
motivation in the Stadio 
Olimpico will not be the mon- 
ey. The chance to play at the 
pinnacle of the game will be the 
factor that will encourage play- 
ers to keep making the tracking 
runs, to pul a head among fly- 
ing boots and. hopefully, to as- 
sume responsibility. 

Of England's present squad 
only Phul Gascoigne, the inspi- 
ration in 1990, has played in a fi- 
nals campaign. like Paul Ince, 


who was yesterday named cap- 
tain, Tony Adams, ledefy Sher- 
ingham and Ian Wright, 
Gascoigne knows he may not get 
another opportunity. If he and 
Ince, the two Scrawl veterans, can 
gain control in midfield England 
ought to succeed- If they do not 
England, with fitness doubts sur- 
rounding central defence, may 
become over-dependent on 
David Seaman. 

The portents are mixed. “Put 
them together and you have the 


ideal midfielder,” said Glenn 
Hoddle, “so they are a well-bal- 
anced pair." Technically, maybe, 
but not always temperamentally. 

Gascoigne, according to Hod- 
dle, is maturing fast, but not so 
fast that he was prepared to risk 
exposing him to the combined 
wiles of the English and Italian 
media. “He can get too tense," 
admitted Hoddle, “I will be sit- 
ting down and chatting to him.” 

Hoddle. presumably, has no 
such wo-ries over Ince. having 


chosen him to be captain ahead 
of Adams. “Paul is made for this 
game, he is coming back to 
somewhere where he has a lot 
of respect and did extremely 
well” Hoddle said, “Tbny is still 
on his way back ‘to full fitness. 
He has been out a very long 
time and, if he starts the game. 
I want him to be 110 per cent 
focused on his performance. To 
give him the responsibility of 
captaincy may hinder that" 
Given that Adams has coped 
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ACROSS 

Two birds, audible be- 
fore me. variegated (10) 
Eager to see a good 
turn returned (4) 
Against wearing lordly 
waterproof? (10) 

Tract has 


DOWN 


Friday's solution 


Last Saturday’s solution 25 


ULUUlBLdCiLaiii 


U II II H H H U 

Lilli LI Hi 13U HBUQUDU 
U 11 D Id Li Hi HI 

ULJLJULdULJLd UUULJUH 

Lii a a u u u 

IdllttLilUUULlUUDLl 

□ D Id 19 Id Id 
LJUHCJllHULdUmiaE 

□ e id id a a 
UUULJUU UUUULIUUU 

LH l£] 12 H u q □ 

ULdUULdHJU BHlUULdE 

a u a □ Li m a 

QUHILI liULJLdQJULJiJ 


ULiiLnuiuuinmuiiu njuidtauidu 



margin moved 

back (4) 

12 Imperfect attributes of 
certain bees? (12) 

15 Stair with moving case, 
reportedly of more re- 
cent date (9) 

17 Gum finds parts of den- 
tures intolerable (5) 

IS Puncture’s cause of 
parking offence, we 
near (5) 

19 The doth participates 
with those in confession 
(9) 

Cogent factor reducing 
trade with craft round 
American island (12) 
See moon ultimately 
wax around the country 

( 4 ) „ . 

Edge back, facing awful 
time in journey (10; 

26 Hard joining rafl it ary 
elite's framework (4) 

27 They're enough to pro- 
voke the jitters (10) 


20 


24 


Pawn, look, delivering 
mate (4) 

Cul east and run (4) 
Ticker expert has 100 
or so (digital) for repair 
( 12 ) 

Dashes, flies around 
Iialv (5; 

Girl to lake up role in 
celebrated play (9) 
They’re attuned to vari- 
ations in pitch? (10) 

Talk idly about shrines 
designed for show ( JO) 
Musician's clear, is im- 
mersed in endless lu- 
cidity (12) 

Note, daughter likes 
catins verv soft fruits 
13,7 f 

14 Actions involving the 
'"fiaFTCTOJ 

16 Is it caused by the end- 
less lifting? (0) 

21 Dizzy from glare (5) 

22 Whip up old Mexican 
dish (4) 

23 lam the communica- 
tion. losing lime (4) 


11 


1? 


The first five correct sdIdiIom to this nek's pozzte opened next Ttaiirv 
dayiwhc hardbadeed copies nfUic Oxford Dictionary of Utrauifons. Ar* 
sms and xbuers' names wDI be published next SBlurdtn: Send sohrtions 
(o Saturday Crossword. R O. Box 4018, The Independent. 1 Canada Square. 
Canary Wharf. London EI4 5BL. Please ax the box number nnd postcode 
and k 'f voar own postcode. LaM oeeh's w in ners : H Ouabain. Aberystwyth; 
M Cndcfcsbank. Glasgow; D Forrest. West Kirby? J Cooper: London W4; 
H Sevan, London Wll. 


When 90 minutes lasts the night 


Saturday is not the 
night for a football 
match that means so 
much. Adam Szreter looks 
forward anxiously to an 
experience that will tax 
friendships and upset 
domestic life. 


Thank God we don't play foot- 
ball every Saturday nighL How 
do the Spanish and the French 
manage it? This week has been 
bad enough, trying to get the 
message through to your oth- 
er halt your non-foolballing 
half, that you just aren't going 
to be in a normal frame of mind 
come 7.45 tonighL 

I decided to invite some 
friends around, but the first one 
had exactly the same problem. 
“Well, I'm going to be watch- 
ing it, but Caih s not really very 
keen on foothallT he said. 

“Well that's fine." I replied, 
“because neither is Jane. They 
can. er, go in the kitchen or 
something, and talk. I'm going 
to invite a few other people and 
they won't ail be interested in 
the football.” "Er. yes.” He 
didn't sound loo convinced. 


“We can lay on some food, 
nothing formal, a buffet type 
thing," I said, “and it's not as 
though it goes on all evening.” 

You always think it only 
lasts 90 minutes, you never leg- 
islate for pre-match, post- 
ulate!], half-time, injury time. 
At least there won't be extra 
time and penalties. Shame. 

One person I won’t be invit- 
ing is my new friend Paolo. We 
reached a vety early decision 
not to watch the match to- 
gether. It was soon after I’d 
gone round to see the Man- 
chester United-Juventus game 
with Paolo and his friend. 

It was mostly pretty civilised. 
I agreed that Brian Moore was 
not the most impartial corn- 
men La tor and I was quick to 
concede that Sheringbam had 
been yards offside when Scholes 
scored United's second, soon 
after the half-lime pizza had ar- 
rived. I wondered if that was 
what Italians do when they 
watch a football match. We 
drink beer, they cat pizza. 

It all went uncomfortably 
quiet after Dcschamps was 
sent off. No complaints from 
Paolo, just the dawning reali- 
sation that the unthinkable 


was about to happen and Ju- 
ventus were going to lose. 

Paolo put a call through on4 
Wednesday, ostensibly to give £ 
me hk new address but reahy-to 
wish me bad luck for Saturday. 
He said Ian Wight was the one 
they feared most, and agreed that 
threatening to arrest Paul Gas- 
coigne as soon as he arrived in 
Italy was not really in the spirit 
of things. I wished him good luck 
in the play-offs. 

I rang my friend David in 
Rome, who will watch the 
match in the square around the 
corner from his office, where 
they’ve erected a giant screen, 
and he'd also placed an order 
with his local Dower shop. 

After Italy had beaten Eng- 
land at Wembley in February, 
he arrived at work to find a 
bunch of chrysanthemums on 
his desk, the traditional mark of 
respect at an Italian funeral. 
"I'm looking forward to this," 
he said. “This is my momenL” 

I hadn't the heart to point 
out that, when it comes to the 
crunch. England invariably 
lose. If only it could be differ- 
ent this time. But please, what- 
ever the outcome, never again 
on a Saturday night 


with the captaincy of Arsfenal . 
and, periodically, England,#? 
more than a decade desphesuf^ 
faring “donkey” abuse, atov ijg 
holism and imprisonment, ‘this 
seems unlikely. However, Hod-* 
die insists that Adams struggted- 
to combine both roles in Arse- • 
nal's recent match at Chelsea 
and he would not want aiepeat . 
Besides, said Hoddle: “free' 

will definitely start." 

Adams is one erf three fitness • 
concerns, Gareth Southgate •' 
and David Beckham being did 
others. While Hoddle’s'worries - 
over Adams are about hisgeij- 
eral physical and mental sharp- . . 
ness, the others are ;qpjesc£fici- 
Southgatehasastiffdri^jySuk 
Beckham has a cold. Baith&ni i.' . 
rated 50-50, but, judgjngL/ly 
their condition at training h$t - 
night, are unlikely to play, j ~"'- m ’ 

The final selection is stQl $uefc - 

a mystery. Apart from the fitness, •' r 1 
doubts, the big debate” js/.^fc 
whether to play Steve McMa- c 
nam an, and at whose expense? 
and who to play wide Ieft.' Gfy-. 
en England need a driew David 
Batty is likely to keep-McMa- 
naman out in a five-man inid-' 
field, although on both previous ■* 
times Hoddle has met.Iiafy.he . . 
has played one striker dp front-' 
with two fomards (McManah 
man and Matt Lc Tbsier/aii " 
Wembley, Sheringham and Paxil : f 
Scholes in Nantes) tucked frrbef v 
hind. On the left Graeme Le ■ 
Saux may just see off the chat/" " * 
lenge of Phil Neville (alsoBect-t- : 
ham's understudy on the rigftfji ; 
and Andy Hinchctiffe. 

The Italians. who-.banjeA*) 

named their team, will be Witbr ' 1 ! 

out Ciro Ferrara. Alessandro; 
Costa curia will sweep behmda . . 
back three while Christian Vieti 
has won the nod to partner r'. 
Gianfranco Zola. : > 

While England have faded to 
qualify for three of the last six * r' 
Worid Cops, Italy have not been 
absent since 1958- At least three . 
of tonight’s team played in the 
last final, when Italy lost to ' 
Brazil on penalties. England’s 
task is frranidable but achievable. 

ITALY (i -3-4-2): Praicvt; CoGtacurta: Canramro: - 
Nana. MakH; Lombard^ AJbonM, 0 Baggkx 
Ol LMo; Zota. Vtart. 

0lQLAIffl(Prot«M9,a^:SeaTBn:GNwfe 


Adams. CaraM; BacWinm or P Nevta, Gas- 
kna Btftyi I 


l La Sue StiukxjliaiOMtgta 


Fears grow as 
touts cash in 


Fears of trouble flaring during 
England’s World Cup decider 
^Sgainst Italy tonight grew yes- 
vtcrday when touts were seen- 
■ openly selling tickets to Eng- 
land fans outside Rome's 
Olympic Stadium. One party of 
supporters from Rochdale 
bought up to 20 tickets' asw y. 
10,000 English fans began to »/- 
gather in the city. 

Id the middle of Rome a tout 
with an east London accent was 
offering English fans “as many 
tickets as you like" in the sec- 
tions of the stadium reserved for 
Italians. Some tickets were be- 
ing offered for £150, others 
surprisingly for as tittle as £20. 

There are also coOcemathat 
the sea ting arrangements, with . - 
fans from opposing sides close 
together, could lead to trouble. 
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‘Reading the WHP by D Wilkie: Time spent choosing competent executors, whether lay or professional, can prevent cornpfiCatkms arising when the estate is administered 


J Before you go, do your heirs one last favour 


rows 

ssh= 


Your head won’t ache when the 
time comes to read your will. But 
you could be leaving a real and 
potentially costly headache for 
your heirs if you fail to make your 
wishes crystal clear, or if you have 
not bothered to appoint 
executors who are competent to 
administer your estate. 

Rachel Fixsen reports. 

i' You've just died. Your nephew claims you 

‘ promised that after your death he could 
keep the prized classic car you kept in his 
garage. But your daughter and son-in-law 
are now threatening to take him to court 
unless he hands back the keys. 

Ugly feuds between relatives grappling 
over inheritances is the stuff of soap 
operas. In real life, the beneficiaries of a 
will are rarely unprincipled vultures. 
Usually they just want to make sure a loved 
one's "last wishes are carried out. But 
complications can arise after you die. so 
it is important to choose the right person 
ns executor of your wilL 

Deciding just who that should be is not 


easy. The last thing you want is to burden 
the people you care' about most with a ; 
protracted and complicated task .when 
they’re grieving. 

ThealtenjativeistoappointaproFes- 
rional- usually a banker an indhridnal solic- 
itor. But letting these professionals siphon 
away some of .your beneficiaries’ inheri- 
tance in fees hm^y seeins.kmd eitiier. 

Many of the'big haoies-m banking; are 
only too willing to act as executor&T&e.-^ 

appeal of appointing .a bar® to manage your 
affairs is in the insdtudoii's impartiality and , 
trustworthiness, bankers say: If you feel ■ 
your relatives are likely to squabble over . 
your will, it might be easier to appoint a , 
disinterested party as executor, rather 
than one of the beneficiaries themselves. ' 

“People want the reassurance^ that, 
things will be managed-strictty.aecordmg- 
to their wishes,” says Michael Bird, bead 
of client services at BardayTiusi.^ Also, ; a 
bank can easily be sued if itmhfces-a 
mistake. • . . 

But the service is far fronffite. Banks* 
charges are based not oh time; spent but 
on the value of the estate, and fees can eat 
up a sizeable chunk of the money you leave 
behind. On an estate worth £100,000,. 


Lloyds Bank would charge £3,000 to act as 
executor, and add service fees on top of 
this depending on how many assets and 
debts are involved. 

The Royal Bank of Scotland would 
charge £4,000, but says it may vary these 
fees, charging more for a complex task or 
less for a simple one - particularly where 
the main asset is a house in which a sur- 
viving husband or wife will continue to live. 

You can name a solicitor as your exec- 
utor. Is many cases, rather than claiming . 
a percentage of the value of thie estate, so- 
licitors acting as executors will charge for 
the work involved. This makes it harder to 
gauge exactly how much the fees will be, 
but with a simple wifi it could be cheaper. 

Julian Korn, partner at City solicitors 
Beacbcroft Stanleys, recently charged £750 
plus VAT for acting as executor of a 
£90,000 estate which had about, ihree' 
assets. Ifan estate ofthe same size had been . 
complicated, this could have been as much 
as £3,000 to £4,000, he says. 

But this is assuming the high hourly rates 
charged by central London firms. In the 
country, fees could be half these levels. 

“Banks are likely to be less flexible 
than individuals, and they have charging 


structures which can be on the heavy side,” 
Mr Korn says. 

Apart from the cost, grieving relatives 
may find banks upsetting to deal with, says 
Tbrn Lemon, senior partner at Ealing-based 
solicitors Prince Evans. The banks can be 
very impersonal ... and you don't get die 
feeling that they are involved," he says. Hav- 
ing a named solicitor as executor can help. 
“It's comforting to the individual to be able 
to sit for 20 minutes and talk about the per- 
son who has just died,” Mr Lemon says. 

But solidtors agree there's often no real 
advantage in naming a solicitor as executor. 
It could be better to appoint a close rela- 
tive or friend as lay executor, who can in 
turn enlist a solicitor’s services at the time 
if they feel they can't do it on their own. 

This could even be cheapen as it enables 
the lay executor. to shop around when the 
time comes, and to do a portion of the work 
themselves. “A lot of people do find, when 
they are grieving, they don’t want to be 
Faced with a constant stream of letters - 
they would -rather pass it on to someone 
else,” says Mr Lemon. 

But Peter Rodgers, who works in the 
City, acted as executor of his father’s will 
1 8 months ago and found having the extra 


work to do at a time of grief was not 
unwelcome. “It was rather a useful way of 
keeping my mind occupied,” he says. 

He found the task straightforward, and 
reckons he spent two days in total doing 
it. With a simple will where there is a rel- 
atively small amount of money and it's to 
be distributed among a small number of 
people - it's a simple process ” he says. 

Mr Rodgers said he borrowed a book 
on bow to be an executor. The main ob- 
stacle was getting the right forms from the 
probate office at Somerset House, though 
once he had them, he found they were very 
good and clear. 

When you make a will you have to name 
between one and four executors. Jfyou ap- 
point two or more, this provides protection 
if one turns out to be unreliable, as deci- 
sions have to be made unanimously. 

You should consider the following 
before naming someone: Is this person hon- 
est? Have they agreed to do the job? Are 
they likely to be around after you die? 

Low Society: 01 71-242 1222. Prince Evans: 
0181-567 3477. Lloyds Bank: 0171-626 
1500. BarclayTrust: 0171-403 4833. 
Beach crvft Stanleys: 0171-242 1011. 
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Hundreds of choices: 3 solutions 


©HIGHjiflffiEST . 
The M&G. Corporate Bond 
PEP Fund;’ 

• No.l in Its sector* 

• Immediate high income 

• Notnrt^dharge 

• Nowithcirawal'fee after 
five years 7 

• Tax free - 


0 LONG 'TERM GfiOtfTH 

. The M&G Managed Growth 
PEP Fund 

• Long term capital growth 

• Risk well spread 

• No. initial charge 

• No withdrawal fee after . 

five years ' - 

• Tax free 


0 REGULAR INCOME 

The M&G Managed Income 
PEP Fund 

• Regular monthly income 

• Rising capital growth 

• No initial charge 

• No withdrawal fee after 
five years 

• Tax free 


Whatever you are looking for, M&G have a PEP to suit your 
investment needs. For your free information pack on the full 
benefits of these three M&G PEP Funds, call 

0345 321 048 

24 hours, 7 days. 

Or return the coupon opposite. • / 

Alternatively, visit us on the Internet: 
httpV/www.iii.co.uk/m^g 



X 


To: The M&Q Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. 

Please send me information on your PEP solutions 


Mr/Mra/Miss/Ms 


InhiaJ(s) 


Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


We never make your name and address avatabfe to 
unconnected organisations. We will occasionally ten 
you about other products or services offered by 
ourselves and associated M&G companies. 

Tick this box f~] if you would prater not to receive 
this Information. 

PS-PEBM 
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Shopping 
for best 

service 


NIC 

CICUTTI 


Years ago. when I were 
“nolmt a lad", I recall many 
dire warnings about the likely 
impact of big banks and build- 
ing societies in Lhe marketing 
of financial services products. 

The argument went as 
follows: These banks have a 
large client base [that’s you 
and me] that they can sell to. 
The products vrili be aimed at 
the lowest common denomi- 
nator [you and me again], 
which means people won't be 
as well served with pensions 
or life assurance, or invest- 
ments as they might be. 

What's happened since? 
Well, many banks and build- 
ing societies have launched 
their own life assurance arms. 
Some have even come out 
with competitive products. Of 
note is Nationwide's personal 
pension plan, a good-value 
option for many people. 

But the reality is that, for 
the most part, the big battal- 
ions have failed to deliver. 
Some of their products are 
even less competitive than 
the life insurers they were 
meant to supplant. A special 
mention hero for NatWest 
Life, whose pension products 
offer such poor value that you 
would need your head 
examining just to entertain 
the thought of taking one out 

What has been far more 
interesting in recent years has 
been the combination of two 
particular features. 

The first has been the 
arrival of “new” providers, in- 
cluding Direct Line and Vir- 
gin, who are delivering highly 
competitive savings and in- 
vestment products. Together 
with Salisbury's and Tesco. 
they are revolutionising the 
world of personal finance. 

The second has been .the 
way a handful of life insurers 


has fought back. Legal & 
General, Scottish Widows, 
Eagje Star, Equitable Life and 
Merchant Investors have de- 
cided to take on the - mainly 
telephone-based - new finan- 
cial services providers. Cheap 
products, with low. or even no 
up-front charges, are becom- 
ing a norm. 

However, the majority of 
the industry has lagged 
behind. In the short term, this 
means we are denied the 
supposed benefits that com- 
petition should bring to or- 
dinary savers. In the long run, 
I can’t help but think the big 
insurers, banks and societies 
are missing something. 

This week saw the launch 
of Tesco’s new financial ser- 
vices centres, set to open at 
stores throughout the UK 
within 12 months. Over that 
lime, Tesco plans to roll out 
a whole series of new pension 
products, mortgages and 
loans. Customers will be able 
to carry out financial trans- 
actions at these centres and 
connect, via video link, with 
experts. Sainsbuiy's will no 
doubt follow suit. 

More and more, there 
appears to be a division be- 
tween some providers who 
are determined to be the 
cheapest and - as a result - 
are sucking in huge volumes 
of business from investors 
and borrowers. The remain- 
der remain determined to ex- 
tract as much profits as they 
can from customers, who 
they believe are too stupid to 
go elsewbere. 

The answer lies in your 
hands. You could begin by 
demanding to know if these 
high-charging companies arc 
as competitive as their tele- 
phone-based rivals. If not, 
send them packing. 






MONEY MAKEOVER 


Enlist tax rules to retire comfortably 


Names: George and Patricia Grimes 
Ages: 63 and 60 

Occupations; Retired lecturer and 
NHS nurse 

The problem; George and Patricia 
will have combined pension incomes 
of about £20,700 when they have both 
retired, enough to cover their current 
outgoings of around £13.000 a year. 
They also own their home free of 
mortgage and have a portfolio of 
shares and other investments worth 
about £70,000. 

Altogether their net worth is 
about £220,000, of which about 60 per 
cent is the value of their property. The 
total does not include the value of 
cars, caravan and other possessions. 

They would like to see if Lhey can 
generate more income to supplement 
their pensions. 

The adviser: Frank Klonowski is a 
graduate in theology who spent 12 
years in catering management before 
.becoming a consultant with Legal & 
General in 19SS. Five years later he 
set up his own financial planning busi- 
ness based in Leeds, telephone 0113 
273 5253- 

The advice: If we apply this year’s 
personal allowances and today’s tax 
rates to next year’s projected income 

- when both pensions are payable - 
their net [after tax] income would be 
£10,568 and £7,752 respectively. 

Each has an annual personal 
allowance, ie the amount of income 
allowed before tax becomes payable. 
This is currently £4,045. but in the 
□ext tax year George becomes enti- 
tled to the “additional age allowance" 

- which increases his personal allow- 
ance to £5.220. He should be entitled 



to this for the whole of the next tax 
year as he attains 65 during the year. 

But this additional allowance is 
only available where total income is 
below a certain level - currently 
£15 .600. For every £2 over this level, 
he would lose £1 of the extra al- 
lowance until he reaches the level of 
the normal personal allowance - an 
effective tax rate of 34.5 per cent on 
this portion of income. This is known 
as the “age allowance trap". 

Great care must therefore be tak- 
en when adding extra income to their 
respective pensions. It is usually more 
tax efficient to create extra income by 
investing in tax-free instruments like 
PER and Tessas or encashing the gains 
on investments, rather than simply 


choosing income-producing invest- 
ments which are taxable. 

George and Patricia each have an 
annual capital gains tax allowance, 
currently £6,500; this can in effect 
mean an extra £13,000 a year tax free. 

Assuming reasonable growth in 
dividends and capital the maximum 
that George and Patricia could take 
from their portfolio to ensure that 
they do not run out of money too 
early would he just under £6.500. 

They should keep at least £5.000 
on deposit to meet immediate needs. 
After that they should look for tax- 
free income. Their existing holdings 
of investment bonds have several 
advantages. Under present legislation 
on it is possible to withdraw up to 5 


George and Patricia 
Grimes risk being 
caught in the age 
allowance trap 
Photograph: News 
Team International 


per cent of the original invested 
amount each year with, no immedi- 
ate tax liability; this is a cumulative 
figure, and may therefore be carried 
forward to subsequent years. 

Importantly, this withdrawal 
facility doesn't at present affect the 
age allowance. 

They should split the unit trusts 
equally between them -this gives more 
flexibility in using their capital gains 
lax exemptions. Next, they should 
utilise their general PEP allowances 
for the 1997/98 tax year. Patricia al- 
ready contributes £50 per month to a 
PEP and has done so ance April - this 
means a further £5,400 may be paid, 
but the choice is limited to the one in 
which she now saves. She should sus- 


pend her direct debit at lhe end of 
March to ensure no payments are 
made in the nest tax year - eves one 
- monthly payment would mean onljrbe- 
ing able to invest in that same PEP. 

They could buy more PEPi by 
exchanging up to £11,400 of their 
current investments, beginning with- 
the remaining individual shares, then 
moving on to the two unit trusts. 

Next, they should increase then- 
cash base by putting £3.000 into Z 
Tessa for George and £9,000 into 
index-linked savings certificates far 
further tax-free interest. Although 
this involves leaving them for five 
years, we have already seen there is . 
sufficient liquidity elsewhere in the, 
portfolio to cover this period. 

George and Patricia also need to - 
consider the possible need to pay for 
long-term care With full nursing 
home costs in the provinces estimated 
at £17,000 a year, the drain biTre- . 
sources may be quite severe, - 

I understand they have up-tq-date 
“miiTor” wills which leave everything 
to each other, then to their three chil- 
dren. The present inheritance tax 
liability for their children is £6,680. 

George and Patricia may not be 
able to use tbeir annual exemptions 
by making gifts to their children, as . 
they will rely on their total portfolio 
for income. However, they should 
consider using a Deed of Variation, 
which enables Lhe terms of a will to 
be varied within two years of death.’ 

The survivor could then, if nec- 
essary, redirect some of the capital to 
the children. This would at least use 
up part of the deceased's nil-rate band 
which would otherwise be wasted. 


* 


a 


UNDE R THE SPOTL1GHT/HSBC ASSET MANAGEMENT PEP P L US 

Can Dublin-based investments boost your portfolio? 


The deal: Invest up to £9,000 
by 6 November in exchange for 
a promise of getting the 
original investment back after 
five-and-a-half years, plus a 
share of growth in large com- 
panies; in the UK. Far East and 
Eiirope.' * ' 

„ . .If investors. Jast. that Jong, 


they will also get a 20 per cent 
“loyalty bonus'*. 

Pins points: The product 
gets around a Revenue rule on 
what you can invest in under 
a PEP. Normally, investors can 
put £6,000 in UKor European 
securities approved by the 
Inland Revenue. A further 


£3,000 can be put into a PEP 
- but only if it is invested in a 
single company. 

HSBC gets around this by 
investing in a company listed 
in Dublin which can further in- 
vest the money, spreading the 
risk between hundreds of com- 
panies. The product gives a 


greater level of security and can 
accept money transferred from 
other PEPs and from windfall 
shares. 

Drawbacks and risks: No 
one knows what the Govern- 
ment is going to do about 
PEPs. They are expected to be 
replaced in April 1999 by an “in- 


dividual savings account”. But 
it is not clear whether PEft will 
retain tax reliefs or be trans- 
ferable into the new accounts. 

Verdict: Don Clark, manag- 
ing director of PEP specialists 
Torquil Clark, believes there is 
a risk the Inland-Revenue may_ 
see this sort of Dublin-based 


PEP as a cheat and refuse to al- 
low tax-free payouts, although 
the strategy has been used be- 
fore. A good product, but it car- 
ries an extra risk as a result. 

Marks out of five: Three - 
or one, if the Revenue cracks 
down on the product. 

-Andrew Verity 
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The Index-Tracking. PEP 


The Legal & General Bank 
You may have >cen that Legal & General has. 
recent!) bundled its own bank, which enables us 
i«j oflfcr niu a unique i ippununiry to earn an attractive 
rate uf interest until your PEP starts in April 1998. 

« )uite simply, apply t.nJa. and your full 1998 
PEP allowance wfll cent you instead of 

■Wvflni'i That's because your money will be invested 
with Legal & General Bank until April of next year, 
earning Interest equivalent to 8% p-a- gross. Thai 
will give you a fixed re rum of £1“0 by tali April 
1998 to make up your full PEP allowance. 




Offer doses 31s* October 199? 

This unprecedented offer can only be held 
open for a limited time Saa in order to secure this 
ouL-unding otter then we must receive your applica- 
tion- In no Liter Ilian Fridas .Ms* Oeioher 1W 


GUARANTEED 

(6.4* net p.a.) 

while you wait 
for next year’s PEP 


Or your money back 

The return u. guaranteed if mu take out a 

Legal Sc General PEP in April, but you are under no 

obligation whatsoever purchase one If you wish 

you can simply request return of your investment 

in which ease you will receive a 

onerous XI 30 in interest equivalent 

to tfVi gross pa even if you don't 

take up the offer. j 

Proven Performance 

The Legal & General UK lndc.vTiackmg PEP 

continues to he the hcM value All-Share Index- | * 

Tracking PEP in the UK. Had «m invested Ah.ixmi _ 

. , . . _ I Mirntmv ■ Vir/Mr- 'Mi 

with us at bunch n would mm he worth ajt.Sdu: I — 


Find out more now - phone free 0500 11 6622 

FREEPHONE Sam TO Spm WEEKDAYS 9am TO Spin WEEKENDS PITASF QUOTE KEF: IRJDJOl 
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For only £50 a month, 
you could have 
the top 100 UK companies 

working for you - tax-free. 



Share in rhe performance potential of 
the UK's leading companies - such as BT, 
BP and Marks & Spencer - with a PEP 
w hich aims to track the performance 
of the Financial Times Stock Exchange 
100 Index. 

Average growth of the Index (with gross 
income re-invested i has been impressive — 

16.5‘>’. p-i.t since February 19S8. 

Viu can save regularly from just £50 a 
month, or invest a lump sum from only 
£1,000. Charges ore kept to a minimum 
and there are currently no UK taxes to pay. 

Call now for more information* 

0345 6789 10 

and quote reference number 277DEI 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


I nuid bj Soil ill h Widow Invcameni Management 
Limited. Regulated by the Peitonal Investment 
Authority and 1MRQ, 
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Tho spoils of a 
Passionate 
collector: 
Decanters from 
fraricfogton 
Collection, 
which is being 
5Uf ctioned on 16 
and 17 October 
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Glass that’s a cut above the rest 


Michael Pa/kington was charming, 
witty, cunning and egotistical — 
according to both friends and 
rivals. He was also one of the 
world’s foremost glass collectors. 
As the fruit of his mania goes 
under the hammer next week, John 
Windsor previews the auction. 

Even if you cannot attend the sale, be sure 
to buy a catalogue for South Ken’s auction 
of the biggest-ever private collection of 
British art glass, a comprehensive 525 lots 
spanning three centuries. Complete with 
post-sale price sheet it will be an invaluable 
market guide, especially to the largely un- 
charted later Victorian engraved glass. 

Hide it in your pocket when frying to 
decide whether those perplexing, multi- 
coloured vases and glasses in boot sales and 
markets are junk or worth hundreds. In fact. 
South Ken is considering re-issuing the cat- 
alogue with prices replacing estimates. 


The glass collector Michael Parkington, 
who died in 1994 aged 71, was a solicitor 
who developed a passion for British glass 
while in South Africa defending Nelson 
Mandela on treason charges in the early Six- 
ties. He was a towering figure, charming, 
witty and cunning and was an insatiable 
buyer who paid dealers top prices and in- 
timidated glass enthusiasts in the saleroom. 

The antique dealer Richard Dennis, 
Parian gton’s London buying agent, says: 
"The sale catalogue will be a marker: 
traders will say: ‘Look, it’s £600 in Part- 
ington - I’ll let you have it for £500.”' 

It is Parirington’s taste for 19th century 
names such as "Vhrnish and ApsJeyPfcKal and 
20tb century names such as Monart (including 
Ysart paperweights), Gray-Stan and Stuart 
-none of them well known at street level - 
that win be under scrutiny at the auction next 
Thursday (2pm) and Friday (1030am). 

During his lifetime Parkington single- 
handedly pushed np prices for Scottish 
Monart glass of the Thirties - mostly 
colourful vases with abstract swirls and un- 
usual textures - and the sale should push 


them up further. Jane Hay, head of 
Christie's South Ken's glass department, 
watched him bid what she thought were 
crazy prices for Monart in the Eighties. 

In the sale, Ms Hay has estimated at only 
£600-£700 a lot of four miniature ovoid 
Monart vases, for just one of which be paid 
£330 six years ago. And she has pm a cautious 
£3D0-£40l) on a Gray-Stan orange oval vase 
of about 1935 for which be bid£l,430 in 1990. 
Comeuppance? Come-on, more likely. 

Partington’s squirrelled away his trophies 
in his mansion flat in Kensington, which Ms 
Hay describes as “ceiling to floor with glass, 
glass spflling out of every cupboard, and with 
□arrow, 16 inch pathways between the stacks 
of glass on the floor”. When Parkington dis- 
covered Whitefriars glass in 1991, after 
prompting from Ms Hay, it “spread like a 
fungus throughout the flat" - be bought 
about 400 pieces in eight months. 

Visitors were expected to put back his 
Ysart glass paperweights facing the same 
way, in their original ring of dusL These, 
with their embedded flowers, butterflies and 
fish, were another discovery of his. He would 


pay £200-£30G for a British Ysart. The 33 
in the sale are estimated mostly £100-£200 
or £500-1700. Witch them lake off. 

Another potential soaraway - Stevens 
and Williams “Transparent Cameo” vases 
of around 1900. They arc acid-etched then 
hand-cut - the last flourish of old skills ap- 
plied to new, rather than traditional, designs. 
The five in the sale are estimated £1 00-£l 50 
to £200-£30Q. 

Parkington had an eye for the Victori- 
ans’ clever industrial processes. See whether 
bidders share his enthusiasm for the Apsiey- 
Pellat “Ciystaho-Ceramie” scent bottle of 
around 1830 containing a sulphide portrait 
of Queen Charlotte (£60O-£1,O03), the 
Vfemisb green candlesticks (about 1850) with 
silver-lined interiors (£400-£500), or the rate 
Webb “Alexandrite” specimen vase and 
tazza of about 1900 that is heat sensitive and 
changes from pink to turquoise when ex- 
posed to electric light (£100-£150). 

Christie’s South Kensington, 85 Old 
Brompton Road, London SW7 (0171-581 
7611). Catalogues £12. with p&p £1280. 
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R OBIN AMlO T 

Home in 
on the Web 



So you are moving. More of us arc, or 
so it would seem from the statistics put 
forward about tire bousiiig market 
Moving home is one of the most stress- 
ful things you can da Tedtaok^y is sup- 
posed to make our fives easier. 

So, can the technology of the Inter- 
net and the Wririd Wide Web take some 

of the stress out of house-hunting and 

mortgage -seeking? 

Maybe. As with most developments 
on the Internet, a glance at what is hap- 
pening in the USA shows what is likely 
to be the way forward. Already, across 
the Atlantic, around 70 per cent of all 
residential properties up for sale are 
listed on the Internet. 

We are not there yet. But, if you are 
moving some distance, the ^feb may be 
a good place to start looking before you 
start driving round estate agents. Even 
if you are intending to stay within a few 
miles of where you already five, it is 
worth checking out It may save some 
petrol and footslogpng. 

So what's available online? The 
Guild of Professional Estate Agents has 
a rite called property-platform which 
afiows you to search by region and then 
by town. It then displays pages similar 
to those in property magazines, with 
photographs and brief descriptions of 
the properties. However, there is no de- 
tailed property search facility on the site. 

Internet Property Finder includes 
most of the upmarket national agen- 
cies such as Knight trank and Savills 
but carries only a limited selection of 
properties. 

Woolwich Property Sendees was 
the first large estate agency chain to put 
properties on the Net. However, the 
Waolwich's Property Seeker again only 
has a selection, rather than the full 
range on the Woolwich’s books. 


Only just over a month ago, the 
National Association of Estate Agents 
launched Property Live. It currently has 
details on just over 1,000 properties but 
aims to cany information on 50,000 
within the year. In addition, it has am- 
bitions to link up to government data- 
bases allowing you to check ou [schools, 
hospitals and other local amenities. 

There are a number of other web- 
rites which have only a few hundred 
properties at best Most of the rites on 
the Net allow you to search their data- 

basesby several criteria: type of property 

(house, bungalow, flat, etc), number of 
bedrooms, price range and location. 

If you are looking for a property 
right now, you may strike it lucky and 
find the home of your dreams on the 
W*b but, in all likelihood, given the lim- 
ited nature of what is available at pre- 
sent, you probably won't. What you wfll 
get though, is an idea of what sort of 
bouse you can expea to get in the lo- 
cation you are looking for and for the 
price you can afford. 

A few years into the future and the 
Web is likely to be the first place every- 
body wifi look for a new home, and it 
won’t just be a case of reading how 
many “beds", “receps" and “bthnns”. 
You should, quite soon, be able to take 
a virtual tours of properties. It won’t 
be a computer simulation or a collec- 
tion of photographs - at least one site 
already offers this facility - bat a 
digital video walk-through. 

Woolwich Property Services: 

www.wps-property-seeker.co.uk 
Guild of Professional Estate Agents: 

www.properiy-pfatfonn.com 
Internet Property Finder 
www.propertyfinderxo.uk 
PropertyUve www.propertylive.co.uk 


A well-read guide for house buyers 
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Free guide to Mortgages 



For your fres copy cail 0800 585 691 
Or complete and return His coupon to 
Barclays Mortgage GuHe 
FREEPOST PO Bex 7. Brentford. Middx. ,'.V$ 8BR 
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postcode. 


Tel (inc STD). 


Are you a Barclays Customer? YesQ NoO 
Are you a 1 st time buyer?0 Home moverU 
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Buying a borne is probably the 
largest single financial com- 
mitment most people will in- 
cur throughout their lifetime. 
There is also a wide choice of 
mortgages available to bor- 
rowers who want something to 
suit their needs precisely. 

It pays to get things right, 
whether you are a new bor- 
rower or considering a re- 
mortgage. Choose carefully 
and you can look forward to 
good value and a comfortable 
relationship with your lender 
throughout the mortgage 
term. Get it wrong and you 
could be paying thousands of 
pounds unnecessarily. 

Nor is it just a question of 
getting the right mortgage. 
There are several ways of pay- 
ing it off, some of which may 
be unsuitable for your loag- 
term needs. Are you confident 
of being able to make the tight 
decisio n be tween endow- 
ments, PEPs, pension mort- 
gages and straightfoward 
repayments? If flexibility is 
key, endowments may not al- 
ways be suitable. Alternatively, 
if your retirement income is 
likely to be small you may not 
want to apportion a slice of 


your pension to pay off the 
loan. 

This is why The Independent 
has published a Guide to Mort- 
gages available free to all its 
readers. The Guide, written by 
Nic Cicutti, this papers per- 
sonal finance editor, takes you 
through the different types of 
loans available from lenders. 

It also explains many of the 
key terms and areas you are 
likely to encounter in the fact- 
finding, including APRs, early 
repayment charges, compul- 
sory insurance, arrangement 
and booking fees and mortgage 
indemnity guarantees. 

The Guide, sponsored by 
Barclays Mortgages, indudes 
a monthly budget planner, a list 
of useful telephone numbers 
and the likely extra costs in- 
volved in buying a borne. 

It also describes bow much 
you are likely to be able to bor- 
row, what steps to take if you 
are self-employed or a contract 
worker, the differences be- 
tween each type of repayment 
vehicle and whether they 
might be suitable for you. 

For your free copy, call 
0800 585691. Or fill in the 
coupon on this page. 
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ILL ION INVESTORS TRUST FIDELITY 

NO DEALING GHARGES. 

YOU’RE 


WELCOME 
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— Plan has no dealing charges. All you pay ts Government 
^^A^A^ourse our entry* and exit charges are zero, It’s also flexible to suit your 
“f ih four trusts covering the UR, continental Europe, Asia (excluding Japan) 

"Itl or more of the truss in our range. And can 

^ you like. Invest with d lumpsum of il.000 or more. Or, save 

regularly fr«n as litde as £30 a month- 


reculariy trom as inner as » — 

0800414110 

(SdAurKfrfeBi, T*fays. 
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BARGAIN 
BASEMENT 

Birmingham Mi ds hires is 
launching a new equity finked 

tracker bond which pays no in- 

come but guarantees a return of 
20 per cent after five-and-a-balf 

years should the top 100 share 

index falls in that tone. If the in- 

dex rises, so do returns, up to 
a ma xim um of -100 per. cent. 

Mnzrmum investment is £5,000. 
Call 0645 720721. 

Flemings Investment Thist 

Management is offering to ac- 

cept Northern Rock shares in a 
fleming PEP without chaige un- 

til April 1999 and to sell them 
free of chaig&before then. After 

then the annual charge will be 

£10 a year regardless of the size 

of the holding. Investors must 

not already hold another PEP, 

and must place at least £1,000 

into the PEP The deadline is 4 

November. CaD 0500 500161. 

GE financial Assurance is 

offering a five-and-a-half year 

Safeguard Bond, paying 8 per 

cent annual net income or up 
50 per cent growth net Mini- 

mum investment is £54)00. Call 
0181-3803388. ' 



| £5K+ ; 

£10K+ | 

£25K+ 

Pfennings Save A Prosper 
So^eign 30 

EH 

7-55% 

7-65% 

Abbey national Investor 90 

5.46% 

6.15% 

0.40% 

CMWDay 

6.00 % 

6.75% 

7.00% 

Direct Line Instant Savings 

5-90% 

6.65% 

6.75% 

Nationwide Invast Direct 

6.70% 

6.85% 

7.00% 

Prudential 60 Day Notice* 

5-50% 

6.60% 

550% 

Sakubur/i Instant 

Access Saving 

6J50% 

6.50% 

6450% 


Our new 30 day savings account gives you a better rate than most 90 day accounts. 

Plus one penalty-free withdrawal of up to £2^00 each year and the ability to take your interest monthly. 
Whafs more, it*s backed by the internationally renowned Flemings Group. All you have 
to do is maintain a minimum balance of £1,000. For more information on Sovereicpi 30, cail now. 


0800 40 30 90 

www.prospar.eo.flk 


Flemings 

SAVE S' PROSPER 


Ail Interest rates are gross compounded annual rates and ere paid not at tower-rate inooma tax. Non-taxpayers may bo eHgtote to receive gross Interest subject 
to the required registration, interest rates are correct at the time of printing and are subject to variation. Robert Fleming & Co. Ltd (Registered office 25 
Copthall Avenue, London. EG2B 7DR> provides banking services as principal. Save & Prosper Group Ltd acts as Us agent Telephone cate may be recorded 
for security purposes. ftPlus IX bonus if minimum of £2,000 maintained for one year and no more than two withdrawals made during that year. 

■ 0891/006 
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BEST BORROWING RATES 


"ties&Lis 

MORTGAGES 

HXED BATES 

UaSififtKiE; EK^S77T 
iwcuc? 0 ::* j^iiOD 

taejt^OfSl GE5 551E) 
VARIABLE DISCOUNTED RATES 


“a Rate anjJ 
reed 


I3«ai tiae 
4.39% to 1.1 00 
649%U3itojc 


Ma 

Uv% 


?.00%te5»SB '*» 


Sesm-T^s-S CJ7J 4£0%&r2jn re 

pnr.c.; 3 ^£i C’HC’WJft 5 99*61.1100 

Ename^-ss «C3370aB 

FIRST TUBE BUYERS HXEQ RATES 

Ejn>> d 7 beans ~ ‘E SI 0103 

LKS l Hckc- i j 9503 225777 

FrSVISISi? K03CBC338 6G9%toi.ii.(H 

FIRST HUE BUYERS VARIABLE DISCOUNTED RATES 

UrirjeiralBS OSD 261496 

ei.5io» t 0=1 0301 119955 

.'»3Wn>*E5 


75% 

75% 


W% 

90% 


F« ircattre 


.0.50 . Fit? AW mi.i.TJLOB 
£350 

£250. Rotund dial lee . ;■ 


1250. 


■ftM ASUkctorUB 


4 39% ml 11.99 
634% to 1 lzoo 


UNSECURED PERSONAL LOANS 


2. 45% to. 1,11.08. 
5«%iof2jeare 
6«%ar5BW. 


90% 

95% 

'.90%' 


95% . 

90%% 


£295 

&* 

: E» - " ' 

• t235. 



li, !B hone 

APR % 

UaUV 

FM moony payments (TSknva 3 yrej 

UNSECURED 




WUbmraaca 

WUhout bnratn 

DuMLins 

C181 680 9966 

120% A 


£18176 " 

■£16638 ' 

CjoW Or; Dres 

0000 216252 

129% 


£189.48 

066 54 

ADijnw 4 LaCiSei 

0990 626362 

133% 


CT07.73 

El 67 56 

SECURED (SECOND CHARGE) 



HaxUVMf 

T8ns 

CVflescat Bav. 

0801 240024 

94% 


OMiCix ' 

6 mgs to 25 yens 

fttival Bank ot Sccsnj 0800 121 t?i 

10 6% 

7U% 

£25Kki£100K 

3 ysrno remn’i 

Fire Dree 

0245100103 

109% 

.aw: ._ 

-CKfiiNea 

Up to 40 year; 


OVERDRAFTS 


I*phw 

A?tey liKTO) 0500 200500 

cjlijnce & L«*5l3 0500 9595® 
a** ul ScoOarc! U5C0B048M 

CREDIT CAROS 


ACCOM 

BAK ACCOST.. 
alliance 

Drat.QwtiB. . 


AutarcKd 
%fm APR 


0.76% 


Tetepiona Caul Type 


Mo 

mam 


Ran 
% pm 


flJU- 

93% 

;iio%. 


APB 

% 


Urauflnsed 
% pm APR 

218% .28 9k- 
?20% 298% 

- . 203% 


Amuai im. tree 
Fm ported 


STANDARD 

Cawal One 3anL 
Co-opwaiiM &mL 
Podcn Ftowift-SSP 
GOLD CAROS 

CtKipeDaiw Bank 
Co-operabve Bank. 
Atoacai Egress 
STORE CAROS 


oaraGfflooo visa 

0000 109000 Adwrtagalfaa 

0600 829400 Base RanLMMfim" 

0345 212212 Visa ' . EBK.' 
0800 109000 Advantage Vta £30R 

01273 620555 Amt* .. £2CK 


.am%N 

054% N 
. 1 . 00 * . 


058% - 
064% N 

075*8 


7.90% N Ml .54 day? 
750% N IB mays 

12 jm. W Odayt 

.11.70%. Ci 20 .46 days. 

7.90% N Ml Odays 

12.HKHMN 56 days 


Telephone 


Payment by other maftods 
%PU APR 


John L* ms 
M arks S Spencer 
Son 


180% 

25.0% 


.'l» 

203% 


:J60% 

27.3% 


Payment By direct detrti 
%PU APR 

Via state 139% 

01244681601 193% 

wa stare 194% | ! 25D* :. ,'^IVr.* ...268% • '..V 

A - MWmun age 22 vrs. Haiders ol comprehensive motor numca pofcy or tender 1 * adding customers 

APB - AmiaUsed percentage rata 

ASU - AcodenL admass and unempIqymsiTt insurance 

B+C - BuMngs and contents insurance 

H - Higher rare apples it romance not arranged 

UV-Loan to value 

WP - Mortgage mdanrtty pramkan 

N - introductory rale for a hnHed period 

U - Un emp tovroent Insurance . 

Al rains subject to ettanpe wttrout notca. Soiree: MOAfYMCTS 01692500677 »h Oct 1997 


BEST SAVINGS RATES 


Telephone Accoura 
nunffler 


INSTANT ACCESS 


...".(HHilBOW. Saat.Pte.. .... 
GtrdesMBBart OBtffl 445255 Sitings 

Pcritojn B5_-/ . ,.7B6ftIKI706a ■ inadAccosT.- 

Ltojtfc Bar* 0600 147759 Heart Md 

INSTANT ACCESS POSTAL ACCOUNTS 

akeW*B^ -' :^«D50W. mttMAaxat-7 
CS6 0000 742437 _ msMTransfcr 

LegdliGenerei&tok ’ 0500111200 Meet tecesT: J 

HretNacndBS 0800 558844 MwaAewsc 

NOnCE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 

Leeds & Maude B£ . 4580 225777. " AIM* 30 
BBGfflBS 0800132351 P0ST-M40 

Cower B5 .7.0345 665522 . :'Pns8l 50 : .. 
ligd& GenmS Bat* 0500111200 60 Brea 

CHEQUE ACCOUNTS 

KWarort Brnowi -‘0800317477 MCA. 

HaHae 01422 335333 AssdResare 

CrwseaBS : . 0800 429429 CWsfePuaW 

Leopold Joscpp 0171 588 2323 rns&td Access 

HXBJ RATE BONDS 

Pta^.*PeSiW|jl» 0i7»3722K . feeiteeBwd . 
Portmai AS 0800607060 Ftad kmrat Bond 

CcrventySs' 03456K5S? . FMOpUlBnl' 

DemnMBBS 01332B410Q0 PeakBnvtS 

FIRST TESSAS 

YhrtaNreBS .. .0800370836 
PmaWHVBS 01222 344168 

tfcdeyaoMinfcBS (HOOSBeBII ' 

5ui Banttag Cmp 01438 744505 

FOLLOW-ON TESSAS 

IdWIreBS O0W3WKB 

woowtai Via local tuandi 

DemydlreBS . 01332. 041000. _ .- ■: •_ ■_ . 

YwtehraBS 0000 378830 

GUARANTSO INCOME BONDS (NET) 

GEftatca AKaaace 0181 380 3ffl8~ ' 

HarrtroASHfiM 0000 836020 
Pkmade ktsuares ■ OJBl 207 9M7 . 

Pinocle manatee 0161 307 9007 

PtM^ck tnsorance 0181 2079007 _ i . 

OFFSHORE ACCOUNTS (gross) 

Bft.BarMV Cotp.iJney) Lffl V ..01534.808060 '. ' ' 

Ched*r (kzntsey LU 01481726885 

mrt*m RtMAGpem 01481 TlBl'n ' .OTHtaiko 
AUKSLetaSte M LH 01624 663586 

NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNTS (GROSS) 

klWAlIQl Auuddub' ’ . 


hioome Bonds 


Katlce Deposit Hats {nterest 
onerm . liana 


tesm . Ei.: . 421% Ytaf 

Mas El 650% Oly 

fcstmt.' ' sum':. 'im "iy» 

Inscn C.50Q 4 96% 'fta 


hnn. Cl 

haunt jBJ £74)00 700% Wa 

ptEsi ‘ .'asin ."tj o» ; >. ym 

FtetaHBI £5000 7.45% iter 


SOOayPl.CID.OOD '7391 . -.ffed 
40 Day (P) £5,000 7J0% Iter 

50Qay« £5J3»^ '.->38% l\fe*r 
BODaypl DO, 000 7J0%Ytei 


instant 


..ewoo--«a»% ,-^iMkpiii 

£10.000 530% By 

■E11L00&. 550% 
hstss £10.000 843% Iter 


GMcxtti S5JJ08 IBKtUami 
liter £1.000 725% FUdursy 
3ai098 EiaoOD >.40%F warty 
30999 £101000 7 30V Iter 


site 

5 Year 

5 War . 

5 Yea 


5 Tea 
5 Year 

5 Iter.' 
5 Yfaar 


-1UW 
2 iter 
' 3Vtei. 
4itei 
5.Year 


£2500 7 65%: 
£2500 7 85% 

CiDDD. '7.60% 
£3.000 7.60% 


:.Yftar 

Iter 


£9.000 -. 750%', ■ Year 
£7500 775% Iter 
SWW- 7.75%. ;■ ..Iter 
£>000 7 65% Year 


£iojbo .6H% fJi .'tear 
£10 JUG 620%™ tear 

13JBC 5JJ5%FH Ycdr 

£10.000 6 40% FN ’ten 
£3,tM) r . 6,35% FN. tear 


hstam Ciojogo, 800% . tear 

mam £25.000 750% tea 

60 Day £10000 750% 7 ter 

90 Day £10.000 7 55% Year 


Capital Bonds Sates J 
RftSTOpdnr Bonds 


PnaJomn; 6tatuwd tncameRant Saks 3 
CMdrtns Bond (ssue H (to tree) 


1 momii £20 
£500 

. E15«' 

£10500 
' £25.000. 
3 Menu £2500 
. . . CS500 

5 tear £100 
12Undh £1500 
£ 20.000 
SVfe* £500 .. 
5Yter £25 


4 75% . ter 
525% tear 
545% -"tear 
560% tear 
575% • Year 
6 50% Moan 
6.75%; Monet 
6JSS%FMamtiy 
GJstfF tear 
650% F Year 
700%F. Motet 
6.75%FMalu>tv 


B - WMiteawafe via Bat6 Cteirtig Systtm 
F - Fbtsd rate (al otter rates ratable) 

N-Nd rate 
P-By post only 

AB rams are shorn boss and ate subject to change widioul notece. 
Source; MM&FACTS 01602 500677 
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Looking for the gold fields 
of eastern Europe 


Investors are always 
looking for the new 
frontier, where gold 
nuggets lie around 
waiting to be picked up 
by the adventurous and 
far-sighted while their 
duller brethren struggle 
to make a living in 
markets which have 
been well-worked over. 

The current search for 
Eldorado has switched to 
Russia and eastern 
Europe, reports Clifford 
German. 


Not so long ago it was Latin 
America that offered generous 
returns for risk-tolerant inves- 
tors. Then the Mexican market 
collapsed Last year the spotlight 
switched to Eastern Asia and the 
talk was all of new tigers like 
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia 
and the Philippines forcing their 


way on to world markets with 
cheap hi-tech goods. That too 
ended in tears. But hope springs 
eternal and investors are now 
asking if Russia and eastern Eu- 
rope will generate maximum re- 
turns for minim um risk. 

Communism had many 
faults but it did at least ensure 
that Russia, Poland, Hungary 
and the Czech Republic have lit- 
erate, skilled and urban labour 
forces, and while Russia has 
massive natural resources the 
eastern European countries 
have the prom ise of early entry 
to the European Community. 

The transition to capitalism 
has been fairly bairy, with high 
inflation, rising unemployment 
and falling output, unpaid 
wages, piecemeal privatisations 
and uncertainly over who has le- 
gal title to many assets. Things 
are still quite chaotic but some 
sort of order does seem to be 
emerging. Inflation is coming 
down, public sector deficits are 
a truing under control and out- 
put is recovering. 


Stock market values are stflj 
tiny in relation to the annual 
output of the economies and 
even though most markets are 
dear in relation to company 
profits, they are cheap relative 
to the assets which back them. 

But not everything is simple 
or easy. While the Moscow and 
Budapest markets have been 
soaring in the past year, aver- 
age market prices in Whrsaw, 
Prague and Bratislava are ex- 
actly where they were three 
years ago. Setbacks can be sud- 
den, sharp and out of aU pro- 
portion to the fundamentals. 
Something quite minor and ap- 
parently irrelevant can trigger 
heavy selling. 

Political, social legal and 
economic risks are far greater 
than at home. There is a large 
criminal element among the 
nouveaux riches entrepreneurs 
especially in Russia, who think 
nothing of using fraud and ex- 
tortion rather than technolog- 
ical and managerial expertise. 

Buying shares in individual 


companies is a mug's game, but 
the first trust accessible to small 
investors was launched this week ■ 
by Save & Prosper. The mini- 
mum investment is £2^XX) or £35 
a month. It win invest initially m 
up to seven separate markets 
across the region with a maxi- 
mum of 30 per cent in Russia. 

Even Save & Prosper rec- 
ommends it should be only 5 per 
cent of your investment port- 
folio. The nominal dividend 
yield on the initial portfolio w^l 
be a derisory 0.4 per cent, and 
charges are not cheap. 

At any one time you would 
have to pay 5.5 per cent more 
to buy units than the price you 
would get for reselling, and 
there is an annual charge of 1.5 
per cent a year plus expenses, 
initially a touch over 0J25 per 
cent. But there is always the 
hope that these markets will 
come good in a big way, and 
rewards as weU as charges will 
be substantially greater, far 
greater, than the more sedate 
western markets could deliver. 
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LEADING INTEREST RATES... 

If you're looking for a savings account that gives you offshore 
confidentiality and some of the most attractive rates currently 
available, then Alliance Si Leicester International's Premier Pius 
Account is ideal for you. 

Tiered rates of interest mean the more you save, the more you 
earn, but you can easily access your money with 90 days' notice. 

Increased rates of interest 

effective from 1st October 1997 


..AND A HIGH LEVEL OF SERVICE 

Running your account is easy. You can contact us 24 hours a 
day, by phone, fax or post, to request withdrawals or information 
about your account And of course, your account will be handled 
in the strictest confidence by our team of offshore staff. 

To take advantage of this new international investment account, 
just fill out the coupon, or phone us now on 0845 6077760. 

* All the convenience of an onshore account, 
all the benefits of saving offshore " 

■ Attr<icffire Interest Rates ^ 

Gothpkte Confidentiality • ■ ■ v: " 

■^[ Regular Statements .. vi 
•;,17l^4 Hour Phone/FtwSerYice 

Monthly or Annual income . y ; - 

Above rales are gross per annum. Al Ranee fs Leicester International ltd, PO Box 226, 10-12 Prospect MM. Douglas. Isle ol Man. IM99 1RT 
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For more information: 

Phone 


PLEASE SEND ME FULL DETAILS ON ALLIANCE U LEICESTER INTERNATIONALS PREMIER PLUS ACCOUNT. 
Name 


Address . 


-JV.su ate 


01624617286 


f Daytime Tel Fio 

Evening Tel No; 

Pott Id: 

Alliance & Lncwtcf intematmwi Ltd. f >0 Bo* 226 . 10-12 Prospe-n Mill, 
Douglas. We o( Man. im ?9 iry 
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■ ■■■■ You needn't be a financial wizard to know that the 
stock market is one of the best ways of achieving capital growth 
to keep savings ahead of inRalion over the years. And you 
needn't be a millionaire to take advantage of it. But smart 
investors know it’s helpful to have professionals working on 
their behalf. 

You can benefit from the insight of fund managers with 
a wealth of experience for as little as £30 a month - by putting 
your money into an Investment Trust Savings Scheme. 

One of the attractions of Investment Trust Savings 
Schemes is their flexibility: you can easily increase, decrease 
or even cancel the arrangements you've made for your regular 
investment without penalty. 

Investment Trusts, public companies quoted on the 
Stock Exchange, often hold shares in as many as 200 companies. 
So. through your investment, you spread your risk across a wide 
portfolio. And you also have the advantage of low running costs. 

The same benefits apply to all types of Investment Trust 
- whether it’s one holding a broad base of blue-chip shares 
or those specialising in a particular geographical area or a 
specific industry sector. 

To find out more about Investment Trusts and the 
Savings Schemes available to buy shares in them, please send 
for the free information pack produced by the AITC, the 
Association that speaks for more than 300 Investment Trust 
companies. Simply fill in the coupon or call us on 017M31 5222. 


THE ASSOCIATION OF INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 
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Berkshire, RGM 2DE. Internet: h tip j! www.iii.co.uk/aiic 
_ Please send me a free information pack. 

U I am a privaie investor Q I am an independent adviser Ptaucnck 
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k&rashes combed 


1326 - 1930 . 


One week to go to the 10th 
anniversary of the stock market 
crash of 1987, and even the 
chairman of the Federal Reserve 
seems determined not to let the 
anniversary pass without 
reminding us once more — and 
with Justice - of the limits of 
rationality in the stock market. 

Ten months ago Alan Greenspan caused 
a nasty bout of jitters in the markets by 
warning investors of the dangers of 
“irrational exuberance". Whatever his in- 
tentions, the warning has done little since 
to stop the market in its tracks. The Dow 
Jones index is up 25 5 per cent so far this 
year, after 26 per cent last year. 

For much of this year the world's most 
powerful central banker has seemed on 
occasions to be fluting instead with the 
market bulls, debating out loud whether 
there is any evidence to support the view 
that something new and profound - a- 
“ paradigm shift", in the current market 
parlance - has taken place in the US econ- " 
omy to justify keeping share prices so high. 

Has the rapid spread of microchip 
technology over the last few years made 
the business cycle redundant? After six 
years of expansion in the US economy, 
some would like to think so. Has there 
been an unprecedented step change in 
the productivity of American business? 
There is not much evidence of it in the 
standard numbers, but something must 
explain why unemployment continues to 
fall so sharply without yet rekindling in- 
flation. Or is it simply that the great in- 
flation bogey of the post-war years has 
been slain once and for all? 

That would certainly help to explain 
why long-term interest rates, which ulti- 
matefy drive share price values, continue 
to fall, and why markets continue to take 
such a benign view of the future. 

Look, for example at the prices of the 
index-linked bonds which the US govern- 
ment has started to sell to investors for 
the first time this year. According to BZW, 
the break-even inflation rate on the lat- 
est issue is a little over 3 per cent: in oth- 
er words, the inflation guarantee that the 
bonds provide relative to conventional 
bonds will prove redundant only if av- 
erage inflation remains below that figure 
over the next five years. Such calculations 
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would have seemed outlandish even five 
years ago, so rapidly have inflation ex- 
pectations changed. 

Yet, testifying this week to the House 
of Representatives Budget Committee, 
Mr Greenspan wisely reverted to his pre- 
vious stance, observing that: “Financial 
markets seem to have priced in an opti- 
mistic outlook, characterised by a signif- 
icant reduction in risk and an increasingly 
benevolent inflation process." 

He added that it was “unrealistic" for 
investors to expect a repeat performance 
of the dramatic surge in Street which 

has been seen over the past two years. 
His argument was that demand fof 
labour is growing so fast at a time when 
unemployment is already so low that the 
point when either economic growth or in- 
flation has to give cannot be far away. 

JEither way it must eventually re- 
bound into lower share price valuations. 
That does not mean there has to be an- 
other crash to allow the markets' rosy view 
of the world to come back into line with 
underlying economic reality. A sudden 
•20-25 per cent fell In share-prices, like - 
10 years ago, isjusi one option: it could 
be, and with any luck will be. a far more - 
gradual process, But it may do no harm 
to prepare yourself for such an event. The 
prudent, I would suggest, should already 
be mentally knocking around 20 per cent 
of the value of their shareholding? to get 
a fairer feeling for their worth. 

It may be no accident that Goldman 
Sachs, probably the most powerful of all 
the American investment banks, has 
been circulating a graph which shows hew 
uncannily the market's performance 
over the last three years has tracked that 
of the market in both J 926-29 (the three 
years which preceded the 1929 market 
crash) and 1984-87 (fixe three years 
running up to the crash of JOyears ago). 
The Financial Tunes carried a similar 
graph earlier this week, and neatly sum- - 
marised the main economic reasons why 
the bull market has now run ahead of all 
realistic expectations of what the econ- 
omy. on. which the stock market's value 
ultimately depends, can deliver. 

The main question investors face is • 
what they can. or need to, do about it afl. 
Sell all your shares in the hope of buy- 
ing them back later more cheaply? No, 
that would be a quite exaggerated res- 
ponse. As I have said before, the markets 
may well go higher before they do "even- 
tually correct: irrationality by definition 


is unbounded, and history suggests that 
smart investors make their rauney by rid- 
ing the bull waves when they happen, and 
not trying to second-guess the turning 
points. The corollary is: don't panic 
when the setbacks happen. 

Better is to keep a sense of propor- 
tion. In retrospect, the 1987 crash, unlike 
its counterpart in 1929, was something 
of a red herring. The market, having over- 
reached itself, simply resumed its long up- 
ward trend from a new and more realistic 
base. There was no underlying change in 
economic circumstances to justify a per- 
manent change in market valuations, as 
there was in both 1929 and 1974. 

With luck we are in the same boat now 
as we were in 1984, rather than in the other 
cases. What we do understand now a lot 
better than we did before is how market 
crashes occur. Reflecting on the lessons 
of the Sooth Sea Bubble in the early 18th 
century. Sir Isaac Newton said: “I can cal- 
culate the motions of the heavenly bod- 
ies, but not the madness of people." 

Modern social science has allowed us 
a greater insight into the irrationality of 
collective behaviour. We now understand 
what is called the fallacy of composition: 
how a collection of individuals, each act- 
ing rationally by their own lights, can nev- 
ertheless, collectively, produce an 
outcome that none of them desires. The 
standard example is a fire in a cinema: 
if everyone tries Io be first to reach the 
exit at the same time the result can be 
catastrophic. This is very much what 
seemed to happen in 1987, when com- 
puter-driven portfolio insurance pro- 
grammes encouraged an ordinary market 
downturn to develop into a self-feeding 
downward spiral. 

Mr Greenspan knows well that the 
world’s stock markets are large and 
(fynamk: networks driven each day by mil- 
lions of independent individual decisions. 
No computer system can begin to model 
what the collective effect of these indi- 
vidual decisions is likely to be: the 
process is iterative ratheT than Unear. 

The truth is that financial markets are 
inherently volatile and unstable. Thar is 
why we will go on haring market booms 
and crashes - and why reason can only 
ever take you part of the way towards for- 
mulating a coherent investment strategy. 
The final paradox may be that the more 
people accept that cycles of overvaluation 
and crash are inevitable (as in 1 987), the 
less likely they in fact become. 



MUTUALS PAYOUT 


bonanza from Down Under 


While Northern Rock share- 
holders arc still wondering what 
to do with their windfalls, a new 
bonanza is opening up lor hold- 
ers of policies with mutual in- 
surance companies. 

Next week l.l million Scot- 
tish Amicable members will 
get almost £1. (XX) from the Pru- 
dential’s successful bid for the 
company in February. About 
£550 will be cash and the bal- 
ance will be added to policies. 

In mid-January an estimat- 
ed 171,000 holders of policies 
with London Life and Aus- 
tralian Mutual Provident will get 
an average of £3,000 in free 


shares if 75 per cent of members 
voting in next month’s special 
meeting back the society's con- • 
version into a limited company. 

Policyholders will receive a 
voting form to send back by 18 

November. If the vote is carried. 

eligible policyholders, which 
means those with current poli- 
cies on 1 1 December last year 
and 10 September this year, will 
receive a minimum 100 shares. 

They will also get extra 
shares based on the amount of 
money they have contributed 
and the length of time the pol- 
icy has been running. 

AMP’s advisers believe the 


shares would be worth the 
equivalent of 47Gp each if they 
were trading now, so the mini- 
mum windfall will be £470. The 
m yrmwirn could reach £8.000. 

The shares will begin trad- 
ing on the Australian and New 
Zealand stock exchanges 
around the middle of next year. 
One important detail is still 
«T>k.«ang . There are no plans to 
have them quoted in London, 
and no proposals to set up a 
dealing service for UK investors 
who would prefer cash. Last 
month the proportion of North- 
ern Rock shareholders who 
took the money was 43 per cent. 


A similar proportion of AMP 
shareholders might prefer cash 
upfront. AMP may have to buy 
back up to half its UK members' 
shares at a cost of £250m, or 
seek a London listing. 

AMP wants to expand in the 
UK and secs a share quote os 
a way of funding acquisitions 
through a share offer or a rights 

issue. One can buy and sell Aus- 
tralian and Now Zealand shares 
priced in local dollars here in the 
UK but the shares would be 
more marketable here if they 
were actually listed in London 
and priced in pounds sterling. 

— Qiffbrd German 


Corporate Bond PEP 


Legal St General's low costs provides 
better value and reduces risk 

Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 


CURRENTLY PAYING 

T.TTa. 

TAX-PKEH IVCOM L 
LOWEST COST 

-OYI1 0.5° 

ANNUAL MANAGEMEN T 
CHARGE 

NO f\T OAL TTE 

NO WHO R. W U TEE 


Over the years, our determinaton to 
provide outstanding value for money 
bas meant that today. Legal & General 
Investment Management has in excess of 1 
£50 billion under management. 

Now, we are delighted to introduce 
the latest improvement to our PEP 
range - Legal & General’s Corporate 
Bond PEP. 

Once again, we've 
delivered unbeatable value, J 
providing the lowest cost 
diversified Corporate Bond PEP on the 
market with annual management 
charges of only 0.5%, with no initial or 
withdrawal fee. 

So, for a regular, high tax-free 
income on your savings find out more 
about Britain's best value Income PEP 
today. Just complete and return the 
coupon or call 0500 II 66 22 now. 
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■ ptekOreQ 


Pensions spoken plainly. 

A.sk a straight lor ward question about pensions - or even a complicated one - and we'll 


dive you ti 


straightforward answer. Our experts will give an honest assessment ot 



your current 


, answei 


■ questions or give advice - all by phone, 24 hours a day, 




Plcj'c cal. 


364 da vs ate 


■* ar . What could he plainer than that? SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


034 J 6789 10 

r .’j//: i ovr Independent rinuTi^iul -1 Uvif.cr. 


$ 


Por your .protection, .your 


calk to Scottish Widow* may be recorded. Information or 


advice will onh be provided on Scottish Widows products. Issued by Scottish Widows' Fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. 
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made simple 

Share in an 
instant portfolio 


Red ail over: The huge cost of agreed overdrafts 

Annual costof an authorised ovefdirft of £500, used for'one week everyjTOifc - f . : '£ 






1m c-stine in a broad range of 
companies reduces the risks 
associated with buying 
shares, for (hose that do weQ 
will, one hopes, make up for 
those that do not. However, 
it is important to remember 
that it does noi eliminate the 
risk. If the stock market gen- 
erally falls so does the value 
of a portfolio. 

Because of minimum 
charges for buying and sell- 
ing. small individual share- 
holdings are not an economic 
proposition. The minimum 
investment should ideally be 
E2.IXK However, there is a 
way of securing an instant 
pon folio: a unit trust. 

The concept is simple. 
Investors' funds are pooled 
and dK ided into a number of 
units, each investor receiving 
a number of noils in propor- 
tion to their investment. Typ- 
ically. an equity-based trust 
w ill im c<-t in the shares of 50 
n> li H i companies with no sin- 
gle bolding exceeding 10 per 
cent of the fund. 

Professional investment 
managers decide which 
shares to sell and which to odd 
to the shareholding, with the 
aim of achieving the trust's ob- 
jective. This may be to max- 
imise income, the growth in 
value of the units, or a com- 
bination of the two. The in- 
vestments arc held in the 
name of an independent 
trustee (hence the name unit 
trust 1 who is responsible for 
ensuring there is no foul play. 

Unit trust managers gen- 
erally cover their expenses 
and make their profits in two 
way s. The ‘initial charge" is 
added to the price at which 
investors buy units from the 
unit trust managers. There is 
also an annual management 
charge, up to i_> per cent of 
the total value. 

There are over 1.500 unit 
trusts in the UK. They are 
divided into a number of cat- 
egories according to then- 
aims and the geographic area 
in which the funds are in- 
vested. For example, there 
are trusts which just invest in 
the UK with a view to achiev- 
ing growth. income ora com- 
bination of the two aims. 
Others invest internationally. 
Some trusts are far riskier 
than others. 

For this reason, first-time 
investors should only con- 


sitter more general unit trusts 
such as “balanced^ or “man- 
aged” funds which invest in 
bonds and cash as well as 
shares. Alternatively, con- 
sideration should be given to 
[tracker” funds which invest 
in the 100 largest companies 
in the UK. 

As Anne McMeehan of 
the Association of Unit 
Trusts and Investment Funds 
(Autif) states: “Unit trusts 
are absolutely ideal for Lhe 
novice investor.” However, 
do remember that not all unit 
trusts perform the same. Past 
performance tables are 

found in Monty Management 
and What Investment?, avail- 
able monthly from the larger 
newsagents. 

The tables show how 
much an initial investment of 
£1,000, made at different 
periods in the past, is worth 
today if its net income has 
been reinvested. Ideally pick 
a fund which shows a consis- 
tent performance over all 
periods - and the longer the 
better. Do not pay too much 
attention to those which have 
done well in the past year as 
this may be a fluke. 

Also, do not be influ- 
enced by the excellent per- 
formance of a trust in a 
different category to the one 
at which you were originally 
looking, as it could be a 
riskier investment and not 
meet your requirements. 
Never forget that past per- 
formance is no guarantee of 
the future. 

The previous day's buying 
and selling prices, as well as 
yields - which is the pre-tax 
income expressed as a per- 
centage of the previous day’s 
buying price - are published 
in The Independent. Most 
trusts have a minimum in- 
vestment of £500 or £1,000. 
It is often possible to invest 
a regular sum each month. 
Payments start from £30 to 
£50. Spreading the acquisi- 
tion in this way is an excel- 
lent way of making a first step 
into the stock market. 

— John Andrew 
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Overdraft battle on the high street 


Once upon a time, you simply 
accepted that the price of going 
overdrawn, even if by agreement, 
would be a whopping rate of interest - 
plus an additional monthly fee of 
anything up to £10. 

Today, that picture is changing. But 
some customers will pay a heavier 
price, as Andrew Verity reports. 


A pack on unit trust imesmient 
is mailable from Autif. It in- 
cludes the Vser's Handbook', . 
giving guidance on how in- 
vestors should select a tmst and 
also contains a glossary of 
terms. Call 0181-207 1361 


“Royal Bank of Scotland unleashes guerrilla 
assault on ‘harbingers of doom' - shock.” 
Though the headlines were not quite as dramatic 
os the one above, the bank’s recent initiative on 
overdrafts marks a new stage in the battle for 
customers. 

The attack on so-called “harbingers of doom" 
was aimed at senior bankers from Clydesdale 
Bank, RJBS's local rivals, whose own soothsayers 
are forecasting the demise of free banking with- 
in the next few years. 

Royal Bank disagrees. Instead of accepting 
defeat on this front it has taken its fight for free 
banking into territory dear to the hearts of 
students, loss-making small businessmen and 
recent divorcees: overdraft fees. 

From 1 December, all account holders have 
the chance to dip comfortably into overdraft with 
no arrangement fee or monthly service charge 
-just a relatively reasonable rate of interest 1.25 
per cent a month. 

The biggest change lies in the scraping of a 
monthly fee - usually between £5 and £8 - still 
levied by most big banks on customers who go 
overdrawn, even when by agreement 

Pressing home the assault, the bank noted that 
for an authorised overdraft of £500 which is used 


for one week every month, Lloyds Bank will take ■ 
£116 from its customer, Barclays charges £80 and 
NatWest charges £79. Bank of Sco (land believes 
it deserves a grand £142 for the service. 

Royal Bank of Scotland will take a mere 
£20.71 - only beaten by Midland with £15. 

Andy March ant head of current accounts at 
REIS, says: “Those who have forecast the end 
of free banking have completely’ misread the 
situation. Increased competition within the 
industry means that customers are receiving an 
even better deal. 

“Most of our customers operate their current 
account within an agreed overdraft limit. We are 
recognising those customers who conduct their 
current account in a responsible manner and they 
will greatly benefit from our new policy." 

Royal Bank’s move runs against the grain of 
a convention in banking which is captured in the 
saying, “Owe a banker £5 and you are at his 
mercy: owe him £500ra and he is at yours." 

Traditionally, banks do not mind losing 
customers with piffling, unprofitable debts: if 
those customers stay, the interest paid may not 
cover the cost of servicing the overdraft. So they 
charge high rates of interest and levy fees for 
the administration work of confirming the over- 
draft. 

Even in Royal Bank's case, this approach has 
not been entirely abandoned It has financed part 
of its cost-cutting by boosting fees for unau- 
thorised overdrafts. These have charges which 
sound more familiar: fees of £15 a month. Interest 
is nearly double that of an authorised overdraft 
at 2.45 per cenu or a whopping 29.4 per cent APR 
a year. NatWest will hit savers with a £50 initial 
fee, interest at 33.8 per cent APR and a fright- 
ening daily fee of £3.50. 

Other banks penalise unauthorised overdrafts 
in similar fashion. The reasoning behind the high 


charges is that banks regard unauthorised over- 
drafts as an irritation. 

They present a greater risk to the bank be- 
cause they can no longer have confidence that 
their customers will not draw more than a pre- 
agreed amount. So every single transaction has 
to be monitored Instead of a note on a com- 
puter file, the bank has to waste staff time in mon- 
itoring the accounts. 

Lesson: get it authorised If a similar over- 
draft bas been arranged before, a simple tele- 
phone call will usually suffice. 

Banks with hi g h charges for authorised over- 
drafts have mounted something of a defence to 
the guerrilla tactics of Royal Bank and Midland 
They point to what has become known as the 
“pink" or “buffer” zone, an automatic overdraft 
usually of £100, which does not need to be 
authorised and involves no fees. 

A spokeswoman for Lloyds TSB adds: 
“Charges and interest relating to overdrafts do 
not affect most customers as 70 per cent never 
go overdrawn. 

“Overdrafts are a flexible form of borrowing 
which allow customers to dip in and out The 
charges should be seen in the context of over- 
all packages which include free in-credit banking 
and access to thousands of branches and ATMs 
across the country." 

Here, Royal Bank is again injecting fresh com- 
petition into retail banking. Last week, it became 
the first traditional bank to offer its customers 
access to any of the 22,000 cash machines across 
the UK - free of charge. 

So what lies behind this sudden burst of com- 
petitive fervour? 

The answer lies in a fresh injection of ener- 
gy to the banking sector - and a mushrooming 
number of new companies. Just when you 
thought the banking sector had been reduced 


to four - Lloyds TSB, Midland, NatWest .and 
Barclays - new players are rushing in. - 

Halifax, Alliance & Leicester, Abbey National, 
Northern Rock and others have entered the 
sector. Fresh from making themselves popular 
by converting billions of pounds of members’ 
funds into cash handouts, they mean business. 
One in four current accounts are now beld not 
with the traditional providers. 

Instead monthly wages go into the former 
building societies or Midland’s telephone bank- 
ing arm. Even those which have stayed as 
mutual budding societies, such as Nationwide, 
are fighting for the same business. 

A quick look at the overdraft fees of the new 
banks casts a fresh light on Royal Bank's ini- 
tiatives: it only looks cheap next to some of its 
traditional rivals. For an overdraft of £500 one 
week a month for a year, the same example as 
above, Halifax will charge just £15.47. Abbey 
National only wants £12.95. Alliance & Leicester 
has whittled it down to the cheapest rate of all 
-£10.96 (see table above). 

But even the new h anks will not take kindly 
to- customers who bust their limits. If a customer 
incurred a £500 unauthorised overdraft for one 
week a month, Halifax would hit him or her for 
£222.10 over the year. 

The traditional banks are trying to fight back 
without further painful cost-cutting by offering 
enhanced service. Rather than slashing overdraft 
fees, Barclays prefers to do something which it 
points out could benefit all customers. It is 
piloting a new type of quarterly bank statement, 
tailored to each individual customer, to show all 
of their financial arrangements - mortgages, life 
assurance, pensions and credit cards- at a glance. 
So long as these arrangements arc laid on by Bar- 
clays, of course. The big four high-street banks 
are determined, it seems, to fight back. 
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Pension policies for women 


The TUC is calling on the 
Government to set up a per- 
manent telephone helpline pro- 
viding advice for women on 
pensions after its own helpline 
was swamped by more than 
100.000 calls in its first week. 

The line was kept open for 
a second week but only about 


2,000 calls a week could be dealt 

with. 

For the TUC’s faclsheets, 
send a large stamped addressed 
envelope to: TUC Women and 
Pensions Eactsbeets, Congress 
House, Great Russell Street 
London WC1B 3LS. 

-Clifford German 
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Call local rates 0345 73 83 93 

for a free information pack, quoting the 
reference below. Lines open weekdays 
9am-6pm, weekends 10am-4pm. 

Or complete the coupon below in block 
capitals and return it (no stamp 
required) to: 

Norwich Union Portfolio Services Ltd 
FREEPOST ANG 4247, 

Norwich NR1 3BR 



Guaranteed Cover, 25 Year Term 
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Direct Line Imtant Access Account 
BALANCE 


Age 30 

Eagle Star 

£11.93 

Age 35 

Eagle Star 

£17.99 

Guardian 

£1140 

Zurich 

£ISLS1 

\ln»in Direct 

£1154 

Canada Life 

£18.90 

Canada Life 

£1160 

Direct Line 

£18.98 

Legal & General 

£1170 

Scottish Provident 

£19213 
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WOMEN (NON SMOKER) 


Tax free! 


Age 30 

Eagle Star 
Virgin Direct 
Guardian 
Legal & General 
Direct Line 


Age 35 

Eagle Star 
Legal & General 
Virgin Direct 
Direct Line 
Canada Life 


Direct Line Standard Variable Mortgige Rate 

VARIABLE RATE _ 

AU rare* correct at 3rd October 1997. 
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So you want to 
be a venture 
capitalist 


The- best- performing 
venture capital 
fihvestment trust over 
the past five years is 
managed by Foreign & 
Colonial. So, as it 
happens, is the worst. 
Confused? Pouf Slade has 
the answers. 


If you had put £1,000 into 
F&Cs Enterprise Trust at the 
end of August 1992, that money 
would now be worth £5,295. It 
on the other hand, you had 
plumped for the same sector’s 
East German trust - also man- 
aged by F&C - your £1,000 
would now be worth just £180. 

In facL, F&C took over the 
collapsing trust from German 
fund managers Ermagassen 
earlier this year and is cur- 
rently running it “for realisa- 
tion”. In other words, F&C has 
the thankless task of trying to 
extract what little cash remains 
for shareholders before wind- 
ing up the trust altogether. 

But these twin examples 
neatly sum up the two extremes 
of venture capital investment 
Get it right, and the rewards are 
high - the top UK general in- 
vestment trust's equivalent re- 
turn was just £3,311. But get it 
wrong, and the results are 
disastrous. 

F&C Ventures managing 
director James Nelson, who 
manages the Enterprise trust, 
“It’s a different form of 
risk. We manage a more con- 
centrated portfolio, so you 
haven't got as much diver- 
sification. But the other side of 
the coin is that we're investing 
in companies where we have di- 
rect contact with the managers 
and continuing monitoring 
throughout” ' " 

The Enterprise trust invests 
in about 60 companies, with its 
largest 10 states accounting 
for about 60 per cent of funds 
under management. 

The higher degree of risk 
attached to venture capital 

« vestment led the last govern- 
ent to create a string of 
investment vehicles designed to 


give tax breaks OP money go ing 
into risky start-ups or ex- 
panding companies. The most 
recent of these schemes, created 
in 1993, is the venture capital 
trust 

But VCIk. like Business Ex- 
pansion Schemes before them, 
were soon hedged round with 
all sorts of guarantees and 
Clever financial gimmicks which 
meant well-off investors could 
get all the tax breaks at little or 
no risk In his own first Budget, 
on 2 July, Gordon Brown an- 
nounced that a crackdown on 
the schemes would take effect 
immediately, even though the 
new rales themselves wOl not be 
announced until next spring. 

David Oliver, a tax partner 
at accountants Arthur Ander- 
sen, says: “We know that there 
are new rules coming in, and we 
know that we’re in them al- 
ready. We just don't know what 
they are.” 

UntD the details emerge, 
Oliver's advice is to consider 
only those VCIS which have no 
outside underwriting or any 
form of guarantee. “It’s got to 
be genuine risk capital money 
and. therefore, money which 
people can afford to lose,” he 
says. **VCB are really for the 
serious investor who has got sig- 
nificant assets. If 1 had £200,000 
that I wanted to invest 1 might 
put, say, 10 per cent into a VCX 
If £20,000 was all 1 had, I 
wouldn’t put it in this sort of 
thin g” 

Other forms of venture cap- 
ital investment, however, may 
be suitable for a small part of 
even the most modest investor's 
portfolio. In Nelson’s own fond 
— which has a savings scheme, 
starting at £25 a month- small 
investors now account for about 
20 per cent of foods, against just 
5- per cent two -or three years 
ago. 

Nelson says: “I think some 
people have gpt to the stage in 
assembling their portfolio, 
whether it’s through PEPS or 
monthly savings schemes, 
where they've got all the more 
established or conventional 
funds, and are looking for 
something a little bit extra on 
the edge." 


Venture and deyetopmerrt .capital inyesbTient.ln»ts . 


Top Three 
F&C Enterprise 
Candover 
EJectra 


£5,295 

£3.550 

£3,326 


Bottom Three 
Mercury Grosvenor 
Radiotrust 
East German 


£2,089 

£1,903 

£180 


UK general fenMtynnt trusts 
Top Three 

Finsbury Trust £3.311 
ttercury Keystone £3,275 
Finsbury Growth £2,912 


Bottom Three 

Edinburgh LK Tracker £2,308 
Edinburgh investment £2,179 
Murray Split Capital £1,926 

Pejtonr^owrflrey^ J997, 

£1000 1 
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because of its wide choice of tax-free investments, consistent performance and selection as the Financial Advisers’ 
favourite for the last four years running,** more people invest in unit trusts through Perpetual s Persmral Eqmty Plan than 

any other PER* 

If you’d like to -find out why more people trust their PEP to Perpetua , mmmmtti - 

talk to your Financial Adviser, call our Investor Support Unit on 01491 416123, P^fpCtll fl l 

or -complete the coupon. “ 



1.Q c+ofinn Road Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1AF. Regulated by IMRO. 
To* Peroetual Portfolio Management Limited, PO Box 1M, 47-49 St ’ imporeroc Please print dearly. 

Please send me further details on Perpetual’s award-winning PEP. 
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I^ETO VIEW: WITH GOOD 


KITCHENS 



Pbn t-y-Mwnywr Collages at Uanferres, Denbighshire is a pair of cottages - one with 
two bedrooms, one with three, on Ihc banks of the River AJyn IS miles from Chester. 
The kitchens in both have Burler-style sinks with ash wood drainers to each side. The 
first cottage also has a cream oil-fired Aga and, in die drawing room, a wood-burning 
stove. Collage two has a wood-panelled drawing room. Outside, there is a sunken ter- 
raced rose garden. Price for the pair is £225,000 says Strutt & Parker (01244 320747). 


Smithy Cottage near Blandfoid Rjnun in Dorset has a 13ft kitchen fitted with 
wooden-ftonted units, double-bowl stainless steel sink unit and built-in hob, 
fridge and double oven. There is a water softener for drinking water, wine 
store and walk-in larder. The thatched four-bedroom house has a wood bum- 
ingstove in the sitting room, an office/stzxSo and triple garage. For sale through 
GA Town & Country for £235.000 (01258 453711). 


-THIS IS NOW 


Searching for a little place in the country? Good luck 


£emand is once again high for 
cottages in the Home Counties 
but, as Penny Jackson discovers, 
quality, location and amenities are 
key factors in successful sales, and 
the second- horn e/com muting 
lifestyle is not to everyone^ taste 


A Home Counties estate agent the other 
day was lamenting the fort that he had to 
turn down a cash buyer for his own house 
because he could find nothing he liked. In 
his frustration, he said, he could understand 
why someone would pay well over the ask- 
ing price when the right house finally came 
along. 

fy But these inflated prices are not typi- 
cal of the country market as a whole but 
rather an extension of the demand from 
London for period family homes. 

They go for high prices because there 
aren't many of them and the competing buy- 
ers are probably using the proceeds of a 
London sale or can even afford (o buy out 
of tbeir salaries. If you are selling a Geor- 
gian rectory you could be excused from be- 
lieving that there’s a property boom. Other 
people see a rather more cautious market. 

Take an area like the South Hams in 
Devon, for instance. Normally October is 
a busy period as people return after the 
summer having decided to move there per- 
manently or to buy a second home. 

However, Madeline Marchand of Maro- 
flnd Petit, is seeing a great deal of activ- 
ity but not many deals. The story is familiar 
- nobody, it seems, wants to take second 
best “If the market were realty buoyant and 
strong, they would,” she says. “Whether it’s 
roses round the door, a lovely apartment, 
or simply good parking, virtually no one will 
compromise whether it is a second or main 
home. Only the waterside properties have 
realty jumped ahead. Generally Devon has 
not returned to its Eighties peak.” 

So what has happened to the fortunes 
of the small country cottage, the second 
homes that were snapped up like trophies 
during the Eighties? In the Cotswolds, tra- 



Mary Humphries’ cottage in Kingston Lisle, Oxford sh ire: she and her family are finally packing up after II years 


ditionalty prime territory for the second 
home-owner, Diane Meams of Hamptons 
International, sees £100,000 to £150,000 as 
still the maximum most want to pay. 

“If people pay a lot for a second home, 
you usually ford they spend a great deal 
more time there than just weekends and 
they may only have a fiat in London,'’ she 


says. “Families are not as keen, though, as 
they were on second homes and would 
rather spend more on their main house." 

Sue Bond bought her 18th-century 
weaver’s cottage in Sbeepscombe, Glouces- 
tershire when she was single. Now, 10 years 
on and with two children she is selling. 

“You have to be regimented if you are 


to get the most out of the weekend, but it 
was always worth it A local girl looked af- 
ter my horse which she would hand to me 
as I gave her the baby Her cottage, an the 
market with Hamptons for £125,000, ear- 
lier became the target of a fantasy buyer. 

“Surveys were done, time dragged on, 
but he never came up with die money." 


Photog-aph: John Lawrence 


Every summer estate agents are inundat- 
ed with holiday-makers who say they want 
a permanent bolthole. Many fall by the way- 
side, but those who remain enamoured with 
the idea could do worse than buy now. 

John D Wood's Newbury office finds 
oa nun u lability at the top of a buyer’s wish 
list. “They know exactly where they 


want to be," says Nick Hoie-Jones. 

“ Second home owners often use a 
small cottage as a toy for five years to test 
the water. They then might be somewhere 
larger or move into the country perma- 
nently. But they are very specific - quiet 
lanes, a pub, preferably a free house with 
decent food, and a small store." 

Indeed, a two-bedroom thatched cottage 
with a small kitchen and ingjenook fireplace 
is a romantic retreat until babies have to 
be accommodated. Mary Humphries and 
her husband have bad their listed cottage 
in Kingston Lisle, Oxfordshire for 11 
years, but now can’t face the upheaval at 
weekends. “We tend to be more home- 
based these days. We will miss the walks 
and the village life but there does come a 
time with children when packing up the car 
on a Friday becomes more fraught even 
though it’s an easy journey." 

Perhaps the area that has seen the 
sharpest recovery in demand for cottages 
is Norfolk, specifically along foe north coasL 
It has long been regarded as good value for 
money and since London prices have shot 
up, so has the competition hotted up for 
the limited suppty of traditional brick and 
flint cottages. 

Michael Bedford, from the Burnham 
Market office of Bedfords, has an un- 
precedented nil suppty on his books. “The 
last snail cottage we had for sale had three 
people fighting over it We have seen some 
crazy prices. A cottage on the market for 
£95.000 went well over the asking price in 
the end. People will wait for years for the 
right kind of cottage in a good location." 

Generally, though, cottages which have 
risen in price by a modest 8 to 10 per cent 
in the last year have not kept pace with the 
increases of country houses of at least 20 
percent. Estate agents witnessing the in- 
flated prices paid for family homes believe 
the potential of cottages with land are be- 
ing overlooked. “If I were moving to the 
country that is exaetty where I would be buy- 
ing now,” says Nick Hole -Jones. 

Mary Humphries' cottage is for sale through 
JohnD Wbod, Newbury office ala guide price 
of £130,000. 


Now to make fame come knocking at your (exquisite Georgian) door 


y having Naomi 
ipbell round your 
;e and getting paid 
t? For some, this 

ore than just a 
m - as long as 
are prepared to 
pt scores of other 
»le also trailing 
ugh their homes 
location shoot, 
ra Vedrickos takes out 
ilapperboard 


lid have Naomi 
juse guest but - 
n’t the attraction: 
house was. K>r 
a Norman Shaw 
ie built in 1S7S. 
itering bis ptop- 



trials, television 


rouse which is 
loft 

id of his home 
5 unimpressed 
in the music 
cw people like 


insi de their 
son of Loca- 
they would. 


“WC look for anything from a 
smart kitchen for an Oxo ad to 
a bog standard one for Bold. It 
depends what we need. We’re 
looking for a flat with a rubbish 
chute coming out of it but 
haven’t found one yet- r 

Margaret at the Location 
Company echoes the notion 
that an ordinary property can 
be as sought-after as a stately 
home but admits: “We do like 
large, aspirational properties 
with clean lines, wooden floors 
and preferabty within the M25, 
but it's not just yuppie flats, we 
need boring little semis with 
privet hedges as well." 

She warns that whatever 
• iype of home you have, space 
is vital. Film crews, photo- 
graphic equipment and possi- 
bly caterers need room to 
manoeuvre. All agencies are 
loath to accept anywhere that 
appears cluttered. 

But using your house as a lo- 
cation may not win you neigh- 

bour of the year award. Jadcson 

cautions: "We tell clients to 
speak to their neighbours be- 
fore filming starts. Otherwise 
people wake up at 7am to a 
street fall of trucks, lights and 
a generator going and think, 
•What the bloody hell's that?’' 

Miles Ridley, who lives op- 
posite the Greenwich house 
where the Mrs Merton gas 
board ad was filmed recently, 
was incensed to find lights and 

acrewoutade his window as he 

tried to eat hindu “No, I wasn’t 



Castle 
Howard, 
setting for 
'Brideshead 
Revisited’ 
with Antony 
Andrews 
and Jeremy 
Irons- but 
there is also 
a market 
for more 
humble Trim 
locations 


able to compensate home- 
owners folly . 

For most people things 
don't go wrong and nearly all 
are keen to loan their homes 
again. If you live in a large “as- 
pirationaTloft space in London 
you could find yourself very 
popular. But if the only re- 
markable feature of your borne 
is a rubbish chute you may be 
luckier than you think. 

Location Works 0171-494 0888; 
The Location Company 0171- 
637 7766; Lavish Locations 
0282-742 2992; Location Wise 
0171-603 5454; LB Greenwich 
Film Locations 0181-312 5662 


deeply honoured by the whole 
experience. In fact I was tempt- 
ed to go out and have, as 
Mrs Merton would say, a heat- 
ed debate.” 

Because of past problems, 
the London Borough of Greenr 
wich employs a film locations 
officer who liaises between 
anyone wanting to 61® and 
residents. Harvey Edgington 
took up his post after filming 
oiThe Krays caused inhabitants 
of a tiny street in a conserva- 
tion area immense difficulties 


with night shooting and severe 
parking congestion. 

“Some people thought it 
was the best thing ever, others 
weren't too impressed at find- 
ing their front doors painted a 
different colour when they got 
home. Film crews now speak 
directly to me if they want the 
street lights off or bins collect- 
ed that day ’ 

In Greenwich, residents ap- 
proach the borough direct Of- 
ficers lake photos of your home 
for a database which film com- 


panies can look at Edgington 
negotiates fees, including one 
for the borough, and draws up 
the contract between the com- 
pany and the resident 
Most agencies ask people in- 
terested in having their homes 
used for locations to ring before 
sending in photos- When an 
agency accepts photos of your 
home, details go on to a data- 
base for production compa- 
nies to choose from. It’s free to 
register but agencies charge be- 
tween 10 and 15 per cent com- 


mission if your home is used. 

Sadly there are no perks for 
neighbours but for those whose 
homes are used the financial re- 
wards can be great if you don’t 
mind disruption. Major film 
companies can pay up to £2,000 
a day to film inside your home. 

A ge ncies give guidelines but 
it’s up to you what to accept 
For stills photography the fees 
are less but so is the disruption. 
Bates finds this a more attrac- 
tive option: “I was offered 
£5,000 for a crew to film for five 


days but it meant 70 people 
trailing through my house daily. 
I know what film crews are like 
and the damage to walls and 
carpets it would mean so 1 
said ‘No way’." 

Ail agencies admit that 
damage is common. lights get 
dropped on carpets and furni- 
ture is dented 

Agencies should make sure 
that the company filming in 
your home has adequate pub- 
lic liability insurance. If things 
go horribly wrong they must be 


So you wanna 
be in movies? 

Speak to an agency first to 
see what they are looking 
for. 

Send in a variety of photos 
malting sure to emphasise 
space and avoiding clutter. 

Deride if you are prepared 
to risk a film crew or pre- 
fer stills shoots only. 

Check that any company 
using your home is ade- 
quately insured 

Warn your neighbours 
about any filming 
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THE KITCHEN SINK 


What the 
butler 


never saw 


Cappuccino is to the kitchen 
sink whai avocado is to the bath- 
room suite. So if you are the 
owner of a muddy beige sink, 
you are seriously out of date. 

It could even affect your 
chances of getting the best 
price when selling your prop- 
erty. Almost every survey by es- 
tate agencies and mortgage 
lenders puts a designer- name 
kitchen at the top of a buyer’s 
must-have list, after location, 
price and garage. It’s one of the 
few improvements that pays 
for itself when you come to seD 
(unlike double glazing, or re- 
decorating in neutral shades). 

According to the latest issue 
of Which ? a new kitchen is one 
of the few house improvements 
to add value to a properly, h is, 
after all, off-putting to view a 
house where the sink looks as 
though it’s used regularly for 
cleaning paintbrushes. 

It may sound silly to regard 
the humble kitchen sink as a 
fashion statement But it's no 
accident that estate agents 
throw in as many high-profile 
brand names as possible in 
sales details. Buyers like to. 
think they're getting a classy, 
product - even better, an 
pensive fitting that they haven’t 
paid for themselves. 

Canon Phoenix in Falkirk, 
Scotland, is one of Europe’s 
leaders of kitchen sink d rama tis 
personae. One of their top of 
the range products sounds like 
a fitting Fred and Wilma Flint- 
stone mi ght have bragged about 
to their Stone Age neighbours: 


a sink made from granite. The 
coloured quartz crystals are 
ground and bonded with 20 per 
cent acrylic resin, then, during 
manufacture, the crystals are 
forced to the surface, making 
the sink as bard as rock. 

Dropping pots in it, pou ring 
boiling water over it and clat- 
tering cutlery around in it will 
not cause stains or chips, the 
makers claim It comes in a 
range of colours includin g slate 
grey and oatmeal -and-white. 

In Savills' most recent sur- 
vey of buyers, stainless steel was 
the most favoured kitchen sink’ 
finish. Polished Metal Prod- 
ucts — which also produce the 
more traditional fireclay Bench 
farmhouse s inks - have just 
launched a new range of Soft 
Option stainless steel sinks, fo. 
spued by a Canadian design. 
They have an unusual, rolled 
edge which fits snugly under the 
surrounding surface and creates 
a waterproof seaL 

Currently the hot favourite 
of developers fitting out High- 
priced warehouse conversions, 
the professional cook look 
matches stainless steel cup- 
boards and cookers. Prices start 
at £195 for a small bowl and rise 
to £415 for a two bowl com- 
bination. Matching taps by 
Asquith, Philippe Starck and 
Diverso of Italy will add up to 
another £241, depending on 
finish and style. 

Franke (another estate 
agent buzz-word) have ex- 
ploited the demand for purified 
water by producing a three-way 
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Stone Age chic Cannon PhoenixV ‘gr anted sfepirajre; 
made from quartz crystals bonded vkitii ^ ; 
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Cornered: Franke, ever popular with estate agents, 
produce a neat design for a limited space ' 


Added value: research shows that a fine kitchen b one of four major factors affecting the saleability of a house - 
after location, price and garage. Here, the Artisan Kitchen, by John Lewis of Hungerford 


tap with an integrated water 
purification system. 

The Inflow comes with a 
range of taps, including porce- 
lain and Corian, to match the 
work surface. They also come 
in the currently popular pewter, 
and a two-tone nickel and gold. 
Prices start at £347. The com- 
pany’s comer sink designs, per- 


fect for kitchens that have been 
squeezed into oddly shaped 
conversions, start at around 
£270. 

Bald UK make a range of in- 
tegrated sink and worktops, 
which is handy if you want to re- 
place the whole top of the unit 
without fiddling about cutting 
into an existing worktop. Prices 


start at £58 a metre, plus VAX 
But some people will always 
be unimpressed by high-tech 
sink think, and go for the trad- 
itional Belfast or butler sink. 
The kitchen maker John Lewis 
of Hungerford says that the real 
Belfast sinks are too big and im- 
practical, so he imparts cast-iron 
sinks, coated in white enamel. 


from America. They still look 
right for the period and come 
in three different sizes, starting 
at £245 plus VAX 

Brass and Traditional Sinks, 
which make traditional farm- 
house, enamelled fireclay sinks, 
have developed French designs 
to suit the UK market. They 
also designed the New Yorker 


- a doifole-bowl fireclay sink - 
for the American market, but it 
works just as well in a British 
kitchen. The French jRumhbiise 
starts at £218, the New -Yorker 
at £371. All the taps areBritish 
made. 

Having spent a small fortune 
on your sink, you may find it 
painful to leave it behind when 
you move. But the Hereford- 
shire firm Berrington have 
made it possible to take every- 
thing and the kitchen sink. 
Their Classic En glish range is 
custom-built, free-standing 
kitchen furniture and includes 
a cupboard built around a 
butler sink byArmilage Shanks. 


The top and interiors are oasf 
the drawer polls solid, brass. A 
piece like this costs £L089, in- 
cluding taps but not including' 
delivery. As it is all free-: 
standing and fully finished, you 
don’t need to have it fitted. 
Apart from any electrical and 
plumbing connections, the furn- 
iture is loose, so you can take 
it with you when you go. ' 


Canon Phoenix (01324 638 321): 
Polished Metal Products (01291 
650455); Brass & Traditional Sinks 
(01291 650738); Bald UK ( 01933 
2259851; Franke ( 0161-436 6280); 
Berrington Furniture (01885 
410606) ;|£ 


TEL- 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


| "p- - •' • London Property" 


London Property 


HAND CRAFTED 
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS 


Keats Lodge 

Chase Side Crescent, Enfield Middlesex 
Open fii u rs hi I (fa m - 5pm 

Tel: 0181 -dm ^820 


One <1 two bedroom apartments from 


£ 80 , 100 * 



* • ;$ 


A lleyn Plaee 

A Hex a Park , Dulwich 


5 magnificent detached homes 


Tel: 0181-693 4321 for details 


| 1 VRVliV e\\A iiTLi;R 


90S \ 


Dencisa Pam • ei select ec 


S (OUX 


0 - 64 1 C I OOi 


newt 

j it 

. ... SMkSrI 

tor turtftci do. ids of all Rialto Homes dc'oiopuicnl'i telephone free on ' * -£-■» 

0800 731 3536 
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"Nei price reilecK (he benefits «,f this packaue on sekeU-d&f 


- --Auctions-v 


General Accident Auctions 


LONDON & SOUTH PROPERTY 
AUCTION 


Mainly By Order Of The Mortgagees 

27th OCTOBER 1997 
-BRANDS HATCH 
RACECOURSE 

34 Lots 



KENT, EAST/WEST SUSSEX. 
BEDFORDSHIRE, ESSEX, 
HERTFORDSHIRE, HAMPSHIRE, 
LONDON SE7, SUFFOLK, 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND SURREY 


Calls to this number cost 49p 3 minute. 
Fora taxed lilt ithis may involve a long call i call 
the Bomber opposite for further information. 
Fosback calls charged at GOpa minute. 
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Offices; FF Offices, 16(18 Grove Rood South. 
Soatheeo, Hants P05 3RD 


TOW*; 


Devon & Cornwall 




ifisp? 

IVnfwh vnn 

ST AUSTELL BAY 
CORNWALL 



Muten denied hew *iih 
ouWUiaJiiif haj itn, 

' : Roxpticts • Kiu±c* • UntjijTVC 
'4 Bokmxas 1 Praopol Bedroom with 
Babav ■ UPV'C DinMe Gfanng 
1 G»CH ' DuoHc Gmyr ' GanJetc. 
Offers m I be rcyjuo of GJIXBO 
Ctmtw 

Gewral Aerbtax Prap m ; S mka 
I TrWt}- Street, Si .Well 
CoranB. PL25 5LS 

01726 63371 


EAST DEVON 



Large Vlctoricn fdrmhou» 
wttti annexe Numerous 
OutbuMngs. courtyard, 
extensive paMna, 2 /.- acres. 
Rural vet TO mins M5. 1 m«e 
vlfloge. drop, school. 
Weed two tomies. ponies, 
harttaJturg Potenttai 
holiday accommodafton. 
storage, kennels 
Offers over £220.000 

Tel: 01884 277472 
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T -poking for q pr 




to bnv or rent? 


Well, now you can find the home of your dreams 
without leaving, your favourite armchair 


Just think, no more trekking around the 
Agents, no more wasted weekends viewing,' 
no more stress and strain. Our experts 
search and find, we match using our 
database, we view and make a video of 
your selected properties - and much more - 
while you just sit back and relax. 

H Find our more - call free on 0800-298 4312 
Fast, efficient and affordable - Fees from £30 

1** Pn>pwiJ Bo* Ltd. Deaton House, «H4 WMJow St, Landoo WCLX9HL 



Leicestershire 


MOQ&?- 

V>'YORK 


.numn' Mina. 



(market harborough 

lh27 Rectory, Edge Mkt. 
Town 1 Hr St P/FLcross, 

, 7 Beds, 4 RecepL Cons. 

'0 Fireplaces) fbeams/fires) 


1 !i Acres 


suit A nneve/ Office. 
Price Guide £A95fi00 

Tel: 01858 466488 


Berkshire 


Burgh i tela MIR, Berks. An exdu- 
hjwdP WHopmsni of only 15 im, 
“•“Jwd 5 beds country houses 

By Suon Homes baddng eflraefly 

onto tha Maters edge el the Auer 
Kennel. Prices from E360.000. 
Tot: 01734 S9S977 


% 


Scotland 


Dumfriesshire, 

near Thomhfll, in 
quiet village. Fully 
furnished cottage to 
let Nov. to Mar. 
£60pw. 

01380 723727 


lb Let Country 


lb Lst E Angfta w/e galaway SO 
mb London 2 bed cottage on pri. 
vate Mand £SOO pan. 1U: 01821 
788 451/ 788 273 ta 7B8 204. 



Docklands 


WATERSIDE RENTALS! 


cfamtd 


Jbc. locwd S taknna front Camy Whnf and 2 

out 


OMmlnB hwfcnwqi Spa 


fe. foraUKd and uAuanbed 


■ruling m O 90pw, wUpakgandpaoet: 

AT 

MERIDIAN place 

la London pndskns DocUanh. 

OtfWkh WinflanifOrdaiauBd^nio tainian osicwM 
MERIDIAN ESTATES 

TeL omS.’SP WALLl ^ ^ °OGS 

Td. 0171 538 5388 Fg 8171 SW CTT7 


Sell your home for as little ™ E , N0 ^ ENDENT 
as £50 per advertisement inde £^Pent 


Adverse your property thro^h the Independent and Independent on Sunday's highly successful 
Property Gallery; a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. ® y successtui 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Your Money or the Sunday Business sections. Your 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book the cheaper the cost per ad’- 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 
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How the hard facts 

undermine the case 

for ‘cut-price’ loans 



Nothing could be 
simpler that choosing a 
mortgage. You simpfy 
Jpkk the lender offering 
the best interest rates 
on the market, right? 
Wrong: as Nic Ccutti 
explains, taking out a 
loan involves more than 
opting for the lowest 
headline rate. 

The past few years have seen a 
dramatic increase in the num- 
ber of different mortages avail- 
able to borrowers. Barely a 

week passes without at least 100 

Dew loans hitting the market, re- 
placing offers - some available 
for only a few days - considered 
defunct by lenders. 

Choosing between them has 
become a lottery, a problem 
-compounded by the prolifera- 
Won of deals where the small 
print becomes more important 
than the key advantages of 
what is on offer. 

It is no surprise that many 
borrowers, both first-time buy- 
ers and - perhaps surprisingly 
- those seeking to re-mortgage 
are tempted by headline rates. 

These are the “teaser” ad- 
vertisements that promise an ul- 
tra-low annual percentage rate 
(APRj to borrowers. Yet any- 
one who wanders blindly into 
ibe maze could find themselves 
paying heavily for that special 
deal. Before deriding on the 
loan, there are several points to 
^xamine. 

^ The first is that APRs, the 
supposedly cast-iron mecha- 
nism for telling whether one rate 
from another, may be no such 
thing. For example, many 
lenders calculate their APRs on 


the assumption that the bor- 
rower will not necessarily revert 
to a standard variable rate at the 
end of the fixed or discounted 
period. 

The result has been mount- 
ing confusion as lenders apply 
whatever figure they like in re- 
spect of what they assume bor- 
rowers will pay in the long 
term. It pays therefore, for bor- 
rowers to ask whether the APR 
relates only to the headline 
period or the full duration of the 
loan. 

There are other issues to 
look at. one of them being the 
booking fee. Many lenders will 
charge £295 to arrange Lhc 
mortgage. But some will levy 
£395, while a handful have 
been known to levy as much at 
£695. At that price, the rate on 
offer would have to be amazing 
for it to be worthwhile. 

Alan Mudd. sales manager 
at John Charcol, the UK’s 
largest mortgage brokers, warns 
of another potential sting in the 
tail: "Look at the headline rate, 
coupled with the tie-in period 
when redemption penalties ap- 
ply. If you are looking to pay off 
part of your mortgage early, 
heavy penalties if you redeem 
in the first five years can be a 
sting in the tad you don't need." 

Yet many lenders still con- 
tinue with a policy that impos- 
es five-year redemption charges 
- such as six months-worth of 
interest — even for a two-year 
fixed rate deal. 

Mr Mudd adds: “Look very 
carefully at the rate that is 
being charged for cashback 
morgages [where a percentage 
of the loan is given back to you 
in cash]. What tends to emerge 
is that you geL charged a 
slightly higher rate for that 
cashback." 


Jim Chadwick, marketing 
director at Barclays Mortgages, 
gives one example of the pres- 
sures involved in trying to offer 
a lair deal to borrowers on cash- 
backs: “There has been a con- 
ception that headline price 
equals ‘best price’, but with 
contractual lock-ins to the 
lender - sometimes for many 

years - the sting is in the tall. 

“For a number of years wc 
were caught in the trap. Simply, 
we were concerned that locking 
customers in to variable rates 
for long period of time could be 
extremely dangerous to them, 

particularly if rates were to in- 
crease. We therefore set a lim- 
it of two years on lock-in period. 
But as returns from mortgages 
are driven by lock-ins this meant 
we could not offer the same lev- 
els of cashbacks and effective- 
ly withdrew from the price 
wars." 

Interestingly, one recent 
study shows that over a five-year 
period between April 1992 and 
April 1997, a £60,000 mortgage 
would have cost £22,159 in in- 
terest payments with Barclays 
Mortgages, whereas the sup- 
posedly more competitive Na- 
tionwide. Britannia and 
Bradford & Bingley charged be- 
tween £21,236 and £24,01 1 over 
the same period. 

As the facts become clearer, 
customers have tended to look 
deeper for value, many now be- 
ing prepared to use to Barclays 
for their loans. 

Alan Mudd, at John Char- 
cot, adds: “Borrowers should 
also look at the issue of com- 
pulsory insurances. Everyone 
needs insurance, but what I rec- 
ommend is that people should 
shop around first and get the 
best quote for the best home 
and contents policy. 



The nightmare you pay to avoid: many offers are linked to compulsory 
insurance - and the excessive price can make the whole deal a bad one 


“Then, they should compare 
it to the cost of compulsory in- 
surance on that attractive mort- 
gage rate. Quite often you will 
find that what a lender will 
charge for complushy insurance 
equates to 0.25 per cent on the 
mortgage rate.” On a £60,000 
interest-only loan, that means 
an extra £12 a month for 25 
years. 

John Charcol recommends 
that customers also check 
whether mortgage indemnity 
guarantees (MIGs), the insur- 


ance levied from borrowers to 
meet sums owed in the event of 
default, are applied and what 
Lhey are. Some lenders charge 
up to £1,000 more than others 
for the same-sized loan. 

As suggested last week, it 
also pays to find out when cap- 
ital repayments are deducted 
from the outstanding mortgage 
balance: monthly or daily. The 
monthly option can save £4*500 
in interest payments on a typi- 
cal £60,000 loan over 25 years. 

Finally, Mr Mudd advises, 


check, the lender's track record: 
“If they lag behind everyone in 
lowering rates and race to raise 
them, borrowers will end up 
paying more, no matter what the 
headline rate." 

Nic Ocuui personal finance ed- 
itor. has written a 27-page Guide 
to Mortgages, available five to 
readers of The Independent. The 
guide, sponsored by Barclays 
Mortgages, is available by calling 
0800 585691. Or fill in the 
coupon on page 3. 


... but some of the mortgages on offer look very tempting 


Now that the first round of con- 
versions from building society 
to banks has come to an end 
with Northern Rock making the 
switch, all those borrowers who 
were locked in to existing 
fl riders while awaiting windfalls 
Vire free to seek better deals. 

Abbey National's Autumn 
mortgage collection includes 


fixed rates of 6.49 per cent for 
five years for borrowers who 
want less than 75 percent loans 
to value, and 6.99 per cent for 
up to 95 per cent loans to val- 
ue. Bonuses of up to £325 are 
available to cover survey fees 
but a booking fee of £250 and 
Abbey’s own buildings and con- 
tents insurance are required, or 


the rate goes up by 02 per cent. 

A three-year fixed rate of 
6.45 per cent is available, and 
a 10-year rate of 7.59 per cent 
is available on loans up to 95 per 
cent ofvaluatkm, both with sur- 
vey bonus, booking fee and in- 
surance requirement attached. 
Fixed-rate loans until end-Jan- 
uary 2001 are available with the 


same trimmings and no lock-in 
period to follow on this one. 

Royal Bank of Scotland is of- 
fering 100 per cent loans at 7.79 
per cent feed for three years, 
7.89 per cent fixed for five 
years and 839 percent feed for 
10. Free unemployment cover 
is available for a year, while 
loans up to 95 per cent get lower 


rates and four years' free cover. 

Nationwide is offering an in- 
novative reducing feed rate 
mortgage which starts at 8J29 
per cent in year, one, falling to 
7.49 percent, 6.99 percent and 
then 5.99 per cent in year four, 
an average of 7.19 per cent. 
Capped mortgages, guaranteed 
not to exceed 8.99 per cent for 


three years, are available with- 
out redemption penalties. 

FirstMortgage has launched ‘ 
a three-year discounted vari- 
able-rate mortgage starting at 
5.95 per cent to complement its 
three-year 6.25 per cent fixed 
rate offer. 

- afford German 



The Houses 
can sell a home 


PENNY 

JACKSON 


When it comes to selling in 
the Camberwell/ Brixton 
area, a brochure with a pic- 
ture of the Houses of Par- 
liament works a dream. A 
house owner having enor- 
mous difficulty in selling her 
quiet family house in the 
same neck of the woods off 
Myaxt's Fields, a lovely bui 
little-known park, was 
amazed at the success of St 
Gabriel's Manors advertising 
ca mp aign. 

She looked enviously as 
City workers snapped up 
the apartments in a con- 
verted Victorian college 
which sold heavily on being 
two miles from Westmin- 
ster. In the meantime she 
was constantly having to ex- 
plain to sceptical buyers that 
no they didn't have problems 
with Brixton, and Okay there 
were a few rough spots but 
ail in all it was a very good 
area. Which is true, but it’s 
galling for honest folk to find 
that buyers prefer to take the 
word of a developer. 

The only thing that sur- 
prises Simon Coan of 
Winkworth, who knows the 
area well, and used to take 
his children to Myatfs Fields 
in preference to Battersea 
Park is the prices people are 
prepared to pay in some 
south London develop- 
ments. 

And as soon as the words 
loft or split level are men- 
tioned, buyers seem to lose 
all reason. “They come to us 
saying they have a lovely stu- 
dio flat and want £130,000 
for it, and I have to tell them, 
not in a million years. I al- 
ways ask why they paid so 
much for it As for the Far 
East buyers, they see a line 
saying 10 minutes by taxi to 
the West End and then pay 
through the nose."' 

* 

At least the Far East in- 
vestors who have just bought 
off-plan in Galliard Homes’ 
Butlers Wharf development 
can pinpoint exactly where 
they are. Right on the wa- 
terside between the Design 
Museum and Pont de la 
Tour in what is now a car 
part Spice Quay, a 92-apart- 


raent block, according to 
the architectural drawings, 
will not be apeing its ware- 
house neighbour, opting in- 
stead for glass balconies 
among other features. There 
is not much chance that buy- 
ers will do a White House 
(Galliards' enormously suc- 
cessful South Bank venture) 
and queue all night. 

This Galliard and Frog- 
more development has sold 
so well in the Far East that 
only 23 apartments remain 
unsold. However, they expect 
nearly aJJ of those to go to 
owner-occupiers since the 
rental yield on apartments 
that start in price at £400,000 
is not high. A 1,900 sq ft 
duplex apartment over two 
floors is being sold for 
£850,000. Shops and 
restaurants are being built 
into the ground- floor 
scheme, and a new multi- 
storey car park is going up 
behind Butlers Wharf. Sales: 
0181-508 8881 
* 

What can compare 
though with the restoration 
of the last of Regent’s Park 
terraces? After four years of 
meticulous work, Cambridge 
Gate now houses a splendid 
40-room mansion and 23 
apartments. 

No.l, the mansion, is a 
cool £ 15 m and comes with its 
own bespoke Rolls-Royce 
Silver Spur as well as eight 
bedroom suites, six reception 
room, three kitchens, a li- 
brary, study and orangery. 

At 16300 sq ft it is one of 
London's largest residences 
and is not short of useful lit- 
tle gadgets, like a glass- 
domed swimming pool 
which transforms into a ball- 
room at the press of a 
button. 

Eleven of the apartments 
have been released in the 
first phase, the largest of 
which is more than 6,000 
square feet. 

Six apartments have al- 
ready been sold to a mix of 
UK. American and Middle 
Eastern buyers. 

Prices range from £I.9m 
to £3m. Agents are De 
Groot Colds: 0171-235 8090. 


TEL* 0171 293 2222 
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The Professional Residential 
Letting & Management Service 

With over 130 years of local experience you can 
trust Daniel Watney to look after your property. 

We already let and manage a wide residential 
portfolio and due to recent demancl urgently 

require more quality properties in and around 

theGty. 

For advice on all aspects of residential letting 

and management do contact us. 

DANIEL WATNEY 
The Charterhouse 
Charterhouse Square 
London EC1M 6AP 

Fax: 0171 608 0117 
Telephone: 0171 253 4414 

CLERKENWELL BARBICAN 
ISLINGTON CITY WEST END 


London Properly 


][ 


London Property 


Daniel Smith 

RESIDENTIAL 

191 KENN1NCTON LANE. LONDON SEU 5QS. TEL: 0171 736 9510 



WEST SQUARE SE11 


A selection of AfS bedroom Grade II feted Georgian booses in one of the bed locations in Kmniagion. The bouses overlook (bis 
dcrfightfal ginks square at (be from ami the Imperial War Museum » Ibe rear. The accommodation is versatile and incorporates a 
glazed rear reception room and roaster bedroom suite. There is secure parting at ibe rear of ibe properties with a puage or parking 

space for each house. 

FROM £475,000 FREEHOLD 

0171 735 9510 

Fax 0t7i SS2 3*75 


ST. JAMES SQUARE, SW1 
ROSE & CROWN YARD 

NEW APARTMENTS TO LET IN THE 
HEART OF THE WEST END 

« BUILT TO HIGH SPECIF1CA210N 

♦ 1,2 AND 3 BEDROOM 
♦GARAGING. VIDEO ENTRY AND ALARM 

♦ FROM £400 PER WEEK 

TEL: 0171-403 3030 

Q.ES. FLAT MANAGEMENT LTD 
1 THE (MCLE, 

QUEEN ELIZABETH SI, 
LONDON, SE1 


Midlands 


PANORAMIC SEA items from Otto 
six bed, two fcjxwy bath Victorian 
houao. 1<ho car gteagi, QCK DO. 
Largs terraced garden, sixteen 
trvtt ireac. fantastic sunset*. 5 
mbi tram U63, 1.5 imp* from 
Snowdonia or Lake District 
£139,000. PIMM Ml; 0151 530 
Z2SZ. 


France 


FOR SALE In couth of francs 
(Dopt Auda) In viSage bewnren 
saa and mountains, chancing 
atone buSdbtg (aft ***•*♦ entej. 
95m sq, 9m high; with garden, 
293m sq. Interesting poaaUUM 
for convarston to resktanco. FF 
210,000. TH/FW 0033 «0 4377 
05 


Overseas Property 


flM-IHMrlHH-MNL 

■BEB-flm-KUV-IHU.EK 


FREE MAGAZINES 




far war FHS an canalSe Ml 

arietta Id 

MKRSroexnOUfiWBUa 

aw* 



Wiltshire 



GOTHIC 

GATEHOUSE 

SALISBURY 

dose to the river, 
park and Watrnneadcws, 
400 yards form the shops. 
2 receptions, 
Jatchea/brealcfist roam 
3 bedrooms 2 bathrooms. 
Gas CH 
£220,000 
HUMBERTS 
01722 324422 
MYDDELTON 
AND MAJOR 
01722 33757S 


To 

advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Property 
Team 
on 

0171 293 
2302/2343. 


Italy 


Casa Travella 
ITALY 

Villa 1KM from Marinella and sea £135,000 
2 Bedroom apt by sea £75,000 
1 Bedroom apt on Lake Como £41,000 
Restored flour mill Lake Maggiore £135,000 
Liguria to restore from £14,000 
Plus much more. 

Phone Casa Travella 01322 660988 
Fax 01322 667206 

Member of FOPDAC 
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THEJPNDO N motor show 




Not Frankfurt, but well worth a spin 


We are on the verge of a new age In 
motoring, and the forthcoming 
London Motor Show will give 
punters a taste of whafs m store. 
But in his preview of the show, 

Gavin Green suggests London may be 
a pale imitation of Frankfurt’s more 
exciting display of new cars 

Thai it is a mere taste, rather than a full- 
blown entire, is a shame, and a reflection 
of London's lowly international status in 
ihe motor show food chain Our fashion 
shows may now be world class; our motor 
shows aren't there yet 

Frankfurt last month was a breathtak- 
ing preview of frugal and imaginatively 
styled small cars, machines that are green 
and fun. Congested Britain needs such cars 
at least as badly as Germany. Yet only a 
sprinkling of the Frankfort Show stare are 
crossing the C hann el. 

There is, for instance, no Smart Car, the 
ingenious little two-seater “city coupe* 
made jointly by Mercedes-Benz and 
Swatch, the watch people, which goes on 
sale in mainland Europe next spring. UK 
sales will probably start in 2000. 

Nor is there the new Audi AT ? pre- 
cursor to a new baby Audi, also slated for 
the year 2000. With its lightweight alu- 
minium body and direct-injection petrol en- 
gine it promises marvellous economy (well 
over 60mpg), as well as smile-a-mile dri- 
ving. Instead Audi chooses to show a mare 
powerful verson of the handsome A4. This 
new S4 is hugely desirable. Yet it is an ir- 
relevant cul-de-sac in the grand scheme of 
things- Ihe A12 is the future. 

We will not see the new Mini, unveiled 
lo a select group at Frankfurt, before quick- 
ly disappearing again. That such a crucial 
new British car was shown in Frankfurt, but 
not in London, is a rude reminder of where 
the real power is wielded at BMW-owned 
Rover these days. 

At least well see the new Mercedes A- 
class, 199Ts most impactful car, and prob- 
ably the greatest leap in small car design 
since the original Mini. There are so 
many dever ideas cr amm ed into the A- 
class's Mini Metro length, not least a pas- 
senger compartment as big as a Ford 
Mondeo’s. Independent tests have sug- 
gested that the A-class really is as safe as 
a bigger Mercedes saloon, an extraordinary 
achievement. UK sales start in June, and 
prices begin at about £13,500. 

The brand new Golf is another Earls 
Court must-see. It is nothing like as radi- 
cal as the A-class and, in the photos, looks 
like a timid makeover of the old modeL Yet 
it is such a marvellously complete small 
hatch, better made and classier than the 
outgoing model, more eatertaming to dri- 
ve, yet reassuringly familiar to former 



Golfers. British sales start next spring but 
prices have already been annoonrai they 
start from £11,970 - excellent value. The 
CTH wilJ cost £15,515. 

The new Vbuxhall Astra also looks Im- 
pressive, if conservative. As with the Golf, 
much is being made about its safety of- 
ferings (in Germany, even side airbags are 
standard). Vauxhall is also playing up its 
driver appeal an aspect of the current Astra 
which is distinctly underwhelming. Lotus 
has been drafted in to give the new mod- 
el some suspension finesse. 

Also in the small hatchback class, 
Citroen unveils its new challenger, the 
Xsara. If you ignore the anonymous looks 
and the pedigree of the badge, the Xsara 
is actually a likeable thing, it's roomy, rides 
with commendable suppleness and has the 
odd innovative flourish to keep the Gtroen 
flame burning, albeit dimly, it replaces the 
ZX, and goes on sale next month. 

Apart from the A-class, the star of the 
show is probably the new Land Rover Free- 


land er, the Solihull maker's first-ever 
small “lifestyle* 4x4. This class has bred 
some naff cars in the past, yet the Fnee- 
lander promises to be rather different It 
looks imposing (4x4s invariably do) without 
being too butch, and early impressions sug- 
gest a vehicle that's capable on both mud 
and motorways. The three-door rag roof 
model also promises to serve up some fun. 
Sales start in November. There's a choice 
of four-cylinder petrol or four-cylinder 
diesel models, neither of which should be 
too thirsty - unlike all other Land Rovers. 

Just as important in the 4x4 market is 
the new Mercedes M-class, which also 
makes its British ddbut This one targets 
the bigger Discovery sector, and is bound 
to give the ageing Disco and the equally 
arthritic Shoguu a pummelling in the 
showroom. It’s Mercedes' first-ever “luxury 
lifestyle” offroader and is asign of how this 
market continues to boom. The M-class, 
on the Benz stand, is part of a Jurassic 
Park: The Lost World display, which sounds 


Mercedes’ A-class is 
probably the greatest 
leap in small car design 
since the original Mini 

diversification. This truck-like van is more 
a luxury minibus than a car-like MPV. 

The prettiest model at Earls Court is 
probably the new Alfa 156, the Italian mak- 
er’s most serious attempt yet to give the 
BMW 3-series and the Audi A4a hard time 
in the small sports saloon market. It is quite 
gorgeous. V6and tuneful four-cylinder en- 


A-plus for this Alfa, as a classic comes back to life 
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like a good reason to avoid it. Don't: 
the car is important, not least because it 
shows how manufacturers arecontinuing 
to diversify their model ranges. 

Mind you, another new Mercedes- the 
V-dasspeopte carrier -also provides a dear 
illustration of the dangers of 




Clockwise from lefts the impactful A- 
class Mercedes, a classy new Golf) the 
impressive looking Freelander, Land 
Rover’s first ever lifestyle’ small 4x4, 
and the new Astra. 


■ gines are on offer, and build quality looks 
to be very dose to German levels. Sales start 
next spring. 

Of technical interest is its diesel engine. 
It’s the world’s first production unit using 
new-fangled “common-rail” technology 
which, in a nutshell, means it's cleaner, 
faster and more frugal than diesel rivals. 
Other makers wQl follow this Flat initia- 
tive, set to give a new lease of life to a type 
of engine which many thought (and hoped) 
was on its way out 

A final pick make sure you see the new 
Porsche 91 1, which serves up the best dri- 
ving experience you’ll probably ever get 
Sadly, few will ever get the chance. Just look 
at it, and dream. After all. for most of us, 
that’s what motor shows are all about. 

The London Motor Show, held at Earls 
Court, runs from 15-260ciober, from 
9.30am-7pm (9pm on 21,2Z230ctober, 
6pm on 260clober). Entry £10 for adults and 
£6 for children under 15 and OAPs. 


There are more significant cars at 
the show, but for Gavin Green, who 
learnt to drive on a rusty Seventies 
Aifasud, the new Alfa 156 is the one 
that brings the biggest smile. 


Alfa has been in a bad way for the past few 

decades. Yet despite the rust, breakdowns, 
wacky designs, perplexing cabins and 
general pointlessness of many recent 
models, there is still a magic about the 
marque. It is partly the name, so tongue- 
rollingly romantic, and partly its past. 
There have been many great old Alfas. 
Tragically, there have been very few great 
new ones. 

The new 156 promises much more. It 
looks so lovely, for starters. Not extrava- 
gant. not excessive, not particularly eye- 
catching; rather, like all good design, it has 
a handsome basic form and caps it with 
pleasing and imaginative trimmings. The 
apparent dele Lion of rear-door handles 
(they are subtly hidden in a small panel in 
the corner of the rear window) gives this 
sporty saloon the look of a coup€, and 
makes for especially dean flanks. The front- 
door handles are old-fashioned alloy affair s. 


redolent of great Alfas of the past yet sub- 
stantial and pleasing to touch and operate. 
It also drives beautifully, composed yet 
brisk, fluent yet with a hint of tiny. 

The 156 aims to shake up Lhe German 
makers’ dominance of the small sporty 
saloon market, currently owned by the Audi 
A4 and BMW 3-series. It is at least as good 
as these cars, yet more distinctive. 

Its excellence should come as no sur- 
prise. After alL Alfa really invented the 
sector, in the Fifties and Sixties, with 
delicious-looking and driving care such as 
Giulias and Giuliettas. They weren’t that 
reliable and they rusted; but few who owned 
one (and I did) failed to love it. They had 
such personality and character such melo- 
dious motors, such wholly involving 
mechanicals (you could almost physically 
feel the gears meshing). And they were so 
engaging, on the road, that it was almost 
as if the four wheels were strapped to your 

knees and elbows. Your felt very close to 
the action. 

State-owned Alfa, like state-owned 
BL, lost its way dreadfully in the Seventies. 
Factories were built lo provide jobs rather 
than to make good new cars. Thus the new 
PomigLiano factory, near Naples, provid- 
ed work for unemployed locals from Italy's 


deprived south. It also served up the 
worst-made European car of the Seventies, 
the Aifasud. 

My mother owned one and I learnt to 
drive on h. The interior trim peeled off like 
the skin of a rotting piece of fruit. And, talk- 
ing of rot, no car rusted faster. You could 
almost see, and hear, the decay spreading, 
so quick was the self-destruction. Our love- 
ly red Aifasud soon turned into a less fetch- 
ing shade of oxidised orange, bordered by 
shades of crumbling brown and. soon 
after, little peuk-a-boo holes. Our car 
quickly became a colander. 

Yet it was marvellous to drive! It was 

engineered in Milan, where Alfas have ogle the 156 at the Earl’s Court « 

always come from, and had the most The Alpha 156: like all good design, it will not only see a lovely car, yoi 
fantastic engine, handling and brakes of its has a handsome basic form capped be witnessing Ihe rejuvenation c 
era. But great design is useless if it is badly with imaginative trimmings loved marque, 

made. The Aifasud was potentially the 

greatest car of the Seventies. Instead, it was ~ 

The Eighties got off to an equally MY W ORST CAR/JONATHAN COLEMAN 

unpromising start Remember the Alfa 

Romeo Ama? It was probably the single 

most misguided machine of the decade. A wmai. _rl 1 _ a ■ a | 

joint venture with Nissan, desperate to I 116 VCU ClOCK 'dlctt llll" 

secure a European manufacturing base in 
the days before Sunderland, the Ama was 

a crummy little Nissan Cherry made at the It was my first and worst car. A 



blighted Sud factory. It was the worst 
possible combination. The world was cry- 
ing out for an Alfa produced to Japanese 
standards. Instead, it got a character-free 
Nissan built in Italy. Nobody bought it 

Yet, unlike BEs sporty saloon brand. 
Triumph, Alfa has survived. More impor- 
tant, under the protection of a cash-rich 
and innovative parent, Fiat, it is prosper- 
ing again. Even the dreaded Ftomighano fac- 
tory now chums out tightly assembled, 
quality cars. 

The 156 is a Pbmigliano product, and 
while it may not be quite as bulletproof as 
an Audi A4, it is jolly close. So do go and 
ogle the 156 at the Earl's Court show. You 
will not only see a lovely car, you will also 
be witnessing the rejuvenation of a much- 
loved marque. 


Is it r^fy essen^ tah^ ii ^ >- : • 
brand-new carl Depreciation ] 7 \ 
and VATlnstanttjr cut the vahm 7 7 ; 
of your motor.james R^»t j^.t v ; . 
advise? on the alternatives f 

Let's take the cynical \new; wouIdi^ 
a used car do the same job as agteapj7 77 
ing "new one, only more cost^effeCr*.:. i;7v- 
trvely? Here is The IndependaS^y : 
diVh rly used guide to altexnatives.Tfef - . .. 
Motor Show newcomers. - : ‘ ' ; ". 

- City Qix&Smafltm the dutad^^V -7.: 
on the inside, hip all over.'nie fitu|y ; "7 
innovative Mercedes A QasrWiD be -j, 
the star of the show. Butyouwocrtbe, " li- 
able to buy one-for the best parted* • 7 - 
year. Competitive pricing (£1 2^000) w® 
see to that as it takes on VW Gotf-se&F 
cars. If aD you really want is to shuf- 
fle around town, the Mini has never 
been bettered. Pay the most you hajt . 
afford, avoid rusty ones and the-rae- > " 
ning cost will be minimal. But because ' ~ 

most city cars end up being used as 
front line vehicles, you might as weS -* 7* 
upscale to the Flat Punto. Prices start- - 
at £4,000 for a 1994 example. . . • . * 

The 4 x 4 market may be dytpj&v' 
populated by all-wea ther dinosaur?; ;? • 

but Land Rover’s, new 'FreeUmddf^ Y ' 
threatens to put the fun back. Niit^ 
much compares with it, although’ the; 7- 
trendy Tbyota RAV 4 has been around -7," 
for a couple of years -still quite cost- ] 
fy at £8,000 to £9,000. The older, rather - k 
naff Suzuki Vitara might da with 1990 . . ' 
models hovering around £4,000. v - -- ; . 

Executive carsr a very competitive 7'. 
sector which experiences the biggest 1 
depreciation dive. After a few years : ; :7 
and a few thousand miles, £30K cars., y ‘ ' 
struggle to make £5.000 which is grwit.' 
news for the canny -used-car buyer. -] 
Saab have high hopes for their strange-. X 7. . 
ly named 9-5, but the 9000 CD saloon . -7 ... 
it replaces has just as much standard •' - - 

kit and can be picked dp for £5,000 to" it] 
£6,000 as a 1992 model "-''Vl '" 

As luxury cars Jaguars also tumhle 
quickly out of favour. At the show will 
be the company’s new V8 engined sa- : 
loons. Brand new they are expensive, - 
£50,000 for the XJR. If you like the 
gorgeous shape the old six cylinder en- 
gines are just as smooth and a 1995 
3.2 litre wfll cost just £24,000. ^ - 

Hatchbacks: the all-new Golf 
makes it’s debut at Earls Court Big- 
ger and arguably better than previous 
Golfs, it is more refined and more ex- ' 

pensive. But for basic hatchback du- . 
ties the old one wfll still do the job, •“ 7 
although they are not cheap: a 1.8 litre 
from 1992 still costs around £6,000. 7 

In the saloon and hatchback sec- j* ; 

tor there may not be much new, al- ■■ 

though all the usual Vauxhall Vectra, 

Peugeot 406 and Ford Mondea sus- 
pects will be out in force to tempt the 
company car buyer. There are more 
of these cars built than there are cus-' • • 
tomere. Find a low mileage, six month 
old example at a huge saving. A Ford 
Mondeo 2.0i GLX hatchback which 
cost £14,465 in 1996, ought to be no 1 
more than £9,000 after £10,000 miles. - 
Ditto a Vauxhall Vectra 2.0 GLS, a 
mere £12.000 far a 1997 car with 5.0QD . : 
miles under it's wheels. 

Sports: The Porsche 911 is up for . 
replacement The new 911 looks sirny 
ilar enough to the old car but the new \ y f 
engine is now water, rather than ^ air - 
cooled. There Will be an inter minab le " 
waiting list even at an approximate" " 

£65,000 asking price. .‘ A - ■ ■*. i 

The four wheel drive Gaiiera;4 - 
starts in the early £20K regipii fbr.a. 

1 989 example. One which is a littfeold- 
er might just slip under the £20k wha- 
aud best of alL yon will virtually get . 
your money back after a year .of firm 
What new car can promise you that? .. 


The red crock that lured the girls 
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33 DAISY HILL DRIVE. CHORLEY PRO 9NC 


HAZ405 650 M3RCX 2500 
HD 9466 1/400 (MERCEDES) 

HB.B6S W00 MIS 9669 800 
HIL1969 1.000 MH 270 4400 
HK4741 1,700 MIL 346 LZOC 

MUILK3 U50 

MJAHW goo bbbe cl, cm, 

K “ a 8 ™" ISSS 

«s« Jj-T, 

UCKfiOO 700 
UF4 3SOO 

wax rn wad ra two 

-HSS 50™ 4.000 

PCS® 2J00 WS 3784 2JXW 
PW*X 500 2SZ7VlMt20O 
7PW MJ00 1 XKK SOT 
RDM7B1 2J00 (NEW JAG XK8) 
REG944X 600 3XKK 2.000 
8H7RH 14900 XUH4 L50G 
RN3S9 1.700 YB7794 L20Q 
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H "MITSUBISHI COLT GL 1300ce' M 
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U was my first and worst car. A 
really beautiful 1969 Fiat 124 
Sport finished in red. I paid 
ASZ000 (£900) for it and with- 
in a year had sunk another 
S5.000 into the thing. 

It cost me money straight- 
away because the Fiat had a 
manual transmission and T had 
learnt to drive in an automat- 
ic. At that time, though, all you 
had to do was pay for another 
five lessons and you could 
switch to a stick shift. So when 
I started to drive the little Fiat 
full-time, the fan really started. 

The dutch went within days. 
The heater was a strange device, 
which either did not work or 
jammed on permanently so 
that after a few minutes' driving 
you would have to open all the 
windows. Some crucial me- 
chanical parts were less than 
perfect, which included vague 



Coleman: Svhen the Fiat 
broke down, I slept in if 

steering and even more vague 
brakes. Most of the time I had 
to puli up Lhe hand-brake to 
bring the Fiat to a halt. Never 
mind brake fade, there was 
paint fade too as the red body 
got duller by the day. I vividly 


remember gaskets leaking, oil 
being everywhere and having to 
replace them constantly. 

It came to a head when I was 
driving through Sydney one 
night in torrential rain and the 
Flat just stopped dead. This was 
in the days before mobile 
phones. The choice was either 
to trudge through water look- 
up for a phone box, or staying 
with the car. That was a simple 
choice: I slept in the Fiat. 

Otherwise, it was a vety 
groovy car. Parked outside my 
house it looked great and made 
a lovely sporty noise from the 
exhaust, a very distinctive gar- 
gle that all the best Italian ears 
make. 

Basically, the Fiat did what 
is was intended to do and that 
was attract girls. Maybe that is 
why I originally bought it from 
a girl and later sold it to an- 


other. She came and cheerful- 
ly collected it from Canberra, 
but that wasn’t theTastl Heard 
from her. A few days later die 
was on the phone complaining - 
that the clutch hadgori& Ndw 
I'd just had a recomfitkrned cme 1 
fitted and the mecham^Slold . 
me there was shr "months'- life 
left in it Maybe they meant to 
say six weeks. T ” ; : : : v- 
I only hope that she’s not 
reading this; i can imagine the. 
124 still being parked outside - 
Iter bouse oh bricksandher be-- 
ing bitter and twisted aboufthe 
fact that I lumbered her with . 
the old dear. 7 

Jonathan Coleniith presents 
‘Mixing IT on Channel. 5, at .. 
6.30pm on Sundays: He co-pre- 
sented Russ 'n Jono 'j ‘Breakfast 
Experience] on Virgjn JRadio.. 
He was talking to Jama Ruppert - 










